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s MAXIM 650.
Looks. Feel. Power. And

the ultimate combination

of all three. This is the motor-

cycle that gives you styling

every bit as exciting as

its astonishing performance.

Last year, it already proved

. itselfto be incomparable.

The uncompromised

b NEim 650,

. Look it over. From its
sleekly integrated lines to

those cast alloy spiraled

wheels, sweeping back to
the cast aluminum grab rail,

this 1s truly the most

striking bike you'll ever see.

Feel what it’s like to
have only 447 pounds under
you. Sit in. Fit in. Low and
comfortable. We redesigned
the Maxim’s 30.3" seat
and pull-back handlebars to
make this machine feel
right for any rider, tall or
small. Like it was made
for you.

‘Test 1ts power. This 1s
the lightest, leanest and

fastest 650cc. in-line four
ever built. So fast, in fact,
it’'ll smoke some 750’s. Cycle
Guide Magazine reported
a 12.6 quarter mile and 125
mph top speed.

And the Maxim has such
a broad powerband, 1t'll
never leave you scratching
for another gear.

We gave it a unique shaft
drive system that’s smaller,
lighter and more responsive




* than conventional shafts

to make the ride all the more
smooth.

And our dedication to
minimum weight and
maximum power gives it the
best power-to-weight
ratio of any competitive pro-

duction machine.
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To make it the narrowest
it could possibly be, we
performed technological
feats. Like mounting the AC
generator behind the
cylinders and neatly incor-
porating the middle gear
case into the transmission
housing. This, plus its
extremely low center of
gravity, excellent steering
geometry, very tunable
suspension, hair-trigger

Pl e G

responsiveness and light
weight gives the Maxim 650
rider a whole new dimen-
sion in handling. -
The package, complete
is nothing less than
perfection. Performance.
And style. The Maxim 650.
The state-of-the-art
In motorcycles.
And your opportunity
for the Maxim ride.
On the Yamaha Maxim 650.

YAMAHA

THE MAXIM RIDE.
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

Rear view mirror(s) standard equipment. Be a specialist.
Take a Canada Safety Council Rider Training Course.

See your Yamaha dealer for details.
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The ContiTwins top Dunlop,

Magazine's riders were asked
MMMMMWMGEHH

cml:llmtal 33.8%
Dunlop 23.9%
Goodyear 19.4%
Michelin 8.5%
Which confirms that the ContiTwins are the
mmmﬂmm in America.
Mow Rider 's tire mileage test has
helped to explain this result. In this test, the front
and rear tire anticipated mileage showed the exact

same order of finish among these companies.
Front Rear Combined

Continental

(RB2/K112) 26,000 12,000 38,000
(K91/MKID 13,860 11106 24,966
(Eagle/GTID) 13,000 10,000 23,000
Michelin

(M45) 7,961 9612 17,573

(Actual mileage depends on your tire and machine maintenance and your
riding style and road conditions.)




Goodyear, and Michelin twice.

But it's not only this outstanding mileage thathas  give you so much more. And they are engineered for
won so many friends for the ContiTwins —it’s their the full range of today’s motorcycles—from super
superior performance. They handle surely andbrake  bikes to middleweights to lightweights.
quickly on wet roads and dry. Of course, we at Continental are very proud that

This unique combination of high mileage and high  you’ve made us number one in America.
performance is part of the ContiTwins’ birthright. Proud, yes. Surprised, no.

They are engineered, built, and tested in Germany,
where there are no speed limits on the autobahn and
plenty of wet, winding country roads. Which means
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The ContiTwins do cost a little more, but they
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5312 DUNDAS ST. W. 233-5501
228 STEELES W. 881-5220
4545 SHEPPARD AVE. 291-9858

TORONTO, ONT.

HULLY GULLY
R.R. NO. 1,

VARNA, ONT. 262-5809/3318

TORONTO MOTOR BIKE
1971 YONGE ST
SALES 482-3461
PARTS 482-2101

SERVICE 482-3202

TORONTO, ONT.

BRANTFORD CYCLE & SLED
787 COLBORNE ST.. (Hwy. 2 and 53),

BRANTFORD, ONT. 753-3403

CYCLE SPORT
184 YONGE ST..

BARRIE, ONT. 726-8771

BEAVER CYCLE
1485 MAIN ST., W,

HAMILTON, ONT. 529-3371

HURST YAMAHA
IN OTTAWA, ONT. 741-2221
IN NEPEAN, ONT. 820-9500

MOTO SPORT PLUS
HULL 275A ST. JOSE PH 770-6682
OTTAWA 860 BANK ST. 563-0731
MONTREAL 4010 STE. CATHARINE W. 937-9203
PT. CLAIRE (HYMUS AT ST. JOHN'S) 967-7551
KINGSTON 322 BATH RD. 544-4600

NIAGARA HUSQVARNA
HWY. NO. 8, P.0. BOX 62,

ST. DAVIDS. ONT. 262-4517

% GS RACING

J808 BLOOR ST., W.,
TORONTO, ONT. 232-1540/1770

BURNABY KAWASAKI
7771 EOMONDS ST..

BURNABY, B.C. 525-9393

AVE THE WINNERS!

~ REAR
TIRES

MX/ENDURD FRONT

WORLD FAMOUS

IVIETZELER

b TIRES

We are the newly appointed importers of the
New Lightweight METZELERS

OFF-ROAD TIRES

METZELERS offer a range of tires designed to give
every rider the best possible combination of PER-
FORMANCE and DURABILITY, METZELER with victories
at World Motocross Championships, Supercross wins
and International Six Day Trials where more riders
used METZELER than all other brands combined

WHY NOT USE THE RACE PROVEN NEW LIGHT-
WEIGHT. LOW PROFILE TIRES WITH LATERAL
VALVES & TREAD DESIGN THAT MADE IT #1

MX/ENDURD REAR ALL PRICES FREIGHT EXTRA

300-21*574.95

1009018 " 'T'IEF'E AGES 4108 ™ (F
$74.95

100/90- 18 = APPROXIMATELY 426/18 = (MODIFIED 128CC AND 175CC
OR HARD TERRAING £89 95

4 50-18 "~ 250CC OR OPEN $89.95

150/80- 18~ APPROXIMATELY %90/18 = (1981 OPEN BIKES onLY) $99.95

R ST0LKE 125060 OR S0FT TERRAIN |

and NEW STREET TlHES ME SERIES

In the new Me series, METZELER has introduced a Superbike Street and
Touring tire like no other in the world. The sidewalls are extremely stable.
The open groove quickly dissipales water and provides exceptional grip and
handiing on all surfaces. They are all V rated.

ME 77 & ME 99
BEST BY TEST

Yendramini soors

* (One piece washable inner liner * gasy
adjustable buckles = polynylaprone shell
articulating joint = foot buckle for extra se-
curily ® 2 soles to choose from, MOTO-

CROSS and TRAIL ENDURD.
SIZES 7 TO 12% $159.95

ME 77 TUBELESS | ME 77 TUBE TYPE | ME 89 TUBE TYPE
Lasovii=$109.95 TTa50v17-$104.95 T 2.00 via~ $97.95
TL3soviga~$ 94.95 m3sovia-$ 89.95 11 120090 vig~ $104.95

AVAILABLE SOON

New "‘Brad Lackey = AXO Moto-
cross boot as adverlised in the
March issue of MOTOCROSS AC-
TION.

DECAL W/
KITS

it
SCOTT 4% @.

_1 o

ERNIES SUZUKI CENTRE
4497 DUNBAR RD..

VANCOUVER, B.C. 228-9639

ABBOTSFORD KAWASAKI
31550 SOUTH FRAZER WAY,

CLEARBROOK, B.C. 859-1371

RECREATION WEST
124 SOUTH BEACH DR.,

PENTICTON, B.C. 492-7019

CANADIAN MOTORCYCLE
981 MAIN ST.,

WINNIPEG, MAN. 582-4130

HELMETS

The #50 Super X-1 helmet. 1975 Snell ap-
proved is designed for specialized off road
recreation, molor-cross and competition
uses. Available in MX Red. Sun Yellow.
White or Jet Black F.R. Epoxy finishes.

SIZES B-7/78 1o 7-374

"_i,fii‘l
$159.95 %ﬁﬁ

A

MOTO-X-FOX
Economy collection $7.95
Deluxe Kit $12.95
D.G. Collection $7.95
* J.T. STICKIE BAGS

J.T. Jumbo Bag $17.95
J.T. Deluxe Bag $12.95
J.T. Economy Collection $7.95

BOW CYCLE & MOTOR CO. LTD.
6524 BOWNESS RD.,

CALGARY, ALBT. 288-5421

NEW 1981 CATALOGUE

53.00 ({Including Decals)

P.O. BOX 443 AURORA, ONT. L4G 3L5 PHONE: 727-6044, 727-6075 (TORONTO 297-2295)

e ——
HNAME
ADDRESS
CITY FROY F CODE
For superias! senvica. call your nearest Aurora Cycle Supply Dwaler. 11 items is nol available from your dealar, you

may arder by mail, Send order complele with money onder 19 avdid delay in :.hlpfll“: Al othgr grovinces axcept
i

Alberia — add applicaple Sales Tax. On orders of fess than $10.00. please aga
SIZE

ITEM QUANTITY

lar shipping

COLOUR AMOUNT

| P MASTER GHARGE [ 1 VISA (Charger)

EXFIRATION DATE

CREDIT CARD ND

Aurora Cycle Supply
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BREGANZE— Fairings
will be standard on Laver-
da's two top models in Can-
ada in 1981. The Italian
triples have few major
changes, apart from a
power boost for the]Jota.

The sporting Jota re-
ceivesa frame-mounted
quarter-fairing painted
Laverda's traditional
orangeand black. Early
1981 Jotas will have a dif-
ferent fairing shape from
the latest version shown in
the photograph. Footpegs
are rear-set and a solo seat
is standard. Tires are V-
rated Pirelli Phantoms.
Compression ratio is down
to 9:1 from 10:1 to suit our
diminishing quality of fuel,
while an increase in valve

power. However, Laverda
doesn’t release horsepower
figures.

Last year's 1200 Mirageis
replaced by the 12007 and
1200TS. The TS has a
sculptured and pinstriped
touring fairing with two-
piece lowers. Its 1,116 cc
engine has larger valves
than the Mirage. Three Del-

sizes results in a net gain of .

Latest Jota uses fibreglass to keep wind off the rider and
top speed up where it belongs.

Laverdas get fairings, more
power, model changes for’81

I'Orto carburetors feed the
80 x 74 mm cylinders; com-
pression ratio is 8:1. Fuel

capacity is 19.5 litres and
the tires are Dunlop K81s.
Later versions of both the
Jota and 1200T/TS will
have narrower engines,
thanks to a change of alter-
nators from German lo
Japanese.

The 1200T is similar but
has no fairing. It also lacks
the drilled discs, hydraulic
clutch actuation and adjus-
table handlebar of the TS.
Prices for the three models
were still to be announced
by the Canadian distribu-
tor, Slater Brothers Canada
in Rock Forest, Que.

The 1000 Jarama has new
tires and suspension front
and rear. Price is $6,395. A
few 1980 standard 1200s
were available at $6,395;
the price for the next ship-
ment of machines will be
determined after they
arrive in Canada.

The twin-cylinder 500
Montjuic will be imported
in extremely limited num-
bers—a maximum of 12—
at an unspecified price.
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Taped rally wrap-up
available for video

ELMHURST, N.Y.—For
video fans, Kieth's Touring
Specialties is offering a video
cassette of the 1979 BMWMOA
national rally in Brainerd,
Minn. Kieth claims the cassette
is suitable for clubs or for pub-
lic relations meetings with
non-motorcyclists. It's entitled
Kicking Tires and Telling Lies.

[t's available in Bela I or Il
and VHS at $65 and Vu-matic
at $81. Other formals areavail-
able on request. Prices are in
LJ.S. currency.

Interested parties can write
Kieth's Touring Specialties, 41-
23 Hamplon St., No. 3F, Elm-
hurst, N.Y., 11373. Credit card
purchases can be made by
phone to (212) 478-8575.

Ammex motocrosser is
available for $2,399 from
Appalachian Sports in
Moncton, N.B.

Ammex motocrosser
available through
New Brunswick
shop

MONCTON, N.B.—Gord
Johnson of Appalachian
Sports is importing a new
motocrosser for the 1981 sea-
son. Called the Ammex, it's
been developed by three-time
U.S. national champion Gary
Jones in co-operation with the
Mexican Moto Islo factory.

The bike is a 250, using reed
valve induction to produce a
claimed 38 hp at 8,500 rpm.
Suspension travel is 305 mm

front and rear, with 38 mm
Marzocchi forks and Fox air
shocks fitted. Swingarm is an
aluminum Thor unit. Mulhol-
land gas shocks and a chrome-
moly swingarm are available
as options.

Suggested retail price is
$2,399. Interested dealers and
riders can reach Johnson at
Appalachian Sports, RR 1,
Moncton, N.B., E1C 8]5, tele-
phone [E.IDE] 334 7854,

Footage for training film was
taken out in the real world of
traffic, slippery roads and
automobile drivers.

Rider training film
helps street skills

DEKALB, Ill.—Northern
lllinois Universily has pro-
duced a riding skills film
through its College of Continu-
ing Education. The film des-
cribes riding techniques that
include proper steering and
braking.

Neil Tolhurst, the universi-
ty's motorcycle safety project
co-ordinator, says that motor-
cyclists need to practise street
riding skills as much as com-
petition riders, and that the
aim of the film is to help them
do that.

The film will be availablein
16 mm and in video cassettes.
It is available from Media Dis-
tribution Department, Div-
ision of Communication
Services, MNorthern Illinois
University, DeKalb, Ill. 60115,
telephone (815) 753-0171.



WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has announced
a new set of restrictions on
motorcycle noise. Effective
Jan. 1, 1983, motorcycles
sold in the U.S. must not
exceed a sound level greater
than 83 decibels. By 1986
the limit will be reduced to
80 decibels for all bikes
other than off-road bikes
over 170 cc, which will be
permitted an 82-dBA limit.

Mopeds will be limited to
70 dBA.

Replacement exhausts
will be required to meet the
same sound levels as the
original equipment, but
machines built prior to the

Noise standards to be stiffer
for U.S. bikes in 1983, 1986

deadlines will not be
affected.

American Motorcyclist
Association supports the
new regulations, which
were considerably changed
from those first proposed in
1978. Those proposals
called for a 78-dBA limit.
AMA obijections to the reg-
ulations cited cost asamain
reason for scrubbing the 78-
dBA limit. A federal gov-
ernment agency estimated
that the EPA limits would:
have added $400 to the cost
of a bike, so AMA began
lobbying that the 78-dBA
limit would be inflationary
and was overly restrictive
in the first place.
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The 1981 RG Suzuki for ﬁri_vateﬁrs uses a twi-shuck

swingarm, bigger brakes than in 1980 and an adjustable

anti-dive braking system.

Grand prix Suzuki
announced in
Europe

AMSTERDAM—Suzuki's
1981 500 cc grand prix racer,
the RG-6, has been unveiled.
Unlike some of the works rac-
ers, this customer versionuses
a conventional swing arm and
twin shocks.

The familiar bracing under

the swingarm is still in use,
and bigger front brakes—upto
305 mm from 280—are fitted,
complete with an adjustable
anti-dive unit with three
positions.

Price in Europe is $21,000.

Supercross prize
was never offered

TORONTO—There was an
error in the March Newsfront

The Waddon WE is yet another prospective English
world-beating road racer using the inline Rotax two-cylinder
250 cc engine.

item about Yamaha prices and
purchase policy. There will
not be a draw for tickets to a
supercross event.

Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd.
says that the idea was dis-
cussed in the 1981 season
planning sessions, but that it
was never put into effect. The
money that would have been
spent on the promotion will go
into the Yamaha race support
program.

Trials association
lans schools and
eet-up competition

MISSISSAUGA, Ont.—A
new club has been formed for
those interested in trials riding.

The Amateur Trials Associa-
tion plans a program of trials
schools and competitions dur-
ing 1981, and is eager to gather
members who wish to learn
about trials riding or who wish
to get in some competitive
riding.

Interested riders can writeto
the association at 2465 Yeovil

Rd., Mississauga, Ont.

Never-say-die Brits
ready to try again

LONDON—Waddon Engi-
neering is a British conglomer-
ate involved with the aircraft
and automobile industries. It
is now building a road racing
motorcycle that it hopes will
serve as a preliminary to its
entry into the world of motor-
cycle manufacture.

The bike is designed around
a modular concept that will let
an owner fit 125, 250 or 350 cc
engines. The bolted-up frame
is claimed to be made up of
only five parts, allowing
engine removal in five min-
utes. The frame is designed
around the inline Rotax engine
also used by Armstrong and
Spondon, but frames to suit

Continued on Page 12

APRIL 1981 CYCLECANADA 9



Bmw TE EXTRA MARG'" double front disc brakes for smoother
AFIVEWES I NS e N N L o= SLOPPINE POWCT.
MORE THAN YOU EXPECTED. AND EXACTLY |, 1o\ ci e e
- @ of low weight, easy maneuverability.
w | Plus a 6.2 gallon tank for the longest
v WHAT YOU WOULDN'T WANT ... oibi&in

| range 1n its category.
believes in building To BE WITHOUT placement cate- | The newest big BMW and its
motorcycles that you gory or road usage. The | virtues.The new BMW R100, above
pay for once. And not forever after. new BMW Ré65 and R100, shown right, offers an almost limitless oppor-
This BMW philosophy applies here, are two recent examples. tunity to customize 1o your own
to the all-important qualities of safety, | Two R65 Extra Margins for 1981: particular riding tastes with a whole
ease of handling as well as mainte- More power, new front brakes. range of factory-designed, and tested
nance, durability and riding pleasure. | This year's BMW R65, above left, is options. Options that are also factory-
It's part of an engineering philosophy | actually ten percent more powerful warranticd—unlike those of the usual
that’s built into every BMW regardless | than last year’. It has also added mass-produced bikes.
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The Alps first. Then the drawing | America’s shores, BMWs very deliber- bikes that is far beyond the usual.
board. These are not theoretical bikes. | ate limited production concept starts But, as our Alpine Team-as well
Unlike the multitude of well-made | with a rigorous 1000 kilometer-per-day | as numerous BMW owners across
but mass-produced bikes that swarm testing schedule on some of the most America will readily agree—reading |
e = demanding roads on earth. about a BMW and riding one are |
Fhe new 1981 Ré65, 1 L T, ATAT : T S, =gt N Ol
o o o Improved Out of this road {_}..ITLTIF_IIIEL,.BI'V_[M\- two totally different experiences.
transistorized i fum.,_ for builds an extra margin of response We heartily recommend
ﬂt;‘,-,‘ﬂ,’,ﬂ”" b smonther, /;ium_":'l‘::- and dependability into each of its BMW the latter course to you.

CasIiCr
passSCNEcn

- FOR ONE LONG SHINI™G MOMENT,
o ) STOP COMPROMISING.

See the lull line of BMW Motorcycles at your authorized BMW Dealer listed in the Yellow Pages. For the
complete BMW brochure write Canada East: BMW Dist., Lud., 801 Progress Ave., Scarborough, Ont. M1H 2X4.
Canada West: BMW Dist. Co., 1650 W, 751h Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V&P 6G2. European Delivery Plan available,

J-5




Continued from Page 9

Yamaha motors will also be
available.

A leading link fork and
monoshock rear suspension
are used. Anti-dive character-
istics have been built intoboth
ends. Astralite wheels similar
to those shown on the Hesketh
V-twin are fitted; they look
much like Honda's Comstars.

It is claimed that the fairing
has been specially designed to
minimize crash damage.
Another unusual feature
under development is the fit-
ting of electronic instruments
to measure lap times and
counts.

KDX420 on the
way, Kawasaki
prices set

TORONTO—Canadian Ka-
wasaki Motors Ltd. has
announced prices for those
1981 models not available for
our December 1980 issue.
From the top down they are:
(GPz1100, $5,299; KZ1100A,
$4,899; KZ1000], $4,599;
KZ305, $1,999; and KDX80,
$879.

Additionally, the KDX420
will be imported after all. The
open-class enduro machine
will go for $2,499.

Ontario CMA region
replaces Bill Adams
with Bob Turnbull

HAMILTON—For the first
time in nearly a decade, Onta-
rio region of CMA has a new
president. Bob Turnbull suc-
ceeded Bill Adams at the
annual election Jan. 10. Turn-
bull is the president of Halton
Off-Road Riders, an enduro-
oriented group based north-
west of Toronto.

The vice-president for 1981
is Warren Thaxter of Oshawa
Competition Motorcycle
Club, a group involved in
every kind of off-road sport
from ice racing to motocross.

Captain Kirkrode a
bike before he got
into starships

MONTREAL—Captain Kirk
of the movie and TV series Star
Trek got his start riding motor-
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Laverda parts and a Fiat car engine make up much of the
Shifty, an Italian special.

SHANNONVILLE, Ont.
—A schedule, choice of
classes and set of ruleshave
been settled for the RACE
series described intheJanu-
ary edition of Cycle Can-
ada. A new association—
Roadracing Association
Canada East—hasa 10-race
schedule using two Ontario
tracks, one in Quebec and
one in Nova Scotia.

Castrolis the series spon-
sor, as it was last year
There's $20,000 in the prize
kitty from Castrol. The
other big sponsor so far is
Honda with a contingency
program with a maximum
possible value of $34,800.
Other companies are contri-
buting products for prizes,
among them Dymag wheels,
Shoei helmets, and Bristol
and Treen leathers. RACE
members also get abreakin
Cycle Canada subscription
costs.

RACE is not affiliated
with CMA, but has worked
out a deal RACE calls an
association, Neither organi-
zation will take action
against its members who
ride in the other'sraces, and
points scored in RACE
events will be considered
for applicants for CMA

RACE under way with classes,
a schedule and lots of money

expert licences.

The following classes
will be run at all RACE
events in both amateur and
pro categories, correspond-
ing to CMA novice and
expert designations: 125
and 250 cc GP, and 550 and
750 cc production and
superbike. There will also
be a 500 cc amateur class
and a Formula One pro
class. Rules are set up to
correspond closely to AMA
regulations to allow super-
bike and Formula One rid-
ers to compete south of the
border at minimum ex-
pense.

The schedule is as fol-
lows: May 2-3, Shannon-
ville, Ont.; May 16-18,
Mosport, Ont.; June 13-14,
Shannonville, Ont.; July 4-
5, Atlantic Motorsport
Park, Shubenacadie, N.S.;
July 11-12, Mosport, Ont.;
July 25-26, Shannonville,
Ont.; Aug. 1-2, Sanair, Que.;
Aug. 15-16, Shannonville,
Ont.; Aug. 29-30, Sanair,
Que.; and Sept. 19-20, Shan-
nonville, Ont.

Rider schools will be held
April 26 and June 28, and
there will also be vintage
motorcycle races July 4-5
and Aug. 22-23.

cycles long before he learned
how to pilot the starship USS
Enterprise. William Shatner,
who played the role, is from
Montreal originally. In an inter-
view done during a visit to his
old home town he described his

introduction to motorcycling.

It seems that when hewas 14,
his neighbor bought a motor-
cycle. Late at night Shatner
would sneak out, take the bike
and practise with it onthe hilly
Montreal city streets until he
could ride it. After he mastered
it, he'd sneak out in the wee

small hours to go for joyrides,
always sneaking the bike back
before dawn and carefully
parking it exactly as he'd found
it.

One day he came home to
find the motorcycle missing.
When he asked the owner what
had happened to it, he was told
that it had been sold because of
the poor gas mileage it was

getting.

Shifty motorcycle
uses a car engine

LUDLOW—From England
comes news of a new [talian
big-bore called the Shifty.
Shifty produces 900 cc bikes
using Fiat four-cylinder car
engines, and has decided to
move to a bigger engine.

The new Shifty has a 1,050
cc liquid-cooled Fiat-Abarth
engine. It is undersquare, con-
trary to most modern bikes,
with bore and stroke of 67.2 x
74 mm. Two carburetorsanda
10.4:1 compression ratio man-
age to squeeze 70 hp out of the
engine.

The gearbox and many
chassis parts are shared
with the 900. The 1,050 cc
version will be produced on
special order only.

Some chassis bits are pur-
chased from Laverda, the cast
wheels being one example.
Brembo brakes similar to
those on the Laverdarangeare
also used. Top speed is
claimed to be 196 km/h.

Motorcycle Safety
Foundation wants
material to publish

LINTHICUM, Md.—Mot-
orcycle Safety Foundation, a
non-profit American associa-
tion that researches and pub-
lishes items in the field of
two-wheel safety, is looking
for articles on every aspect of
the field.

The foundation's monthly
newsletter hopes to attract
articles and photographs from
people involved inall facets of.
motorcycling. Anyone inter-
ested in contributing for free
to MSF's magazine should call
or write Bob Cramblitt, Editor
and Publications Manager,
780 Elkride Landing Rd.,
Linthicum, Md., 21090, tele-
phone (301) 768-3060.

Newsfront is edited
by Larry Tate.



The Quicksilver Advantage.

ABAREBIKE CAN'T MEASURE

UP TO THE QUICKSILVER
ADVANTAGE: .........c..c.. oo youngums

wind resistance, flying rocks and stones, the cold and bugs. You will get protection
o that approaches that of the best touring fairings. Yet it adds a mere 11 Ibs.
' to your bike. That's less weight than a full gas tank. Quickslilver lets you
ride in comfort for longer trips. Getting there becomes more of a pleasure.
PERFORMANCE. Quicksilver is the sports falring with proven performance:/
\ 10% higher aerodynamic efficiency than'a bare bike/10% maximum boost

\ in horsepower conservation/6.5% peak fuel economy advantage/A
\ consistent edge from 10 mph to speeds well beyond advisable limits/
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Toronto -Vancouver.
All mall: P.O. Box 3450, Don MIllls, Ontario M3C 2T9.

Head Office:144 Steelcase Road W., Markham, Ontarlo
Tel: (416) 495-9650. Telex: 06-966553.



Bikes versus
the state
of the world

Editorial

Riders know a good thing whenthey see
it. Interest in motorcyclingis atanall-time
high, regardless of the depressing state of
the world's affairs.

Last year Canadians bought 100,163
new bikes, a total reached on only two
other occasions in history, This winter,
attendance at our CycleCanada'81motor-
cycle shows was at record levels. The
number of riders in

course in ridertraining with expert practi-
cal instruction and a suitable bike as part
of the package. If you pass the test at the
end of it, you might even receive your
licence at the same time. Or at least you
may be able togetalearner’s permit soyou
can legally improve your skills on the
street before taking the test.

Fuel economy favors bikes, but only in
concert with human

Canada is estimated
by the Motorcycle
and Moped Industry
Council to be at a new
high of 700,000.

In a time of high un-
employment, record
inflation and high interest levels, not to
mention political crises at home and
abroad, Canadians are more interested
than ever in two-wheel locomotion.
Motorcycles are not cheap, and buying a
new one can require some financial sacri-
fice. Obviously the sacrifice is still worth
while.

Why? Not least among the reasons are
the motorcycles themselves. Powerful,
reliable and economical engines are rou-
tine; extras like fuel injection, shaft drive
and fairings appeal to an ever more
sophisticated and demanding clientele
weaned on computer-age electronics. You
don't have vanished makes like Bridges-
tone or BSA to choose from any more, but
the strong ones which survive offer a
greater variety of model choice than has
existed since perhaps the 1920s.

But there must be other reasons. Those
with anear to the world of finance point to
the public's habit of countering inflation
by investing in durable goods—those
goods which retain much of their value
while providing enjoyment and useful
service along the way.

People believe that if they don't spend
their money, inflation eats it away in any
case. Better to satisfy one's urge for a
motorcycle and have something to show
for it.

Motorcycling is becoming more accep-
table. The bad old images are less formid-
able; bikers are no longer seen to be just
drunken sophomores or inarticulate
thugs. They're normal people, maybe par-
ents or even grandparents of normal peo-
ple, and they're out there quietly having
fun.

It's easier to get started as a motorcy-
clist than in the days when you had to
cajole Cousin Ralph to let you wobble his
Royal Enfield around a parking lot in
order to learn how to ride. For a reasona-
ble fee you can take a comprehensive

Better to satisfy
one’s urge for
a motorcycle.

nature. The 60 mpg
bike is less efficient at
transporting people
than the 40 mpg four-
seater car. Yel how
~often do you see cars
loaded to capacity?
One Statistics Canada survey showed
that 49 per cent of Canadians drive their
cars to work alone. Public transit services
are trying to lure new passengers, but are
raising rates at the same time.

Car pooling efforts haven’t been overly
successful. I'm not surprised. [ don't feel
like socializing with anyone else in the
morning either, and I'd rather take my
chances alone on a motorcycle thanin the
back seat of an econobox at the hands of
half the drivers I see on the road.

Another facet of recession is escapism,
in all its many forms. Motorcycling is one
of the more healthy. Bikes are freedom
machines—a physical and mental escape
from bad news and dismal surroundings.

Advertising and promotion reach more
people. Perhaps because of theireffective-
ness, or perhaps because of simple repeti-
tion, the message gets through.
Motorcycle dealers get betterat what they
do, learning how to satisfy those same
sophisticated consumers while staying
ahead of their competitors and the bank.
Competition has kept prices reasonable,
especially in metropolitan areas where
even the most popular models seem to be
discounted as a matter of course.

Not even Canada's short riding season
and harsh climate hold riders back. In
fact, they seem tomake bikers more enthu-
siastic. The number of bikes sold in Can-
ada in comparison to the U.S. is in pretty
direct proportion to the population, even
though in southern states it's easy to ride
year-round. Southern California’s winter
is like our late spring, yet winter riding is
rare there. Canada’s 7.1 per cent sales
increase last year compares to five per
cent south of the border.

The baby boom is over, and the days of
cheap gas arelonggone, but withnoapolo-
gies to anyone, motorcycling can look for-
ward to a good year.

—John Cooper
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We Iearn a great deal
about you and us
via Feedback

At last count, Cycle Canada had
101,500 readers and we owe each of you a
great thank you.

You have made us the largest-
circulation motorcycle magazine in Can-
ada. Our circulation is greater than Lhe
combined circulation of the two leading
imports, Cycle and Cycle World. And we
dominated the market even in our old
tabloid format.

Now that Cycle Canada too is a maga-
zine, we have been pleased to discover
that a full two-thirds of vou believe that
Cycle Canada is a betler motorcycle
magazine than any of theimports from the
States.

Faor that vote of confidence we also owe
yvou many thanks.

A great deal of what weknowabout you
and your reading preferences, and your
reaction to what we doand donot publish,
comes to us through Feedback. It is the
quickie survey that we have published in
the back of the book for the last three
years. In this edition the form appears on
Page 94.

Here is what we learned via Feedback
from the January issue, the first one in
magazine format.

Those of you who did not rate Cycle
Canada ahead of the U1.S. imports seemed
lo be mainly touring fans, because you
cited Road Rider and Rider as your favor-
ite motomags. A handful mentioned
Cycle, once the acknowledged leader of
the horde south of the border.

Almost all of you prefer the new maga-
zine format. Many of you praised the look
of the book and how it is organized.

Tests are the primary reason you buy
Cycle Canada. Ninety-four per centofyou
read the test of the new Yamaha XV750
Virago while 77 per cent read the Vincent
Black Shadow test and 74 per cent, the
Suzuki GS750L test.

The best-read fealure—the annual
Cycle Canada Bike of the Year Awards —
also rated 94 per cent. The preview of 1981
Suzukis pulled 80 per cent, again remind-
ing us how much you are interested in
news about new models. The Steve
McQueen profile was read by 75 per cenl
while the feature on touringin Mexico had
74 per cent. The piece on monoshock sus-
pensions was read by 62 per cent.

The best-read regular features in the
January issue were New Products and
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Product Tests. They always rate near the
top of the regulars, and this time they
pulled 92 per cent. You're very much inter-
ested in info about new gear and you want
lo know how it stands up in use.

The third-ranked regular was Editorial
with 86-per-cenl readership.

You might be surprised to know that 83
per cent of you indicated that after New
Products, Product Tests and Editorial,
vou liked advertising best.

Coming Soon in Cycle Canada was next
with 78 per cent, followed by Readers
Write with 77 per cent, Newsfront and
Showcase with 74, and Masthead with 72.
Rounding out the top 10 was Did You
Know? with 69-per-cent readership.

The regulars which gained from 6910 50
per cent of readership are the lollowing:
On The Road, Technics, Short Strokes, By
Mike Duff, Contents, Cvclesport, Moto-
market, Motopinion, CMA, Canada West,
and Calendar.

Slightly less than half our readers read
Who Won What and Motocross Canada,
but that is to be expected because not
everyone is keen on race results and
motocross.

We receive requests to carry more on
dirt bikes and to present more of moto-
cross and road racing, but we receive far
more requests to beef up our touring pres-
entations. Clearly the street market is the
strongest, and the one we tend lolisten to
most. But the motocross and road racing
crowd need not go elsewhere. We'll cover
compelition quite closely in 1981 and wait
till you see what we do on Daytona and
then the Canadian supercross series.

Since tests are the main attraction for
you they will receive the main effort from
us, even more so in the future.

We're planning to test more motorcycles
in 1981 than in anv other vear since the
beginning. They'll include a great variety
of what is new forthedirtas wellasforthe
street. We have some interesting compari-
sons in the works. We're hoping tolay our
hands on some neat computerized testing
equipment which will give us the kind of
hard data we have been unable to publish
in the past.

And as before, we'll make every
attempt to give you the most realistic and
honest tests published anywhere. Count
on it.

— Georgs Kolesnikovs
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WINDJAMMER

IF YOU RE SERIOUS ABOUT
ROAD RIDING.

If you're serious about road riding you know what you're up against with wind resistance.
When Windjammer took to the road n\(er a decade ago all that changed. Suddenly a whole

new dimension was added to motorcycie riding: comfort.
Since then it has been the standard against which all fairings are compared.
For 1981 it continues to offer today’s big I?lke rider unprecedented cruising comfort and wind

protection.
Windjammers are built with quality, for years of road-riding durability, yet timeless in styling.

If you're serious about road-riding make sure you're behind one.
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Exclusive
Canadlan Distrilbutor:

(Marquette) cormration.

