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Presenting the contender Narrowness counts, too.  only oné ﬂung"t!us‘ﬁa’cn.. S
in the 550 class. Destined to ],-:.pu 1ally when youre isn’t lean nn,ﬁndthafs Der- 3
be the new champ. countingon good handlingand formance. .,_..:"‘::’:5.,
At 405 pounds, the a rocket ride. At 19.8” the This 550 four lmder a;,f -
Yamaha Maxim 550 weighsin Maxim’s engine is only a half machmehasallthe power nf 14
lighter than the lightest 550  inch wider than our XS 400 a high perfonnanne mﬂtﬁr- Srnih
this year® And it boasts the twin, making it the narrowest  cycle. And we've given i I:ou:r w]
best power-to-weight ratio of  in its class. I'I'_H.'ISI: advanced feamresiri L
any of its competitors. But while we made the gine technology.
Maxim 550 light in weight leeYI (0 Ymnaha' i

and lean in width, we didn't  patented Induction Control
make it less. In fact, there's ystem was designed to

provide fuel efficiency while
improving mid-range




giving the Maxim 550 an
extremely low center of grav-
ity. Sit in, and you'll get the

.~ performance. How it works
~is simple. A sub-intake valve
' '_____m.sw.irls the air/fuel

charge through the combus-  feeling that everything about
* tionchamber fourtimes faster this motorcycle is where it
"dun?entiunal engines.  was meant to be.
- With ten per cent fuel savings. It has a low, laid-back
Andt re Sno moving parts  seating position thats

- Seatheightis only 29.5"  An off-set handlebar mount
LA moves the bars back closer to
RPRRER - the rider, so it’s a joy to ride.

e e -

And, jugf e -.‘ | _._‘ n i
in the rest of the family, itsa

joy to look at, too. Castalloy
spiral wheels, upswept pipes,
shapely teardrop tank, and

clean flowing lines right back

to a cast aluminum grab rail

give this 550 the Maxim looks

of another stunningly beauti-

ful motorcycle.

The all-new Yamaha
Maxim 550.Its size may make
it the perfect 550 for you to
start with. Its power will make
it more of a motorcycle to
stay with.

YAMAHA

A MAXIM 550.
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

Rear view mirror{s] standard equipmes 1L Be & epecialist Take a Candda
Safety Councill Rider Traimwng Courte. Sae your Yamaha dealsr for detally.
AN weights [dry) amd sires quoted are 3ased on 1981 wpecifeations.







No other motorcycle is
quite like a BMW. But interest- =
ingly enough,many bear acer- =
tain resemblance. Because s
some of the most sophisticated
features on modern bikes are
based on designs originally
created by BMW engineers,

In 1919 a biplane powered by a
BMW engine set the world altitude
record. The following year the engine’s
designer, Max Friz, created the “Heligs”,
a lightweight motorcycle with a horizon-
tally-opposed engine; three years later
the BMW R32 introduced shaft drive
and the fully floating axle. All three
design features are still whally valid
today. Astonishing,

Thus, charactenized by superben-
gineering, impeccable craftsmanship,
reliability, and exceptional perform-
ance, the BMW came to be recognized
as the paragon of motorcycles. The
same s true today.

In January 1981 BMW entered a
new model in the incredibly gruelling
Paris to Dakar Rally. Of 100 starters,
only 27 finished the 9,500 km course
through the Atlas Mountains, across
the Sahara and down 1o equatorial
Senegal. BMW walked away with top
honours, capturing first, fourth, and
seventh places—no mean feat for a
new model in its maiden year, The
bike was the R80 G/S, BMWS first

The RBO GIS. The liphtes! 800 ¢, buké around, it's gulsy off-road,
SEMEe and so0nd O Ehg Bighwdy .

dual-purpose machine,

Obviously, the R80 G/S is at home
in the rough. On the highway it out-
classes all dual-purpose machines. At
367 pounds dry weight the G/S is con-
siderablylighter than any other 800 cc.
bike. It's nimble and responsive—yet
solid and stable in heavy traffic. And
once it gets you to where the trails and
rugged roads stretch before you. ..
ahhh!

A major reason for this exception-
ally precise and agile handling on both
trail and highway is another BMW
innovation. Monolever suspension,
50% stronger and 4'/z pounds lighter
than conventional swinging forks, goes
a long way towards making the new
BMW R80 G/S the consummate dual-
purpose bike.

The flagship prevails.