Toronto-Vancouver. =t
All mall: P.O. Box 3450, Don Milis, Ontarlo M3C 2T79. T SR\
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COST OF BIKE INSURANCE

A COMMON COMPLAINT

WITH MANY RIDERS

You need a pro for
insurance troubles

The letter about his insurance problems
from Dave Baird in your January issue
makes it sound like Dave is well on the
way to being shafted. I'd like to offer afew
ideas that might make dealing with an
accident a little easier.

Dave, youdidn't say in your letter, but it
sounds like you are talking to the adjuster
who represents the genius who killed
your bike. This can be a big mistake; the
guy doesn't work for you, but for the per-
son you're fighting. He doesn't care if you
are happy with the settlement, because he
is being paid by the guy who hit you to
save every nickel he can. He is a pro, and
unless you are too, you will lose. Get a pro
on your side.

If you have collision coverage on your
bike, talk to your own insurer about a
collision claim. They will bemore anxious
to keep you happy, since you pay their
rent. If the other driver is at fault, once
they settle with you they will deal with
the other guy and you can forget about the
whole thing. The cost of your insurance
should not increase if the other fellowis at
fault.

If you don't have collison, get a lawyer.
Sue the other driver for the cost of the bike
and the cost of thelegal action. Thelawyer
can tell you what you can recover.

The big thing to remember is that you
are facing a group of professionals. If you
don't have one in your camp, you don't
have a hope in hell of coming out even.

If it is your own insurer that’s giving
you a hard time, there are a number of
places to turn. Bitch to your agent. You
paid him to arrange insurance, and it
should work when you need it.

Bitch to the president of the insurance
company. Your local library will have the
names and addresses you need.
Remember that adjusters see God knows
how many files in a year, and afterawhile
they all look the same. A call from the
company president might remind the guy
dealing with you that you're a human, not
a file.

Bitch to your provincial Superintend-
ent of Insurance. He is a government-
appointed watchdog who carries a very
big stick that he can and will swing if you
are being shafted.
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There are things you can do before an
accident that may make things easier
should anything happen. If your bikeisan
antique, is highly modified or unusual in
any other way, youmay beabletoarrange
insurance on an agreed-value basis soyou
won't have to fight about dollars later.

Tell your agent you want to deal witha
reputable, sound company. Some of them
will not be here next year. Pay afewbucks
extra if necessary; your insurance won't
be much of a saving if the company folds,
and some of them will in 1981.

There are a lot of good agents and com-
panies around. Make sure yours are
among them.

]. McCleave
Shubenacadie, N.S.

Having read your article on page 12 of
the January issue on insurance in Ontario
and Quebec, I feel obligated as the owner
of a 1980 Honda Gold Wing to do whatever
[ can to see that our insurance rates are
lowered.

[ am 33 years of age, am an accident-free
driver and have been riding motorcycles
for more than eight years. I pay more than
$600 per year for bike insurance.

I would appreciate advice or help with
this problem, which, I'm sure, every bike
rider has but doesn't know how to deal
with.

Quebec riders have convinced their
government to hold back—let's convince
ours.

Harold Martell
Waterdown, Ont.

I would like to share a problem that
angers me greatly. My wife and I own a
1980 GL1100 Gold Wing, and the insu-
rance on it costs us almost $400. My big
beef is that the cost covers the liabilities
for 12 months of riding, but our Wing is
sitting in the garage from mid-October to
approximately mid-April, a total of at
least five months.

Yet we cannot receive any rebate, at
least on the collision costs. At one time,
when the insurance on my BSA Bantam
125 cost $31, I got a rebate upon cancella-
tion. Now they charge $400andthat’s that.
We would like to know if that's the policy
towards all riders by all insurance com-
panies, and if there's anything we can do.

Another thing; a policy can be pur-

chased for a car for six months, but for a

motorcycle only 12 month policies are

available here in Sudbury. We wonder if
this is a form of legal shafting.

Keith St. John

Garson, Ont.

Dave Baird's sad letter about insurance
problems in the January issue brought
back memories and reminded me how
ignorant and unprepared most of us are
when dealing with insurance. I think a
series of articles on insurance in the Tech-
nics section would be helpful.

Articles on how to handle claims are
really needed. I'm sure that many riders
have other specific questions suchaswhy
insurance companies don't give discounts
for passing an MSF course while they give
huge reductions for driver education
courses, and these questions could be
covered, too.

By the way, I really like your new for-
mat. Keep up the good work.

Bryant Owen
Frazerville, Ont.

Technological overkill
is a design wrong turn

Technological overkill seems tobecreep-
ing up on all of us, at least those of us who
have found that rice is nice. Certainly this
has to be true of the latest ideas from
Yamaha and Kawasaki. If one is going to
run with an on-board computer it might
be nice to have a degree in the applicable
electronics.

The closer one looks at the simplicity of
BMW, Harley, Triumph and all the other
forerunners of this technical and elec-
tronic wizardry, the more one wonders
where all the improvements will end.

I really enjoy setting 16 valves on my
GS, although shims could pose a problem,
I suppose. But if one is into being a part of
the machine when riding, you enjoy
knowing that all service has been per-
formed, and done right. In their efforts to
keep us from maintaining our own
machines, virtually every Japanese
manufacturer now suggests that most
operations be performed by anauthorized
dealer. But often motorcycle repair bills
read: Parts, $5: Labor, $95. I recall that
sometime in the past motorcycles were
economical.

[ recently ran across the perfect exam-



ple of the type of rider coming out of all
this. He was standing by his bike, flapping
his arms. He didn't know what was
wrong, it was a friend's bike. The gas
gauge read full, but the tank was empty. It
was then I realized that I had been blessed
with a vacuum fuel petcock, so after hav-
ing to steal the breather hose we finally
siphoned enough to get him to the next

station.
The point: forget all the technical

improvements, If it handles well and runs
well and you have a fair knowledge of the

machine, who really needs an on-board
computer?

[ asked an oldtimer about the first
Henderson he owned. When he then
looked at my bike, he asked if Ireally used
the gear position indicator. I don't. [ guess
we all get caught in the sophisticated
improvementls.

R. Degnan
Vancouver

Modified Vincent still
as quick as most bikes

Congratulations on your first magazine
issue. As good as it was, it will improvein
the future. Especially interesting was the
article on the Vincent. As the proudowner
of a modified 1953 Vin, and a member of
the Vincent Owner’s Club, I can readily
testify to the veracity of everything menti-
oned in the article.

My own Vin runs 8:1 pistons, 36 mm
Mikuni carbs, dual front heads, racing
mag, gearbox and clutch, balanced fly-
wheel, two-inch intake valves, and 1 3/8
inch exhaust valves. These modifications
are not really all that radical, merely
bringing the engine up to more modern
specifications.

Last summer, on a trip over the North
Cascades Highway in Washington state
accompanied by my riding buddy on his
(GS1000 Suzuki, [ had no trouble riding
right alongside him until he really started
riding berserko fashion. Since we both
ride European style—low bars, tank bags,
etc.—there were times when we were rid-
ing over 190 true km/h for several min-
utes. | can't match him in the quarter mile
because of the awfully high gearing, but
once rolling on the highway I can cruise
with bloody near any machine made.

SR

They work be too happy About the
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I also owna BMW R100/7, so as you can
see | appreciate the qualities that big
twins have to offer.

One interesting aside: the Vin in stock
condition was rated at 55-60 hp depend-
ing on compression ratios. With 250 cc
less displacement, the Yamaha Virago is
rated at the same hp, 59, with approxi-
mately the same weight and frontal area,
vet produces a top speed of 170 km/h, A
Suzuki 750, rated at 79 hp, has a top speed
no greater than the Vin.

My own bike might be getting 45-50 hp
at the rear wheel, and the Suzuki aboul
60-65. With the extra rolling resistance
and frontal area of an inline four machine,
the top speed performance works out to be
just about right. It never ceases to amaze
me that so many motorcycle companies—
and I think the Japanese are the worst
offenders—inflate horsepower figures in
the hope of selling more of them. Some-
day, perhaps, we will get back to honesty
in advertising.

Bob Schneider |

Vancouver

Two-strokes are the
key to reliable riding

Long live two-strokes! I started riding
in 1977 on a new GT500 Suzuki which
cost $1,500. I do all my own maintenance,
which [ learned from books and friends.
My costs to date are: bike, $1,500; second-
hand fairing, $100; quartz headlight, $25;
two rear tires, $150; chain and sprockets,
$60; ignition coil, $50; carb floats, $20;and
miscellaneous, $50.

My PLPD insurance costs $50 per
summer. | always get 50 mpg and use

two-stroke oil at a rate of one litre every
1,300 km. I lube my chain with P]-1every
160 km, and a $5 can lasts 8,000 km. [ tune
the bike every 5,000 km and check it over
every day I ride.

My bike performs well, cruising at
speeds up to 120 km/h. It has little more
vibration than a four-cylinder four-stroke
at high revs. It handles very well and will
carry two comfortably.

Anvbody can ride il. It is very easy Lo
service: no valves or cams; just change the
gearbox oil and spark plugs and clean the
air filter, [ rebuild my carbs each year. My
ignition is electronic. It needs at most
three kicks to start. Thelongevitvisdueto
good maintenance and excellent design.

Bloys Dekker
Peace River, Alta.

. Increasing leverage will

decrease effort

I have a possible solution for the man
who wrote you about having trouble
squeezing a clutch lever. For my Suzuki
RM125T I made a clutch actuation arm
idenlical to the original but three-quarters
of an inch longer. It gave a one-finger
¢lutch pull.

If Rowland Smith has an external
clulch actuating lever on his bike he may
have an easy cure for his weak grip.

Rodney Horney
Fruitvale, B.C.

Contributions are welcomed (or Readers Write. It's your
sectionof Cycle Canada, a forum for youropinions and ideas.
Write 1o The Editor, Cyele Canada, 290 Jarvis Street, Toronto,
Ont., M5B 2C5. All letters must be signed and show the

writer's Tull address, Anonymous letlers will not be consi-
derad for publication. Personal replies are not always
possible.
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nght equlpment |s good investment

How to select a tool kr{
to suit your needs ana
avoid going broke

By Dwight Teague

At this moment, chances are good that
your motorcyele stands in need of some
kind of maintenance or repair. This can
always be said of any complex piece of
machinery: the requirement could be any-
thing from a minor adjustment or a few
well-aimed squirts of lubricant to major
surgery. Beginners are advised to leave
the surgery to the surgeons, but beingable
to choose and use a modest collection of
hand tools can help save on servicing
costs, and the benefits in terms of confi-
dence and general peace of mind may be
worth far more than money.

Even a beginner will soon discover that
the bike's original tool kit is only for the
simplest curbside tinkering. This kit is
worth keeping, though; the oddest-
looking pieces are themost valuable, since
they fit things like special fasteners, very
large axle nuts, and tiny valve adjusters.
The customary “wrenches” are best used
as a guide to the socket sizes necessary for
serious work.

Unless you're feeling extravagant, you
needn't rush to buy acomprehensive setof
sockets. Big sets include many extra
shapes and sizes, and you'll want to avoid
the heartache of paying for things you
can't use. A good starting set might con-
tain a 3/8-inch-driveratcheting handle,an
extension or two, and six to nine sockets
running between 8 mm and 19 mm (or
from 3/8 to 3/4 inch for American and
post-1968 British bikes).

Canadian Tire (Husky brand) and
Sears (Craftsman) stock several varia-
tions on this theme at prices around $35 -
$40. Most reputable brands are
guaranteed, and without abuse will last
for generations. Socket drives are stand-
ardized on 1/4, 3/8 and 1/2-inch squares,
so pieces from any manufacturer can be
added as required. Deep sockels cost
more, and are rarely needed. Six-point
types are preferable to 12-points because
of their more secure fit, particularly on
worn bolt heads.

For oil changes, a long, stout 1/2-inch-
drive bar with a couple of 6-point sockets
will probably be needed for loosening the

Dwight Teague worked for several
years as a motorcycle mechanie, and has
taught moto-mechanics at Centennial
College in Toronto.
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Tools should be proportional to the
job at hand. There are more effective
alternatives to this item dated 1872.

drain plug and filter bolt. Plastic dish-
pans are cheap and handy for catching
used oil; for measuring small amounts of
oil for fork legs or two-stroke mix, a plas-
tic baby bottle marked in both ounces and
millilitres can be had from the local var-
lety store for less than a dollar.

An impact screwdriver is absolutely
vital for freeing straight-slot or cross-
head screws. Packaged with a small
assortment of bits, these miraculous devi-
ces are available from most motorbike
dealers for aboul $16. If you get one witha
3/8-inch square drive, everything will
interchange with your socket set.

A plastic-faced hammer will do almost
anything a steel onecando, except to leave
bash-marks. It won't even dent or mush-
room the top of your impact screwdriver.
Canadian Tire sells a dandy, with nearly
indestructible white tips, for $6.

Tire changing may never be fun, but
there are means to ease the task: Michelin
markets the longest, slimmest, most beau-
tiful tire leversever seen at $11each,andif
youre afraid to mar those costly cast
wheels using all that leverage, just try a
set of the nylon rim protectors supplied
through Suzuki ($7). Don't attempt thejob
without tire mounting lube — an aerosol
(Lubri-Tech, 85) is best, but 50/50 dish

soap and water will do in a pinch. Pres-
sure gauges run from $4 to more than $25;
the best is probably one that gets used
often.

For bolting on accessories, a set of com-
bination wrenches (around $20) would be

- especially useful. And multimeters can
. solve the mysteries of tracing electrical

faults or adding new circuits; the vasl

| assortment begins at $15.

Chain breakers come in a range of
shapes and prices, but Daidomakes oneof
the most versatile: it fits sizes up through
3/4-inch pitch, and sells for less than $20.
Re-riveting lools are much more expen-
sive, and the whole operation is officially
frowned upon for some models. Check
with your dealer or handbook before tak-
ing the chain apartl.

Tune-up equipment can be simple or

, expensive, depending on your ambitions

and the model involved. A small two-
stroke dirt bike might do with little more
than a spark plug socket, a continuity
checker (light, buzzer or meter) for setting
the ignition points, and a strong pair of
pliers to pull the exhaust baffle for
cleaning.

Some multi-cylinder machines can use
a strobe light (up to $80), a set of vacuum
gauges (as much as $300-plus for Honda's
own), a special tappet depresser, and a
selection of valve shims, as well as feeler
gauges, gaskets, skill, etc. However, good
strobe lights do exist at $40 [the $10 ones
are pretty dim), and electronic ignitions
may never need resetting at all. There are
less expensive vacuum gauges too, but it
could be more practical to have a dealer
balance the carbs,

For more extensive engine work like a
top end overhaul, a torque wrench is
essenlial. The variety starts at about $20.

Special items such as gear pullers,
welding torches and chain riveting tools
can sometimes be rented, and the services
of a hydraulic press, valve seat cutter or
guide reamer can be obtained from a
motorcycle shop or automotive machine
shop for a nominal fee.

Information is often the most valuable
tool of all, so a careful reading of your
owner's handbook would be worthwhile
— these little booklets can be amazingly
informative. A mechanic's advice can
sometimes prevent great troubles, and
there's always the workshop manual as
the Final Authority. O
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-
and it's especially true
with a bike involved

By Daphne MacKay

If I hadn't let them talk me out of it, I'd
have had a bike when | wasabout 18.1like
to remember being fearless, perfectly co-
ordinated, strong and confident at 18.

Reality is another story. I got my first
bike when I was 40. [ had just compleled
my fifth session at a Canada Safety Coun-
cil Motorcycle Training Course. The first
four nights I was great; eager, bright,
quick on the uptake. Youdidn't have totell
me twice. Bul the fifth night?

I stalled. I couldn't start; 20 times I
couldn't start. [ fell going up theramp. The
tire I had ridden over so glibly those other
nights flipped up and hit the front of the
bike. The instructor, who had been so
pleased with me before, now looked at me
the way I look at bugs.

That was the night my husband, who
rides a Norton 850 Commandoand cantell
you everything you'd rather not know
about everything that moves on wheels,
bought me a beautiful, shiny, new, red 125
Honda street and trail bike; the bike Ilater
called Spunky.

Somehow, I passed the test next day. |
have an embarrassing idea that | may
have mumbled during the whole ordeal,
but I got my licence.

I'm 41 now and my eldest daughter
recently gave birth to a baby girl. Before
long she'll be able to say: "My Granny
rides a motorcycle.” Cool.

On those beautiful country trails I had
longed to explore, [ discovered that there
is simply no way you can extract your
person from underneath a fed-up, dis-
gusted motorcycle with any degree of
grace or dignily. My husband was very
patient; he picked Spunky up and said
soothing, sympathetic things. Sometimes
he spoke to me, too.

Still, I'm convinced there's no way to
quell that sick, black feeling youget as you
head hopelessly toward a deep, malevo-
lent rut and seconds later find yourself
where you expected to be, in the mud,
gazing up at a patch of azure sky through
rich green leaves, listening to the birds
Daphne MacKay is an ex-Torontonian
and ex-Montrealer who has adopled
Nova Scotia’s Cape Breton Island as
home. She works as a writer and broad-
caster for CBC radio and TV in Sydney.
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~— and mopped up a bit.

-

After a chat with the proprietor, we

/ 2)%decided that we could leave the Honda at

W b
The author discovered that visions of
biking grandeur faded with each fall.

laughing themselves sick.

The first Big Adventure was when my
husband and I rode 435 kilometers to
Dartmouth to pick up a 350 Honda for a
young friend. We rode there on the Norton
and | was loride the Honda home. It didn't
rain as we left home under the worried
eyes of my three youngsters. It rained
moments later. It stayed raining. Wedried
out at amotel in Dartmouth, after treating
ourselves to a well-earned steak supper.

Next morning the rain was light. We
picked up the bikeand my husband tried it
out, announcing that it was “a good little
machine.” [ got on then, muttering toil the
way you do lo a strange dog vou think
might be vicious. “Good little machine,” |
said hopefully, trving to get all my toes on

. the ground al once.

The rain soon abandoned its restraint
and began to beat enthusiastically at our
faces. The nex! two hours [ remember as
a year of splashing, aching, half-blind mis-
ery, during which Itriedtoconvincethe Al-
mighty that nothing I might have done re-
cently had earned me an ugly death.

We finally stopped for coffee. People
sitting near us in the restaurant shook
their heads at the puddles that sur-
rounded us.

Another hour and a half of underwater
riding found us at a garage and this time [
couldn’t hold the bike up when we pulled
in. It simply lay down and so did I, still
wrapped arcound it. It was time for how-
ling again.

My husband came through once more,
He masterfully called a halt to my agonies,
assured me of my wonderful courage and
led me to the garage snack bar, where we

the garage and send for it the following
week.

It was a long, wet ride home on the
Norton and visibility was almost nil once
darkness set in, but [ was grateful just to
sit behind and wipe the rain off my nose
whenever [ liked.

The second Big Adventure was going to
the Caper Rally, sponsored by The Cape
Breton Motorcyele Touring Association
last summer, under my own steam.

By the time we'd gone a mile, it was
suddenly dark. | had only been a short
distance down ourroad in darkness so far
and I rode to the rally in an unrelenting
dither the whole way over chewed-up
country roads. But [ was proud.

I'd love toreport that I swooped into the
rally campground to admiring throngs
and the back-patting of my peers, but
things went sort of screwy when I turned
off the main road onto the dirt at the
enlrance.

I'm glad, now, that it was dark. It
happened so fast that I'm not sure what it
looked like, but I was quite high up above
Spunky at one point. Then I was down
and rolling. I heard Spunky still growling
nearby and I crawled over to turn his
engine ofl.

['d read somewhere to do that. Another
rider I hadn't seen behind me came run-
ning, very concerned for my safety and
rather relieved when I apologized to
Spunky and stood up.

Later, around the campfire, my rescuer
gave me a bit of glory, telling everyone
whal a "plucky little gal” I'd been, show-
ing more concern for my bike than myself
and getling right back on. Maybeitwasn't
exactly like the heroic fantasies I've con-
jured up from time to time and maybe
you'd call it a kind of booby prize, but I
basked. You bel I basked. I was wishing
the scratch on my leg was worse.

I'm still riding. I'm still nervous and I
often wonder if it's worth the fear. Well, I
guess it's just goingto taketime.I'mnot 18,
after all.

Still, when Spunky and I are out
together, we're a couple of kids. A little
scared of the dark, maybe. Notsure how to
handle all that freedom. But we're careful

splashed our way through more coffee | ...and we're learning. O



WINNER’S CHOICE

YOKOHAMA - TSUBAKI - S & W - ARAI - ND - LUBRI-TECH

Top quality race-proven HEGAMN products
trusted by

e,
i

Rob Hodgson ™
Laurentide 125 champ

and National 2 in 125.

.-1_ .-‘.

gl o
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Uses Yokohama, Arai, =it SN el e ; Ve : S {
Lubri-Tech, Tsubaki, ND (=5afer=rn - MalsfiairSeaoscims T i

Jim Hamilton Chris Evans
National Open Class Canadian #1 Senior Dirt Tracker.
Enduro Champion. Uses Arai, Lubri-Tech, Tsubaki,
Uses Yokohama, ND, Arai, S& Wand ND
Tsubaki, Lubri-Tech

HERE ARE MORE TOP CANADIAN
RACERS WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN
RACE PROVEN Ri€AH PRODUCTS:

MOTOCROSS

Terry Hoffoss: Canadian #1 125 Champion
Charles Desourdy: 1981 National #5
Scott Lockhart: Martime Team Yamaha rder
Stan Currington: 1981 National #7

Al Jaggard: 1980 National 8

Dennis James: 1981 National #9

Wally Levy: 1980 National #7

Dave McGregor: Team Cycle World

Jay Kimber: Team Yamaha Rider

Burton Goodwin: Maritime Team Yamaha

DRAG RACING

Len Hrominchuck: Holder of many track records throughout
(Canada and the U.S.A.

SIDECAR RACING

Larry & Clay L’Ecyer: 1st. place Nelson Ledaes

Rov Richards & Dave McKenna: Canada’s winningest sidecar
team

DIRT TRACK
John Parker: 1980 #250 Expert class
Jon Cornwall: 1980 £#3 in Canadian National 2 mile

- EI?DAD RACING
. teve Gervais: 1979 £1 Hoad Racer
GEUI‘EE Morin Norm Sheppard: 1980 #2 Castrol 125 seres

Canadian #1 road racer. e
Uses Yokahama, Arai, Lubri-Tech, Teubaki, NDandS& W L George Morin: 1980 #1 Road Racer

PRODUCTS AVAILABLE FROM BETTER MOTORCYCLE STORES

Canadian distributor: nu ‘ & “"

3225 Lenworth Drive, Mississauga, Ont. (416) 625-3890
7442 Fraser Park Drive., Burnaby, B.C. (804) 434.7575
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You could listen
to the wall of
16,000 rpm

The Cycle Canada '81 shows were ter- |
rific, setting attendance records in all |
three cities. A total of 63,000 enthusiasts
visited the fifth annual running of our
exhibition of motorcycling at its best.
Held on three successive weekendsin Jan-
uary and February, the shows in Van-
couver, Edmonton and Toronto attracted
18,000; 13,000; and 32,000 visitors
respectively.

Among the show attractions was four-
time world hillclimb champion John Wil-
liams from Markham, Ont. Williams and
his Nick-Kemp-built 500 cc Honda nitro-
burner were a hit with showgoers and the
media, with an audio-visual presentation
which introduced thousands to the 16,000
rpm wail of the STP Special.

The 10th of Craig Vetter's projected line
of 200 Mystery Ships was another show
feature. Bought by Vancouver motorcycle
dealer Terry Faust, il formed the centre-
piece ol the Cycle Canada magazine dis-
play and information centre in Edmonton
and Toronto. The centre supplied infor- |
mation on sources of rider training and
motorcyele insurance, as well as a chance
to meet with the editorial staff in Toronto. |

Dennis Malkin's huge wooden chopper |
was a popular attraction in Vancouver. In |
Toronto, we showed our turbo Honda |
CBX test bike courtesy of dealer Zdeno |
Syrovy, and our VW-Ariel showcase |
machine courtesy of its owner Martin |
Jansen. Contributing editor Mike Duff |
spent the weekend meeting readers at the
Toronto show.

Several clubs and organizations pro-
vided displays, including the Alberta
Road Racing Association, Amateur Trials
Association, B.C. Road Riders, Canadian
Motorcvecle Association, Canadian
Sidecar Owners Association, Canadian
Vintage Motorcycle Group, Christian
Riders, Gold Wing Owners Association, |
Greater Vancouver Motorcycle Club,
York Wings Motorcycle Club and provin- |
cial affiliates of the Canada Safety
Council.

Suzuki donated a (GS400S, winner of
Cycle Canada’s 1980 economy test, for a
free draw at each of our three shows. The
winners were Richard Poole of North
Vancouver, Dennis Bossert of Edmonton
and Bill Haughton of Scarborough, Ont.

Foremost attractions were nearly all
the 1981 motorcycles, plus other machin-
ery as diverse as an Equalean sidecarand |
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Can-Am's Sabre-X four-stroke proto-
type.

To all of you who came, thanks. We're
now catching our breath and planning
ways to make Cycle Canada '82 better
still.

ﬂ.ﬂ% ) s'l

. The three Cycle Canada shows featured
everything from a Vetter Mystery Ship
and Honda CBX turbo (above) to vintage
treats such as a board track Indian.

| Four-time world hillclimb champion
0 | John Williams (below) wowed visitors.

Custom display

Cycle Canada 81, Toronto
February 1

HOT STREET

1 - Ken Modl Suzuki GS1000
2 - John Stead Honda CB400F
TURBO

1 - Chris Lowe Suzuki GS1000
2 - Desmond Lee Honda CBX
CAFE

1 - Bob Tremblay
2 - Bill Davidson
TOURING

1 - Sid Collier Honda GL1100

1- Pat Hurley

2 - Paul Garratt
ANTIQUE

1 - Tom Wilcock

2 - Phil Mahood
BEST IN SHOW
Lorne Liebel

Honda GL1000

Rickman/Kawasaki KZ1000
Kawasaki KZ1000

2 - Al Brackett Honda GL1000
DRESSER

1- Ed Leslie Harley-Davidson 1200
2- Al Sklerac Harley-Davidson 1200
CHOPPER

Harley-Davidson Sportster

1911 Harley-Davidson single
1952 Vincent Black Shadow

‘Arlen’s Old Lady’, H-D Sportster




UNORTHODOX,

SIMPLE AND
MADE TO LAS],
DNEPR OFFERS

NEW OUTLOOKS
FOR CANADAS
MOTORCYCLISTS.

In an age when serious
-motorcyclists are demandin
a more efficient, economica

way to travel, the Dnepr is the logical
choice.

Manufactured in the Soviet Union,
the Dnepr is inexpensive. Designed
to tackle the Canadian climate head-
on. Hardy and rugged to provide
enjoyment year-round.

The detachable sidecar (standard
equipment) %wes vou the ability to
take the family along, or pack a lot of
gear to head out on your own.

Looking for something different?
Look to Dnepr. It may be your way to
travel.

DNEPR.

PHILIFMOTO

66 Victoria Drive,
Vancouver, B.C. V5L 4C2
(604) 254-6755

Give rﬂlll'

Vista-Gruise

. . the nylon
cruise control ;
for motorcycles

» Holds throtile at desired speed.
« Can be manually operated, even when engagea.
» Relieves arm and wrist strain.
» |5 easily installed — just remove grip and
slide on.
» Molded construction — no pins to work loose
or break.

Sound-Off Safety, inc.
Box 206 Hudsonville, Michigan 49426

FOR RIDERS WHO
NEVER LIKED FAIRINGS
BEFORE.

RIDING
COMFORT

Silhouette's patented "Cushion Mount” system gives you
the riding comfort of a frame mount, with the convenience
of a handlebar mount without distracting from the styling
integrity of your machine. MODELS FOR EVERY ROAD BIKE!

SINOUSTIE 3
/ SYSTEM

"Keep your legs warm and dry with the quick-mount SILHOUETTE."

distributed throughout Canada by:

Marquette Marketing Corporation
MarquEttE P.O. Box 3450

Don MIlis, Ontario

Canada M3C 279 (416) 495-9650

motocross specialties

1441 KINGSWAY. VANCOUVER, B.C. V5N 2Rb
TELEPHONE (604) 873-4554

CANADIAN MX HEADQUARTERS

o O [

HALLMAN RACING

ANSWER PRODUCTS GOOKINAID E.R.G. DG PERFORMANCE
SUNLINE MAICO MOTORCYCLES SPECIALTIES

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED SEND S3.00 FOR EXCITING NEW
FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 1981 CATALOG AND STICKERS !
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porting riders
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racers have been
drooling over it
since it wasintro-
duced in Europe in
1980. Yamaha has
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Touching down any p
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art of the RD350 rues nerves and ability beyond the norm.

The RD handles so well that cruising at maximum bank attitudes becomes easy.

YAMAHA RD350

Even in 1981, a year of innovation,
change and introduction of new models
galore, the RD350 is something special. It
displaces only 347 cc, when 400 has been
considered the absolute minimum for
street sport bikes for years. It's a two-
stroke, when even off-road machines are
shunning the design and turning to valves
and cams. It's liquid-cooled, which is
unusual, although not unique. It doesn't
have an electric starter, which is unique
for new streel models this year. And it
uses a monoshock rear suspension, which
was unique lo the streel when the hike hit
European shores in 1980.

This RD350 is the outcome of a long
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history of small sporting bikes from
Yamaha dating from before 1973, when
the first air-cooled RD350 was intro-
duced. This first RD was a bomb with the
engine mounlted well back in a short
wheelbase—wheelie city, particularly
combined with the extremely peaky
powerband.

In 1976 Yamaha tamed the hike some-
what, detuning the motor for less peaki-
ness, adding 50 cc to restore lust power
and creating a new frame to reduce the
tendency to unicycle down the road. The
new frame also greatly improved road
holding, making the bike the killer in road
racing production classes, a position the
bike holds to this day.

Three years later, the RD was the only
two-stroke sport bike still in production,

and Yamaha apparently decided to
emphasize the sport aspects. Hence was
born the Daytona Special, a pear] white
and red jet with better suspension, more
power and improved cornering clearance.,

The new motor produced 41 hp, while
vehicle weight was down to 156 kg. The
extra heat produced by the added power
was dissipated in part by anew shroudon
the cylinder head similar to the Ram Air
system Suzuki had used in previous
yvears. The deflector gathered air and
forced it through and around the head to
keep engine temperatures to a tolerable
level.

The Daylona Special was a true sport-
ing rider's bike, a machine at home on the
race track without being uncivilized on
the street. It- seemed like the ullimate.
Candian riders were twice blessed, since
the version our neighbours south of the
border got was strangled to meet EPA
emission rules and produced only 37 hp.

There is no road-going two-stroke
Yamaha at allin the U.S. this year, at least
not legally. Word is that many frustrated
American riders are buying RD350s in
Canada and sneaking them back across
the border. If you want one, better get it
while the supply lasts.

The machine inspiring this clandestine
commerce makes the previous ultimate,
the RD400 Daytona Special, seem like a
slug. The RD350 is a 143 kg missile that
produces 47 hp at 8,500 rpm fromits 347 cc
engine, with a maximum torque of 4.1
kg-m produced at 8,000 rpm. Evenwith all
this power, the engine feels fairly mildly
tuned, with a compression ratio of only
6.2:1.

The power comes from porting, from
closer tolerances allowed by the water
jacket and from the inclusion of reed
valves in the intake tract. The six extra
horsepower creates more heat than the
air-cooled engine ever did, of course, and
this is where the water jacket comes in,
allowing much more heat to be quickly
carried away and dissipated through the
radiator. [t works so effectively that even
aftera hard ride you can put your hand on
the cylinders momentarily without
burning, they're hot, but nothing like an
air-cooled engine’s.

Piston travel is shorter than in the old
engine, too; 54 mm instead of 62. This
means thal more rpm can be turned with-
out exceeding piston speed limitations.
All in all, the engine works like a dream.
Not only is il stronger than the old air-
cooled engine in maximum power and
torque output, but it also has a much
wider powerband and can comfortably be
ridden around at engine speeds as low as
3,000 rom.

A coat of flat black paint covering the
entire engine and exhaust system further
aids heat dissipation. The engine temper-
ature is maintained between 40 and 110
degrees C. while running, and the rider
cankeep tabs onit by means of atempera-
ture gauge mounted in the tachometer



face. We rode the bike in fairly cool
weather, no more than 18 degrees C., and
found that no matter how hard or how
easily the engine was worked the needle
never wavered from a position on the
unmarked scale corresponding to about
60 degrees.

The system uses 1,800 cc of an anti-
freeze/water mixture. It is moved around
by a pump driven from the right end of the
crankshaft, in the same location as the oil
injector pump. The radiatoris mounted on
the front down tubes in front of the cylind-
ers, and is cooled only by forced air circu-
lation; there's no fan fitted, and certainly
none needed in our experience.

The radiator is surrounded by a plastic
shroud, black to match the engine, that
might help prevent some damage in the
event of a crash. The rad itself is also
painted black.

Our test riders all found the appearance
of the RD most attractive. The blacked-
out engine, rad and exhaust pipes-cum-
expansion chambers create a tough-guy,
getting down to business look by visually
centring the weight of the machine. The
paint job, white with crisp dual-tone blue
highlight stripes, contrasts sharply with
the matt black and seems to indicate a
cool, aloof disposition. It looks right for
what it is—competent and collected in all
situations. The curved-spoke alloy wheels
only add a touch of provocative allure to
an attractive package.

But if it's pleasant and instructive to
look at, the machine comes alive once on
the open road in the hands of a sporting
rider. The performance of the engine,
brakes and suspension are up to the high-
est standards, and more than bear out the
promise of the bike at rest.

In spite of the bike's uncompromising
ability as a sporting machine, the RD
impresses its rider with its civilized com-
portment, The engine, capable of blinding
bursts of power, is not peakyas youwould
expect — much less so than the Daytona.
Below 5,000 rpm any rider can putter
around the city or cruise down a country
lane; between 5,000 and 7,000 the 47
horses start to gallop and at 7,000 rpm
panic sets in for the inexperienced as the
front wheel heads for the sky and the
machine leaps forward.

Even during the panic stages of acceler-
ation, you'd never guess what was hap-
pening by listening. The air cleaner, water
jacket and blank silencers quiet theengine
enough to give no hint of the drama the
rider is living through.

One thing that isn't changed from the
Daytona Special is the RD's propensity to
loft the front end. If you'regassing thebike
hard, you have to work at it to keep the
front wheel near the ground all the way
through first and second, and a hard shift
to third will find it pointing toward the
moon again.

Keeping the engine revving above 7,000
is heaven for the street rider who likes to
think he's a road racer. On the other hand,

Narrow handlebar is the perfect match
to rear-set pegs and narrow seat.

Individual cylinders share a one-piece
head. Coolant flows up crankcase.

et S

Gears on crank end drive oil and water
pumps. Engine mounts on rubber.

Air cleaner lives in the plastic box
mounted just ahead of the monoshock.

if you're not into white knuckles and bulg-
ing eyeballs at every corner, keeping the
rpm below the magic mark of 7 onthetach
slows things down enough that the trip
becomes much more relaxing.

One thing that makes it easy to keepthe
engine on the boil is the gearbox, which is
perhaps the best one Yamaha provides on
its street bikes. The six gears are staged
well to match the RD's power. Short over-
all gearing, for a maximum of 169 km/h at
redline in top, makes maximum use of the
bike's accelerative power. The light, pre-
cise clutch has a wide engagement span
and is easy to control, whichisjustaswell
considering how fast the front end gets
light in the lower gears.

You can feel extremely safe ontheRDno
matter how fast you're travelling or how
twisty the road, because the brakes are
superb. There are two discs of 267 mm
diameter up front, and hauling on the
lever with only two fingers has much the
same effect as running into a giant feather
pillow. The bike stops right now. It's pos-
sible to lock the front end at triple-figure
speeds if you try; a front tire better able to
transmit the deceleration available from
the brakes would be agoodinvestmentfor
a rider who planned to use the brakes
hard.

The rear drum brake works well in
concert with the front. The overkill at the
steering end of the bike means that very
little brake is needed at the rear, and the
drum seems tobe set up well toaccount for
this. One nice touch is that thedownward-
sloping pedal is adjustable for various
sizes of foot, soit's quiteeasy togetitinthe
most comfortable position.

Using the front brake alone can be great
fun if you have the skill and the nerve to
attempt doing brakies—stopping on the
front wheel with the rear hovering in the
air. It's easy if you have a precise feel,buta
little too much brake and you'lllock up the
tire with dire results. Don't try it unless
you're sure of what you're doing.

The rear end is suspended by Yamaha's
famous monocross system. It utilizes a
triangular swingarm and a massive pres-
surized shock absorber that feedssuspen-
sion loads up the main backbone of the
frame toward the steering head. It is
adjustable five ways for preload by turn-
ing a notched collar. No damping adjust-
ment is provided, and we didn't miss it.

The same is true at the front; 32 mm fork
tubes carry coil springs and use oil damp-
ing, without adjustment for air pressure
or damping rate. As with the 550 Seca
tested in the March issue, we found the
stock damping and spring rates tobe good
enough that the lack of adjustability
wasn't a problem.

One rider thought that air caps on the
fork tubes would be a good idea to minim-
ize front end dive during the heavy brak-
ing the RD is capable of. Still, the bike
doesn't nosedive the way the RD400s did
and other riders didn't think it was a prob-

Continued on Page 54
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GO FAST IN COMFORT

Comfort-loving racers will love the
GS750's seat and suspension.

he big noise in the 1981 model year

seems {0 be centred around 550s

and the big litre-bikes. Newer,

fasier, smaller, lighter; a 550 with
the speed ol a 750 and a 1,000 with the
weight of a 750.

It's interesting that 750s are still used as
the standard of comparison. Nol so many
years ago bikes of thai size defined the
outer limits of streetable size and perfor-
mance, and despite the GS51100s and
CBXs many people still seem to perceive
them that way.

The manufacturers are certainly build-
ing them that way. The class is loaded
with missiles this vear, all priced within
$200 of one another and all offering differ-
ent features to entice the buyer. It'sa hotly
compelitive displacement category, in
which the manufacturers use the latest
technological trick or styling gimmick to
sell more bikes than their competitors.

With the exception of a few aberrations
such as the RE5 rotary, Suzuki has tradi-
tionallv shied away from that kind of
markeling. The company has preferred to
market solid, well-constructed bikes that
performed at least as well as the competi-
tion without having all the flash and
hype. The 1981 (G5750E represents a logi-
cal improvement on the 1980 model,
which in turn was an update of the origi-
nal GS750 of 1977 that ushered in the
current crop of 750s.

In 1981 the GS has the adjustable sus-
pension of its bigger 850 and 1,000 cc
shafl-drive brothers. This should correct
the howls of complaint [rom Suzuki fans
from 1980, when the new TSCC engine
arrived in a frame that was heavier and
not so nimble as the earlier bikes. Up [ront
the fork legs get individual air caps to
allow the rider to tailor the ride he wants,
while the rear has shocks adjustable for
both damping rate and preload to com-
plete the picture.

Owners of the GS1000 and GS850 ser-
ies have known for years that their bikes’
chassis were perhaps the best around for
combining comfort with handling ability.
That hasn't changed this vear, as the 750
feels very much like the other GS models
whether it's dragging the muffler clamps
or sedately rolling down a rippled
expressway.
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The TSCC four-valve engine churns out
79 hp and still delivers 17.2 km/L.

In appearance, too, vou won't mistake
the Suzuki for anv other brand. It looks
enough like its 1,100 cc stablemate that
vou have to check the sidecovers to be
sure which bike it is. It's large for the
current group of 750 cc motorcycles; it's
taller and wider and bigger in feel than a
Honda, Kawasaki or Yamaha Seca. While
thal may go somewhat against the trend
to make machines as physically small as
possible, it does pay dividends in comfort
both fer rider and passenger. There's
FYLOE T OnET L3 ITHOR E2 E-l!'”l.lfl[:L IEEE Eind dr'ims
aren’t forced to bend as much and the bike
relains more ground clearance than some
other bikes in the class because the frame
isn't lowered to ensure firm footing for
short riders.

One rider made the classic comment
about the Suzuki's stvling and general
feel — “it doesn't have any personality” —
but when he had to choose between the
Suzuki and another 750, he chose the
Suzuki every lime. Despite his comment
he liked the appearance; the paintisn’t up
to top standard, bul it's quite adequate.
Our dark blue test bike had a classic look
with bare metal and chrome used to set off
the paint. It's an appearance that will
wear well, perhaps better than that of its
trendier counterparts.

Riding the GS is easv. While the engine
isnt a low-speed slogger as a V-twin

would be, it has much more bottom-end
power than other 750 fours, and certainly
as much mid-range and top end. The
engine produces 79 hp and 6.4 kg-m of
torque; that is a lot of power for a 750, and
it's obvious whenever you whack open
the four Mikuni CV carburetors. Throttle
response is quick and crisp, the transmis-
sionratios are a good match for the power
curve and the overall gearing is high
enough that there is little vibration.

The engine on our test bike felt much
smoother than the one in the L-model we
tested in our January issue. The tingle you
usually associate with a four was not
noticeable at all unless you looked for it,
and then only at speeds well above legal
limits.

The four-valve engine gets good
mileage, too. Suzuki's so-called twin
swirl combustion chamber does seem to
promole efficient combustion; we got a
figure of 17.2 km/L with this bike com-
pared to 18.5 for the January test machine,
bul the higher number is probably more
representative. We toured the L-model,
while the current bike was thrashed
through the mountains of southern Cali-
fornia and worked a lot harder for its
living.

We felt that the gearing was still lower
than need be. At 100 km/h the engine is
turning 4,706 rpm; lower than a Yamaha
750 Seca, for example, but higher than
need be for adequate power. It doesn't
vibrate much, as noted above, but turning
fewer revs would promote better fuel
mileage and less wear and tear over the
long term.

Something that Suzuki did do with the
TSCC engine in this bike and the 1100 is
pitch the idea of using shims and buckets
to adjust valve clearances, reverting to
the good old concept of rocker arms and
adjuster screws. Shims hold clearances
longer, but it's a major pain to set valve
trains using them, and we think most
owners who do their own work prefer the
rocker arm system. Since the GS happily
pulls five-figure rpm there's no compell-
ing reason to go to shims to lighten the

Stability even while dragging the mufflers

is one of the GS750's most endearing traits.
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Suzuki GS750E's clearance is easily changed
with adjustable shocks and air-assisted fork.

cam train or improve.reliability.

The transmission and clutch work
extremely well, right in the same league
with the big Kawasakis which are still
our favorites. This GS has a fairly heavy
clutch pull, stiffer than we remember on
the L-model and much stiffer than on the
Yamaha Seca we rode at the same time as
the E-bike. It isn't objectionable innormal
riding, but you'll notice it in heavy traffic.

The big change this year is to the chas-
sis. Air forks up front and adjustable
shocks at the rear allow easy adjustment
of ride quality tosuit theriderand the load
on the motorcycle. Individual air caps are
used up front; it would be useful to have
them linked as on the GS1100 or the new
Honda 750s. The air valves are canted
outward from the fork tops so that you
don't have to struggle to fit an air gauge or
pump under the handlebar as youdoona
Yamaha Virago, for example. It isn't quite
as convenient a system as the side-
mounted valves on the Yamaha Seca, but
it's pretty close.

At the rear, damping can beadjusted by
a large collar at the top of the shock that
needs no special tool to operate; just grab
it with your fingers and turn it. It's one of
the easiest shock adjustment systems
we've seen, on a par with the latest Kawa-
sakis. Preload is adjustable five ways in
the normal fashion that requires a screw-
driver or some other such tool to turn a
notched collar against spring pressure.

Most of the time we ran the forks at
seven psiand the rear springs on the No.2
positions for both damping and preload.
In those positions we found the ride com-
fortable — probably the smoothest and
most compliant of all the 750s — while
handling was still precise.

Cranking up the rear end provided
more ground clearance for our road-race-
type test rider, but he didn't feel any need
to go to a higher front pressure. The bike
grounds out on the centrestand and

muffler clamps on the left and on the muf-
fler clamps on the right; foot pegs touch
down first on both sides but can be
quickly worn away by an enthusiastic
rider who knows what he's doing.

That's not to say that there's a lack of
ground clearance; on the contrary, it's at
least as good as average for the class.
Anyone who touches the bike down in
normal street riding is going to be going
mighty fast, and we doubt that most rid-
ers will ever runinto clearance problems.
If you do, however, you'll find the Suzuki
extremely forgiving.

The H-rated IRC tires are excellent,
along with some of the latest Bridge-
stones among the best Japanese rubber
we've tried.

The one time a rider nearly got into
trouble was coming too fast into a very
fast decreasing-radius turn. He had to
brake very heavily while leaning the bike
over, and found that it started to snake
around. Thinking about it later, he wasn't
sure if he'd used too much rear brake or if
he'd just been going too fast. Still, he
didn't fall and the Suzuki soldiered on
untroubled.

Such antics aside, in normal riding the
GS is perfectly well-behaved. It's a little
more top-heavy — and just plain heavier
— than a Seca or Kawasaki 750, and con-
sequently is more work to pitch back and
forth through a series of bends, but feels
as though everything is working in har-
mony at alltimes. It hasa pleasant synthe-
sis of behavior and sensation that has
marked the GS-series bikes since they
were introduced.

To go with the engine and chassis, the
brakes are of the highest calibre. They
have perhaps a little less feel than the
Honda's new twin-piston design, and
they may not be quite as strong as the
Yamaha Seca's brakes, but thedifferences
are marginal. We found them strong and
predictable. 2
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We aren't fans of disc brakes on the rear
of any motorcycle for two reasons. The
first is that a disc is heavier than a drum,
and the second is that discs usually pro-
vide more brake than is needed at the rear
of a motorcycle. Most of a bike's braking
force comes from the front end, the more
so the harder you brake, as weight
transfers forward. The Suzuki's reardisc
is better than mostin that wefound iteasy
to modulate, but we still think it's over-
kill. A good drum rear brake is usually
more controllable and useful than the
Suzuki's disc.

Other features on the Suzuki are also
first-class. The seat is an excellent exam-
ple: some of our riders think that the seats
on the GS850 and (GS1000 are the best
seats in motorcycling, and the 750 has the
same one. [t's broad, flat and well-padded
with a dual-density foam that is comfor-

table on first acquaintance and stays that
way all day long. The big saddle lets the
rider and passenger move around, while
the generous physical dimensions of the
bike leave lots of room to the handlebar
and footpegs so that legs and arms don't
get cramped.

The 60/55 watt quartz-halogen head-
light throws an excellent beam that's
sharp, bright and well-defined. Another

electrical nicety is the provision of a fused
accessory terminal in the fuse panel; for
those who use electric gloves or other
such add-ons, it greatly simplifies hook-
up.
An electrical touch that isn't so nice is
the starter interlock. The clutch has to be
pulled before the starter will engage, even
when the transmission is in neutral. It's a
pain. We found that a cold engine would
race madly while the clutch was pulledin,
causing the rider to stab down at the
handlebar-mounted choke control. Then
upon releasing the clutch the engine
would often die as the extra load was fed
in. There has to be a better way, such as
only having the interlock work if the bike
is in gear.

The tool kit is excellent. The usual tools
are provided, but the chrome steel tools
are of much superior quality to those usu-

Understated elegance of the Suzuki’s shape appealed to most riders. While bigger
than other modern 750s, the GS still manages to look clean and crisp.

,..-::F;T? F h" 4
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Collar at top of shock quickly adjusts
damping. Four positions are available.
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Some of Cycle Canada's riders think the seats on the big Suzukis are the best ones in
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motorcycling, and the one on the GS750 isn’t about to change any minds.



ally supplied. We missed the air pressure
gauge that Suzuki used to supply with
air-assisted fork bikes; it should be a
standard feature with such machines.

Also, a hand airpump wouldn't beamiss.
This is a feature of old that you never see
any more, and we can't understand why
not. It's handy in the event of a flat, and
most air-assisted suspension units really
shouldn't be filled from a service station
air pump because of their small volume
and the pump's high pressure. A hand
pump would be an easy and convenient
way to let the rider maximize hisuseof the
adjustable suspension units present on
many modern street bikes.

We aren't slamming Suzuki alone for
this, of course; it's the same for all the big
manufacturers. We noticed the lack when
we got into some twisty roads, wanted to
jack up the forks a bit and found the

nearest service station to be about 30 km

away.

We had occasion to use the tool kit once.
The four bolts holding the cam chaincover
to the top of the cam box backed out: one
fell intoa spark plug recess and the others
were a few threads from disappearing
when we noticed the oil on the front of the
engine. We lightened them down and
found two of the bolts on the front cam box

to be loose as well. It was probably an
isolated occurence, but it points up again
that the owner of any new bike should
take the time to check things over care-
fully before riding far.

‘Suzuki's owner's manual is exception-
ally good in this regard, providing torque
figures for tighteningallthenutsandbolts
on the bike. Three cheers for something
that every company should do and no one
has done before without the purchase of
an expensive shop manual.

We liked the GS750. The uprated sus-
pension has brought the bike's perfor-
mance up to date with others in the class,
and we think it's more comfortable and
gasier to live with than some of its compe-
tition. It's not as flashv or trendy as some,
but if you're the type who likes to ride
rather than show off your riding, look into
a G5750. O

Suzuki GS750Es
MEDEE:= 7 20 at i ey s 55 1981 Suzuki GS750E  PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE......... 16.8 m/sec at
TEST:DISTANGE 7 S atniy s nite o o vuiat 26 624 km 9,500 rpm
PRICE aoeis bl pets S g o S, ST $3.809 RPMATI00KM/H ......cccviniiivanveuaass 4,706
MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS . .... (1) 75, (2) 109,
ENGINE (3) 140, (4) 172, (5) 201 km/h
TYPE: it Four-cylinder four-stroke with chain- -
driven DOHC, four valves per cylinder FUEL
PISPEACENMENT . s vo v s 748cc  CAPACITY ............. 19 litres including reserve
BOREANDSTROKE .......connvnnn.. 67x53mm RESERVECAPACITY .....cicievennnen. 4.0 litres
COMPRESSIONRATIO .......cocvevndvnnn. 9.4:1 CONSUMPTION ........ 17.2km/L (5.8 L/100 km) '
HORSEPOWER .......... 79 at 9,200 rpm (claimed) RANGE ...........ooiiiiiiiniiiiinnn.. 327 km
TEOROEIE: ot e 6.4 kg-m at 8,400 rpm (claimed)
CARBURETION ............ Four Mikuni BS32SS CHASSIS
ST AR FER . s oo S s iass pase s Electriconly  WHEELBASE ...........ccciiniiiieenn. 1,520 mm
OIECAPACEEY . ... . coii e 3.2 litres, wet sump RAKE/TRAIL ................. 28 degrees/103 mm
SUSPENSION .... Air-assisted telescopic front fork
ELECTRICAL with 35 mm tubes and 160 mm travel, rear
IGNITION:TYPE: .ot dainias Saien e vs Transistorized swingarm with dual spring/dampers, four-
GENERATOROUTPUT .......ccivvn.. 230 watts way damping adjustment and five-way
BATTERY CAPACITY ...... 12 volts, 14 amp-hours preload adjustment with 107 mm travel
HEADEIGE o e i T cna siais 60/55 watts BRAKES. .. Dual front slotted discs 275 mm diameter,
single rear slotted disc
TRANSMISSION 275 mm diameter
TYPE Sz, Five-speed, constant mesh, wet clutch TIRES ........ IRC, 3.25H19 front and 4.00H18 rear
PRIMARY DRIVE ........ Straight-cut gear, 2.162:1 DRYWEIGHT.........ccoiiiniieninnna. e 233 kg
INTERNAL RATIOS ... (1) 2571, (2) 1.777, (3) 1.380 LOAD CAPACITY ..evvvvuuninnearereennn 233 kg
(4) 1.125, (5) 0.961 HANDLEBARWIDTH ...............0o0t 780 mm
FINALDRIVE ........ No. 630 chain, 41/15, 2.733:1 SEAT HEIGHT ........... 780 mm with 61 kg rider
GROUND CLEARANCE ... 160 mm with 61 kg rider
CALCULATED DATA :
WEIGHT/POWERRATIO .............. 2.9kg/hp-uos i ne A ; o~
SPECIFIE DUTPUT ................ 105.6 hp.."'L :1'::3?&:&-!?1?::5.5““!“ Canada Inc., 155 S1. Regis Crescenl, Downsview, Onl., M3] 176,
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Built for that
special day when

you re ready
tohandleareal -~ &
performance motorcycle. f

If you're serious
about performance,
you want an RD350.
We've never built a better sport bike,
and if you know Yamahas,
you know how good that must be.
A two-stroke engine that produces 47 hp.
Our famous Monocross
single shock rear suspension.
A dry weight of only 143 kg.
And brakes that a road racer would envy.
Wrapped up in a package as beautiful

as only Yamaha can make it.
Your RD350

is waiting at your dealer.

M71-409

~ MOTORCYCLE

YAMAHA
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.
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YAMAHA

CHILLIWACK, B.C.

Cross Country
“Your Chilliwack dealer

servicing the Fraser Valley”

45787 Yale Rd. W,
Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 2N3
(GO4)792-0701

CALGARY, ALTA.

products are available from

PORT MOODY SURREY
& LANGLEY, B.C.

checkpoint _
We carry the entire

street and off-road Yamaha line.

99 Moray 16074 Fraser Hwy|101-20427
Port Moody, B.C.} Surrey, B.C. Langley By Pass
(604) 461-3434 1(604) $91-7858

EDMONTON, ALTA.

Year Round Sports Ltd.

Yamaha sales, service,
parts & accessories
4312 Macleod Trail S.

Calgary, Alta. T2G 0A
(403) 243-4335

Topline Cycle

Complete line of 1981
Yamaha motorcycles
6504 - 104ich Sc.

Edmonton, Alca. TGH 21.2
{403) 436-5433

AURORA, ONT. BARRIE, ONT.
l\blder\:d C}fClE Sp{)rt
YAMAHA ® Same day mail-order parts
SEﬂE‘S & SEWiEE,‘ ® |arge inventory, reliable service

#1 Indusery St 5.
Auvrora, Ont LA 1 X7
(416) 727-30061

KINCARDINI: ONT

SUI'EBM Racing

“Your One Stop Race Shop™
RDs in stock

Hwy. 21 M.
Kincardine, Ont. NOG 2060

LKitchener Yamaha

¢ Yamaha motorcycles and snowmobiles

184 Yonge St
Barrie, One, LaN ali |
(705 726-8771

KITCHENER, ONT.

Complete sales, service,
parts & accessories
“Friendly dependable people

2295 Kingsway Drive
Kirchener, One. N2C 1A3

(519 396-7235 (5193 742-5341
OAKVILLE, ONT. OSHAWA, ONT.
( m ) Sales & Ab'’s Motorcycle Shop
™ Service Lid.

s aurhorized Yamaha motoreyce and snow mobile dealer
*Hares & Acoessories

2402 Royal Windsor Dr,
Oakville, One. L6J 422
(416) 845-4428

TORONTO, ONT.

Sales, Service, Parts
& Accessories
114 Stevenson Rd. S,

Oshawa, Ont. L1] 5M1
(416) 728-7780

BATHURST, N.B.

Ontario Honda
& Yamaha Ltd.

1255 Queen St E.
Toronto, Ont. M4L 1C2
(416) 461-0441

' Lockhart’s Cycle

i
|
|

We sell and service Yamaha.
Immediate service for touring riders!

2300 Miramichi Ave,
Bathurst, N.B. on the main hwy.
(506) 546-9594

(004)530-2331

these fine dealers across Canada.

"VANCOUVER, B.C.

Trev Deeley
Motorcycles

(Yamaha division)

606G E. Broadway
Vancouver, B.C VST 1X6
(604) 873-3366

WINNIPEG, MAN.

Northwest
Cycle & Motor Co.

Winnipeg's Yamaha dealer

533-551 Logan Ave.
Winnipeg, Man.
(204) 783-7 164

FENWICK, ONT.

Clare’s

See all the new Yamahas at Clare Cycle's
gigantic spring open house:

Sat. March 14, 1981

Hwy. 20

Fenwick, Ont. LOS 1C0
(416) BU2.26064

LONDOI\T, ONT.

% \;; Inglis
7 Cycle Center

%‘ﬂ

e

"Our deals will put you on wheels’

3051 Osler, Hwy. 100 and Dundas
London, One N5V 3K.2
(515 455-3840

TORONTO, ONT.

TRADE YOUR bike, van, car,
snowmobile etc.

1971 Yonge 5t
(416) 482-3461

(Always 500 bikes on display)
“We service all Japanese bikes”

See our NEW USED Bike Center

3801 Dundas St. W. at the Humber |
(416) 769-4103

(Always 200 or more bikes on display)

“NEVER KNOWINGLY
UNDERSOLD”

Visa, Mastercard, Am Ex.
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try taking up needlecraft.

YAMAHA YZ465

GRUNT

If you can't win on this bike

n 1980, Yamaha knocked the moto-

cross world off its axis with the

YZ465C. No other stock open classer

had a chance when the big yellow
rocket set rubber to a track. The bike’s
reputation spread as fast as it climbed to
the top of the motocross hill. It was by far
the best.

For 1981 the Yamaha YZ465H is better
than its ancestor. More power over a
wider range, more adjustability for the
suspension, a stronger clutch, lighter and
stiffer frame and a larger diameter front
fork are the improvements.

The machine is a visual knockout. The
bright yellow bodywork is offset by the
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massive flat-black cylinder head and
block perched on the tiny but durable
crankcase. The strong aluminum swing-
arm guards the 5.10 x 18 rear tire. Wheel
rims are gold anodized and give the bike
an exotic appearance. The YZ465H is
more similar than ever to the factory rac-
ers. Last year, Marty Moates won back-
to-back motos in the 500 cc world
championship event at Carlsbad, Calif.,
on a modified YZ465G against the best
riders and equipment in the world.

With a seat height of 950 mm, the 465is
tall but the compliant suspension settles
under the rider's weight and allows taller
riders to put both feet securely on terra

firma. The seat, handlebar and footpegs
fit well over a widerange of rider sizes. For
1981, the clutch and front brake lever
assemblies are shorter and mounted with
twin-bolt sections that allow removal of
both without taking off the grips. A
thoughtful touch.

Starting ease is not one of the 465's
strong points. A firm, rapid push on the
kickstarter is required. It usually takes at
least three kicks to get the fire going. The
process is often accompanied by a
resounding thunderclap just before the
engine starts.

The 465 cc engine vibrates minimally
and little of that gets past to the ridef's



With Saturn V power,
launching the YZ465

IS no problem.

Thanks to its refined
suspension, the landing
S soft.




YAMAHA Y2465

arms. A new mounting system for the
rubber dampers on the handlebar mounts
prevents the squirming out of place that
occasionally occurred with the 1980
model.

Second-gear starts are the norm with
the YZ465. Third can be used when the
surface is slippery. The clutch did not fade

.

Powerful but light double-leading shoe
drum brake permits safe stopping.

Plastic throttle bevel gears allow cable to
run beside handlebar.
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or drag even whenslipped repeatedly, and
the locomotive-replica torque carries you
away with the greatest of ease. You're
quickly inlo higher gears and flying along
faster than you ever went before on an
off-road machine. That's when it hits you,
the so-called beast is really a sweetheart.

First-time riders, awed by reputa-
tion, approached the biggest Yamaha
motocrosser with prudence. Anything
that fast just has to be terrifying. With a
claimed horsepower rating of 52 at 7,000
rpm, surely a small mistake on the rider’s
parl would result in a close encounter
wilh Mother Earth.

Bul the YZ465is one of the easiest bikes
to ride, ever. The rider who gets bealen
while riding one will have to find some
excuse other than the motarcycle.

Other than the few, mainly cosmetic
changes that every rider makes 1o his
machine, there is no need for modification.
[f the rider is good enough, the job will be
done.,

Handling cannot be faulted, With a
slight decrease in rake and trail from the
30 degrees and 130 mm of the 1980 model
to 28.5 degrees and 120mm, the bike steers
well and allows precise cornering and
straight-line stability. In deep sand on
Florida test tracks, the 465 handled like a
125. It could be tossed around without
fear of reprisal. Fork tubeshaveincreased
in size from 38 mm to a massive 43 mm.

A light 4.7 kg aluminum-alloy mono-
shock unit reaches up from the top of the
swingarm to the rear of the steering head.
With a 24-stop damping range, optional
springs and variable nitrogen capacity,
the monoshock can be tuned to any de-
sired setling. The damping adjuster can
be reached without removal of any body
parts and can even be turned withgloves
on. Mounted on the right side of the frame
downtube just above the cylinder head is
the nitrogen reservoir for the monoshock.
Although it appears vulnerable it never
came to any harm.

Wheel travel of 300 mm at the front and
310 mm at the rear swallowed rough ter-
rain easily. The compliant suspension
does not pound the rider into submission;
it lets you go faster, longer.

Just as all the power in the world won't
make a poorly suspended bike a winner,
also greal suspension will not make aslug
a winner. The Yamaha YZ465H power-
plant is a fitting partner for the chassis.
The new cylinder, exhaust system and
clutch of the 1981 model supply even more
controllable power over a wider range.
Acceleration is immediate in any gear.

Brakes are fortunately more than up to
the task of slowing the open class rocket.
Yamaha has a reputation of having the
best brakes in the industry and the
YZ465H backs it up. The 130 mm double
leading shoe front drum brake comple-
ments the 150 mm leading/trailing fully
floaling rear drum.

The YZ465 is not perfect but its short-
comings are minor. The kill swilch was

too stiff and required a hard push to cut
the ignition. Access to the carburetor and
air filter is less than ideal — certainly
more difficult than on the Kawasaki
KX420-A2 tested in this issue. Part of the
problem with the difficulty of access has
to be blamed on the excellent rear suspen-
sion. The monoshock design takes up a lot
of space below the seat, while on the Uni-
Trak machines of Kawasaki the space is
relatively free.

After almost 1,500 km of hard riding in
parched Florida sand, hard-packed Geor-
gia clay and snow-bound Ontario soil we
are impressed with the 465. The bike is
still going strong with only a bit of piston
slap to indicate the harsh use.

In the open class king-of-the-hill game
the Yamaha is on top. The introduction of
Honda's CR450R and Suzuki's RM465
could pull the rug oul from under the YZ,
but one thing is for sure: Alterreflining the
monoshock suspension for eight years,
the Yamaha's bugs are all gone. That the
Honda and Suzuki open class moto-
crossers may be superior is a possibility,
bul the YZ465H is better than most riders
will ever be, and that’s a fact. 0

SPECIFICATIONS

MODEL .. 1981 Yamaha YZ465H
PRICE: v o R $2,649
ENGINE TYPE Single-
cylinder two-stroke, air-cooled,
[ive-speed transmission, pri-

mary kick starting

lllllllll

DISPLACEMENT ....~.. 465 cc
BORE AND STROKE ... 85x 82
mm

HORSEPOWER ..... 52 at 7,000
rpm (claimed)

TOROLUE -5, .. 5.75 kg-m at 6,000

rpm (claimed)

CARBURETION. ... One Mikuni
VM38

IGNITION CDI
SUSPENSION .. Telescopic fork,
air sprung and oil damped with
300 mm travel; rear monoshock
adjustable for preload and
damping with 310 mm travel
TIRES .. IRC Motocross Z Mark

llllllllllllllll

I1; 3.00 x 21 front, 5.10

X 18 rear

WEIGHT .ot 104 kg dry
FUEL CAPACITY - i 9 litres

Distributed by Yamaha Motor Canada Lid. . 480 Cordon

Baker Rd.. Willowdale, Ont.. M2H 28B4, [416] 498-1911.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM JAGOBS AND BILL PETRO



THE FIRST
- TEN YEARS

[’EH- THIS ISSUE,;
Cycle Canada celebrates
its 10th anniversary.
The past decade has
seen us evolve from a
small tabloid to the magazine you hold to-
day. For us, it's been a decade of steady, con-
servative growth. For motorcycling, the

changes have been more vast, hastened by

imperatives such as gasoline pricing, rider
taste and developments in the electronics,
automotive and plastics industries. Motor-
cycles today areafar cry from thoseof 1971.
Join us in this special 10th anniversary re-
port as we look back on the publishingand
motorcycling highlights of the past decade,
and fantasize about the bikes of the 10years
to come.
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HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY.

In 10 years of steady development, Cycle Canada has expanded
from a one-man tabloid to a group of three publications and five shows.

By John Cooper Editor

WHEN THE FIRSTISSUE OF CYCLE CANADA
appeared in April 1971, the motorcycling world
was a little different from the way it is now. The
1960s were barely ended. Memories of the era of
Honda step-throughs and twin-pipe CZs were
crisp. Motorcycling’s image was improving,
sales were booming and gas was cheap.

The Honda CB750 was the ne plus ultra
of street machinery, although the British
750 triples from BSA/Triumph and the
Norton Commando were forces tobereck-
oned with in the market and on the street.
On the dirt, you didn’t count if you didn’t
ride a Bultaco.

Valentine's Day 1971 was auspicious
for more than the exchange of love notes.
It was the day Georgs Kolesnikovs, ajour-
nalist from Niagara Falls, Ont., moved to
Toronto to open a tiny office and found a
publication for and about motorcycling.
Kolesnikovs had been city editor of the
daily Niagara Falls Review, and made the
hard-news approach one of the basic
tenets of the new tabloid.

The one-man operation gathered news,
sent a reporter to Daytona, sold advertis-
ing, set up circulation and performed all
the other tasks necessary to produce the
28-page first issue in four weeks and four
days. A week after it went to press, a fire
in the dusty second-floor walkup office
forced Kolesnikovs to move to new
address, still in the pawnbroker district
on the edge of Toronto's Cabbagetown.
The second issue was only two days
behind schedule, although files and pap-
ers were burned. Some smoke-blackened
pictures and records are still in our files
today.

Marty Levesque, former reporter with
The Review, came on staff as editorial
assistant with the second issue. He's pub-
lisher today.

Cycle Canada soon developed a unigue
tabloid format using a glossy cover with
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held in Toronto.

newsprint inside, a format which endured
until the conversion to magazine in Janu-
ary of this year.

The publication was barely a year old
when Kolesnikovs and Levesque decided
to launch a French-language tabloid in
Quebec and name it Moto Journal. The
two publications shared much of their
subject matter, but over the years Moto
Journal has evolved its own personality
well suited to its audience which isalmost
exclusively within Quebec.

Just three issues of Moto Journal were
published in 1972, but its frequency soon
increased and now, under the editorship
of Jean-Pierre Belmonte, it is a monthly
magazine like Cycle Canada.

Anticipating eventual expansionof our
publishing operations, we changed the
name of our company in early 1974. Pre-
viously simply called Cycle Canada, the
company became Brave Beaver Press-
works Limited. We found the name cur-
iously appropriate for an upstart little
Canadian publishing house challenging
the established names in the magazine
business.

In the summer of 1974, Kolesnikovs left
to expand his horizons, first at The Cana-
dian Press and later as managing editor of
the Niagara Falls Review, now a part of
the Thomson newspaper chain. He
returned to Cycle Canada as editorial
director at the beginning of 1977,

The next big jump in operations took
place early in 1977, when we started the
Cycle Canada shows. The first one was
[t was the first

professional-looking display of the
motorcycle industry at its best, and the
response encouraged us to expand into
Western Canada. This year the Cycle Can-
ada '81 shows were held in Vancouver,
Edmonton and Toronto, attracting
63,000 visitors.

This year's feature personality was
Canadian four-time world hillclimb
champion John Williams. Over the years
the shows have featured other stars like
Ken Roberts, Russ Collins, Bob Hannah,

Broc Glover, Carter Alsop and Don Vesco.

For years, Cycle Canada also served
motorcycle dealers with a regular feature
called Trade News. We realized there was
a need for a distinct publication which
would address only dealers, with infor-
mation and advertising geared to the
wholesale market. In April 1978 the first
issue of Motorcycle Dealer & Trade was
published in our standard tabloid format.
MDT still maintains the tabloid tradition
at Brave Beaver Pressworks, reaching
2,700 subscribers in the motorcycle trade.