BMW's $9,000-plus R100RT is
justly acclaimed as the world's premier
touring bike, ;

While other marques were indui-
ging in excesses of complex design,

Bavarian Motor Works, Munich, West Germany

On being the paragon.

year by year BMW was refining
the RT’s outstanding basic
design. Repudiating such frip-
pery as 4-valve cylinders, BMW
retained its horizontally-
opposed configuration. Clean
and uncomplicated, the design
is not only more reliable, it is
simple and inexpensive o service. (For
example, valve adjustment: remove the
rocker covers; two wrenches, a feeler
gauge, and it's done!)

This year the RT introduces yet
another innovation, Nivomat self-
levelling suspension maintains nding
height at a constant setting, one-up or
two, with luggage or without, on smooth
highways or rough roads, And does so
automatically.

Where some big bikes are a posi-
tive kability on anything less smooth
than the thruway, the RT takes lesser
roads in its stride. Its handling is agile,
sensitive, and predictable. One big
reason: At 478 pounds dry weight the
RT is the lightest bike in its class—in
some cases by almost 200 pounds.

Superbly comfortable and reli-
able, the R100 RT is built for riding long
and hard and fast. As though it could
g0 on forever. But its reputation as
the paragon of its world is built on
something even more rare: The BMW
character and quality, which is. ..
character and quality.

SEOOND CLASS MAIL REGCISTRATION SNUMBER 2573,
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Almost always
you read it
here first

Pig farmer
wins Daytona,
Hindle fifth in
superbike

DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla.—Dale Singleton won
his second Daytona 200 in
three years March B The
Georgia pig farmer sat back
and watched faster rivals
break down, and still fin-
ished in the record time of
one hour. 51 minutes and
15.743 seconds, an average
speed of 108253 mph (174.6
km/h). His mounl was a
TZ750 Yamaha: in fact, all
tap 9 [finishers rode
TZ750s,

Ken Roberts had his usual
Daytona jinx strike when
for the second straigh! year
his Yamaha failed on the

throttle. Last year grit blew
into the carb throats on the
grid. This yvear mechanic
Nobby Clark said he
thought an AMA oflicial
kinked a throttlecable when
measuring the diameler of
the carb restrictors.

Freddie Spencer led the
first 15 lapsonhis American
Honda F1 bike, but blew up
spectacularly on the 16th
lap after refueling. The
ather top four-stroke con-
tender. Wes Cooley, had
engine problems and retired
after running as high as
second in the early going.

Top Canadian was Ken
Botham of B.C. finishing
30th.

The superbike race was a
Yoshimura benefit, with
Wes Cooley and Graeme
Crosby on Yoshimura Suzu-
kis finishing ahead of Fred-
die Spencer on an American
Honda superbike. Fourth
went to Wayne Gardner of
Australia in his first appear-
ance at Davtona, riding a

————— e e —————

e ———— e ——

second lap with a sticking |

el

Dale Singleton won in 1979,
came second in 80 and took
his second viclory in 1981,
Moriwaki Kawasaki.

Fiflth went toveteran Can-
adian superbike racer Lang
Hindle. riding his new Can-
adian Kawasaki KZ1000 [or
the first time. Il was an
excellent finish against top
faclory teams lor Hindle
and his new bike. Also fin-
ishing well was Norm
Murphy of Don Mills, Ont..
wheo rode his Suzukito 11th
averall.

Best Canadian finizsh of
the week went to Steve Sim-
mons of Toronto, who rode
his new TZ250 to fourth in
the 250 cc novice race. The
250 expert race fell to Eddie
Lawson on the factory
Kawasaki KR250. Lawson
rode the chain-driven bike
after having practised with
a belt-drive version much of
the week.

Top Canadian was Gary
Collins of Barrie, Ont., who
finished 20th.

The supercross win wenl
to Suvzuki rider Darrell
Schultz, while Jim Adamo
won the Battle of the Twins
special race on a Leoni/Ber-
liner Ducati.

The full story of Daylona
1981 will be [eatured in the
June issue of Cyele Canada.

PSS =
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Wes Cooley led a
Yoshimura Suzuki sweep
of Daytona’s superbike race.

Touring guide for
Canadianriders
aworthwhile book

VICTORIA—A guide to
motorcycle louring in Canada,
intended to ease the path of
those heading on a provincial
or cross-couniry tour for the
first time. is available now
from a west coas! rider

Kerry Hill crossed Canada
in 1976 [rom coasl lo coasl,
and repeated the trip in 1979

' with [riend Gloria Pomeroy.

The two spent five months on
the road collecling informa.
lion on roads, routes, ealeries,
campgrounds, hazards and

| pleasures of each place they

visited. They even tell you
what bugs vou can expect to
find where.

It's wrapped up inapackage

| that lists all information by

province. Temperalures.
expected rainfall in various
months and particular road
hazards of the province are
parl of eachchapter'sinflorma-
lion.