Our most recent expansion was a deci-
sion to organize a trade show for the same
audience as MDT. It would give dealers a
chance to see the new products and place
orders before the sales season began. The
first Motorcycle Dealer & Trade show was
held in Toronto in the fall of 1979;this year
they were held in Calgary and Toronto.

After 10 years, the one-man enterprise
has expanded to employ 20 people who
produce two glossy magazines, one tab-
loid and five shows. All with motorcy-
cling as their central theme. All under
independent Canadian ownership and
control.

During the decade, at least five compet-
ing Canadian motorcycle publications
have passed into oblivion. Cycle Canada
is the largest-selling motorcyclemagazine
in Canada, with a monthly readership of
101,500. None of the U.S. magazines even
comes close.

For motorcycling, for Cycle Canada
and for its affiliates in Brave Beaver
Pressworks, we think the future looks
bright indeed. O
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Deeley expands Eastern Canada operation. -P.6
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Photograph of
founder Georgs
Kolesnikovs
was taken for
Mother’s Day
but it was used
as cover (left)
of second issue
after a fire
E.ltted building
ousing the
fledgling
Cycle Canada.
One year later
Moto Journal
was launched
in the other
official language.
The stable grew
to three with
thedebutof MDT
for the trade
in 1978.
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Cycle Canada was the show in Toronto in 1977.
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FULL COVERAGE

>

For nearly a century, both on and
off the track, Castrol lubricants have earned
the reputation of being the world's finest.
They're designed to give you optimum protection,
reliability and performance, in all kinds of riding
conditions. And for all kinds of needs.
In the world of motorcycle lubricants, Castrol carries
the most complete line of products anywhere.
So when it comes to full coverage, Castrol lubricants
leave all the others behind.

e
| { Castrol

Our thanks to SHOEI helmets.
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BIKES OF
THE DECADE

We knew Cycle Canada would become bigger and better.
But in 1971 we little knew how far the motorcycles would progress.

By John Cooper

ineteen seventy-one was nol
a banner year [or milestone
motorcveles. Design pro-
gress thal year was perhaps
typified by the Norton Hi-
Rider, a 730 cc twin-cylinder Commando
Roadster bastardized by the addition of
an ape-hanger handlebar and a banana
seal. Years before the chopper style
became legitimalte, it simply looked rid-
iculous,

But one make and model of machine
stood out as brightly in 1971 as its stun-
ning descendant does today. Cycle Can-
adareaders voted the Yamaha 350R5-Bas
the bike of the year. Incidentally, Yvon
Duhame] was picked as rider of the yearin
our reader poll.

Today's RD350H is the apotheosis of
that R5-B—a sublime product of a decade
of refinement embodying lessons learned
on race tracks, on highways and in dyno
rooms from Hamamatsu to Daytona
Beach. Years after the two-stroke wave
crashed upon the rocks of legislation, the
RD350 remains. Years after it was com-
monly assumed that 750 cc was the lower
threshold of inspiring performance in

street machinery, the RD gives away 50cc
to the Daytona Special and leaps to new
levels of action.

Technological trickle-down from rac-
ing praclice has given il fuss-free CDigni-
tion; ligquid-cooling for stable power
output and, incidentally, much less noise;
cas! wheels for rigidily and simplicily of
manufacture; disc brakes foreye-popping
stopping: and monoshock rear suspen-
sion for predictable handling.

But lo and behold, it's still a ring-ding,
with a soft moan from the airinlakeand a
crackle from the muffled expansion
chambers to signify that thereare nocams
or valves inside. It still looks like a motor-
cycle, carries two people in an upright
position and has a reciprocating engine. It
burns gasoline, albeit modestly, and
Lordy, even has to be kick-started.

It's far less radically developed than a
motoreyclist of 10 years ago, buzzing on

| the recent accomplishments of the space

age, might have expecled. Riders are a
conservative lot, and avant-garde motor-
cycles of every decade have had a poor
rate of survival. Even the canny Japanese
have learned that, to their cost.
Motorcycle design moves in two- to
three-year cycles, no pun intended. In

1971, things were still coasting from the
high spot in 1969 when two landmark
machines as well as several lesser lights
appeared. Japan brought us the dazzling
Honda CB750 four and the breathtaking
Kawasaki 500 Mach 111 triple. The Honda
set the pace for a decade to come, and the
Kawasaki signalled the arrival of a glor-
ious, doomed era of screaming street
strokers which brought oul the squirrel in
every rider.

After that pair, whal more could
anyone want? Bul there was much more,
in the form of BMW's totally revamped /5
series, three-cylinder 750s from BSA and
Triumph and the apogee of the British
parallel twin: the lovely Norton 750
Commando.

Mntt}rf:yt:ling was set lo boom again, as
it had done in 1965. Disposable income
was climbing steadily and the all-
important group of males aged 16 to 34
was doing likewise. Insurance rates were
less than one-third what they are today,
and gasoline cost the equivalent of 10.7
cenls per litre.

Those marketing carrots of 1969
worked, and sales soared. Next year was
pretty quiet, except that BSA/Triumph
blew its corporate brains out introducing
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Suzuki GT750 triple set new standards.

The Commando’s number was up by 1975.

Can-Am 500 was a tragedy of the 1970s.

The GL750 was virtually a TZ750 equipped for touring.

a range of new and made-over 250s, 350s,
500s, 650s and 750s which it had to strug-
gle to produce on time, if at all.

1971

Then along came 1971, and Cycle Can-
ada. Our first road test appeared in our
first issue but the publication held more
promise than the machine, an Ariel three-
wheeler. The Ariel name was exhumedby
BSA/Triumph and applied to a frivolous
49 cc, 1.7 hp moped which failed to set
anyone's heart alight.

The brighter side of the British factory's
fortunes was shown by Triumph's fourth
consecutive win of the Canadian produc-
tion road racing championship, garnered
by Dan Sorensen on a Trident 750. British
makers had retreated even fartherinto the
larger displacement categories, as Japan
took over the market below 500 cc. Velo-
cette and Royal Enfield had folded their
motorcycling tents the year before.

Portending future developments,
Yamaha launched a shocker with its pro-
totype GL750 at the Tokyo motor show.
Never put into production, the GL750 was
virtually a TZ750 equipped for touring. It
was flashed at the public three years
before the real TZ shook road racers in
their Sidi boots.

1972

Two completely different major motor-
cycles appeared in 1972. The Suzuki

(GT750 set new standards in two-stroke
silence and good manners, while propell-
ing touring riders across continents with
uncanny reliability and durability. The
nickname Water Buffalo was purely from
affection.

And at the opposite extreme, the Ital-
ians delighted us with another GT750—a
V-twin double-up of cylinders from Duca-
ti's revered series of singles. The singles
were always noted for good looks and
grace under pressure, but the Ducati 750
had real punch where it counted—in the
mid-range. It gave a whole new definition
of good handling, and Paul Smart
promptly won the Imola 200 on a Ducati
the same year as its production debut.

But the killer meat that year had to be
Kawasaki's 760 cc Mach IV triple. It
brought religion to more riders than any
other motorcycle except the Mach IIL

European bikes were still part of the
picture, with off-roaders like the A]S 410
Stormer, Zundapp 125 and Bultaco and
Ossa plonkers for the connoisseur. Japan
could offer nothing to compete with these
simple piston-port strokers which look
crude by today's standards.

Rumors of impending rotaries circu-
lated through the trade, while Norton
issued the Combat Commando to defend
its performance reputation. Unfortu-
nately it vanquished its own pistons and
main bearings as often as it did in its
competitors, and the manufacturer soon

offered a thicker head gasket to knock its
compression back.

Honda introduced the CB500 four, a
smooth and sweet-mannered heir to Six-
ties racing technology without the perfor-
mance. However, it was no slower than
the rate at which its four mufflers suc-
cumbed to oxidation.

A Can-Am prototype won its first race
in 1972. Alouette, another Canadian spin-
off from the burgeoning snowmobile
industry, produced the now-forgotten
A X125,

1973

Towering above everything else which
happened in motorcycling in 1973 wasthe
first Kawasaki Z-1. It had it all, and its
descendants still do. It was the definitive
superbike, with quarter-mile times in the
mid-12s to equal the nasty Mach IV. In
other respects it was the picture of docil-
ity. Then as now, enormous horsepower
was on tap with the addition of a header
and big-bore kit.

Yamaha's Tokyo show zinger of that
year was the prototype rotary RZ201,
another teaser which never saw the light
of day. Rotaries were much in the news at
the time. Yamaha's twin-chamber show-
piece was expected to go into production
at any moment, and Suzuki's rumored
breakthrough Wankel-engined street
machine was also reported to be in final
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The AERO by Pacifico sets a new stan-
dard for fairings in the '80s. More protec-
tion. Less bulk. And higher efficiency.

Using the latest computer technology
and extensive air flow research, Pacifico
combined the comfort and convenience
of large touring fairings with the perform-
ance of sport fairings. The result: The
dynamic new AERQO.

Just 29 inches wide and 18 pounds
light, it frame mounts on commuters to
the biggest pavement wrinklers.

Air control.

The AERO is designed to control the
air. Not fight it. Exclusive vacuum relief
vents direct a layer of air up the inside

Shown with optional lowers and rectangular haadlight kit

surface of the windshield neutralizing
drag and back draft common to most
fairings.

So rain or shine, you'll feel nothing but
enjoyment.

Versatility.

The cockpit of the AERO has every-
thing you need. Twin locking pockets
with plenty of storage space. In-dash
headlamp adjustment. Room for auxiliary
gauges like a clock or cigarette lighter.
And Pacifico’s optional in-dash stereo
sound system with waterproof speakers
and concealed antenna. You can also get
lowers, sport bubble and a rectangular

headlight kit.
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AERO by Pacifico. Efficiency, protec-
tion and versatility at a price you'll like.
See it at your local Pacifico dealer,

today.

PACIFICO, INC.
1625 S.E. Hogan Rd. Gresham, Or. 97030

Sound system and lighler optional.
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One-off Laverda 997 V6 was incredible.

Honda CBX was awesome and available.

Suzuki recognized that two-strokes and the rotary were losers.

stages of development.

A high point was the first production
Can-Am 175 T'NT. A low was the
Yamaha TX750 twin; its ungainly appear-
ance should have been the tip-off to its
future reputation as a turkey nonpareil.
Norton opened up the Commando to an
850, while Honda dazzled us again with a
little hummer of a 350 cc four. The four
wouldn't humble anything quicker than a
bicycle, but it was a motorcycle which
needed to do nothing more than simply
exist.

A little quicker was the first Elsinore,
the CR250M, Honda's first motocrosser
and first two-stroke in 20 years. It was
time for the Europeans to take notice.

1974

Things slid in 1974, with little of note
apart from the disappearance of BSA. We
sampled a Benelli 750/6, the last time
we've set eyes on one although it is
rumored to still be in producton as a 900.
Hope springs eternal.

We also tested bikes as diverse as a
Hercules 2000, the first production ro-
tary, and a Snow Job, a well-named twin-
track conversion for winter motorcycling
which we bolted on to Jean-Pierre Bel-
monte's long-suffering CB750.

We reported Can-Am's development of
the Canadian-built superbike. It was a
two-stroke water-cooled twin with its
cylinders laid down horizontally and fed
by rotary-valve iduction. Final drive was
by enclosed duplex chain. Some of the
sharpest minds in motorcycling nursed it
through the prototype stage, until it was
axed by Bombardier management which

foresaw the demise of street two-strokes.
It was a tragedy, Canadian motorcy-
cling’s version of the Avro Arrow affair.
When we finally rode a 500 Can-Am
two years later, it was even more quick,
quiet and delightful than the RD350today.

1975

The year had two polar opposites, and
important ones at that. We published the
world's first test of Suzuki's daring,
rococo rotary, the RE5. We liked it, but
Marty Levesque's comment that it could
be the Edsel of motorcycling was all too
prophetic.

The high note was the debut of the
Honda GL1000. After that, thereislittleto
say except that Honda also thrilled us
with the CB400F and bored us with the
CB500T. The 500T s greatest contribution
to motorcycling was in supplying pistons
for innumerable Z-1 big-bore kits sup-
posedly custom made for the bike.

Norton's doom was in the air when we
tested our last Commando in 1975. We
said as much, and returned the big white,
red and blue beast with regret. Even
though it had nothing like its rorty perfor-
mance of five years before.

The Cosworth/Norton Challenge was
another potential British world-beater, of
course, although few outside of the misty
isles were optimistic.

1976

The heat was off in 1976. Honda intro-
duced the short-lived, two-speed CB750A
semi-automatic roadster, and Husqvarna
introduced the 360 Automatic enduro

with self-selecting four-speed transmis-
sion. The only event of significance was
our test of the Kawasaki KZ900 LTD—
after the Norton Hi-Rider it was the first
of a new wave. Our test bike was practi-
cally a prototype, with its fuel tank made
more of body filler than metal. We weren't
thrilled by the LTD, but had to admit that
it had flash, class and proven durability.

We were thrilled by our brief encounter
with a living legend: an MV Agusta 750S
America. We heard later that some Philis-
tine had made it into a chopper.

1977

Next year was much more rewarding.
Nineteen seventy-seven was the year
Suzuki finally overcame its weird-Harold
image as a builder of bikes which
appealed to technicians and were bought
by eccentrics. The GS750 was unexpect-
edly excellent, although the RE5 had been
a good handler of its own. Suzuki recog-
nized that two-strokes and the rotary had
only taken it deeper into left field, and so
abandoned innovation and concentrated
on refining the Z-1 concept to a new level
of comfort and performance.

Never hesitant to step on toes, Kawa-
saki thought it had the 750 world by the
tail with its KZ650. It would have, had
Suzuki not premiered the GS750 the same
year. The KZ was and is an excellent
motorcycle, especially now that there is
also a KZ750 four to challenge other 750s
on their own terms.

The year was also notable for Harley-
Davidson's trend-setting Low Rider, Can-
Am's first Qualifier series and the
MT125R, Honda's first made-to-sell road
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Rotary buyers stayed away in droves.

Honda CB400 four thrilled us in 1975.

1978 was a watershed year, one of the epochs in motorcycling.

racer since the CR93. The Triumph Tri-
dent disappeared. Japan finally entered
the true enduro market, with the Suzuki
PE250 and Yamaha IT175; if the Euro-
peans didn't cringe, they should have.

- : ~--:Then there was, and may still be, the

Quasar—another British reminder of the
era of Victorian folly. It had a roof, wind-
shield and enveloping bodywork which
lacked only doors and two more wheels to
classify it as a GT car. Power was supp-
lied by a four-cylinder water-cooled
engine out of, appropriately, a Reliant
mini-car.

1978

This was a watershed year, one of the
epochs in motorcycling. It was a year we
were jolted with such delights as the
Yamaha XS1100, Suzuki GS51000, Kawa-
saki Z-1R and Honda CX500 and CBX.
There has been no other single yearin the
history of motorcycling in which such an
array of street artillery has been
presented.

It demanded coining of a new term—
megabike—to describe the awesome
power of these four- and six-cylinder
monsters which dashed off 11-second
standing quarters as if they were routine.
In sheer horsepower, they were
unprecedented.

Harley-Davidson celebrated its 75
years of building bikes—a world record.

Laverda played peekaboo with an
incredible prototype 997 cc V6 endurance
racer, but only one was ever completed.
Benelli even displayed itsevergreeninline
six, now a 900. Rumors of its availability
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in Canada were greatly exaggerated.

In England, Silk was turning out very
limited numbers of water-cooled 700 cc
twins of traditional design for the special-
ist market. And Honda introduced an
unpretentious little bombshell in the form
of the CM185. Finally, in Germany, Sachs
dropped production of the rotary.

1979

The world took abreatherin 1979. After
1978, who wouldn’t? The significant
machine of the year was the Kawasaki
KZ1300 six. It was almost a parody of
North American materialism and gizmo-
philia. It had everything, sometimes in
multiples of six. It was huge, heavy,
supremely comfortable and enormously
fast. It's rugged and handsome but only
moderately-popular and perhaps nothing
like it will be built again. The 1300is at the
outer limit of what homo sapiens can
handle.

As the decade wound down, Honda
retired the sturdy CB750 single-stick four
in favor of a twin-cammer with 16 valves
and endurance racing credentials.

Honda also sought to re-establish its
grand prix credentials with the staggering
NR500, but the bike's initial promise and
Honda's hopes have yet to be justified.

Kawasaki's name was associated with
another outrageous motorcycle, the
California-built Z-1R-TC. It was designed
to move unsold Z-1Rs out of the ware-
house and make some money fora former
Kawasaki executive and American
Turbo-Pak. Beautifully custom-painted,

1980

Last year we had everything from the
sublime (the Hesketh?) to the ridiculous
(the Sno-Runner). Honda showed the
CX500 Turbo prototype and H-D returned
to belt drive with the Sturgis.

Performance reached a new pinnacle
with Suzuki's GS1100. It decimated all
that had come before. In 1978 we had
thought that that was it; there would
never be such powerful, massive and
awe-inspiring motorcycles offered to the
public again. But then along came 1980
and the GS1100 and everyone else went
back to the showers.

The GS1100 has a colossal amount of
mid-range and top-end power bolted into
a chassis which handles like a Ducati. It
costs less than a year's interest on a loan
for a Porsche Turbo.

Honda dazzled us again with the vastly
improved GL1100 Interstate, loaded with
every conceivable gadget and conven-
ience known to Japanese technology. It
was deservedly an instant hit and pro-
ceeded to capitalize on the huge popular-
ity of its predecessor. Bluegrass music
never sounded so good as on an Inter-
state's AM-FM radio while tilting
through the Great Smoky mountains.

1981

And here we are. We have a fuel-
injected ultimate meanie, the Kawasaki
GPz1100, an outlandish Suzuki GS110085,
a monoshock CBX with saddlebags, no
less, as well as a BMW RB80GS, an
RD350H and a Virago. Things could be

it was staggeringly fast. worse. Enjoy. O
R T e e e e M

APRIL 1981 CYCLECANADA 49
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When 5Suzuki decides to step Into
a class, other folks can only sigh. And
step aside.

Case in point: The new G5-650E,
G and GL. Friends. these bikes aren't
just new, they're tomorrow-new.

For instance, the G and GL Shafts
are outfitted with a unigue trans-
mission/shaft system. Get this: When
these bikes are shifted into high gear
(5th). the power is transferred directly
from the engine to the shaftdrive.
thus bypassing the transmission
reduction gears. Result: More compact

fthe 650 cla

O

engine. less driveline lash.

You think that's sormething?
Listen to this: The sporty E model
comes with an automatic dual damp-
ing shock system. So damping rates
are automatically adjusted within the
shocks as loads and roads change.

You think that's neat? Well, hear
this: All three bikes are powered by
Suzuki's new Twin Dome Combustion
Chamber engine. Without getting into

$SM

IS5

ed.

a lot of technotalk. we’li just say that
this 4-cylinder, 4-stroke is a power-
house. Yet, it is extremely fuel-efficient
and clean-burning.

We could go on and on about
these extraordinary bikes. All three are
appointed with CV carbs, transistor-
ized ignition, Quartz Halogen head-
light, digital gear indicator. top-
mounted choke and accessory terminal.

And each has its own special fea-
tures. Like tubeless tires and air forks
on the G model. Tubeless tires with
raised white letters on the GL. And

. dual slotted front disc brakes with
» arear single disc on the E and G.
Also, of course, each
of these beautiful machines is
backed with a beautiful
12-month unlimited mileage
warranty.*
Sure, you've seen 650
bikes before. But you've never seen
650 bikes like these before.

__:_.-- & .
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. &
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Suzuki1981 - The Performer.

Be a specialist. Take a Canada Safety Council nider training course. See your Suzuki dealer for details




THE FIRST)

MEMORABLE MOMENTS.
- IMEMORABLE MACHINES

TEN YEARS

Wherein the man who founded Cycle Canada and was its first
editor and publisher recalls the first decade in terms of
motorcycles owned, tested and not tested.

[ i ee R

By Georgs Kolesnikovs:
1970 Honda CB450

Because it was then and still ranks in my
mind today as the great all-around,
general-purpose motorcycle. It could do
so many things satisfactorily, around
town or out on the highway, sedately or
with much abandon, two-up or sole, and
it was inexpensive to buy and easy to
maintain. It gave me more memories per
mile than any other motorcycle I owned,
perhaps because the summer [ bought my
CB450 I also fell madly in love with a
dream girl. It saddened me to have to sell
the bike in order to help fund the start of
Cycle Canada.

1971 BSA Ariel 3

Because it was the only motorcycle we
ever tested that absolutely refused to
start.

1971 Honda CB500 Four

Because 10 years ago you could safely say

Georgs Kolesnikovs, now editorial

director of Cycle Canada, had his first ride

on a motorcycle when his mother was
pregnant with him in their native Latvia
where his father was a champion road
racer.

S e R
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Greg Stott, Cycle Canada’s first
photographer, aboard the CB500 Four.

it was the closest Honda had come to
building the perfect motorcycle. It was a
dazzling machine in many ways, and the
first motorcycle I rode that actually was
as smooth as silk. Here's how I gushed
about it in our road test: “The 500 heralds
a new dimension in motorcycle design
and execution loaded with stunning
sophistication. It offers a new experience
in motorcycling that reaches beyond the
simple speed and outright power of the
superbike. The 500, with its incredible
smoothness and welcome quietness, is
more civilized than any other motorcycle
has dared to be, yet it packs the perfor-
mance sufficient to please the motorcycle
masses while satisfying the sports.”

1971 Suzuki
GT750] LeMans

Because the wonderful water buffalo —

the truly incredible machine of the day —
was the first Suzuki to make me realize
how overlooked and under-rated the
brand was.

1971 Kawasaki
350 Mach 11

Because I set out for my first Woodstock-
style rock festival on it and somehow
ended up on one of those mindless, end-
less rides to nowhere. You know the kind:
ride, ride, ride, pull over and sleep by the
bike, then up andride, ride, ride, repeating
the procedure in what seems at the time to
be a never-ending trip.

1971 BSA 650 Lightning

Because bit by piece it fell apart during
our test. The clincher came when the
frame, which so cleverly served as the oil
reservoir, cracked just ahead of the rear
wheel. The punch line is that the BSA
distributor claimed the fracture wascom-
pletely uncharacteristic of the model.

1972 Kawasaki
750 Mach IV

Because it was loudand fast and sobrutal.

1972 Yamaha AS3 125

Because it made me realize that riding

¥ e
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over my head was so much more enjoya-
ble and healthful on a small bike thanona
behemoth. It was the bike that started me
away from displacement to the point
where later in the decade megabikes such
as the Honda CBX were merely of aca-
demic interest.

1972 Suzuki
GT380 Sebring

Because it was the first motorcycle laid
down during a Cycle Canada test, and
were we ever embarrassed,

1972 Norton
750 Interstate

Because it sounded terrific, handled
superbly and was black like God
intended motorcycles to be. A singular
motorcycle that | would have ranked near
the top of the list of memorable motorcy-
cles of Cycle Canada'’s first decade even if
it had not given me a most memorable
weekend: It was April and there was still
snow in the woods, but we — the dream
girl and I — were warm on the Norton as
the three of us swept and swooped
through the Haliburton Highlands and
the Madawasaka Valley along the best
roadways Ontario has to offer.

1972 Honda CB350 Four

Because it made me realize that noise was
not a necessary part of motorcycling. Rid-
ing the smallest four was like riding the
wind. But was it gutless!

1972 Ducat1 GT750

Because it was the first Ducati Iever rode
and the first bike to blow out a tire from
under me. Memorable moments, indeed.

1972 Kawasaki 175 F7

Because it was the first Japanese bike to
do it right in the dirt.

1972 AJS 410 Stormer

Because it was the last British bike togive
me a buzz.

1972 Zundapp
125 Enduro

Because something exhilarating happens
in the woods on a bike like the Zundapp
when you dial it on and keep it on. The
bike lightens up. The scenery blurs. Your
tunnel vision begins to reach farther and
farther ahead. You ride faster and faster.
You and the bike are one. Flying. Skim-
ming the soft earth. Lofting the f{ront
wheel. The bike skips overrocksand logs.
You lean and twist. [t goes like an arrow.
Afterward, you think how great it was to
be in complete control at the very edge of
control.

_—

The ]apanase first mastered handhng in the dlrt wlth the KEWEBEIICI F7.
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Continued on Page 61
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Crisp, clean paint-work
contrasts with tough-guy black engine.
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YAMAHA RD350

Continued from Page 29

lem. The improvement in ground clear-
ance that stiffer springing toward the end
of the fork's travel would provide

wanted to give up a few times, especially

ging and the centrestand tip on the left.
But they felt alittle twitchy and had abso-
lutely no tread left beyond the contact
point for a safety margin.

Thefront tire especially felt as though it

wouldn't be of any prac-
tical use except on arace
track.

The RD just loves to
turn. A short wheelbase
of 1,365 mm and steep
head angle of 27.1 de-
grees combine with a
short trail of 102 mm to
make the RD incredibly
easy to steer. Somehow
Yamaha engineers man-
aged to keep the front
end from being oversen-
sitive, so that despite the
fast steering it never
feels twitchy. The bike
seems to balance itself,
feel smooth and precise,
no matter how ham-
handed the pilot may get.

The extremely light
weight—and the fact

at any rpm. Two-stroke riders of the past
can forget memories of fouled plugs and
burned pistons.

Checking on the level of injection oil is
easy. Under the right side coveris a trans-
lucent plastic container with a screwtop

o
: e

right on it. Unlike the
RD400, youdon't haveto
aim a stream of oil at a
tiny hole right in the
middle of the chassis,
but can tip directly into
the tank.

Right beside the oil
tank is another small
transparent plastic con-
tainer. This one is the
overflow tank for the
radiator. It has a high
and low mark scribed on
the side, and checking
coolant level is just a
matter of peering at the
plastic and adding liquid
as necessary. It's just as
well because to get into
the rad itself you must
first unscrew and re-
move the plastic shroud

that it's down low—
makes transitions from

No matter how radical you get, the RD’s handling will pull you through.

to clear the cap.
The air filter lives

side to side little harder
than thinking about them. Changing lines
in the middle of acorneriseasy, asisbrak-
ing. The chassis is forgiving in the éxtreme,
and many riders will find themselves get-
ting away with stunts that would have
them on their tails on other bikes,

While the front end seems to supply
comfort almost as much as it does road
holding, the rearis alittle stiff. Itdoes keep
the rear end tracking straight; we found
that on most road surfaces the tires stayed
stuck to the pavement regardless of how
bumpy it was. Riding any great distance
would get painful, though, because not
only does the monoshock deliver a firm
ride, so does the seat. Anupholstered park
bench is the closest comparison we can
think of.

However, the bike is after all not
designed to compete with a GS Suzuki for
touring comfort. Given the banzai sport-
ing nature of the motorcycle, the excellent
seating position and easeof riding provide
all the comfort a rider is likely to need or
want while he's out getting his daily adre-
nalin rush.

The seating position is very good
indeed, suiting riders of widely varying
statures. The low, narrow handlebar and
rear-set pegs tilt the rider forward in just
the right position for fast riding. Both
pedals, for rear brake and gearshift, are
adjustable over a narrow range to help
each rider find the optimum position.

Once you get comfortable and start
exploring the bike's limits, you'll find that
the stock Yokohama tires are the weakest
link in the chassis. We found that they
gripped well, in fact right up until the
expansion chamber on theright was drag-

when braking and cornering forces were
combined. If we owned the bike the first
thing we'd do is put on some better-
quality tires. Not that the Yokohamas are

. terrible, but we think that tires fitted to a

bike capable of cornering and braking as
hard as the RD can should be the best
available. The Yokohamas aren't.

We were astounded after the test was
over to discover that the little Yamaha's
fuel consumption had averaged 16.5 km/L
during the test. For the non-metricated,
that's 48 miles per Imperial gallon, afigure
just behind the 16.9 km/L we achieved
with the 550 Seca in last month’s issue.
Two-strokes are famous for using more
gas than four-strokes anyway, and con-
sidering the amount of time we had the RD
wailing between 7,000 and 9,000 rpm it’s
incredible that it got the consumption fig-

-ure it did.

It was equally stingy sipping injector
oil. The 1.6 litre reservoir was only half
empty after our 830 km test. You could
never accuse this RD of being a pig.

Riders used to modern bikes might be
nonplussed to find that there's no starter
button on the right handlebar end. Kick
only, and at that you have to go to all the
trouble of folding up the right footpeg so
that the starter can swing through its arc.
Big deal; it fired first kick nearly every
time. When cold it liked to have the enri-
chener lever on the left carb pulled for a
minute or so, then was quite happy toidle
or pull redline at the rider's command; yet
another indication of how civilized the
machine is.

The easy starting is aided by an elec-
tronic ignition that supplies lots of spark

up under the gas tank
in a breadbox-shaped plastic container.
It's an oiled-foam element that should last
a long time between cleanings. One
benefit to having it tucked up under the
tank is that the tank can then act as a
further muffler of intake noise, helping to
keep the bike as quiet as it is.

Access is simple enough; pull the gas
lines off the tank and remove one bolt and
the tank lifts right of f. It doesn't take much
longer to do than to tell about it, so we
don't think having the element tucked
away is any impediment to easy service.

Parked right behind the gas tank bolt,
under the seat, is a small plastic tray that
can be used to carry loose change, a pair of
gloves or all the speeding tickets you'll
collect while riding. It lifts out, giving
access to the preload adjustment on the

~monoshock. There's a tool provided, a

simple hook wrench, that fits downinside
and pulls on the adjuster collar. Better
wear heavy gloves when you're doing it,
because the wrench isn't very long and
there isn't much room to work. You can
almost guarantee skinned knuckles, afree
flow of blood and a freer flow of curse
words if you try it with bare hands.

The tools live in the usual plastic pouch
and are secured by a rubber strap inside
the tail section behind the seat. They are
satisfactory but not outstanding. It proba-
bly matters less with this bike than many,
since most who'll buy one will be enthusi-
asts who have a good tool kit of theirown.
Still, Suzuki is providing excellent qual-
ity tools with their 1981 bikes, and it'd be
good to see the same from other
manufacturers.

The seat isn't hinged, sadly. It's one of
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YAMAHA RD350

those damnable contraptions that clips
under a metal and plastic ridge at thefront
and then requires that you line up hooks
on each side al the rear before applying
equal pressure lo each side lo engage the
hooks in the locking clips. You'll soon
learn not remove the seal unless youabso-
lutely have to;it's infuriating trying to get
the thing back down securely in place.
You'll forget the hassle the second you
gel it back on and start riding again,
though, because the little RD overwhelms
you with good feelings almost instantly.
As you wheelie off into the distance, vou'll
decide once again that speed limits are for
others; than any machine thal can go so
fast so quickly and in such perfect safety
is worthy of any amountolminorhassling.

Even while sedately riding out to your
favorite piece of twisty road you'll find
much to please you. The light controls, the
virtual absence of vibration—the en-
gine mounls use rubber doughnuts to
help soak up the engine's shakes—and the
light, responsive nature of the beast all
make riding the RD a visceral delight.

You're likely to find that every time you
head off to the cornerstore lo buyapack of
cigaretles or amagazine you'llspend three
hours tearing around the hilis, giggling to
yourself all the while as you gobble up
750s and 1,000s that are foolish enough to
getl 1n your way.

Yes, the RD350 was worlh the wait. The
engine performance, the handling ability,

the brakes, the mystique and the fuel con-
sumption that gives you 272 km of fun per
tankful all make the bike worth the wait,
and more than worth the purchase price of
$2,599,

[t without doubt again sets the two-
stroke lightweight up as the target for all
four-stroke sport bikes, and recalls the
halycon days of the early Seventies when
TZ350s would humble everyone else’s 750
cc racers even at high-speed tracks such
as Daytona.

And speaking of which, one last touch.
The cylinders from a TZ250 or half a
TZ750 bolt right on lo the RDcases, incase
yvou prefer 60-plus hp lo 47. What more
could you ask? O

The RD's responsiveness makes side-to-side
transitions as easy as thinking about them.

SPECIFICATIONS
Yomaha RD350H

MBBBE s aan S e 1981 Yamaha RD350H
1Yo EIR ] BRARCN | DA A . S o 830 km
BRI e s T e $2,599
ENGINE
TYPE ...k Two-cylinder two-stroke with reed valve
induction
BISPIEAGENIENT 2l ok o o meamie stioe i 347 cc
BOREANE-STREIEE: -5 oo a2 g o 64 x 54 mm
GEMPRESSION BATIO: o/ 5w e s s
HORSEPOWER: .....isi.: 47 at 8,500 rpm (claimed)
ERCIEIE ol oo 4.1 kg-m at 8,000 rpm (claimed)
CGARBURETION .orvensiviniss Two Mikuni VM26
= H B 2 1 0o 4 e R St LN (oL Kick only

OIL CAPACITY ... 1.6 litre injector oil tank, 1.5 litres
Iransmission lubricant

ELECTRICAL

N N Y PR in S s s s e e e e CDI
GENERATOR OUTPUT .... 150 watts at 5,000 rpm
BATTERY CAPACITY ...... 12 volts, 5.5 amp-hours
o Losll D] TR 5 1 Hem e kR I S el S 60/55 watts
TRANSMISSION

TYPE 0 s Six-speed, constant mesh, wet clutch
PRINARY DRINVE . h 2 an i ot v Gear, 2.870:1

INTERNAL RATIOS ... (1) 2.571, (2) 1.778, (3) 1.318,
(4) 1.083, (5) 0.962, (6) 0.889

FINALDERIVE: ........ No. 530 chain, 41/16, 2.563:1
CALCULATED DATA
WEIGHT/POWERRATIO .............. 3.04 kg/hp

SF BGIEIGOU TP s r e 2o o il Dt 135 hp/L
PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE ........ 17.1 m/sec at
9,500 rpm
RPNV AT 100 KMIHE © oo s o e it 5,631
MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS ...... (1) 58, (2) 84,
3) 114, (4) 138, (5) 156, (6) 169 km/h
FUEL
CAPACITY. N et 16.5 litres including reserve
RESERVECAPACITY . .oiieor. iheaia., 1.5 litres
CONSUMPTION ....... 16.5 km/L (6.06 L/100 km)
RANGE: B S ol S Ry 272 km
CHASSIS
WHEREBASE oo - v b aats s ot s s 1,365 mm
IAKREFTRATL: G osas sty 27.2 degrees/102 mm

SUSPENSION .... Telescopic front fork with 32 mm
diameter fork tubesand 140 mmtravel, rear
swingarm with monoshock spring/damper
adjustable five ways for preload with 110

mm travel

BRAKES .... Dual front discs 267 mm diameter, SL.S
rear drum 180 mm diameter |

TIRESE s Yokohama 3.00518 front, 3.50518 rear
DRYIWEIGHT: L it St ol e N S ey 143 kg
EOADICAPACETY  sns s gnt. T paliioa e 175%kg
HANDEEBAR WIDTH: r Canatt ot it 700 mm
SEATHEIGE T . 5%, . v 760 mm (with 61 kg rider)

GROUND CLEARANCE. .. 145 mm (with 61 kg rider)

Distributed by Yamaha Molor Canada Lid., 480 Gordon Baker Road, Willowdale, Oni.,
M2H 3B4, [416] 498-1911.
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Suzuki launches the full-Floaters.

You've seen single-shock systems before. Now take a look at
the best you've ever seen.
Suzuki's all-new “Full-Floating” system. Standard equipment
on the all-new RM-250 and 465.

Heart of this lightweight system, of course, is a large

single shock. Which is mounted vertically near the center

of the bike’s gravity for better handling.

Lower end of the shock is mounted directly to the boxed

aluminum swing arm. Also, the upper end is attached by rod and link to the swing arm.
Thus, you have ‘floating’ ends. Result: The shock compresses smoothly at both ends —

responding perfectly to any terrain.
(Like we said, the best.)
These big RMs are also equipped with totally new powerplants. Full-Reed
engines with new porting, cases, transmission and clutches. Believe us, the power
(especially at mid and top end) is incredible. Definitely not for the faint-hearted.
Other hot items that'll please you but not the competition include:

Remote reservoir for the rear shock. Works roller-type chain guide.

Full-floating rear brake. Maintenance-free PEI ignition. Newly-designed air-
assisted front forks. And a whopping amount of travel—11.2 inches up
front, 12.7 inches in back.
Now go launch one of these rockets at your Suzuki Dealer.

Suzulql?&!@]hel’erfonner

Be a specialist, Take a Canada Safety tmmﬂmtmmm course. See rw&u:m:l dealer tor details.




CANADA
THE FIRST' 0TEN YEARS

Continued from Page 53

1973 Laverda 750 SF

Because it was Italian and because il had
the greatest horn ever heard in
molorcyclingdom.

1973 Can-Am 175 T'NT

Because il was Canadian and went like
stink in the dirl.

1974 Hercules W2000

Because il was a greal conversation piece,
just the thing to have parked in your
living room.

1974 Moto Guzzi
850 Eldorado

Because il convinced me to never again
ride pillion with your favorite editor, John
Cooper.

1974 Jawa 350

Because it was one of thegreat motorcycle
bargains of all time.

1975 Suzuki RE5 Rotary
1975 Honda CB400F
1975 Jawa 350 ISDT
1976 KTM 250 Enduro

1976 Honda
GL1000 Gold Wing

1977 Suzuki GS750

Because [ left Cycle Canada for a while
and didn't get to ride them.

1977 Moto Guzzi
850 Le Mans

Because to this day it still ranks as the
most desireable motorcycle of all time. |
took the Le Mans on a two-day sprint
from Toronto to Montreal via Algonquin
Park and [ was never so sorry to see aride
come to the end. Even loday there is no
motorcycle like this: a machine which
combines the thunderous sound and
striking visual presence of a 90-degree
V-twin engine, breathtaking handling, | L
erotic styling and the convenience of a | The rotary Hercules W2000 was the best conversation-starter of 1974.
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shaft drive. | can't believe 1 don't own one.

1977 BMW
R100RS

Because BMW always slates soelegantly
and convincingly that less can be more
and because this was themodel [ enjoyed
most.

1978 Yamaha
XS1100

Because it wason the XS Eleven at Yama-
ha's test track in Japan that I realized that
speedometer readings bevond the 200K
mark no longer interested me. Afterward,
I figured I wasn't getting older, just
smarter.

1978 Kawasaki Z-1R

Because it made me look faster than I
really was.

1978 Harley-Davidson
FXS§1200 Low Rider

the most-memorable quotient of the Low Rider test.
Because it was a Harley and because of TR TR e =
Ann and Diane and Toni, the Harley's

Angels.

1979 Suzuki GS850

Because [ met (Gulp!) Jane Fellowes while
directing the cover shool.

1979 Honda X1.500 and
Yamaha X'T500

Because it wasduring thecomparison test
that I discovered I was no longer the
staffer fastest in the dirt.

1979 Ducati 900SS and
Suzuki GS10008S

Because we dared to shoot them out and
pick a winner. And because Mike DufTl
and Yvon Duhamel helped us do the com-
parison test,

1980 Dnepr MT-10-36

Because it's the only motorcycle I have
ever ridden with reverse gear, And that
can be a strikingly unique experience.

1981 Yamaha RD350H

o T
P, e
- e : -

Because [ didn't get to go to California to :
test it. O | Mike Duff and Yvon Duhamel helped in our 900SS-versus-GS1000S handling test.
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In its tabloid format, Cycle
Canada was more than just a
magazine. Now, as a magazine,
it’s still far from ordinary. Our
traditional abundance of inter-
esting information has made us

that way.
We seek out and develop

interesting news, informative
reports and useful features. We
look for entertaining writers.
We provide reader-to-reader
services like Motopinion.

We do product tests, tour
tests, economy tests and track
tests, often with the added
expertise of riders like Mike

Duff and Yvon Duhamel.
And we’ve created the

national showcase for motor-
cycling, with our three Cycle.
Canada shows across the land.

It's all helped to make us
the most widely-read motorcy-
cle publication in Canada, bar
none. Cycle Canada has become
like motorcycling itself, an
experience.

Experience it for yourself.
Have it delivered to your home
every month. Use the handy
card opposite, or write to our
office at 290 Jarvis St., Toronto,
Ont., M5B 2C5.

1 year $14.95, 2 years
$21.95, 3 years $29.95. U.S.
and foreign subscribers add
$4.00 per year.

The new
CYCLE

CANADA

is here
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FUTURE BIKE

THE COMPUTERIZED DECADE

Advances in mechanical and electronic
technology will bring us superior bikes.

By Damian James

RELAX. FORGET THE DIRE PREDICTIONS
of your local doomsday specialist. The bike of the
future is going to be better than present machines
and then some. The industry, like the average pur-
chaser, will age and mature.

With the introduction of machines like the
Yamaha XV920, we see that the crazy horse-

power-at-all costs race is tapering off. As
the members of the baby boom enter their
thirties, realistic on-the-road perfor-
mance in the full meaning of the word will
become the primary objective of
manufaclurers.

We have sketched here a hike thal we
think will epitomize the spori/touring
macnine of the 1990s; practical, economi-
cal, sperting and fun—everything a
inotoreyele should be.

reciprocating internal-combustion types.
Relinement rather than radical alterna-
tive is the forecast from the motorcvele
manufaciurers. Fuel injection and turbo-
charging will be an integral part of the
new, smaller enzines.

It's not so much because itcando whata |
carburetor cannol, but because lhe ava- |

lanche of technology in mini-computers
will eliminale the mechanical complexity
inherent in a carburetor of equal
performance.

Motorcycle components will have a
greater percentage of plastic parts. With
the pressure on automobile manufactur-
ers to cut weight and improve fuel econ-
omy, developments there will create
spinoffs for the motorcycleindustry. Such
things as carbon-fibre materials, cur-
rently too expensive for the mass market,
will become economically feasible. Our
future bike uses carbon-fibre in the pivot
arm for the front suspension and in the
rear swingarm.

Gasoline supplies will be extended by
blending in grain- and wood-derived alco-
hol. Gasohol in higher proportions than
currently available seems likely. The ratio
will be about 50/50, which will demand a
larger tank capacity togo the same distance
as a machine run on straight gas. Alcohol-
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burning engines run with a much richer
fuel/air mixture than gasolineburners. Qur
midrange sporl-tourer runs on a 50/50
gas/alcohol mixture,

Water cooling will be a featureofalmost
every bike built in the 1990s. It offers
consislent engine lemperature regardless
ol external conditions or harshness of use,
and allows closer tolerances for greater
elficiency and power while greatly reduc-

| ing the harsh mechanical racket produced
Engines of the next 10vearsorsowillbe |

by most finned air-cooled engines. Com-
bined water cooling and improved metal-

| lurgy will increase engine life, a desirable

teature at a time when rising living

expenses will make a motoreyele a major
expendilure.

Compulerized controls and possibly
rotary-valve induction will make our
future engine so efficient that much less
energy will be wasted as heat.

Welded tube frames of mild steel will be
with us for a while yet, until public accep-
tance of the more radical monocoque
designs improves.

The front fork on our future bike is a
leading-link type for reduced unsprung
weight, high rigidity, and built-in adjusta-
ble anti-dive under braking. Carbon-fibre
in the lower arm gives increased strength
and lower weight. As mentioned before, i
is also used in the swingarm.

Brakes are single aluminum discs front
and rear. They have been coated for dura-
bility and excellent fade-free stopping,
wet or dry.

Our machine has a toothed-belt final
drive. It is quieter, lighterandcleaner than
a chain, lighter and cheaper than a shaft

and unlike a shaft drive its gearing can be
varied.

Wheels will be solid discs which will
split for easy tire removal. Struggling
with tire irons will be a thing of the past. A
centre-stand mounted at the bike's bal-
ance point will allow fast removal of
either quick-detachable wheel.

Conspicuity of future bikes will be high.
The quartz-halogen headlight of our
model has a Q-switch which pulsates at
the rate of four cycles per second, the rate
that seems to attract the human eve best.
Tail-lights will be built on the Cyberlight
principle. Compressed-air horns will
replace the current anemic buzzers.

A warm, protected rider can go farther
and faster than one braving the elements.
[n Canada, because of the severe winter
motorcycles will never replace cars
totally, but with better wind protection

| and heated air ducted to the vital areas

like hands, knees and feet, the weaiher
restriclion on riding will be determined
mainly by road surface conditions and

. thus riding seasons will be greatly
exlended.

Heated clothing will be readily availa-
ble from the major manufacturers and
could be optional on long distance
machines,

Besides having improved physical com-
fort, the future rider will have an exact
picture of what is going on below him. A
comprehensive control panel will rest
between the tachometer and speedometer,
which concede to analog-receplive
human perceptions by staying in the tra-
ditional shape. Fuel-level gauges will be
replaced by digital readouts of the riding
distance available at the current rate of
consumption. Oil and water temperatures
will be digital displays, and there will be
an ammeter to keep track of the
maintenance-free battery's condition.

When the 1990s finally arrive we will
look back on our present bikes with the
same disdain we now reserve for the
machines of the Fifties, Sixties and early
Seventies, wondering how we ever rode
such primitive machinery. O

Slim, light, and economical, the future bike
will be sophisticated, satisfying, and fun.
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DOES CLOSE COUNT

KX420 KAWASAKI

IN THE OPEN CLASS?

The KX420 is proof that a small

leak can sink a great ship.

mere two years ago, the first
Kawasaki motocrosser with Uni-
Trak suspension was ridden by
Brad Lackey in European grands
prix. Lackey's bike was no sluggard either
in power or handling and it was good
enough to finish second in the world. Last
year, after an incredibly short gestation
period, Kawasaki introduced the KX420-
A1 which was intended to bring the yel-
low and red competitors to their knees.

What the production bike did was bring
a lot of riders to their knees complaining
about a somewhat peaky engine and stiff
and inaccessible suspension. A funny
thing had happened on the way to the
showroom floor. That the big K could
build a winner was obvious, that the cost
accountants had cut too many corners
was also obvious. The bike was more bad
than Brad.

Oh, the A1 wasn't hopeless, it just
required fiddling and refinement to make
itup to scratch in themeanest class toever
leave a starting gate.

For 1981 Kawasaki has the KX420-A2.
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The updated model is an improvement
over the original but in the fast-moving
world of motocross better is still a long
way behind best.

Looking at the bike, one is immediately
struck by the massive swingarm, which
this year is a forged aluminum I-beam
replacing the box-section arm of 1980.
The swingarm looks strong enough and
almost long enough to drop right in vour
run-of-the-mill nitro-burning hillclimber.
The bike has a long wheelbase, longer by
40 mm than the Yamaha YZ465H whichis
1,480 mm.

The bike is very high, even for an extra-
ordinarily tall rider. With a seat height of
985 mm, the KX willmakethe averagerider
stretch hard to reach the ground. The stiff
rear end is no help, either, as it compresses
only incrementally under the rider's
weight.

Kick starting the tall machine is diffi-
cult enough when the rider has his right
knee just below his ear to get a good prod
on the lever, but the situation is aggra-
vated by the necessity of having to give

the 420 a very healthy kick to get it going.
The light internal-rotor magneto capaci-
tor ignition gives the crankshaft little
added momentum to keep on going and
the kickstart lever must be engaged at the
top of its travel to start the big two-stroke.

Once running, the KX420 warms up
fast, despite the jetting which seems lean
when compared with other open-class
motocrossers. Throttle response and
exhaust note are crisp and inviting. What
isn't so inviting is the vibration which at
low revs surges through the rider's arms
as he blips the throttle. This can be attrib-
uted in great part to the presence of only
three motor mounts, the top one being
more of a head steady.

Invariably, the first-time rider will stall
the bike when moving off and have to
repeat the starting ritual. The engine
makes reasonable but not gargantuan
power in the lower rev range, and this
combined with the tall gearing makes a
fair amount of clutch slippage necessary
at the start.

The riding position feels strange at first,



Kawasaki was wrong
with the rear spring
rate but the rest of
the bike is of high
quality construction.




KAWASAKI KX420

The rider gets the impression that he is
way up in the air and will go straight over
the bars when the front brakeis applied.It
takes a bit of getting used to but is easy to
live with and soon forgotten.

Winter conditions did not allow race
track testing but indicate clearly the abil-
ity of the machine to handle terrain sim-
ilar to the more perverse parts of
motocross tracks. The long wheelbase of
the KX420 makes smooth straights a whiz
and the bike slides predictably under
throttle directions.

We rode the bike on some of the most
whooped-up roads to ever see a snowmo-
bile. Few motocross tracks are as bad,
noneis as slippery. The KX was decidedly
not the hot set up for this surface. The stiff
rear suspension bounced the rear wheel
off the ground and delivered quite a beat-
ing to the rider. Speed and accelerationare
the cure for its stiffness. As speed went
up, the bike became much better behaved,
if somewhat busy. With the preload ad-
justed to the minimum the rear was still
too stiff but the seat height became
bearable.

However, what speeds up must slow
down, and this is where the rider was
made quite aware of his mortality. With
the power off, or reduced, the front end
dropped under the weight transfer and
threatened to follow every rut and groove
that was even mildly receptive. Riders
who don't normally crash did.

Racing the KX420 against a Yamaha
YZ465H on the roads described above
resulted in the win going to the Yamaha.
The KX rider had to go to and sometimes
beyond the ragged edge to keep up withor
even make the occasional pass. The 465's
hold on the open class won't be taken by
the Kawasaki.

Despite going to a softer dual-rate
spring and foam shock bumper for 1981,
the rear suspension is still too stiff for
riders up to 80 kg even after 10 hours of
riding. It comes with 40 kg (2.5 adjuster
turns) of preload on the Uni-Trak spring.
This can be reduced by 16 kg per turn of
the adjusting nut. The factory manual
insists that the preload not be moved
beyond five turns of the stock setting. 1f
the preload adjustment does not provide
enough leeway then softer springs can be
ordered from the dealer.

One big hassle of the present Uni-Trak

assembly is the extensive and difficult
maintenance required. The shock still has
to be removed for preload adjustments
although damping can be adjusted to one
of four positions by an adjuster ringin the
top of the shock body. Thefactory mainte-
nance chart requires dismantling and
greasing of the bearings in the linkage
after every two races. Grease fittings in
these critical lubricating points would
ease the mechanic’s workload.

The particularly frustrating point ofthe
KX420is that the other components of the
machine work well. The fork is very good,
on par with any other from Japan. Brakes
are powerful and controllable. The car-
buretor and air filter are easily accessible
and stay clean thanks to theefficient front
fender. All controls work perfectly. The
No. 520 chain exhibited no tendency to fly
despite the long reach—by current
standards—between the swingarm and
countershaft pivot points.

The KX420-AZ2isaremarkableachieve-
ment. However, Kawasaki's attempt at
cutting costs on the production model has
taken the bike out of winner's circle as far
as the majority of racers are concerned.

Come on Kawasaki, how about some
more Brad? O

The 422 cc engine has adequate power but is peaky for an open-classer.
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1981 Kawasaki
KX420-A2
......... Single-
cylinder two-stroke, air-cooled,
five-speed transmission, pri-
mary kick starting

DISPLACEMENT ....... 422 cc
BORE AND STROKE ...... 83 x
78 mm

HORSEPOWER .......... N.A.
TORQUE. ik i 4 e N.A.
CARBURETION. ... One Mikuni
VM3855

GNP o e e CDI

SUSPENSION . . Telescopic fork,
air-sprung and oil-damped with
300 mm travel; rear Uni-Trak
adjustable for preload and
damping with 300 mm travel

TIRES i, Bridgestone M27
3.00 x 21 front, M22 5.10 x 18

rear

........... 104 kg dry

....... 9 litres

WEIGHT
FUEL CAPACITY

Distributed by Canadian Kawasaki Motors Lid.. 25
Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Onl., M3B 273, [416) 455-7775.

PHUTOGRAPHY BY JIM COLBERT AND JOHN WILD



PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARC LACHAPELLE

Mario Mercier followed brother Michel home in the 250 cc expert race January 25 at Val d'Or, Que.
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Mercieris still ice king 70 Sehl leads Quebec series
Rapid Quebec riders take lion's share of purse Rules shuffle topples traditional top runners
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Mercier is still ice king

Quebec riders scoop national championships

By Damian James

HAILEYBURY, Ont.—
Michel Mercier, from Thetford
Mines, Que., demonstrated
why he wears the No. 1platein
Canadian ice racing at the
single-event national race on
January 18.

Mercier won his fourth con-
secutive No. 1 plate in his
usual feet-up sliding style on a
Monette / Bombardier-spon-
sored Can-Am. Competition
was [ierce since riders would
have no chance at a second
event. Unusually warm
minus-2 C. weather resulted in
more than 100 racers turning
up for a shot at the $3,000
purse.

In the open expert final,
Roger Bibeau, from Vanier,
Que., blasted his Centre-
Moto-sponsored Yamaha
thumper into the lead fol-
lowed by Chris Evans, from
St. Catharines, Ont., on a
Honda 500 and Martin Lavoie
from Quebec City on another
Honda.

Mercier held fourth in front
of Serge Gosselin from Levis,
(Que., on a Yamaha 500 and
Donald Beauvais from Val
D'Or, Que., on a Yamaha
YZ465. Following were Mario
St. Gelais from Quebec on a
Yamaha 500, Ronald Beauvais
from Val D'Or, Que., on a
Honda 500, Todd Sharpless
from Don Mills, Ont., on a
Honda 500 and Mike Kelly
from Hamilton, Ont., on a
Yamaha.

On lap two, Evans was left
spectating gloomily on corner
one when the drive chain on
his bike jumped the rear
sprockel. Bibeau lost the lead
on lap three to Mercier, whose
charge through the ranks pro-
pelled him to an unassailable
lead.

On the seventh of 10 laps
Bibeau still held second in
front of Donald Beauvais.
Brother Ronald Beauvais was
secure in fourth. On lap eight,
Bibeau had dropped to third
suffering from mechanical
troubles. A lap later, he was
out. By the ninth lap Lavoie,
who had won his semi-final,
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Michel Mercier wﬁn his fourth
national championship.

Donald Beauvais slid to sec-
ond in open expert.

Chris Evans lost chance at
No. 1 plate when chain flew.

Jacques Bourret (rear) loses the lead in the 250 cc national senior final in Haileybury, Ont.,as his
bike coughs to a halt, Bob Sobering (39) won, closely followed by Alain Alarie.

had hustled into fifth place,
getting by Gosselin.

Mercier took the flag fol-
lowed by Donald Beauvais,
Ronald Beauvais, St. Gelais,
Gosselin and Sharpless. Lav-
oie, defeated by his bike,
coasted across the finish line
in eighth spot behind Kelly.

Jim Mudry from Kamloops,
B.C., won the 125 cc senior/
expert class ahead of Paul
Chapman from Frankford,
Ont., and Toni Sharpless from
Don Mills, Ont.

Jacques Bourret from Laval,
Que., took the win in the open

senior class in front of Alain
Alarie from Val D'Or, Que.,

Richard Coté from Levis, Que.,
grabbed third ahead of Syl-
vain Beauvais from Val D'Or.
Beauvais was disqualified
when it was discovered thal
the studs used in the right side
of his rear tire did not meet
CMA requirements. He
claimed that he did not have
time to change them all and
that the right side of the tire
was not used on the left-
handed track.

The 250 cc senior final wasa
disappointment for Jacques
Bourret, who after winning
his semi, was set to repeat
when his bike apparently ran
out of fuel on the third lap. Bob

Sobering, from Brantford,
Ont., assumed the lead which
he held to the flag. He was
hounded to the finish by Alain
Alarie. Dave Kirby from
Brantford, Onl., was third.

In the junior classes, Marcel
Fournier from Val D'Or won
the open class, Donald Fourn-
ier, also from Val D'Or, led the
250 cc contestants across the
line, and Renato Dissegna
from Montreal was victorious
in the 125 cc race. Barry Mar-
tini from Ile Perrot, Que., put
in a steady ride to take the
schoolboy win.

Results are listed in Who
Won What on Page 80.



Wes Cooley
1880 AMA
Superbike
Champion

We build to win!
EFE YOSHIMURA

WORLD'S LEADER IN
4-STROKE RACING
EQUIPMENT

Yoshimura 4 into 1 exhaus! syslems in stock for
1980 Suzuki GS750 and G51100, also for
1979/80 Honda CB750K and CBT50F. Send
$3.00 for our 1980/81 colour catalogue
Distributor for: Yoshimura, Kal-Gard producls.
Barnelt clutches, Gerex ignitions, Vesrah racing
pads. Mikuni carbs and accessornes, elc

Yoshimura North West
Tel (B04) 792-3455
158 Yale Road East, Chilliwack, B.C. V2P 2P5
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* RACING x

Now available in Canada

Ask your dealer for your
Hi-point racing products
Don't accep! a cheaper imitation
Demand the best

Canadian Distnbutor
Performance Cycle & Snow

01 Maitland Terrace
Strathroy, Ontarnio
N7G 1L2

HELMETS

You'llove the prices!

H31 NOS
ot ot “*One-finger"”
o Mt face shield lift.
il'lf?n%:r'l?gager T!'lrgte u{:rsri"gf[:n
o vot ratchet.

position pivol p

ratchel.

Europe’s largest helmet manufacturer has
come to Canada with the world’s finest line
of polycarbonate heimets.

Their quality, style, light weight and comfort-
able fit have made Nolan No. 1 with European
racers and riders.

A full range of sizes and colours available.

Intercom Available
At last you can talk o
your passenger in
comiort, with the
exclusive Nolan
Intercom system. Ask
you dealer for details.

N15T Open Shorty NO1 Open Face

RIDE WITH A WINNER _ .
World champion road racer Kork Ballington, rides and
wins with Nolan helmets, Why not ride with a winner?

Ask your dealer for Nolan,

Exclusive Canadian distributor:

Marquette Marketing Corporation, Toronto - Vancouver
All mail: £.0. Box 3450, Don Mills, Ontario, Canada M3C 213 MarqHEttE
Head Office: 144 Steelcase Rd. W., Markham (Toronto), Ontario

Telephone: (416) 495-9650 Telex: 06-9665533

Distnibutor:
Slater Brothers Canada
Rock Forest, Quebec

(819) 564-0233
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Sehl leads Quebec series

Rules shuffle topples traditional top runners

By Marc Lachapelle

VAL D'OR, Que.—First-
year expert Jamie Sehl Jr. from
Stoney Creek, Ont., and Mario
St. Gelais from Levis, Que.,
came out open expert winners
after the first two days of
CMA-Quebec's ice racing sea-
son for 1981.

Sehl, 16, is the nephew of
Dave and Doug Sehl, bothcon-
sidered to be among the best
Canadian dirt trackers ever.
On Saturday January 25, in
the first round of the Quebec
regional championship, Sehl
won the open expert class, the
hardest to conquer in studded
tire racing.

Referee Robert Vigneault
changed rules to modify the
points system after the first
day of racing. Not satisfied
with the system by which
heats are worth less than the
final, a normal situation in
most sprint racing, a group of
riders including Martin Lav-
oie, Donald and Ronald Beau-
vais, Michel Mercier and
Mario St. Gelais asked that
points be awarded equally to
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top finishers in all three races.

The two heats — the first
being four laps, the next six
laps — and the eight-lap final
(10 for an expert), were from
then on to be scored according
to the motocross method of 15-
12-10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1.

This new system was in
effect on Sunday for the first
round of the North American
Ice Racing Challenge, a new
series created by the CMA-
Quebec region. It immediately
profited one of the protesters.
By consistent high finishes all
day, Mario St. Gelais on a
Yamaha TT500-based special
walked away with first place
in the open expert class and
top spot in the series stand-
ings.

Michel Mercier, who was
heavily favored to win both
expert classes, had to be con-
tent with a seventh-place fin-
ish. He was the most obvious
victim of the rules system he
helped set up.

After stalling his Monette
Sports-sponsored Can-Am
400 on the line of the first heat
he never had achance to catch

up in four laps. In the second
heat Mercier was trying to
make up for another poor start
when he got into corner three
too hot and climbed on Jim
Sehl’s impeccable, and new,
Panther-framed Honda 500's
fibreglass rear fender.

Sehl stayed up but Mercier
took team-mate Jean Bourret
and Martin Lavoie crashing
with him. That scrapped heat
two for Mercier who later
came back to win the 10-lap
final with a vengeance in front
of Bourret, leaving St. Gelais
for third.

Mercier took three straight
wins in the 250 cc expert class
followed by brother Mario on
a borrowed Can-Am with his
best finish in a long time, The
older Mercier's mount was
Old Faithful, a 250 cc Can-Am
that has seen five seasons of
intense flat track and ice rac-
ing action and has won at least
13 provincial and national
titles.

Chris Evans, a first year

Jamie Sehl beat all comers to
take open expert victory.

expert, had a miserabletimein
Val d'Or. Evans managed a
second-place finish behind
Sehl in the open expert class
Saturday but had to settle for
fifth overall on Sunday.

In both the 250 cc and open
senior classes, Jacques Bou-
rret on Monette Sports Can-
Ams and Jacques Picard on
Can-Ams he rides with spon-
sorship from Corriveau
Moltosports traded top plac-
ings. Picard came out on top
for Saturday’s racing and Bou-
rret had the best of Picard on
Sunday, also in a clean sweep
fashion.

For results see Page 80.

Cyclesport is edited by
Damian James.

Michel Mercier, No. 1, cuts inside Serge Gosselin (58) during
the 250 cc expert race at Val d'Or Jan. 25.
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Cycle Canada
Back Issues

Looking for a Cycle Canada test report
on a late model machine?

Just send us $2.00 and we'll
send you the issue containing the test.

Please send $2 per issue plus 50 cents
per order for shipping, payable by
cheque, money order or charge card

© Cycle Canada

290 Jarvis St. Toronto, Ont. M5B 2C5

Nov. 1980: Kawasaki KZ550
Laverda Montjuic
Mato Maring 200
Sept. 1980: Laverda 1200 Mirage
Honda CBX Turbo
Honda CM200T
Kawasaki KZ2500-]
Swzubd GS250T
Yarnaha SR250 Exciter |
Honda GL1 100 interstate
Kawasaki KZ1300B
Suzukd GS1000GT
Yamaha X51 100G
Feb. 1980: Swrukd GS750
Dec. 1979;  Yarmaha X58500
Yarmaha IT-125G
Mov. 1979: Honda CB400T
Yamaha RD400F
Oct, 197%  Honda CB&50Z
Kawasakai KZ650
Saruki GS5500
Moto Guzri 1000
Spada
June 1979: Honda XL500
Yarmaha XT500
Dec. 1978:  Honda CGTS0K
Mov. 1978: Yamaha XS6505F

Juby 1980:

May 1979

Sept. 1978: HDLow Rider
Aug. 1978: Swuki PE1TS

July 1978: Honda CEX
Swzukd GS1000
June 1978: Yamaha iT250

Honda XL2505
May 1978:  Yamaha XS750E
April 1978:  Honda XR75K5
Suzuki RM100C
Ciruki BEMBOC
Yamaha YZ100E
Yamaha YZ80E
Mar, 1978:  Suwruki DR370
Jan. 1978: Kawasaki K230
Honda CM185
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GS7H0L

Thevery best from Suzuk

The Suzuki GS750E is the 750
that ean do anything. Like to
our? Suzuki's touring seat 1s
broad, flat and comfortable

, lenough for two for all day.

Like to corner quickly? Suzuki's multi-
adjustable shocks and air forks let youchoose
the handling and cornering clearanceyouwant.

Need to commute to and from work?
Suzuki's revolutionary tsec engine makesall
the power you need to pass traffic and still
delivers 48 mpg.

The GS750 gives vou all you wantina 730
without a compromise. :

SUZUKI

Suzuki products are available from t

BURNABY, B.C.

Allied
Motorcyele

Sales * Serviee * Parts * Accessories

GGl Kingsway
Burnaby, B.C. VbHE 1C¥
(604) 434-0285

CALGARY, ALTA.

SO

Cycle & Motor Co. Ltd.
We're the accessory speciahsts!

5524 Bowness Rd. N.W.
Calgary, Alta. T38 OES
(403)288-5421

BRANTFORD, ONT.
BRANTFORD
CycLE & SLED

Complete line of accessories

,ONT.
S e =

1774 Landsdowne Street West,
R.R. 3, Peterborough, Ont. K9J 6X4
(705) 745-0421

for street and dirt _
787 Colborne St. 12 Heritage Rd.
Brantford, Ont. N3S 353 Markham, Ont. L3P 1M4
(519) 753-3404 (416)294-2201
PETERBOROUGH, ONT. VARNA, ONT.
AC'S
M MOTORCYCLES ““‘ILY Gl".l‘l‘
e Servicing motorcyclists in Salos £ Service
the area for 28 years e Nextday courier service
e 1981 motorcycles now in stock o Sothars Ontaria

e Mail order anywhere
RR. #1, Vama, Ont. NOM2R0 (519) 2625809

~..the quality and the fit...
far exceeded any of my

previous expectations.
Dryden, Ont.

b 4o

Send for our Catalogue. Only $1.
11020 -127 St. Fdmanton, Alberta T5M 072 (403] 452-3401

LEATHER
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YAMAHA

This month’s special
81 Maxim 650

Fast mail order parts

CONSUMERS | | &% ellys

SECURITY

L b -
| S ITS";: ”;ﬂsﬂﬂtﬁﬂﬁﬂ'?“i 91 Kennedy Rd. South
| v : present a variety Brampton, Ont. LEW 361
3 e . Of all-leather clothing (418) 459-1213
: "- h\\* for every kind of
y gk motorcycle riding —
i approved by the grea- 223 Dakdale Rd.
3 - % . testnames ininter- Downsview, Ont. MIN 1W4
3 X &= national competition. Rﬂth [416) 746-1563
p R You will find these
’ . = . leathers at the better MOTORCYCLE
= e e o i o

DEALERS

For the dealers of Quebec contact:
¢ Montreal region: AGENCE JEE-DEE Tel: (514) 382-8131
o Fortherest of the province: TECHNO SPORTS INC. Tel:

NEW KUTTER
BUYERS GUIDE

Announcing 1981

(418) 653-9203 4 Full Color Catalog
» DROSPO INC: Tel: (819) 549-2833 . KN ioort SPECIAL
For the Maritimes, contact; ACCESSORY HOUSE LTD. . ¥ % .. Fairing.
14 Duke St. Moncton, NB E1C 451 Tel: (506) 854-7478 i ikt \“deo - . See the AFFORDABLE collec-
i = Tk g an of dynamic Kutier acces.
ELEG AN BE For Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan & Alberta, Contact: B Ay 't-f.. bl r:ff.r:ﬂg-,.[ Fiackers saih
Younker Sports Inc. 178 Hamilton Rd. Dorchester. Ont, NOL 1G0 I ¢ die bags. hauler Exciting cok

Tel: (519) 268-7357 B S BiTecdy o dcancdeciks, .. end
For British Columbia, Contact: Tonka Motorcycle Sales Ltd. 2700 - Py
Broadway Vancouver, BC VBE 4NE Tel: (604) 732-3871

: Howe Englneered Sales Co. ,
. Box 642 Cedar Falls. lowa 50613 [319] 236-9606

Tﬂ:}ﬂ[@ I ﬂ WE SELL THE BEST
AND IGNORE THE REST

i

RS e

| e ® Cravenbags ® Skookum Pak
5 e ";‘iﬁj:‘*hﬁﬁ;‘** ® Belstaff ciothing tank bags
find out why ® Stadium goggles ® Mufflers for BMW
‘ the STe is the and faceshields copies and stainless
i finest fairing ® Harro tank bags ® Goggles
| . available for ® Perfectos clothing Stadium
. o> = your molor- @ (erbing electric Uvex
O i o= Cycle. vests and suits Climax

TII';E Hanrtugmn Spc;rt ?purensc;iea:g?_'gd and built for the rider ® Llo-Gloves glass only

WwWno wanis the protection, comtort and storage space offered | I

by large touring fairings, butinsistsnnthes?eehnappearance ® EEIEEII:?;\EQEMHEF L Em%ﬁgglf-r;imrs

and precise handling characteristics of a café-style fairing. silk and cotton

ANNIGAN FAIRINGS

The Hamnigan Fairing Company Lid,
VEOS Wiaeceey daargl SR ESrass®  Oabln LISE 478
Tetwptcme BT, PG

We are the motorcycle  Phiip Funnell Motorcycles Ltd.
clothing specialists! 56 Victonia D,
' Vancouver, B.C. V5L 4C2

(6041 254-6755
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Cycle Canada
Sportswear!

Here’s your chance
to put us on.

She’s wearing a lightweight spring
galaxy jacket featuring silver coated
nylon shell, velcro collar closure and
bottom drawstring for wind-tight rid-
ing comfort. Heavy-duty zipper and
reinforced stitching. Men’s sizes S, ML,
L. XL. Women'ssizes S, M, L. $§21.49

He's wearing a winter silver galaxy

jacket with warm man-made borg

lining, chest and slash pockets and

distinctive Cvcle Canada crest on

pocket closure and sleeve. Mens' sizes

S. M., L. XL. Women's sizes S, M. L,
41.95

Cycle Canada Sportswear Order Form

Mail to Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis St..
Toronto, Dnt .. M5B 2Cs.
Please be sure to indicate name. size, color

and price of item.

 Quantity Name of item Size | Color | Pricecach Total -

s e 2 B

Cycle Canada T-shirts. Qudlm
Canadian-made shirts. 50% cot-
ton, 50% polyester for long life.
Available in guld white, navy, or b

R e T e Rate

Handling charge $1.50

biack. Sizes S, M. L. XL. 85.00 For special delivery add $1.00

ach.

; Ont. PST 7%

Cycle Canada sports cap. Adjusta- SEI][I to: Total brolosen

bie band. One size fits all. Red. . : A
blue, or black and silver. $4.95 Name

each. Address

Cycle Canada crests. Great for City Province Postal code

bla?:rs hats, jeans — almost any- Phone number
thing. $1.00 each.

Allow 15 days for shipment.




Steering
damper hassle
paid off

Hydraulic dampers give you
a margin of safety over
fast, rough roads.
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I arrived back in England to compele in |

the international Mallory Park Race of the

Year with an air of confidence I had not |
known before. The meeting offered the |

biggest prize money of all British short
circult racing, and at that time ranked
among the highest in the world.

A thousand pounds was lo be given the
winner of the special invitational race,
and | was anxious lo get my hands on
some of it. Perhaps a little too anxious, as |
threw my 350 cc 7R A]JS down the road in
practice at the 150 km/h Gerrard's Bend
and really did a number to my new Peel
fairing.

[ entered the 180-degree corner as
always and had just started a gentle two-
wheel drift when all hell broke loose. The
rear wheel slid viciously out from under
me and I felt the right foot peg dig into the

e ——

emery-like tarmac. The front wheel hung

on and [ managed to get the bike upright

again, but the front was so far out of shape
the handlebars shook with the violence of
a cat snaring its victim,

By this time the edge of the tarmac was
very close, and I shot over the high side of
the 7R and landed heavily in a grating
heap of tangled fibreglass and plexiglass.
Had the reaction to the initial slide been
less violent the accident would not have
happened.

I needed a steering damper. I sawoneon
a little Japanese motorcycle new to the
market, but it was so small and neat it

seemed unlikely to work as intended. [ |

approached the Girling representative
and asked if he had anything like it.

“No, I don't. But look, if you're having
problems with your bike there’s got to be
something wrong with it.”

“The bloody thing's brand new,” I rep-

lied. “T just want something to slow down |

the violent reaction when [ get allcrossed-
up.” I wasn't getting anywhere, so let the
matter drop. The idea stayed firmly
imbedded in my mind.

A friction damper, the kind popular on
British bikes from the late Fifties and

early Sixties, works in the opposite way |

to that in which a good damper should.
When the damper is screwed down tight,
[riction is high. Move the handlebars
slowly and the resistance is great; move
them quickly and the resistance is lower.

A hydraulic damper works the correct
way. Move the bars slowly and you'll
encounler little resistance, but as the bars
move faster, as they would in a speed
wobble, the hydraulic damping gets
firmer and firmer. If I'd had a hydraulic
damper on my AJS at Mallory the speed
wobble would have beenlessintenseand
think I'd not have fallen.

A few months later [wascompetingina
race meeting in southern Germany. It was
a nasty paved hillclimb with more than |
179 corners in a 13 km stretch of Black
Forest road. As the crow flies fromstart to
finish it was not even five km.

At this hillclimb was a German rider
with a hydraulic steering damper fitted to
his bike. I learned the unit was from a
Mercedes-Benz automobile steering
damper mechanism. I immediately
bought a pair and fabricated brackets to
fasten them tomy Matchless 500 G50 and
AJS 7R.

I designed the bracket clamped to the
fork leg so it could be swivelled toward or
away from the steering axis, thereby
changing the leverage on the damper and
the effective damping force. For short cir-
cuits like Mallory or Brands Hatch where
little damping is required, I swivelled the
bracket in to minimize damping force. On
bumpy fast courses like theIsle of Man TT
[d swing the unit far out to gain more
damping power and increase the resist-
ance of the fork and handlebars to
wobbles.

The system worked beautifully, so well
that when Tom Kirby, a well-known spon-
sor of Matchless and A]S machines, saw
it he demanded that Girling immediately
produce such a unit. I guess I hadn'l
screamed loudly enough when [ first
approached Girling, because in a matter
of weeks it seemed that everybody had
hydraulic dampers fitted. It became the
rage.

[n places like the Isle of Man the damper
was a godsend. During one Senior TT I
had the damper fitted to my Matchless.
The unit had proved 100 per cent reliable
until then. Maybe I was riding harder that
year—at the end of lap five [ was averag-
ing near 160 km/h— but on the last lap
there was a noticeable drop in handling
ability and lap time. It was especially
obvious in sections where great force had
to be exerted on the handlebars to get the
bike from one side of the road to the other
through an S-bend, and worst where the
bend was fast and bumpy.

After the race I found that one of my
brackets had broken and the damper was
no longer attached to the bike. It was
fortunate that the unit didn't fall off and
jam a wheel or injure someone else.

The Girling representative never let me
forget the hassle I had indirectly caused
him. Every time we met after Tom Kirby's
wrath had abated, he'd raise a fist in jest
and say through gritted teeth: “I'll get you
for this, Duff, someday I'll get you.”

[t goes to show that you can't always
ignore the little guy. O




BRITISH PARTS

If it’s available -
Catalogue update and spring supplement due late March.
Many new and additional items to be available.

Just send in $3.00 for our 200 page catalogue.
Haynes manuals, Leakproof seals, Armor-All products,
Hayden oil coolers, Champion and NGK plugs,
Barnett clutches and equipment, Helicoil products etc.
(If you have a copy write In to be on our
mailing list for the '81 update).

Service work - we will overhaul most British bikes.

JAN KENNEDY 1981 YAMAHAS

General inquiries, Yamaha parts etc. We handle quality Yamaha products.
Tel. (519) 681-5230 If you have a Norton, Triumph or BSA you
990 Pond Mills Road, London, Ont., N6N 1A2 wish to trade - contact us!

Catalogue/British parts hot line ONLY (519) 681 -1104.
Trade inquiries on your dealership letterhead only.

S & SHEADERS

Designed to
meet your needs

S & S Headers offers a wide variety
of mmmrcyctc‘ exhaust systems.
Designed tor specific applications
and built using the latest technology
and manufacturing equipment available,
they deliver more of what you bought
your bike for: power, plus the added benefir
of improved mileage.

In addition, there’s the quality
YAMAHA

. control you've come to expect from S & S.
Plus an up to 15-pound weight saving over
stock systems, clearance for saddlebags and
WASAKI gleaming show chrome plating.
And ar S & S, every effort is being
made to meet current and proposed

SUZUKI * BMW
sound legislation without sacrificing

."l:l___..j : !
« HARLEY performance. That’s the quiet revoiution,

¢« NORTON available only from S & S headers.
COMPLETE LINE OF MOTORCYCLE EXHAUST SYSTEMS

AVAILABLE FROM BETTER MOTORCYCLE STORES

Canadian distributor: “nc““

for Street & Strip

7442 Fraser Park Dir., Burnaby, B.C. (60414 34-7575
3225 Lenworth Dr., Mississauga, Ont. (416) 625-3890
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Therise, fall, and rise of motocross

The stormy mid-70s razed the

earlier boom but finally
recovery is in sight

By Carl Bastedo

The future of Canadian motocross
looked promising in 1971. Manley Kawa-
saki had hired Heikki Ylonen, Bob Fisher
and Paul Duncan to race and CZ had Vlas-
timil Valek. Ron Keys, Bill McLean and
Larry MacKenzie had full support from
Deeley Yamaha. The riders were all full-
time emplovees of their companies. The
Manleys were promoting their own race
just outside Toronto with a $4,000 purse
and I imported thelikes of Montesa's Peter
Lamppu. Husgvarna's Gunnar Linds trom
and Maico's Tore Jonsson.

Copetown was going strong with a few
races each year culminaling in the highly
successful Trans-USA series which fea-
tured all the top European and American
riders. Schoolboy motocross was coming
of age. In 1971 a new national tabloid.
Cycle Canada was started.

Further growth occurred from 1972 to
1975 with the likes of Jan-Eric Sallgvist,
Nicky Kinoshita, Masaru Ikeda, Kari Nis-
sinen, Jeff Wecker, Eddie Cole and Jim
Turner all being imported to ride Cana-
dian events and teaching Canadians how
to go fast, and it worked. Canadian riders
like Keys, McLean, Ylonen, Fisher, Dun-
can, MacKenzie, Bob Levy, Jorma
Rautiainen and Jay Kimber made the
imporls work harder at winning.

In 1974 disaster struck the motorcyele
industry which resulted in things falling
apart for the molocross professionals by
1976. Few factory imporls, no on-staff
riders, no more big Copetown races andno
more big-bucks sponsorship. By the end
of 1980 we had even lost our good provin-
cial championship series in Ontario and
Quebec.

But don't despair, things are starting to
lurn around. We have a national super-
cross series and a new provincial cham-
pionship series starting in Ontarioin 1981
which is due to expand across Canada in
two years.

Our national championship motocross
series seems strong and more impor-
tantly, the manufacturers are slowly re-
entering the scene wilh some strong

Carl Bostedo was markeling manager
and race team manager intheearly daysof
Manley-Kawasaki distribution. He now
devotes his time to promoting shows and
events, including the Toronto supercross.
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Bill McLean, successful racer, now tutors Ya

PHOTOGRAPHY BY THOM TYRE

o e

maha's motocross teamsters.

support of the top riders. The machines
are more available and vastly improved
and the grass roots of motocross, school-
boy racing, is healthy.

Bicvcle motocross has taken off in the
USA and is starting to have an impact in
Canada. That will create even more grass
roots interest and more growth potential.
We are on the threshold of a new era in
agrowth for Canadian motocross.

It won't come without work. We have to
all chip in and help our sport grow. We
have to start building in our community,
sell our friends on it, sell the motorcycle
dealer on it and encourage participation

We have a lot going for us. Motocross is
a sport that can involve the whole family,
and it encourages physical fitness. It is
educational and requires maturity and
dealer on it and encourage participation.

We have a lot going for us. Motocross is
a sport that can involve the whole family,
buy bikes for the trail and street and wil)
usually ask foradvice on what and where
to buy.

We generally buy a new bike every year
and also continue to buy after we stop
racing. That's important for the dealers
and the industry in general to know.

Cycle Canada magazine enters its next

10 years full of optimism and enthusiasm
and motocross fans should feel the same
way. O

Cycle Canada’s
Top 10

1. Ross Pederson
Calgary
2. Zoli Berenyi Jr.
Edmonton
3. Tim Krogh
North Vancouver, B.C.
4. Al Logue
Hamilton
5. Stan Currington
Edmonton
6. Mike Harnden
Oshawa, Ont.
7. Jari Heinonen
Coquitlam, B.C.
8. Charles Desourdy
Cowansville, Que.
9. Pierre Couture
Drummondville, Que.
10. Wally Levy
Aldergrove, B.C.

This ranking of the best molocross riders resident
in Canada is updated perindically by the editors of
Cvele Canacda,




MOTOMARKET

Gross-Ganada Dealer Directory

CANADA

CYCLE CANADA — It doesnt take a lotof moneyloreacha
lot of people. A good small ad in a good publication can be
more effective than abig. fangy ad inabad publication. Cycle
Canada Dealer Directory listings are greal ads, in a great
publication. For more details on placing your dealership in
this directory, see the form on page 81.

SACHS MOTORS CORPORATION LTD.—If you can't find
parts for your Sachs engine, DKW or Hercules bike, contacl
us for dealer reference or fast direct supply. 9615 Cole de
Liesse Road. Dorval, Que. Phone: (514) 636-9180,

BRITISH COLUMBIA

WESTERN TWO-CYCLE LTD. — Specializing in 500 & 750
Kawasaki triples. We offer the largest supply of bothnewand
used parts available — anywhere. Full service andmachining
facilities including the finest porting this side of California. If
you are into these models call or write us, send a picture of
your bike. Phone (604) 522-9320. 6448 Stride Ave., Burnaby.
B.C. V3N 157,

Clearbrook

ABBOTSFORD KAWASAKI—A complete line of street and
dirt bike accessories. Servicing to all Japanese motorcycles.
Kerker exhausts, machine shop facilities, cylinder reboring.
crankshaft rebullding. #3-31550 South Fraserway, Clear-
brook, B.C., V2T 4C8, (604) 858-1371.

Port Moody

CARIBOO MOTORCYCLES LTD. — Franchise dealers for
Harley-Davidson, Suzuki, Triumph & Ossa molorcycles.
Large stocks of parts & accessories. COD orders prompily
filled. Competent service department. All work from minor
tune-ups to major rebuilds. 3066 St. John's 5t., Port Moody,
B.C. {604) 461-3458.

Richmond

YAMAHA POWERTOWN — Exclusive Yamaha dealer serv-
ing the Richmond and Delta areas. Complete Yamaha sales.
service, parts & accessories. 11511 Bridgeport Road, Rich-
mond, B.C. VEX 1T4. (604) 273-0861

Vancouver

BRITISH MOTORCYCLES LTD. — for nkes of character
with modern performance and road holding. Wespecializein
Triumph. Laverda, Moto-Guzzi and Ducati. Complete servic-
ing on British bikes as well as COD service for parts. Sub-
scription agent for English bike magazines. 4250 Fraser St.,
Vancouver, B.C, V5V 4G2 (604} B76-0520

PHILIP FUNNELL MOTORCYCLE LTD. — BMW sales and
service. Fly out, ride home and save. Export tax refund plan
BMW to your specs plan. Mail order parts, complete stock.
Major component rebuilding; frames, heads. bevels. Met-
zeler — Conlinental — Aven — Craven — Krauser — Velter.
66 Victoria Drive. Vancouver, B.C. V5L 4C2, (604) 254-4141

TREY DEELEY MOTORCYCLES — We are the Harloy-
Davidson experts! Top priority service given o touring riders
toget them on their way — FAST. Contact usaboul our coD
mail-order business in parts and accessories. 606 E. Broad-
way, Vancouver, B.C. (804) BT6-3326

TREV DEELEY MOTORCYCLES — Top priority service
given to touring riders, Contact us about our CODmailorder
service in parts and accessories. We are your Yamaha and
Honda dealer in Vancouver, 1172 Kingsway, Vancouver,B.C.
{604) B73-3366.

ALBERTA
Calgary

BOW CYCLE & MOTOR CO. — Calgary's linest motorcycle
store. Specialists in Honda and Suzuki sales and semvice.
Western Canada’s largest accessory store. Touring riders
make Bow Cycle your Calgary pit stop. 6524 Bowness Ro..
Calgary. Alberta. (403) 288-5421

FUNWEST SPORTS — Dealer for Husgvarna. Complete
sales, service, parts & accessories. Also paris & service for
Carabellas and Hodakas. Fast mail-order service. 7070-A
Farrell Rd. 5.E.. Calgary. Alta. T2H 0T 2 (403) 252-2877.

SUPERBIKE RACING — Specializing in hi-performance for
street, drag and road race. Distnibulors of MTC Engineering,
Goodyear, Ferodo etc. Complete motor building, full tested
porting..309-16th Ave. N.W.. Calgary. Alta.. T2M 0HB, (403)
277-2551.

Cardston

WHEELS & TRACK — We soll Honda and Yamaha motorgy -
cles. Complete line of Yamaha and Honda parts and acCesso-
ries. The quickest and most efficient service in town! 2nd Ave
E . Box 1118, Cardston, Alta, TOK OK0, (403) 653-3222

Ponaoka

R.JOHANSEN SALESLTD. — Dealer for Honda and Suzuki.
Sales, service, parts & accessories for touring and dint nders.,
Full shop facilities. Fast reliable service. Box 1184, Ponoka,
Alta.. TOC 2H0 (403) 783-5185.

SASKATCHEWAN

Saskatoon

SASKATOON SUZUKI CENTRE — Authornzed Suzuki
dealer. Full accessory line for streel and dirt riders.
Largest Suzuki dealer in Saskatchewan. Complete parts
and service facilities. 182 Wall St., Saskatoon, Saska-
chewan (306) 665-TBTA.

SASKATOON MOTORSPORT—Saskatoon's high perfor-
mance specialists. Maico. Husqvarna, CZ-Jawa, Vespa
mopeds and scooters, D.G. partls, Service to all makes. on
and off-road accessories. Fast mail-order sarvice. Lon Tow-
stego, Owner-manager, 1525 Ontario Ave., Saskatoon. Sask..
STK 2A8. Telephone (306) 652-2422.

MANITOBA

Winnipeg

CANADIAN MOTORCYCLE, PARTS & ACCESSORIES elc.
SERVICES — Canada's largest “do it yoursell pans, acces-
soriescentre” for all motorcycles. Allquality guaranteed. Up
to B5% off on overstock items. 50% off on used parts —
acecessories, etc. Importers, Distributors, Retail. Prompt Mail
Order of the world's best brands of products. 981 Main 51,
Winmpeg, Man, (204) 582-4130. We try 10 help everybody
quickly.

ONTARIO

Ajax

AJAX CYCLE — Authorized Can-Am, Honda, Kawasaki &
Yamaha dealer. Located at 401 & Harwood Avenue inter-
change in the Ajax plaza. (416) BB3-4411, 43 Station Piaza
Ajax, Ont, L15 152

Barrie

CYCLE SPORT — Authorized Yamaha. Honda and Harley-
Davidson dealer. Large parts invenlory for all models. Sales,
service, pans & accessones for all models. Same day mail
order service. 184 Yonge St., Barrie. Ont. LaN 4E1 (705)
TEB-B7T1.

BARRIE MOTOCROSS CENTRE LTD.— Can-Am, CZ and
Jawa motorcycles. Sales, service and parts. Jon Sereds chain
saws. Professional quality motocross, enduro and e racing
accessories, Forks straightened, cylinder rebonng, 41 Little
Lake Dr. B.R. #1., Barrie, Ont., (Duckworth St.. " mile north of
Hwy. 400 (705} 726-4112. Closed Wednesdays.

H & H SPORT VEHICLES AND SMALL ENGINES — Suzuki |

and Molo Guzzi sales and service. 205 Minet's Foint Rd.,
Barrig, Ont. (705) 726-3460.

Belleville

ROY'S CYCLE WORLD LTD. — Authorized Yamaha, BMW &
Hodaka dealer machine shop. Excellent supply of dirt. street
and track specialty items, Fast mail-crders 1o out-ol-town
customers. R.A. #3, Bellevilie, Ont KBN 423 (613) 962-7231.
{Hwy. 2 at Frost Rd., four miles west of Belleville.]

Blenhelm

TIGS CYCLE — Honda & Can-Am. 3W. Ontario’s #1 Can-
Am dealer. Fast mail-order service on Can-Am parts. Check
our prices on new Can-Ams. We ship anywhere in Canada.
Route #1, Blenhaim, Ont. (519) 676-4015

Brantford

BRANTFORD CYCLE & SLED — Suzuki, Yamaha, Can-Am
& Moto-gki. We cater to both the street and dint nder with
friendly, informative service backed by a good paris and
accessory inventory and #1 service. Fast mail-order or cour-
igr service for parts. 787 Colborne St. (Hwy. 2 & 53) Brant-
ford, Ont., N35 353, 1-519-753-3404.

Brooklin

BROODKLIN CYCLE CLINIC — Yamaha molorcycles and
snowmobiles. Dirt and ice-racing including sidecar supp-
lies. Frame building and alterations. Monoshock recharging
and set-up. Dynamometer facilities (lor checking H.P.)
Reboring. crank rebuilding and lathe work. Aluminum weld-
ing. Canadian distributor Specialists I, Box 421,76 Baldwin
St., Brooklin, Ont. (416) 655-3002,

Cambridge

PERFORMANCE CYCLE — Turbo kits, Barmett clutches,
ARD Magnetos, Manley valves. MTC Engineering and R.C.
Engineering products available for most larger Japanese
motorcycles. R.A 832, Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge, Ont. N3H
4R7 {519) 658-5819

HONDA HOUSE — Southwestern Onlario’s largest Honda
dealer. Specializing in Interstates, Wings, Honda line acces-
saries. (519) area code. Call toll-free 1-800-265-0511. 384
Richmand St Chatham, ONt. NTM 1P9, (519) 354-5530.

Cormyall

IRWIN SUPPLY CO. LTD. — Honda, Harley-Davidson
dealer. Eastern Ontario’s motorcycle headguarters with 43
years continuous service to motorcyclists. Getbelter SErVICE
from us because we're molorcycle enthusiasts. Boring and
machine shop service. Parts, accessories and service. 701
Rosemount Ave , Cornwall, Ont. K8J 3E5 (613) 933-4600,

Gilford, Onl.

BIG BIKE RACING PRODUCTS — Norton engine special-
ists! (We repair stripped port threads for Norton & Triumph)
‘Perliormance machine shop “Dirt track racing accessornes
*Viper exhaust pipes “Sprockels & brake kils "Tanks & seals
‘Wheels & tires "Mail orders welcome, Gilford, Ont. (705)
456-2576.

Guelph

ZDENO HONDA — Our specially is Honda motarcycle
power products. Large selection of new and used motordy-
cles in stock. Full line of motocross and streel accessories
available, We also speciahze in hi-performance equipment.
945 Woodlawn Rd. West, Guelpn, Ont. N1K 1G9 (519) 836-
Ba30

Kitchener

KITCHENER YAMAHA — We're the area’s Yamaha special-
ists. Friendly, personahzed service. Our service depariment
will tune your bike 16 its optimum running performance and
keep it that way. 2295 Kingsway Dr.. Kitchener, Ont. N2C 1A3
(519) T42-5341

Lakefield

JAKE'S CYCLE RANCH — Hodaka. Rokon, Bridgestone,
Carabela. and Suzuki parts. Fast mail order. MX Fox and DG
dealer, Full service work — reboring. porting, etc. Box 425,
Lakefield. Ont.. 2 mi. north of Peterboro on Hwy. 28N, (705)
652-3695

Landon

INGLIS CYCLE CENTER LTD. — Yamaha motorcycles.
Large inventory of parts and accessories. Fast COD service.
Self-serve accessory dept. Full service dept. — porting,
re-boring etc. Open Lill 8 p.m. Thursday & Friday. 3051 Osler
St (Dundas. & Hwy. 100) London, Ont. NSV 3K2 [{519) 455-
3840

Markham

THE CYCLE SYSTEM — Authorized Suzuki & Honda dealer
Sales. service. parts and accessories. Repairsallmakes. Low
cost location allows unbeatable prices. Fast COD service. 3
miles outside Metro, 12 Heritage Rd .. Unit 3, Markham, Ont.
L3P 1hA4 (416) 294-2201.

EMATT CYCLE & SPORTS LTD. — Yamaha motorcyles &
spowmobiles. Friendly customer service. Complele sales,
paris & accassones. Service 1o all makes. 1001 Denison St.,
Unit #11. 2 blocks M. of Stecles, west of Warden, Markham,
Ont. LAR 222 (416) 495-6183

Miagara

CLARES CYCLE & SPORTS LTD. — Niagara peninsula’s
leading cycle centre. 799, Hwy. #20, Fenwick, Ont. Autho-
rized dealership for Honda, Yamaha & Harley-Davidson
motorcycles. Complete sales. service, parts & accessories.
Always 200 new and used machinesin stock. (416) 802-2664
or 334-9911.
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WHO WON WHAT

SEHL ISLEADING OPEN
CLASS IN THE QUEBEC

PROVINCIAL SERIES

Ice race

Orangeville, Ont.

January 25

125 cc JUNIOR
1=Barry Ferguson
2—Ken Blamd
A—=Warren Thaxter
250 cc JUNIOR
i—David Andessan
2—Brian Hadley
T=Richard [Kivey
OPEN JUNIOR

| — Pt Thom pson
2—Brian Harcrof
J=Rualy Berp
OPEN SEMIOR
I—Lhrryl Juhinson
2—Nlarty Hall
I—Phil Ashmore
250 cc EXPERT
1=Jon Cornwell
2—%lark | ir-”l:ri.'ﬂ.'
F—"Truell Hh.‘.rF:III':'.H
OPEN EXPERT
1=—=Bdark Hollidan
2=Toild Sharmpless
1—Mlike Hl':.l:l,

Ice race

North American championship |
Val d’Or, Que.

January 25

SCHOOLBOY
I=-S1eve Bibean
2=Normmand Cere
125 ce JUNIOR
1=—Prerre Godbou
2= Jriry- M diar: Barbin
d—2lare Beauvais
250 ce JUNIOR
L=l Taarchif
[ dotatle] Foovermie
d—Alain Hum

250 cc SENIOR

1= Jacques Boureel
2= Jaeygues Picard
J=Danie] Paradis
OPEN SENIOR

| —[acogues Bourret
2—Alain Alarie
d=Jacyues Picard
250 cc EXPERT
I=Michel Mercier
2=Mlario Mercier
I—=5erpie Cossehn
OPEN EXPERT
1—=Moario 51, Celais
2=Roger Bibeau
d=[ean Bourret

Ice race

Quebec provincial championship
Val d’'Or, Que.

January 24

SCHOOLBOY
1—Barry Martini
Z=5teve Bibeau
3—Normand Cere
125 cc JUNIOR
I=Fierre CGodbout
2—Marc Beauvais
d—|Jean-Marc Barbin
250 cc JUNIOR
1—Donald Fournier
2=02i1l] Tardiff
3—Daniel Cyr

Paort Hope, Ont.
Stroud, Ont.
Newcastie, Ont,

Freellon, COnt
Ble 1l e, Cheat,
Shellbwrne, Ont,

Port Collborme, O,
Havamulton
Tavistock, Cni.

LS Catharines, Cnl.
H!‘I.ILl'hlll‘.lrr', t]‘n‘_
Hinbirouk, (mi,

{reorgelomwn, Uinl.
Whitby. Oni.
Don NGalls, Cini

l'|.1|'||.1I1'|._ £ il
Don Mills, Ont
Hamilien

Val O, Que,
Val o Chr, Chue,

Val d'Chr, ul.ll_'
lIl...ll. l.‘lI{ ]I:_ f_?m-_
Val d'Or, Que.

Sle, Foy, e
Vil d°Or, Quee,
e Sophue, Qoo

[.-I'...-l, LE::!'

Quehec
Chibougamau, Que.

Laval, Que.
Val d'Or, Quee
Duchis:

Thetford Mines, Que.
Thetlvrd Mines, Que.

Levis, Chue.

Levis, Que,
Ville Vanier, Que.
Laval, Que.

lle Perrat, Que.
Cuebec
Quebec

Val d'Or. Que.
Val d'Or, Que.
Quehec

Val d'Or, Que.
Ste. Foy, Que.
Rauthier, Que.
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Baw
Sux
Fus

Yam
Fliem

b ET

Himn
Yam
Bl

Hon
Ful
Yam

-4
Yam
[-A

Yam
Hioey |
Yo

[
A
A

Yam
Yam
C-A

Yam
Kaw
Kaw

Yam
Kaw
C-A

Yam
C-A

C-A

OPEN JUNIOR

I =Marcel Fournier
2—DDamniel Cyr
d1—Hal Sshl

250 ec SENIOR

| = [acpues Picard
2—[acques Bowrcet
JI—Eenaud Boivin
OPEN SENIOR

| = Jacyues Picard
2=Svlvain Beauvais
d—=Richard Cole
250 ce EXPERT
t=Michel Mercier
de=Srrpe Cosselin
3=]ean Bourre
(OPEN EXPERT
1—Jamie Sehl
2=Chiris Evans
S—Muarlin Lavaie

Trial
Ioco, B.C.
January 18

BEGINNER
f=Adan Seddon
2=Dean Wandlep
JUNMIOR

I—[iane Williams
D il e Claaris
d—Laarv Badiond
SENIOR

I=[ale Hinkelman
A= Jam Hong
3—Rob Sims
EXPERT

| —5Stan Bakgaard
2=Ppter Wille
d—=KRon Wilson
PREEMIER

[l 'J'l::n:iu.h;:._'i huk

Ice race
Calgary
January 18

Val d'Or. Que.
Rauthier, Que.
Stoney Creek, Ont

Quebee
Laval, Que.

Levis, Que,

Cuebec
Vil 'O, Que.
Levis, Que.

Thetford Mines, Que.

Levis, Que,
Laval. Que.

Slaney Creek, Ont.
51, Catharines, Ont.
uﬂl'lll'l: Cily

Caoguitlam. H.C.
Clevwerdale, B

Clearbrook, B.C.

Nancowyer
Surrey, B.C

Hurmaby, B
=urrey, B
Burnaby, B

Cetiganry
Viclorga
Mictoria

surrey, B.C

SMALL-WHEEL SCHOOLBOY

I—ALartin Bowles
2 -—'I'wlr]). Thoimas

A=Dwayne Couronne

Calgary
Calgany
Cealmairy

LARGE-WHEEL SCHOOLBOY

1= Jarmie: Palmer
d=—Kevin Hess

125 cc [UNIOR

1 =5coll Charlion
2=Clenn Willing
3=Dvlan Cartwright
250 cc JUNIOR
1=%cott Charlton
2=Wendell Maki

3—Peter Thompson
OFPEN JUNIOR
1=Kevin Lep
2=—Daouglas Moar
d—=5%cotl Charltan
125 cc SENIOR
1—5Steve Wilforl
2=—Darren Haverlock
3—Doug MacRae
250 cc SENIOR
1=51eve Wilfort
Z2—Randy McBee
d—Darren Sharuga
OPEN SENIOR
1—Paul Goldbeck
2—Ward Muoir

Calgary
Calgary

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

Calgary

Kock v Mountain
House, Alta.
Edmonion

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

Stettler, Alta,
Calgary
Calgary

Stettler, Alla.
Calgary
Calgary

Edmonton
Edmonton

Yiam
Yam

Yam
Yam
Yam

Mant
Yam
Yam

MNiomnl
Rul
Hul

Yam

Y am
S
Hon

Sue
S

Yam
Yam
C-A

Yam

C-A
L-A

Suz
Hus
Yam

Yam
Yam
Yam

Yam
Sux
Yam

Hus
Yam

3—HBrian Hooker
125 cc EXPERT
i—Gordon Lalonde
2= ames Kinzel
3—Brian Couronne
250 ec EXPERT
I=Roval Anderson
2=—Dale Eggan
d=Ciord Baldwin
OPEN EXPERT
l=Ruoyal Anderson
2=Doug Hueston
I=Dhirrell MacBae
SIDECAR
I—Renny Ceccaln
Alan Andrews
z—Hrian Wright
lan Scalt
d=Cieoree Lang
lazam Mitchell

Indoor ice race
Wheatley, Ont.

January 18

125 ec JUNIOR

I =Huger Knilfen
2—=Mhlartin Maobach
I=Claude Brevard
250 ce JUNIOR
1—=lan Hayvward
Z—Paul Metcalfe
J—Hoger Knilfen
250 cc SENIOR
l—LDave Kukura
d=kurt Bieger
d=Joe Charlier
250 o EXPERT
I=Harvey Ginler
Z="Tim Farringlon
J=Le&n Filch

Ice race

Edmonton

Edmonton
Red Deer, Alta.
Calgary

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

Calgary
Calgary
Calgary

Eckville, Ala.
Eckville, Alta.
Red Deer, Alla.
Red Deer, Alta.
Bl Dheeer, Adta.
Fied Deer, Alta,

Wheatley, Ont.
Dundas, Ont.
Stomey Point, Ont.

Annisburgh, Ont.
Sarnta, Ont,
Wheat ley, Ukl

Sarnia, Cnt.
Hamallon
Wintdsor, (b,

Waord glee. Oint.
'i"lfht:.il!l*l.'_ {Ind.

Haileybury, Ont.

January 18

125 ce JUNIOR
I—Disseena Renalo
2 Mieree oo bt
3= Jack McEachern
250 cc JUNIOR
1 ==[hinald Fournier
2-tie=Gill Tardiff
Brian Hadley
OPEN JUNIDER
| —Marcel Fourner
d—Hriwn Barcrafl
d—Daniel Cyr

125 cc SENIOR/EXFERT

1=Jim Mudry
Z=Paul Chapman
3—Toni Sharpless
250 ce SENIOR
I—Bob Sobering
2=—Alain Alarie
d—Dave Kirby
OPEN SENIOR
1—Jacques Bourret
2=—Alain Alarie
3—Richard Cote
250 cc EXPERT
1—Michel Mercier
2—Cam Whilfing
3—Chris Evans
OPEN EXPERT
1—Michel Mercier
Z=Danald Beauvais
d=—Rounald Beauvais

Montreal
Val d"Or. Que.
Whit by, Ont.

Vil d°Or, Que.
Ste. Fov, Que.
Belleville, Ont.

Val d'Or. Que.
Hamilton
Rauthier. Que.

Kamloops, B.C.
Franford, Omt.
Don Mills, Ont,

Brantford, Ont,
Val d'Or. Que.
Brantford, Ont.

Laval. Que.
Val d'0Or, Que.
Levis, Que,

Thetford Mines. Que.

Hamilton
St. Catharines, Ont.

Thetford Mines, Que.

Val d'Or. Que.
Val d'Or, Que.

Yam

Yam
Suz
Hon

Hon
Han
Suz

Hon
Hus
S

Yam
Yam

Mo

C-A
Flain
Boaw

Yain
Yam
Foriw

Hon
Fon
{-A

-4
Yam

C-A
Yam
Yam

Y aim
C-A
Hon

Yam
Yam
Han

Yam
Han
Sur

Yam
Yam
C-A

C-A
Yam
Han

C-A
Yam
C-A

C-A
Hon
Hen
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Gross-Ganada Dealer Directory

Qakville

ENGINE SALES & SERVICE — Authorized Yamaha, Honda,
Can-Am & Triumph dealer. Fullline of partsand accessones
for all models. Personalized customer service, Fast parts
mail order service, Hi=perdarmance rebuilds and maching
shop work. Established 1965, 1020 Speers Rd., Oakwille, Ont
LEL 2X5 (416) B44-9348.

O=hawa

CYCLE & SPORTS UNLIMITED — Authorized dealership
for Honda, Suzuki, Harey-Davidson, Husgvarna & Triumph

i

SRS LA

Specializing in Service. COD Mail order on pans & accesso-

ries. Leaders in sales & quality sarvice. 716 Wilson Rd. 5.,
Oshawa. Ont. L1H 6E8 (416) 579-1818 or 579-1871

Ottawa

HURST YAMAHA — Complate ine of Yamaha motorgycles,
parts, accessories and senace at three locations. Belis
Corners — Call (613) 820-9500. Orleans — Call [613) 824-
3200, Ottawa — Call {613) 741-2221 Largest Yamaha dealer
in Eastern Ontario.,

K.C. CYCLE LTD. — Parts for Triumph, Ducati. Laverda.
Moto Guzzi, Norton, Kawasak: and others. Wil ship COD.
Phone [613) 257-1951. Or write 410 Moffatt St., Carleton
Place, Ont. K7C 3L9

Port Perry
RPM SERVICES (T.G. POPE) — Porting - polishing - flow-

testing - beadblasting - wheels rebwil, Specialists »n Tr-

umph, Norton, vinlage motorcycie restoration. Workshop
80944 Kingston Rd.. West Hill. Ont {416) 282-6450. Head
office: Group 4, Box 97, R R. 43, Port Perry. Ont. LOB 1ND.
{416) 985-2698

Scarborough

GOLDEMN MILE CYCLES — Franchise dealer 'or all Yamaha
motarcycles & snowmobiles. Complete sales, senvice, pans
& accessores. Fully hcensed mechame. “Were on [he
Golden Mile Strip” (between Warden & Pharmacy). 1910
Eglinton Ave. E.. Scarborough, Ont M1L2L8 (416) 752-2112

Stratford

MOTORCYCLE SPECIALTY — High speedelectronicwheal
balancing service. For those who demand a real baiance, no
guess work, Beadblasting, engine maching shop, special-
ized tuning. parts & accessones. Motorcycle Specialty. 21
Moderwell 51, Stratford. Oni, NSA 1PG (519) 271-9065,

Sudbury

BARRY BENSON MOTORS LTD. — Authorized Sudbury
dealer for Honda. Can-Am and Bultaco, Complete sales.
service, parts and accessories for these. We sell satisfaction
Barry Benson Motors Ltd.. 1113 Lasalle Bivd.. Sudbury, Ont.
P3A 1Y3 (T05) 566-1152

Tecumseh

SPORTS AFIELD — Yamaha and Harley Dealer. pertor-
mance Specialist 2-strokes and 4-strokes. Porting and Pol-
ishing, Boring. Bead Blasting., Crankshalt rebuilding. 3
angle valve jobs. Specialized enging luning and much more
310 Patillo Rd. Tecumseh, Onl. {519) 727-3967.

Toronto

ACTION KAWASAKI—Fast mail order service from the most
complete stock of Kawasaki and CZ parts, also fast moving
parts for any make. Complete line of accessories for speed
and touring. Orders on Visa or Mastercard accepted by
phone or mail. 17856 Weston Rd., Weston, Ont, MS3N 1VE,
{416) 248-6181,

ONTARIO HONDA LTD. — High perfarmance goodies
service and machine shop specialists. Mail order parts and
accessories. We ride, we understand. Ontario Honda Lid.,
1255 Queen 5t E., Toronto, Ont. (416) 461-0441,

SONICMOTORCYCLES LTD. — Weselland service the best
of two worlds, Suzuki and Can-Am, at great prices. Always a
large inventory of new and used machines, parts, accesso-
ries and clothing which we will ship anywhere, Owned and
operated by Bill Sharpless at 2584 Eglinton Ave. E. (Between
Kennedy and McCowan Rd.) Scarborough, Ont. M1K 2R5
(416) 266-4524.

TORONTO HARLEY-DAVIDSON — Exclusive Harley-
Davidson dealership. Sales, large parts inventory, acCesso-
ries and complete service. We have a good selection of
obsolete and hard-to-find parts. Full ine of leather clothing
Mail order, COD. 3170 Lakeshore Blvd. W., at Kipling, Etobi-
coke, Toronto, Ont. MBV 1L6. {416) 259-7681.

TORONTO MOTOR BIKE — Toronio’s only downtown
dealer. Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Parts, Service, Sales &
Accessories. Fast mail-order, Trade your bike, van, car ar

snowmobile. 100 per cent financing. 1971 Yonge 51,
Taromo, Ontario. M45 176 (416) 482-3461. Daily 8-9, Sat.
36

Thunder Bay

B & B CYCLE — Dealer for Ducati, Moto Guzzi. Complete

sales & service & parts inventory. Touring nders, slop by and |

vist us for immediate service. Rosslyn Road, Thunder Bay,
Ont (BO7) 577-5321.

West Hill

PITSHOPCYCLE & SPORTS LTD. — Authorized dealarship
for Suzuki Honda, Complete sales, parts & accessories. Fast
el'cient service. Fast mail order on parts. 4204 Kingston Rd
West Hill, Ont., M1E 2MB, [416) 282-2751

QUEBEC

Montreal

HARLEY-DAVIDSONMONTREAL INC. — Quebec’slargest
Harley cenire ® M/C * Parls * Accessories ® Service War-

ranty ® Performance parts & work for Harley-Davidson
Large self service accessory dept. for all brands of M/C =
Fast mail & telephone orders lor parts and accessories (514)
935-7767. 2107 Ste-Cathering W.. Montreal, Que.. H3H 1ME
one block east of the Forum)

MOMNTREAL CYCLE REBUILDERS — Triumph, CCM.
Cucal, CZ dealer, all models in stock. Large parsinveniony
Lar Morton, BSA. Disinbutor stock for Tnumph, Lucas, Amal,
ey 1850, Machine shop on premises. Engine rebulding
ur specialty. Mail orders welcome. 1025 Lenoir 5t., Mont-
‘aal. Que. HAC 2TT (514) 932-9718

MOTO VAN MOTOSPORTS INC.— Mew distribution com-
sany located in north Montreal. We carry a complete line of |
quality products available for all brands of motorcycles. |

Same day shipment. Dealers, for more information, ask for
wur first catalogue. 5348 des Castilles, Montreal, Que., H1G
SE3, (514) 325-1090

5t. Hubert

GARY'S CYCLES & SPORTS INC. — Suzuki, BMW, Her-
cules, Sales & service. We carry: Michelin, Continental, Met-
zeler. AGVY & Simpson helmets, Vetter fairings, Krauser,
Br:s1ol leathers. Mail orders promplly shipped the same day
anywhere across Canada BMW service by appointment.
3107 Grande Allée, St-Hubert, Que. J4T 251 (514)671-3151.

NEW BRUNSWICK

Maoncton

TOYS FOR BIG BOYS — Atlantic Canada’s largest Honda
dealer. Large stock of Honda motorcycles, parts. lires,
chains, and accessories. Large, modern service shop. Fast
mail order parts service, 633 Salisbury Rd.. Moncton, N.B.
{506) 382-0930

ELDRIDGE'S SALES & SERVICE LTD. — Authorized Suzuki
dealership. Sales, service, large stock of parls, large acces-
sory dept. Windjammer. Krauser saddlebags. Bell and Shoei
heimets. Cylinder reboring, factory trained mechanics. R.A.
#401-13, Rothesay, N.B. Ph. (506) 847-4831.

NOVA SCOTIA
Masstown

HUNSLEY'S YAMAHA SALES — Authorized dealership for
Yamaha motorcycles & snowmobiles, complete sales, parts &
accessones. Service a specialty. Eleven miles west of Truro
on Hwy. #2, ' mile off Trans Canada at Masstown, N.5. BOM
1G0 (902) 662-2664.

Woltville

WOLFVILLE EMGIME SPECIALTY — Free catalogue of the
LARGEST BSA / Triumph / Norton / Lucas steck in the
Maritimes, We ship C.0.0. fast! AUTHORIZED TRIUMPH
DEALER. Order your new Bonneville today! Main St. (Box
119), Wollville, N.S. BOP 1X0 (902) 542-7478.

NEWFOUNDLAND
5t John's

FUN 'N FAST LTD. — Cne of Atlantic Canada’s largest
Honda dealers. 2 locations 1o serve you. Lougee Bay Rd., St.
John's, 10 Commonwealth Ave., ML Pearl. We caler to the
touring rider. Same day COD Service, Box 9455, Station “B",
St John's, Nfld, A1A2Y4 (708) 753-1500.

U.5.A.

Buftalo

SUBURBAN CYCLES LTD. — Large inventory of parts,
accessones, clothing. Buffalo'slargest Yamaha and Bultaco
dealer. Home of the 1976 Corduroy team winnars — 20
minutes from either Peace Bridge or Niagara Falls Bridge.
4400 Bailey Ave., Buffalo, N.Y, 14226 (7T16) 836-5765.

DEALER DIREGTORY

TESTIMONIAL

Dealers will
tell you why |
they advertise
in the |
Cycle Canada |
Dealer Directory

Because it works |

Just $195 buys you a listing in Cycle Canada's
Dealer Directory. That's a total of 12 listings:
every month your shop, your services and your
specialties are exposed to potential customers
across Canada,

%195 buys you 30 words (give or take a few),
That's effective advertising.

Complete the form below and send it with
your typed Dealer Directory copy to Cycle
Canada, 290 Jarvis St., Toronto, Ontario, M5B
2C5; or give us acall at (416) 977-6318, and
order your Dealer Directory by phone.

And remember, $195 can go a long way. Just
ask the dealers who use Cyele Canada's Dealer
Directory. They'll tell you.

Shop Mame

Address

City

Province

Postal Code

Telephone .
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CANADA WEST

TRIALS RIDER SPARKS
TO COMPETE AGAINST
BEST IN WORLD

Sparks tofly in
world trials?

I0CO, B.C.—Bill Sparks will represent
Canada in the 1981 world trials champ-
ionships in Europe.

Sparks, 24, is the best trials rider in
western Canada. His record of consistent
top finishes includes a close second place
to U.S. champion Marland Whaley in the
American championships in California
last year. Sparks is presently ranked as
second in North America. Part of his suc-
cess can be attributed to his family's hav-
ing a 22-acre ranch just outside Port
Moody, B.C.

He wrote Martin Hardiman, the U.K.
Italjet importer, asking for help with
arranging sponsorship. Hardiman con-
tacted the Italian factory which imme-
diately agreed to provide a machine.
Sparks was to try the bike in the first
round in Spain, Feb. 22, shortly after this
issue went to press.

Sparks has free use of a three-room
cottage provided by Richard Mayes of
Cumbria, England. Mayes read of his
needs in the British publication T'rials and

Motocross News where Sparks had |

placed an ad asking for accommodation.

With $10,000 to last him through the
season Sparks is on the verge of realizing
a long-time dream. "I may discover that
I've been over-estimating my talent, that
I'm stepping oul of my class. That would
be depressing, sure, but it would be worse
to sit back ... in Vancouver for the rest of
my life wondering whether [ could make
it against the best in the world.”

Road racing schools are a painless
way to get a taste of the action

CALGARY—Alberta will have two
road racing schools in 1981. One will bein
Calgary, May 2-3 at Calgary South Air-
port ([Rocky Raceway) and the other will
be at Edmonton International Speedway
in Edmonton, May 9-10. This is the first
year that there will be a school in Calgary
and the third for Edmonton.

Both schools will be two-day affairs
with the first day's eight hours being
spent in a classroom familiarizing stu-
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dents with motorcycle preparation, track
lines and rules and rider requirements.
The second day will be spent on the track
where students will be under the watch-
ful eye of experienced expert road racers,
including Canadian champions.
Although an exact figure has not yet
been determined the cost is expected to be
about $50. Students will be required to
have a wvalid driver's licence, helmet,
gloves, leather boots, leather jacket and

\e | \
.
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Bill Sparks has the desire and now the
chance to go against the best trials riders
in the world when he competesin the 1981
FIM trials championship which startedin
Spain, February 22,

leather pants or double jeans. Thestudent
will have to provide his own motorcycle,
which like the apparel, will be inspected
to ensure it is in sound condition. Helmets
do not have to be Snell '75 approved.
Students are advised that the emphasis
will be on school ratherthan racing which
is why, in a pinch, double jeans will be
allowed for the school only. Further infor-
mation is available from Laurie Bateman
at (403) 285-8731. O



TRIALS
SPECIALTIES

Miller frames, BULTACO
cables, gaskets, ﬁgﬁ-
seals, clothing Mﬁl ESA
etc, for:

Kermry's Competition Specialties
162 Ridge St., Hamilton, Ont.

L9A 2X5 (416) 383-3081

Parts Parts Parts

If your dealer doesn’t have the part

you need, write or call and we'll send
it fast C.O.D.

Cheetah Cf}mle Sales Ltd.

Previowsly known as Norton Triumph Canada Led.
(FOR PARTS ONLY)
9104-118 Ave. Edmonton, Alta.

(403) 474-4247

l BRITISH

CUSTOM

l
, PLATING
FOR MOTORCYCLES

® Show chrome *®Custom polishing
e 24 karat gold  * Aluminum chroming

COD orders welcome
All work guaranteed

PLATING MASTER (1978) LIMITED

1 Hamilton Rd.,
London, Ont. N6B 1M6
Phone (519) 433-3423

Action Classifieds
DRAG BIKE FOR SALE: 1975 H2 Kawasaki 750 G/modified.
10.19 ET on a 10.28 ET record. Runs 131 mph, capable of
high nine-second ETs. Brand new fast Bygast engine,
Wisco, Lectron, Air Shifter, Goodyear Wrinkle Wall, new
paint and more. $2,975. Phone Steve (519) 684-7375.

FOR SALE: Honda MT 125 road racer. KB1s, spare bamed and
head, gearing, tires and fairing. $1,900. Also Honda MT125
parts, water-cooled head with rad, Lactron 38 mm carb, fin-
ned head. Phone (416) 261-8059.

A GOOD AD in a good publication gets read regardless of its
size or location. See the form attached for details on how you
can get a great ad in a great publication.

AVAILABLE: Molorcycle Touring in Canada, a tour of 30,000
miles, detailed maps, routes, weather, informative appendi-
ces. Send $4.95 plus 50 cents postage to: Kermry Hill, 313-516
Dallas Rd., Victoria, B.C., VBV 1B2.

GOTCHAI This could have been your classified ad. Now you
know how effective Cycle Canada Action Classifieds really
are. You're reading this, so just think how many other people
are reading this it, too. See the form attached for details.
FOR SALE: Yamaha TZ250E, 1978 model. Monoshock, wider
rims, Goodyear tires, modified pipes, rubber-mounted
engine, assorted spares. Race-ready. Contact Ron Lefebvre
£3,500. (416) T45-1563

JUST PURCHASED: Large stock of TRIUMPH parts, includ-
ing many for Tiger Cubs, some for pre-unit twins. NOW IN
STOCK, oversize exhaust spigots for stripped Triumph 650
heads and splined gear change quadrants for BSA twins.
Waolfville Engine Specialty, Main St., (P.O. Box 119) Woltville,
NS, BOP 1¥0, (902) 542-7478. Serving the Marntimes with
new and used BRITISH MOTORCYCLE PARTS. Free cata-
logue & technical assistance.

CAMN-A-BUL: MX-3 engine. Banke pipe, 38 mm Mikuni, spare
wheals and numerous dirt track and ice tires. Must sall,
£1.500. Also 1979 SRS00 Yamaha $1,500. Also 360 Bulaco
engine with spare bottomn end $300. (416)295-4761.

FOR SALE: TZ250F, G barrel and pistons, spares kit, Morris
mags, low mileage. Write for price and resumé. Greg McRae,
473 Hutcheroft St, Quesnel, B.C., U2J 1J3, (604) 992-5845.
FOR SALE: MT125R2 with spares, fast and reliable. Porting
by Ron Lefebvre. $2,000. Call Shermry at (416) 459-6377.

FOR SALE: Yamaha T Z250B with spares, Mulholland shocks,
Goodyear slicks. Race ready, $950. Consider trade for
stregtable bike. Call (819) 663-2240,

MECHANIC WANTED: Motorcycle mechanic with minimum
three years shop experience for Yamaha dealership. Snow-
mobile experience an asset. Send resumé to: Hot & Cold
Sales, Box 2219, The Pas, Man., R9A 1L8, (204) 623-3504.
FOR SALE:HondaMT125, water cocled, lotsolf spares, excel-
lent condition. Expert No. 32, race ready Yamaha TA125 plus
spare engine. Call Wilbur (416) 755-9813, Scarborough, Ont.
MOTORCYCLE EXPRESS: Mail order exclusively. R.C. Engi-
neering exhaust systems a specialty. Your best price, we will
deliver by courier. Write Motorcycle Express, 548 Pinedale
Avenue, Burlington, Ont., LTL 3W3.

FOR SALE: TZ250G, perfect condition, never squeaked or
bent, Alta. 500 ex champion, full spares plus more: Lectron 36

Get into the push-button world. No clutch
— Mo throttle release Push the button —
you're in the next gear

+:no more missed shifts

4tmore consistent ET's

A Pneumatically actuated
shifting device for $259.95

retail
D [ | n [ ]

Box 151 John St.

* Plattsville, Ont. NOJ 1S0
(5191684-7375 )
Dealer Inquiries Invited

BRUTUNE
RACING SERVICES

687 Winston Rd.
Grimsby, Ont. L3M 4E8

All your roadrace supplies
Custom handlaid glass
for road & track

(416) 643-2708

We have, in stock, /5, /6, /7,
Hang 2 Touring seats.
Single bucket seats only - /6
Double bucket seats only - /5, /7
$125.00 for either type,
FREIGHT PREPAID
(regular price $260.00)
Please send cheque or money order to:
Simplex Cycle Ltd.
P.O. Box 61 Transcona P.O.
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 2Z5

Motorcycle .

3915-4th St. N.E.

Calgary, Alta.

(403) 277-7923 BONMNEVILLE 750
SaleseServiceeParts II@

PJ carbs, Hunt floating disc, only 400 miles, asking $5,900.
Call Darcy, (403) 245-9593 or (403) 242-6526, Calgary.
WANTED: Good cylinder head for eight valve 500 ¢ Yamaha
twin, also |coking for reasonabhy-priced BMW R 100 RS. Call:
Dave (403) 783-6785.

FOR SALE: TZ3T73E, special pipes, wide wheels, 250 stuff.
Good record, $3,750. 1966 BSA Spitfire, immaculate, 2 500.
Phone (519) 434-9228, home 472-5110.

URGENT, MUST SELL: Well established Vancouver Island
motorcycla/bicycle shop with Honda and Suzuki franchises.
Gross revenue approximately $270,000. Appraisal and state-
mints available to bona fide interested parties. For details
contact: Nick Tysowski, 1615 Bowen Rd. Nanaimo B.C., V95
1G5. Phone (604) T54-3345.

MUST SELL: 1979 Moto Guzzi 1000GS, new in spring 1980,
excellent condition, 7,000 highway miles, warm slorage, ask-
ing $4,000. Call F. Joyce, days (819) 997-4646, evenings (613)
B824-3670 Ottawa.

FOR SALE: MT125R2, No. 38 expert, two heads, two bamels,
hydraulic brake, vented disc, oversized rear rim, B0/20H's,
lotsa spares, excellent Jr. bike, cheap—$1.700. Yoshima
CB458F racing engine, every trick part. Kazo Yoshima head,
pipe, Lockhart cooler. Rolling chassis, Borrani alloys, K81s,
Duckworth chain. Stored since "78, $1,500 takes il. Consider
selling parts. (519) 822-4493.

FOR SALE: One TZ250 monoshock, aluminum swingarm,
Morris mags, fairing and spares, $1,700. One TZ300, front
twin disc brakes, aluminum swingarm, lay down shocks,
fairing and spares, $1,200. One motorcycle traiter, $300. TZ
parts for sale—cranks, top ends, new monoshocks, gears,
rims, gaskets. Have everything needed for TZs. Phone (416)
g84-1874,

FOR SALE: 1975 KTM 250 enduro. Mikuni, reed valve, Terry
kit, other exiras. Asking 5700. Also 1974 Rickman Zundapp
125 enduro. Bought new in 1978, Many extras. Asking $500.
Both bikes street legal, in excellent condition. Call Martin
Webster (416) 632-4843 (evenings) or (416) 863-7266 (days).

If you don’t want it, sell it. $10 for 25
words will turn a classified ad into
cold, hard CASH.

Cycle Canada Action Classifieds is
one of the most-read sections in our
magazines, so you can be sure your
ten bucks will get the results you want.

Just fill out the form below, stuff it
and vour cheque or money order for
ten dollars into an envelope and mail
to:

Cvycle Canada
290 Jarvis Street
Toronto, Ontario
M5B 2C5

Name

Address

Phone

Ad Copy
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CANADIAN MOTORCYCLING

SPORT AS SEEN
BY CMA

Living electrically
keeps looking better

By Jim Kelly

Today it's cold, with a temperature of
minus 12 degrees Celsius. Guess | really
am getting old, because I'm going to do it,
today. For the past three years as I cruised
to work on cold December mornings ['ve
considered buying something in the line of
electrical clothing.

I've always ended up like the guy with
the leaky roof—when it was raining, it
was too wet to work; when it was dry, it
didn’t need fixing. But this year, I swearon
my frozen thumb, I'm going to do it.

Oh, I know | won't get the stuff in time
for this season. But next year, ha! When
the old thermometer shows freezing
temperatures, I'll be there waiting and
ready. God bless Phil Funnell and all the
others who sell electric duds!

HARE SCRAMBLE

There's a special invitation 1o Paul Cai-
roli of the No. 1 gang—Harley-
Davidson—and his good buddy Bruce
MacMillan of Motorcycle and Moped
industry Council to join the Steel City
Riders' hare scramble at the Burlington
clay pits. Steel City types also hope to
arrange a repeat invitation for their
annual six-hour motocross.

ONTARIO BANQUET

The Ontario regional banquet is March
28 al the Waterloo Motor Inn. There'll be
lots of time to recover from Daytona and
still make the big party. Tickels can be
obtained from CMA’s Hamilton office or
the following: Bob Pedder, 11 Michael
Ave., Hamilton; Warren Thaxter, RR 3,
Newecastle, Onlt.; or Bill Adams, 162 Belle-
fair Ave., Toronto.

Costis $12 perperson. Comeand partic-
ipate in the Frank Who Questionnaire, the
seminars on Sunday and the great danc-
ing with B] the DJ.

ISDE -

[ hear that the U.S. will cut its usual
40-man [SDE entry to 25 in order to pro-
vide better service and support to the
riders. The only negative aspectis that 15
riders who could be learning under fire
won't get that chance this year.

Jim Kelly is a member of CMA’s national
board of directors.
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Motocross—500 cc GP

championship series.

Schedule of 1981 national championship races

Supercross June 5 Montreal
June 6 Toronto
Motocross—expert 125/250 Aug. 23 Ulverton, Que.
125/250 30 Cowansville, Que.
125/0pen Sept. 6 St. Gabriel de Brandon, Que.
125/open 13 Copetown, Ont.
250/open 20  Austin, Man.
250/open 27  Edmonton
250/open Oct. 4 Aldergrove, B.C.
Motocross—ijr/schoolboy Aug. 15-16 Calgary
Road racing Aug. 22-23 Edmonton
Dirt track—Half mile July 12 Leamington, Ont.
Short track 19 Wheatley, Ont.
Short track 25 Welland, Ont.
Short track Aug. 1 Calgary
Half mile 2 Olds, Alta.
Enduro Sept. 19/20 Haliburton, Ont.
Rally—Niagara National Rally July 16-19 Welland, Ont.
Motocross—senior TBA
Trials TBA

June 27-28 St. Gabriel de Brandon, Que.
This is an FIM-sanctioned international event, but is not part of the world

Speaking of the ISDE, the list of U.S. | NEED A PROGRAM

two-day qualifiers is out: Tulsa, Okla.,
March 21-22; Ridgecrest, Calif., April 25-
26, McMinnville, Ore., May 2-3; Bel-
lingham, Wash., May 9-10; Maplesville,
Ala., May 23-24; and Livingston, Tenn.,
June 6-7.
ICE RACING

[ had a pleasant trip to Kalamazoo,
Mich., to watch the pro indoor ice race. It

"was a good show, with Garth Brow com-

ing up the winner. I sure envied those
guys—nice indoor area, reasonable
temperature and a designated stud that
evervone has to use.

I think it's more important than ever
that CMA work hard this spring to come

up with a designated stud, or even two, |

that will be the only legal ones. Our riders
now are caught choosing studs available
from a maze of commercial distributorsor
Sobering or Berube or Michigan or Thi-
beault ad infinitum. We're long overdue to
have a stud which works and which eve-
ryone can get at a reasonable cost.

| ]

You won't be able to tell the players
without a program, with allthe changes of
brands by motocross riders. Strangely
enough, the winners will probably be the
same. Reminds me of the story about Lhe
voung lad whose van had just hit the curb
at a sharp corner three mornings inarow.
The lad was busy explaining to his father
that the van just would not steer properly.

Rule change deadline

The deadline for the ice racerule change
suggestions for the 1982 season is April
30, 1981.

Stolen Motorcycles

1977 Yamaha YZ80D. Serial no.
17000222. James Curry, 53 Lockerdale
Ave., Weston, Ont., MON 3A3, (416) 241-
9037.

1975 Honda MT250. Serial no.
MT2501033801. Red and silver-grey with
gold print. Maxwell Garrison, 12720A-
123A 5t., Edmonton, Alta.,, TSL0OK5. O




We Buy or Sell %;;é
USED RE d*rcusn YCLES

MOTORCYCLE 6 Victoria
PARTS Waterdown, Ont. LOR 2HO

(416) 689-8921

Toronto’s only one-stop
motocross shop

Introducing

J.T. Racing Products
to Canada

Dealer inquiries
invited

RACING

3808 Bipor St. West

Toronto, Ont. M38 BC2
(4181 232-1540

Metal Polishing Kits
$24 95 plus $2 postage
and handling

Ont. residents add 7%
sales tax

*Developed by professionals
*Complete wheels, compounds, buffs etc.
*New line-do it yourself & save $

California Chromin’
P.O. Box 655, Station k
Toronto, Ont., M4P 2H1

SLATER BROTHERS (CANADA)

4730 Bourque Blvd.
Rock Forest, Quebec, JOB 2J0
(B819) 564-0233

CYCLE CANADA
Subscriber Service

COMOVING?

Give us six weeks notice. Attach the
label from your issue of Cycle
Canada. Fill in the new address
information below.

O RENEWING?

Attach the label from your issue of

Cycle Canada. Indicate the term of
renewal desired. Include cheque or
money order.

O SUBSCRIBING?

Fill in the name and address below.
Check term desired. Include cheque
or money-order.

081495 0521.55 [ $29.95
(one year) (twoyears) (threeyears)

Please complete and mail to
Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis St.,
Toronto, Ont., M5B 2C5.
Name

Address

City Prov.
Postal Code

super Leathers

Showroom and Offices
6600 St-Urbain, Surte 501
Montreal, Québec H2S 3G8
(514) 279-6380-90

Jackets, pants and gloves for
all types of motorcycling.

from
BRISTOL




GALENDAR

COLDWATER QUALIFIER

THE ACID TEST FOR
ISDE HOPEFULS

March
15—TRIAL, Ioco, B.C. CPTA Yamaha
Trophy Trial. Information: Don Clarke,

(604) 936-7746 or Graham Jackson (604) |

596-0757.

29—TRIAL, Sechelt, B.C.CPTA Sechelt
Trial. Information: Don Clarke (604) 936-
7746 or Graham Jackson (604) 596-0757.
April

5—MOTOCROSS, Lethbridge, Alta.,
[tentalive). Information (403) 285-4644.

10—DIRT TRACK, Calgary, Quarter-
mile circuit, (tentative). Information [403)
285-4644,

12—TRIAL. loco, B.C. CPTA G.A.
Checkpoint Trial. Information: Don
Clarke (604) 936-7746 or Graham Jack-
son (604) 596-0757.

12—MOTOCROSS, Calgary, (tenta-
tive). Information (403) 285-4644,

19—MOTOCROSS, Medicine Hat,
Alta., [tentative). Information (403) 285-
4644,

19—ENDURO, Simcoe, Ont. Beagle
Bash Enduro organized by the Lynn Val-
ley Dirt Riders. Information (416) 522-
57005,

24—DIRT TRACK, Calgary, Quarler-
mile circuit, [tenlative). Information (403)
285-4644,

25—ENDURO, Barrie, Ont. Coldwater
two-day qualifier. Information (705) 424-
0921.

26—MOTOCROSS, Lethbridge, Alta.,
(tentative). Information {(403) 285-4644.

26—TRIAL, Walerdown, Onl. Organ-
ized by Steel City Riders, information
(416) 522-5705.
May

2-3—ROAD RACE SCHOOL, Calgary.
Information (403) 277-8046.

2-3—SHORT TRACK, Welland, Ont.
Practice and school. Information (416)
a22-5705.

3—MOTOCROSS, Calgary, Alberta
championship points event for school-
boys. Information (403) 285-4644.

3—TRIAL, Calgary. Information (403)
285-4644,

3—MASSASSAUGA ENDURO, Wel-
land, Ont. Information (416) 522-5705.

8—DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Quarter-
mile circuit. Information (403) 285-4644.

9-10—ROAD RACE SCHOOL, Edmon-
ton. Information (403) 277-8046.

9—5Sepl. 5—SHORT TRACK, Welland,
Ont. Every Saturday night at Welland
County Speedway. Information {416)
222-5705.
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Dirt trackers take to the quarter-mile oval April 10 in Calgary’s season opener.

10—HILLCLIMB, Red Deer, Alta. Infor-
mation [403) 285-4644,

10—ENDUROQO. Location to be an-
nounced. Junior only event. Organized
by the Oshawa Competition Motorcycle
Club. Information (416) 522-5705.

16-17—ROAD RACE, Edmonton. Pro-
vincial point sprint event. Information
(403) 277-8046.

17—MOTOCROSS, River Vista, Alta.
Information (403) 285-4644.

17—TRIAL, Calgary. Peter Wuntke
Alberta championship point event. Infor-
malion [403) 285-4644.

22—DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Quarter-
mile circuit. Information (403) 285-4644,

23-24—TRIAL, Sudbury, Ont. Informa-
tion (416) 522-5705.

24—TRIAL, Ioco, B.C. CPTA Spring
Trial. Information: Don Clarke (604) 936-

7746 or Graham Jackson (604) 596-0757.
24—MOTOCROSS, Edmonton. Al-
berta championship point event for open
class. Information (403) 285-4644.
24—DIRT TRACK, Olds, Alta. Half-
mile Alberta championship point event.
Information (403) 285-4644.
24—MOTOCROSS, Thunder Bay, Ont.
Information (416) 522-5705.
24—MOTOCROSS, Madoc, Ont. Jun-
ior and senior classes only. Information
(416) 522-5705.

J1—MOTOCROSS, Calgary. Provin-
cial championship race for 125 cc class.
Information (403) 285-4644.

31—TRIAL, Fonthill, Ont. Information
(416) 522-5705.

Unless otherwise specified, all Canadian competition
evenls are Canadian Molorcycle Associalion-sanctioned.



SUZUKI OWNERS CLUB OF CANADA: Open to
all Suzuki riders. Monthly newsletter, jacket patch
and decal for $10a year. Various activities organized
threughout the riding season. Make cheque payable
to: Suzuki Qwners Club of Canada. Send to J. Julich
Membership Secretary, 5 Carleton Street, South,
Thorold, Ontario L2V 125,

CANADIAN SIDECAR OWNERS CLUB: You are
cordially invited to join one of Canada's newest
motorcycle clubs, The Canadian Sidecar Owners
Club. Membership in this club is extended to all
sidecar owners throughout this invitation. Please
contact: Osie Shanks, 651 Trafford Cres., Oakville,
Ontario LEL 3T4.

BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF AMERICA:
Nearly 8,000 members in 50 states and 10 provinces.
BMW News (30 page monthly), Travel Assistance
Guide, patch, membership card. Dues: $15.00, add
$2 .50 for family members. BMW MOA, Box 74-H,
Newark, California 94560,

INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BIKERS ASS50-
CIATION: Bi-monthly newsletter. Stickers and
crests free. Good Christian fellowship. Write today
for membership forms. It's tough to beat the differ-
ence God can make in your life. P.O. Box 2100,
Station 'B’, St. Catherines, Ontario. L2M 6P5 (416)
934-8132.

CANADIAN VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE GROUP:
Enthusiasts restoring and operating vintage
machines of all makes. 350 members across Can-
ada. Activities include vintage rallys, trials, show
displays, monthly meetings. $10 membership
includes monthly newsletter and yearly roster.
CVMG, Walnut Grove, Carlisle, Ont., LOR 1HO.
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ALBERTA ROADRACE CLUB: Sponsors of road
racing in Alberta. 200 members presentan exciting
season of motorcycle racing. Spring road race
schools in Edmonton and Calgary offer expert
instruction on bike preparation, race skills, stra-
tegy and safety. Write 10629—103 St., Edmonton,
Alta.. T5H 2v6. Phone (403) 428-1550, or #1063—
3225—56th St, N.W., Calgary, Alta., (403) 285-4421.

B.C. MOTORCYLE FEDERATION—Voice of the
B.C. rider (onor off road). Information available on
local clubs, off road riding areas, touring facilities,
road riding, insurance and legislation information.
Safety equipment discounts to members. Your $5.
annual membership will help keep you in touch
with B.C. biking. Join the B.C.M.F. 3750-80th 5t.
Delta, B.C. V4K 3N2 (604) 945-8030.

All you need to know about
exhaust systems is the name:

BAassAni

Masulogiuring

From the welds to the finish 1o the fit,
it's quality,
it’s BASSANL
Exhaust systems for street and dirt.

Distributor:

T & P Marketing

43 Eddvstone Ave.
Downsview, Ont.
(4156) T45-5867

W ship comst 1o cosist
Aol ordher service
[Iealer imguiries invitod

(514) 637-0388 Telex: 05822829

V50 MOTO GUZZI MONZA

A tradition

of technology

that springs from a
legacy of art.

N

Distributor:; .

1977 Notre-Dame 3991
Lachine, Québec

Canada H8S 2G1
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WaltHealy .......... D T B B At W e o b a8g9
Look for the May

issue at your favorite
newsstand April 5

CYCLE
CANADA

YZ SPECIALISTS

YAMAHA

YZ80 to YZ465

Ask about our racer's plan
Excellent parts & accessory supply
Service by experts

Performance Cycle & Snow
91 Maitland Terrace

Strathroy, Ont., N7G 1L2
1-518-245-4320

% Enterprises Ltd.

o Crankshaft Repair Work 335 Vodden St.
» Cylinder Boring Brampton, Ont.
e Specialized Engine Tuning L&V 1N4

(416) 459-3816 Phone for further information

“Toronto's Exclusive
Harley-Davidson dealer”

<+ Mail orders on all parts and
accessories

3+ Please call or write

3= We straighten Harley-
Davidson frames!

3170 Lakeshaore Blvd. W,
Toranta, Ont., MBWY 1LE

(416) 259-7681 Davidson

Barry Benson
Motors Ltd.

We sell Honda Motorcycles
and Honda power products.
Complete sales, service,
parts

WE SELL SATISFACTION

1113 La Salle Boulevard
Sudbury, Ont. P3A 1Y3
(705) 566-1152
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Why not pick up the phone

before you spend your
hard-earned cash?

Motopinion enables riders to exchange
useful information about motorcycles.
Here's how it works.

Cycle Canada collects names and Lele-
phone numbers of motorcycle owners wil-
ling to talk about their machines. Thenwe
publish the list shown.

If you want information about a motor-
cycle listed, you telephone Cycle Canada
at (416) 977-6318 or write to us at 290
Jarvis SL., Toronto, Onl., M5B 2C5, and
we'll put you in touch with an owner.

If you're keen to talk about your motor-
cycle, please complete the form and mail it
lo Cycle Canada.

[n order not to inadvertently encourage
thieves, we want only your first name for
MOTOPINION.

Thisis a Cycle Canada reader-to-reader
service and the publication is in no way
connected with, or responsible for, opin-
ions provided by owners.

AJS
500, Stormer

Alouette
AX125

Ariel
All models

Benelli
Tornado 650

BMW
R100RS, R100RT, R100/7, R75/5, R60/6,
R60/7

Bridgestone
350 GTR

BSA

A75 Rocket III, A65 Lightning, A65T
Thunderbolt, A10, B44VS, B50SS,
B2555, Gold Star

Bultaco
Sherpa T, Metralla, Alpina 350

Can-Am
Qualifier 370, 250, 175, 250 T'NT,
250MX5, MX125

CZ/Jawa
ISDT

Dnepr
650

Ducati

90055, 900 Darmah, 860 GTS, 750 Sport,

750 GG'T, 350 Sport Desmo, 250, 160 |r

Harley-Davidson
45 Servicar, |D, FX, FXE, FXS, 74
sidevalve, VL

Hercules/DKW
Boondocker 125

Honda

GL1100 Interstate, CBX, GL1100,
GL1000, CB900C, CB750K, CB750L,
CB750F, CB750A, CB650, XL.500,
CB550F, CX500, CB500T, CB500K.,

CB450, Hawk, CB400F, CB360T, CJ360T,

CB350F, CB350T, TL250, XL250S.
(CM185, CD175, MR175, TL125, SL125,
CB125, XL100, S90, XR75

Kawasaki

KZ1300, KZ1000, Z-1R, Z-1R Turbo.
KZ1000LTD, KZ900, 750H2, KZ750,
KZ650, KZ650 Custom, W2-650, 500H-1.

MAKE MODEL YEAR
CITY . PROVINCE
FIRST NAME

TELEPHONE NUMBER AREA CODE

Please mail to Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis St.,
Toronto, Ont., M5B 2C5
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40053, 35052, KD175, KD125, KE125,
10004

Laverda
1000, 750 SFC

Matchless
650

Montesa
247 Cola, 348 Cota

Moto Guzzi
SP1000, V1000 Convert, Le Mans, 850T,
V7 Sport, Interceptor 750

Nimbus
All models

Norton
850 II1 JPN, Combat, Combat Roadster,
Commando, Atlas

NSU
Max

Royal Enfield

Inlerceptor 750

Sidecars
Dnepr, Velorex

Suzuki

(GS1000, GS850, GS750E, GS750C.
GS750L, GT750, RE5, GS550E, GS550L.,
GT550, T500, GS400C, RM250N, TS-
185, PE175, RM125C, TC125, RM100B,
RM100N, DS100, T20

Triumph

Trident, Bonneville, Trophy 650, Day-
tona 500, TR25W, T140E, T100R, T100C,
Trophy 250

Velocette
Thruxton, Venom Clubman, Viper 350

vincent
Comet

Volkswagen
Trike

Yamaha

XS Eleven, X87502D, XS750E, TX750,
XS750SF, XS650SE, XS500, SR500E,
SR500F, XT500, TT500, RD400, XS400E,
RD350, YZ250F, TY250, DT1-B, IT175,
YZ125D, YZ100E, YZ80E



YES,

eycle sounom

fit the Interstate.
Ask your dealer.

Custom
Riders!

Head for Cycle One. One of Canada's
largest custom parts and accessories
centres. Send five bucks for our 100
plus pages mail order catalogue.

950 Elgin Avenue, Winnipeg
Manitoba, Canada R3E 1B4

HONDA

Sales & Service
*eylinder reboring
*aluminum heli-arc welding
*crankshaft rebuilding
*cylinder porting- RD, CR & YZs
» .
Nelsen
#4 Industry Street S,

Aurora, Ont. L4G 1X7
(416)727-3661

50 Years
ln The Makin$

We would like to
thank all of our
customers for their
continued supportin
the past 50 years.

WALI HEALY

227-10th St. N.W.
Calgary, Alta. T2N 1V5
(403) 283-2788

We ride, we
understand

o Fast personal attention
e Mail order parts and service
* We ship across Canada

Phone or write
ONTARIO HONDA
& YAMAHA LTD.

1255 Queen 5t. E., Toronto, Ont,
(416) 461-044]

CR SPECIALISTS

HONDA

CRBD to CR450

Ask about our racer's plan
Excellent parts & accessory supply
Service by experts

Performance Cycle & Snow

91 Maitland Terrace

Strathroy, Ont., N7G 1LE
515-245 4320

R.C.4into 1 COLLECTER
PERFORMANCE EXHAUST

SYSTEM

Guaranteed by R.C. to produce
more low, midrange and peak
horsepower than any other
multi-cylinder exhausl

gystem on the markel.

Available in deep chrome or

Kal Gard black.

Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha
Chrome $298.00

For over 10 years Russ Collins and Bill
Adams have been in racing and business
tagether.

NOW YOU CAN BUY R.C. ENGINEER-
ING PRODUCTS DIRECT FROM
R.C.'S EXCLUSIVE CANADIAN
DISTRIBUTOR

SHIPPING: C.0.D. NO DEPOSIT
REQUIRED, OR VISA AND MASTER-
CHARGE ACCEPTED. ADVISE CARD
NUMBER AND EXPIRY DATE.

adams

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
16704 111 Avenue,

For full catalogue product line send

$3.00 for catalogue, price list and
decal.

Edmonton, Alberta T5SM 254
(403) 483-9220
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CEE

There were two very good reasons We fitted it with a new swingarm
why last season’s riders liked our MX-6. fabricated from diamond-section
It was fast enough to win National and extruded aluminum. (It's light in weight,
Provincial titles with. And it was so reli- yet incredibly strong!)
able, you could spend your time working We also mounted a pair of superb
on your riding, instead of on your engine. Ohlins suspension units to the business

Our MX-6B is even Better. end of every

MX-6B. (There
justisn't a

better shock
made.)
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And we kept the best of what
makes Can-Am such a winning bike.
Like Sun rims, Marzocchi forks, our
unique snorkel air intake system.
Not to mention the unbeatable
reliability of our Rotax engines.

Best of all, we kept the
price like the I::ul(e competitive.

Your Can-Am dealer
would like to show vﬂu
just how competitive. ,
Talk to him about a
new MX-6B 250 or
400. And while you're
there, ask him for
details about how

3

THE 1981
CAN-AM

$300,000
CONTINGENCY
PROGRAM

you can share in the $300,000

Can-Am Contingency Program.
What you do is ride a Can-Am

to first, second or third in any of

And a great
‘'way to help you

more than 70 Ice Racing and

Motocross events* across
the country.

What we do is give

you money. And if you
grab a Provincial or National

Title along the way,
we'll give you a |lot more.

Between the improved

MX-6B, our Contingency Program
and the way your Can-Am dealer
wants to deal, this may
just be your best racing
season ever!

e

BOMBARDIER

R g

HERE’'S WHAT YOU WIN!
ICE RACING*
. PROV. NAT'L

CLAGS s | TITLE | TITLE
125¢¢C

1.$200
2205 |2 7100 | $500 |$1,000
JR/SR/EX |3 20 |

MOTOCROSS*

| PROV. | NATL

CLASS $ TITLE | TITLE

1. $200
125¢c

2. 100 | $500 | $1,000
IR/SR/EX |3 13 :

1. %200
250¢C

2. 100 | $800 | $1,500
IR/SR/EX |3 123

1. $200
OPEN

2. 100 | $800 | $1,500
JR/SR/EX |3 18

*Salected sanctioned events in each C M.A region
# Trademarks of Bombardier Limiteg

WE WILL WIN YOU
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SPOKELESS GOLD WHEELS,

BLEEDING BRAKES AND
SHORT SHIFTS

If you have an aversion to cast wheels
and hate the hassles of spokes, why not
try something in between? The Gold
Digger comes from the Super Spoke folks
in California. It has agold-anodized alum-
inum centre and a chrome rim, and comes
in sizes to fit wheels from 16 to 19inches.
The Gold Digger hooks up to your stock
brake and is claimed to last for years with
little maintenance; $249.50 U.S. each.

_‘ I- ‘| 5 -_t - 1.0 e
.--..'i:J"::":."'::.'.l ?!* o "r

This European-styled jacket from Bris-
tol Leathers has lots of goodies for looks
and fit, starting withlonger sleeves so you
don't strangle your armpits when riding.
It also features elasticized action panels
in the back, a wide, adjustable waist belt,
all-weather zippers, padded shoulders
and a Velcro neck closure. In black, about

$170.
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Plagued by gummed carbs or seized
engines? It could be you're using the
wrong stuff in your air filter. Bel-Ray's
Foam Filter Oil is claimed to trap water
and all sorts of greeblies that mean your
engine harm, without clogging up. Sug-

gested list $3.20 for a 440 cc bottle.

The new M. Robert motocross boot is
softer and more flexible than the old one,
and has a new hinge pin that can be
installed with Loctite so it won't pop out.
And a good half of the boot is replaceable:
you can mount new liners, new hinges and

even a new sole if you wear out the origi-
nal. About $170 at many dealers.

Akront, the Spanish wheel manufac-
turer, introduces a new line of spoked
wheels called Green Label. They feature a
shoulderless profile to shed mud, full
thickness dimples and flash butt welding.
Available in three finishes including gold,
matte silver and polished, and sizes rang-
ing from WM1 for minibikes to WMS for
high-hp drag racers. Distributed by De-
sign Cycle.

Sy S

e S LN o )

These Red Dot dirt tires from Hi-Point
look like Metzelers but cost less. Madein
the U.S. by Carlisle, they're the choice of
many top riders including Bob Hannah
and have been raced in enduros, moto-
crosses, supercrosses and the ISDT
(henceforth called the ISDE). Pictured is a
100/90-18, which lists at $89.98. Distrib-
uted by Performance Cycle & Snow.
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If you think brake bleeding the conven- |

tional way is a waste of time and energy,
check out this handy tool. It's the Milyvac
Motorcycle Brake Bleeding Kit, a hand-
held vacuum pump that allows you to
service your bike's disc brakes by your-
self. It also works on cars. Suggested list
about $60, distributed by Chris Simpkins
Sales and Di-Jer.

Now there's a Bell for pre-teens. The
Mini Cross is a kid-size fibreglass open-
face helmel that comes in three sizes and
four colors — red, white, blue and yellow
— and sports the familiar logo of its larger
counterparts. Suggested list $74.95, dis-
tributed by Marquette Marketing.

w

The people at 10,000 RPM, a perfor-
mance company in California, have deve-
loped this nitrous oxide injection system
they claim will give you six more horse-
power for every 100 cc of displacement.
Since it only fitsengines 1,000 ccand over,
this means a minimum boost of 60 ponies
for your motor. [t comes witha.5kganda
1 kg NO, tank, giving 2'2 and five Y-mile
runs at the strip respectively (it's not for
street use). Actuated by the flip of a
switch, the system costs $415 U.S.

If you want chest protection thal won't
make you feel like an overstuffed arma-
dillo, have a look at this padding from M.
Robert. Made of injection-moulded plas-
tic, it's claimed to be light and flexible and
it absorbs perspiration into its liner.
Available in factory racing colors from
your dealer through seven Canadian
distributors.

LuBri

g

g

+m
differencr’
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Here's a magic elixir claimed to not only
clean your carburetors, valves and plugs,
but also to boost your octane, increase
your power and mileage and stabilize
your gasoline so you can store it for long
periods of time with no gum or varnish
build-up. Whew! It's called Gas Up, it's
made by Lubri-Tech, it can be used for
two-stroke or four-stroke engines and it
goes for about $6.40 a bottle, which treats
from 75 to 150 litres. Distributed by Nican
Trading.

Think you can break these Short Shift
levers? Aurora Cycle Supply dares youto
try. They've got a lifetime guarantee, and
they're modelled after the DeHandler
motocross levers for fast finger response
with lots of feel. Made of aluminum, sug-

gested retail $14.95 a pair.

Two ways to stay dry, courtesy of
Yamaha: the 1 to 2 combo, left, is foldable
yellow nylon and can be worn as a jacket
by rolling the pants into the waistband:
$69.35. The Drive 'n Dry is two-piece blue
nylon and has wind flaps, Velcro closures
and six pockels, $85.65. Bothcomein sizes
extra small to large.

Good news for riders of swingarm-
equipped Harleys: Hang 2 now makes a
custom seat for your bike. Called the
HD1200SM Sportmaster, the saddle has
an all-metal baseplate and moulded
polyurethane foam construction. It fits
Harley FX, FXE, FXEF, FXS and any
swingarm H-D without a tour pack,
including the FLH. About $195, distrib-
uted by Preston Cycle, Trans CanImports
and Simplex Cycle.

SOURCES

Aurara Cvele Supply., PO, Box 433, Aurera, Ont,, L4G3L5,
[416]) 727-04M4.

Bel-Ray Canada Inc.. 11 Progress Ave., Unil 7. Scarbo-
rough, Ont.. M1P457: (416) 298-4263.

Bristol Leather & Sporiswear Mig. Lid., 6600 51, Urbain St
Montreal, Que., H25 308; [514) 279-6389.

Chris Simpkins Sales, 2831 Viking Way, Richmond. B.C.,
VGV 11, [604) 278-6221 and 1003 D 55 Ave. NE Calgary,
Adba., T2E 6W1, [403) 27 59264,

Design Cyele, 948 Elgin Ave.. Winnipeg, Man., R3E 184,
(204] 7AG-1623.

Di-Jer Canada Liée, CP 122, 51. Eustache, Que., [7R K5,
[514) 473-3575. and Di-Jer International Ltd., P.O. Box 906,
Sarnia, Ont., N7T 719, [519] 3364201,

Marquette Marketing Corp., P.0). Box 3450, Don Mills,
Cint,, M3T 2049, [416] 495-9650.

Nican Trading Co. 11d., 7442 Fraser Park Dr., Burnaby. B.C.,
V3] 589, [604) 434-7575. and 3225 Lenworth Dr., Missis-
sauga, Onl., L4X 266, [416) 625-3890.

Performance Cycle & Snow, 91 Maitland Terrace, Slra-
throy, Ont., N7 11.2; (519] 2454320,

Preston Cycle Supply, 193 Borden Ave. 5., Kitchener, Ont.,
NZ(G 3R% [519]) 744-6821.

Super Spoke Inc., 706 Dunn Way, Placentia, Calil., 92670,
[714) 996-4510.

10,000 RPM Speed Equipment, 22624 South Mormandie
Ave.. Torrance, Calil., 90502, [213) 325-8848.

Trans Can Imporis Lid., 8159 Wagner Rd.. Edmonlon,
Altar., TEE 4NG; [403) 465-0126.

Yamaha Motor Canada Lid., 480 Cordon Baker Rd.. Wil-
lowdale, Ont., M2H 3B4, (416] 498-1911,
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We used to publish sexist
photos to sell T-shirts

In the beginning there was sex, and thus
we all came to be descendents of Adam
and of Eve.

Recognizing such truths, and the fact
that most of our readers were male, a
decade ago when Cycle Canada was
started it did not take the staff long to
realize it would be smart marketing to use
a bit of sex.

Thus was born a long-running series of
ads promoting the sale of Cycle Canada
T-shirts, each of which featured a bra-less
young woman. Bra-lessness, you see, was
a big deal 10 years ago. Indeed, the T-shirt
photo file to this day is called Nipple

Shots.
Another little known fact about our his-

tory is that in a certain T-shirt shot which
we published not only was the lady bra-
less, she was also pant-less. And thus
Cycle Canada broke into print with pubic
hair even before Playboy did,

Now you know.

. S
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The names of the Cycle Canada T-shirt
girls were never published. Here are two
of our favorites.

FEEDBAC

YOU

The readers of Cycle Canada can help
the editors of Cycle Canada produce a
better magazine by providing feedback on

CIRCLE YOUR ANSWERS PLEASE

1. Which tests did you read?
* Yamaha RD350H
» Suzuki GS750EX
* Kawasaki KX420
» Yamaha YZ465
2. Which 10th anniversary features did
you read?
» History of Cycle Canada
« Highlights of motor-
cycling’s last 10 years
* Memorable moments,
memorable molorcycles
» What the future holds
3. How do you get Cycle Canada?
» Subscription
*» Newsstand purchase
* Borrowed copy
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what they liked and disliked in this issue.
Please complete the form and mail to
Editorial Director, Brave Beaver Press-

CYCLE CANADA WANTS
TO HEAR FROM

works Ltd., 290 Jarvis St., Toronto, Ont.,
M5B 2C5.

Thank you.

4. What do you like most about Cycle Canada? Only one answer please.

It's Canadian

Other:

It's honest and down to earth and straightforward
It's newsy and timely and interesting

5. What did you like most about this issue?

6. Which regular features did you read in this issue?

Contents Newsfront
Readers Write Technics
Cyclesport By Mike Duff
CMA Who Won What
New Products Product Tests

Motopinion Coming Soon

Editorial Masthead

On The Road Canada West
Motocross Canada Did You Know?
Calendar Motomarket
Showecase

Ads in general

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREC STOTT



From the scrapyard came a showpiece

An uncommon motorcycle

was reborn after a
unique restoration

What looks to be a simple, if somewhat
unusual, classic motorcycle is actually a
compendium of parts from 37 different
machines. This 496 cc Gilera Saturno
from 1955 was carefuly restored from a
heap of worn-out and broken parts found
in a box a decade ago.

The property of Toronto filmmaker
David Cronenberg, the Saturno was
bought for $50 in 1970 by Pat Julig, aroad
racer and amateur archeologist who
worked as a motorcycle mechanic at the
time. The Gilera had received at least a
dozen years of steady, hard use because
every component from the wheel bearings
to the seat was completely worn out. It
was only retired when the crankshaft
finally broke.

The original owner is unknown, but itis
believed that only four Saturnos were
imported into Canada. Between Julig and
his friend Dwight Teague, author of this
month’s Technics article, they acquired
three of them. One was dredged out of a
river, incomplete.

Hundreds of hours were spent putting
Julig's bike back on the road. The original

crankshaft with its cast iron flywheels
wasn't worth salvaging, soJuligadapted a
pair of BSA 441 Victor flywheels to the
Gilera mainshafts through a painstaking
process of welding, grinding, press-
fitting, measuring runout and starting
over again. When the flywheels finally
ran true, he rebalanced and assembledthe
crank using a BSA long-stroke Gold Star
connecting rod and wrist pin. A late-
model Gold Star piston was fitted to the
Gilera barrel which had been rebored at
least once.

Julig obtained some original Gilera
parts from a former employee of the
importer, and so this bike has the correct
San Remo alloy rims and alloy badge on
the front fender. He later discovered a
cache of Gilera parts in Argentina, where
the bikes are still in regular use.

Almost everything else had to be
adapted or made. The Gilera main bear-
ings had worked loose in the huge crank-
case and were replaced with bearings
from a Kawasaki H-1R road racer which
have fibre inserts intheouterracetoavoid
the problem. All the bearings and bush-

ings in the gearbox were replaced. The
Marelli magneto still worked, but the
drive gear for the generator was broken;
fortunately, a Lambretta scooter part fit.

Suzuki provided the rear brake backing
plate and clutch springs, while the seat
was made for a Royal Enfield and the rear
fender, taillight and fork gaiters are BSA.
The headlight and chainguard are Ducati,
as is the 20 mm Dell'Orto carburetor. The
rusty and dented Gilera exhaust pipe was
hammered, brazed and ground back into
shape and rechromed to look like new.

This model of Saturno is called the
Sport 52. Other versions were made for
police, military and touring use. The rac-
ing Corsa model could give a Matchless
G50agood run for its moneyon the Italian
home circuits.

Cronenberg, director of the current
film Scanners, bought the bike from Julig
last year. It now occupies his garage next
to his Ferrari, Moto Guzzi Spada and
Ducati 450 R/T.

This 1955 Gilera Saturno 500 single was
restored from a $50 basket case.
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PRODUGT TESTS

STYLISH PLASTIC HELMET

AND VINYL TANK BAG
ENTER THE MARKET

Canadian tank bag
has flaws, butis a
good deal at the price

Goldline Marketing is a curling supply
company based in Mississauga, Ont. As
well as making curling brooms, sweaters
and the like, Goldline manufactures vinyl
covers for outdoor barbecues, which is
how it got into the motorcycle accessory
business.

The company saw a market for low-
price vinyl tank bags, saddlebags and
motorcycle covers, and two years ago
started manufacturing bags and covers.
Now the line includes two tank bags, three
covers, a set of soft saddlebags and deer-
skin touring gloves. We decided to try the
large bag because we were intrigued by
the price—only $38.50 for a container the
size of the Skookum-Pak we tested in the
March issue.

The Goldline bag is big, measuring 40.5
x 28 x 23 cm. It's made of tough, outdoor-
quality vinyl, with two cm of foam sewn
into the base. Seat belt webbingisused for
two straps that encircle the bag and are
long enough to go around the biggest gas
tank with length to spare. There's another
carrying strap so you can lug it around off
the bike, and it's possible to arrange the
straps to use the bag as a backpack.

There's a map pocket on top, made of
two pieces of overlapping clear vinyl that
are sealed on three sides. To insert amap,
it's necessary to manoeuvre it around and
under the overlapping edges of the stiff
vinyl.

Access to the interior is provided only
by one zipper across the rear of the bag,
and there are no small exterior pockets in
which to store change, film, glasses orany
of the other oddments that you collectona
trip.

Experienced tourers will find the bag a
nuisance in many ways. The worst aggra-
vation is the opening; it's almost impossi-
ble to get into the entire space through the
narrow slot, and it's certainly impossible
to pack the bag full with any degree of
order or neatness.

The map window is too small, and the
opening is even smaller. To use it, you're
forced to wad the map up much smaller
than you want it, work itinto the window,
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then try to unfold it to the size you want.
Not the hot set-up.

The foam padding seems to protect the
tank well enough, but we noticed the lack
of a quick-disconnect feature for the bag.
To refill the gas tank you have to remove
one of the long straps from around the
tank, remove the bag, then reinstall it once
you're done.,

The straps suffer from their length, too.
There's no easy way tobuckle, tie, wrap or
clip the extra length out of the way once
the double D-rings secure the bag in place,
so you must resort to multiple knots.
Which makes gassing up even more of a
pain, '

By now it sounds as though we hated
the Goldline bag. Wrong. If we paid $80 or
more for it we'd consider it unacceptable,
but for less than half that price we think
it's a steal.

While serious tourers or those who use
their tank bags much for other trips won't
want to live with the bag's many short-
comings, those who might use it once or
twice a year on the occasional weekend
couldn't do much better. There's lots of
room inside, the vinyl should stand up

fairly well, the foam protects the paint on
the gas tank and the straps secure the bag
solidly to the tank.

For $38.50 nothing else comes close. So
if you don't use a tank bag often enough
that the shortcomings would drive you
bananas, you should check out the Gold-
line. It represents extremely good value.

The manufacturer is located at 2207
Dunwin Drive, Unit 7, Mississauga, Ont.,
L5L 1X1.

italian Nolan helmet
iIs new to Canada; has
light weight, good fit

Making a big push in the Canadian
market for the first time in 1981, Nolan
claims to be the top-selling helmet manu-
facturer in Europe. Worn by many racers,
notably five-time world road racing
champion Kork Ballington, the polycar-
bonate-shelled helmets are now available
here in four styles. We tried the N31,
Nolan's top-line full-face helmet.

[nside the polycarbonate shell is aliner
of expanded polystyrene and an interior
comfort liner of brushed nylon. The shell



Nolan helmet uses interchangeable
cheek pads to tailor exact fit to the rider.

is cut away quite high at the rear of the
neck, and the liner is a close fit to the head
all the way around. A vinyl strip lines the
visor opening, while synthetic rubber pro-
tects the bottom edge of the helmet and a
large pad of the same material fits into the
shell in front ofthemouthtocoverthebare
plastic.

Unlike the Nolan Easy Rider model we
tested in our August 1980 issue, which is
no longer imported, the N31doesn'thavea
flush-mounted faceshield. The visoris not
an old-style conventional design, how-
ever. There are no snaps, and the pivots
have ratchets that hold the visor closed or
in one of two open positions.

The ratchet works smoothly and easily,
yet is strong enough to hold the shield
open even at highway speeds without a
windshield.

The shield is partly recessed at the bot-
tom edge, and is lifted by means of two
small lips moulded into the front bottom
edge of the visor. One rider found it a little
odd to use at first, but both who tried the
helmet considered the system acceptable
after wearing it a few times.

The first open positionleavesabout two
centimetres of space at the bottom, and
lets a gale of fresh air through the helmet
without uncovering the rider's eyes. The
second position is full open, and although
the visor edge remains in the field of

vision, it isn't any more obtrusive than the
edge of a duckbill visor on a dirt helmet.

The first position is handy if the helmet
starts to mist up and you want to get some
more air while you're riding; the second is
too far open to be useful on the highway.

Shields for the N31 are available in
clear or smoke colours and cost $8.99.
Changing the visor is easy enough, but
requires some care. The pivot pins are
plastic screws, and a small screwdriver is
needed to remove them. They look as
though they'd be easy tostriporlose, butif
the worst happens replacements are
available for $1.49 a set. The wise rider
will pick up a set or two andthrow it in his
pack.

Another part you have to be carefulofis
the spring-loaded pin that engages the
ratchet positions moulded into the visor.
As you move the shield up or down, the
moulding pushes the pin into the helmet.
Then it springs back out at the next
ratchet position to again secure the
helmet. Spare pins are included in the
pivot replacement kit.

Once you remove the two screws, the
shield just lifts off and a replacement can
be fitted. It takes only a few seconds if you
don't drop anything.

We found the N31 to be pretty quiet on
the highway, better than many other top-
line helmets. The semi-recessed face-
shield and sharply angled lower front
surface may be the reasons why. It's also
comfortable; the brushed nylon interioris
soft and the close fit means the helmet
doesn't move around.

The Nolan is unique in that the helmet
can be individually fitted to each rider. It
comes in five sizes from extra-small to
extra-large to start with, but in addition
the pads that fit from ear to cheek are
available in three different sizes. Any
rider should be able to get aset to tailorthe
helmet to his head shape. A replacement
set of pads costs $7.95; they are held in
place by one dome snap and by the reten-
tion strap, which passes through the mid-
dle of the pad.

The strap itself is comfortable. It’s the
usual nylon web, but is enclosed for much
of its length in a wide, soft padded sheath
much like artificial leather that eases the
pressure of the strap on the rider's chin.
The buckle isn't the common pair of D-
rings, but a metal rectangle with a

knurled, sliding barrel. As with D-rings,
the strap goes through, turns around and
comes back out. It works pretty easily, but
our experience with similar buckles is
that the knurled surface wears the nylon
straps fairly quickly.

The end of the strap has a small square
of Velcro attached. It mates to a matching
patch on the base of the strap, and is
intended to keep the strap's end from flap-
ping in the breeze and beating the rider’s
neck to the status of raw meat. It's effec-
tive enough that way, but it is also abso-
lutely infuriating because the hooked
Velcro patch grabs anything that gets
near it—the soft nylon interior, the jacket
the rider is wearing, the nylon strap itself.
We'd be quite happy to live with having to
tuck the strap under itself to prevent
flapping.

We liked the Nolan quite a bit. It's
light—at 1,310 grams it’s lighter than any
fibreglass or Kevlar helmet and heavier
only than the Nava—and well-padded,
and the low wind noise reduces a major
fatigue factor considerably. The many
sizes and adjustable cheek pads make it
easy to get an exact fit.

The Nolan meets U.S. Z90-1 and Cana-
dian CSA D230 safety standards.

We think it's a good-looking helmet,
although one rider thought the graphicsa
bit overdone. It's available in six
colours—black, white, red, blue, orange
and yellow—and lists for $99.95.

The distributor is Marquette Mar-
keting Corp., P.O. Box 3450, Don Mills,
Ont., M3T 2C9.

There is an additional feature of the
Nolan that we haven't been able to try yet.
For $149.95 you get replacements for the
rubber mouthpiece interior of two
helmets, into each of which is built a mic-
rophone, speaker and battery. You also
get a flex cord that plugs into sockets in
each helmet. Presto, you have an intercom
system so that you and your passenger
can while away those long, boring hours
on the Trans-Canada Highway.

Weonly had a chance to sample the unit
briefly before one speaker gave up the
ghost. We think it got wet ina downpour.
We'll be trying another set, and will report
on how well it works as soon as we can.O

Product tests were prepared this month
by Jean-Pierre Belmonte and Larry Tate.
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Yamaha's 750 Seca breaks
new ground in gadgetry and
styling, as well as delivering
superbike performance from

a compact package.

98 CYCLE CANADA APRIL 1981

¢ Yamaha X]J750RH
Seca: For those who
coveted a European 650
Maxim, Yamaha has
something a little differ-
ent. For those who
demand high technol-
ogy along with high

erformance, the Seca

as a computerized
instrument panel, anti-
dive front suspension
and shaft drive. And for
those who admired the
Vetter Triumph Hurri-
cane, its looks are
reborn.

® Yvon Duhamel:
Remember him? Any-
one who saw him in
action remembers viv-
idly; tales of his daring
are legion. Kevin
Cameron remembers
the Canadian who raced
works Yamahas when
U.S. riders couldn't get
them; the man who
acted as a human sus-
pension on the most evil
Kawasakis ever made:
and the man who tried
to drive his rented car
into a swimming pool
after he won a race.

® Kawasaki KZ440:
The H-D Sturgis isn't
the only belt-driven
motorcycle on the
market now that the
440 LTD with belt
option is available in
Canada. The stylish
twin was supplied only
to the U.S. last year. In
an upcoming test we
will see how far this
street cruiser has come
since its inception as a
400 1n 1974.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROBIN RIGGS
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RUN TO THE SUN.

The 1981 Harley-Davidson Roadster. On 1-75 to Florida.

Y You could be heading
x5z for Daytona—or
just out for an after-

for riding anywhere is to

v see and be seen. Afterall,
you're not riding just a

motorcycle. Thisisa Harley-Davidson.® More than a

T™

machine. The 1981 Harley-Davidson Roadster

comes direct to vou from the Low Rider® tradition of

custom styling. And sends the imports running back
to the drawing board for more work.

Roadster custom styling features new pullback
buckhorn handlebars, a large 3.3 gallon tank and
a two-piece stepped seat with sissy bar, backrest
and stash p{';uf.t. There are extended front forks and
your choice of laced or 9-55::-{11{:: cast wheels. Add
staggered shorty duals and a new ribbed primary
chain cover, and the custom look is complete.

noon. But half the reason

© 1980, AMF Harley-Davidson

This year’s Roadster shines in new two-tone
metallic silver with black pinstriping. Or choose
gleaming black with red pinstriping. 'T'here are
new Harley tank graphics, too.

The way this bike moves is just as impressive as
its styling. You ride with the power of our 1000cc
V-Twin engine beneath you. I;’nthing compares to
the sound-and sensation of this Harley-Davidson
on the road.

Whatever sun you're running to, Roadster puts
you miles ahead of routine, run of the mill motor-
cycles. It opens the door to the true spirit of custom
biking. After all, Roadster is a Harley-Davidson.
That’s why it’s more than a machine.

Distributed Exclusively in Canada by:
Fred Deeley Imports Limited,
Vancouver and Toronto




The dawn of anew way toride.

It's dawn. Shafts of golden-hued sunlight streak through the
trees. Ahead of you stretches endless miles of grey ribbon
highway.

Where you're going and when you get there doesn't
matter. It's how you get there that really counts. Do it on a
Kawasaki KZ1000 CSR. The 1000 CSR putsit all together to
give you a really special ride.

It's simple. Nimble. And quick. o A
Style is slick, with a tear-drop tank, pull back bars, a3
low down seat and a fat rear tire. Poweris generated ¢ / _ £
by a proven 998 cc DOHC four with constant i i " 7
velocity carbs and tuned megaphone exhaust. / — LS o o
Superb handling comes with air adjustable /" - AN

leading axle front forks, damping adjust-

able shocks and a low CG chassis. >

Now thats performance. And you
don’t have to wait 'til dawn to try it.