There's also a wrap-up of

. provincial molorcycle legisla-
| tion, a list of dealers that pro-

vide help to touring riders and
an address index of tourism
oflices across the country.

e

| for
| than one. Hill picks up the

MAY 1981

We think the guide is a

|| worthwhile addition to the
| long-distance tourer's tank

bag. It can be ordered from
Kerry Hill. 313-516 DallasRd..
Victoria, B.C., V8V 1B2. Cost
is $4.95 per book, plus 50cents
stage. Il vou order more

mailing cos!.

 Licensing test
- should improve

rider skill level

TORONTO—The Ontario
Ministry of Transport is con-
sidering implementing a new
system of rider licensing lests.
Called the Motorcycle in Tral-
fic 1est, or MIT forshort. it was
developed in the LIS, by the
Motorcycle Safety Founda-
lion, a body funded by the
motorcyele manufacturers in
co-operalion with the Na-
tional Highway Trallic Safety
Administration.

Iresent testing in Onlario
consisls almost? exclusively ol
a stationary tester walching
the prospective rider doligure
Elﬂh!ﬁ |‘II'I_'HI|'|.|_! al l'll'l.l!][l"‘ ‘HII
blocks. Half the lime he's oul
ol :-:Hh.! of 1he examiner, and
the skill level required is nol
particularly high.

The MIT uses a radio
headsel that fits into the rid-
er's helmet. The examiner
sends the molorcyclist out
into traflic and follows in a
car. By radwing inslruclions
to the rider the examiner can
test his ability 10 do most
manoeuvres that may be
required in traffic. The resull
should be more highly skilled
beginning riders better ableto
cope with four-wheeled

| impediments to safle move-

;
|

menl.

Benelli to be
sold in Calgary

CALGARY —Elite Motor
Cycle is selling Benelli molor-



Benelli's fabled 900 cc six will be available in Canada in 1981.

cycles. Owner Heinz Newman |
has a 900 Sei on display, as
well as one of the exquisite
254s—a 250 cc four-cylinder |
machine. Newman says he
plans to make stock and parts |
available for the entire range.

Benelli is part of the De
Tomaso group. as is Molo
Guazi. This latest incarnation
of the Benelli six, which has
been around since 1974,
shows De Tomaso's styling
influence and has the inte-
grated braking system pio-
neered by Moto Guzs. That
system links the right front
and the rear brake 1o the foot
pedal. while the hand lever
operates only the left front
disc.

The six has a 906 cc engine
claimed to produce 80 DIN hp

al 8400 rpm using a single
overhead cam and two valves
per cylinder. Dry weight is 220

kg. A double-row drive chain |

is used., and the five-speed
transmission has a dry clutch.

Pirelli Phantom tires are [it-
ted. Top speed is claimed to be

in excess of 215 kmvh. The |
color, of course, is ltalian rac- |
| solace.

ing red. Price is a somewhal
breath-taking $8.745 FOB
Calgary. subject to change

—

fluctuations at time of import.

Dealers and riderscanreach
Newman at Elite Motor Cycle,
3915—4th St. N.E., Calgary,
Alta.. T2E 5T6, (403) 277-
7923,

- General manager

post at CMA
still unsettied

HAMILTON—=CMA gen-
eral manager Marilynn Bas.
tedo, who resigned from her

post effective Feb. 28, has |

decided to stay onuntil March
31.

CMA president John Pineo
said that a board meeting was
to have been held March 14, at
which five candidates for the
job would be interviewed and

a decision made. Cycle Can- |
ada will report on CMA's new |

general manager in the June
iSSe,

Help is at hand

for NSUowners
BERGENFIELD, N.].—

NSU owners now have some-

where to turn for help and

The NSU Owners' Register
is intended as a list of owners,

depending on exchange rate | the model and yearof thebikes

Fountain of youth touched
Ron Sale’s 1976 Gold Wing

TORONTO—Ron Sale
may have made history
with his 1976 Honda GL 1000
Gold Wing by pultling
172,543 miles (277.622
kilometres) on the bike
without a rebuild. Honda
service personnel say it's
the longes!-lived Gold Wing
they can recall seeing. and
the factory in Japan wants
to look at some of the inter-
nal parts.

Sale was featured in
Cycle Canada’s September
1980 On The Road depart-
ment. The Gold Wing hasn't
had an easy life; much of the
time it's been pulling a
trailer carrying one of Sale's
racing bikes, and it's even
hauled a small camper
trailer to Florida.

The bike was purchased
as a demo with 12,000 miles
on the odometer. Mainte-
nance consisted of changing
the oil every 12-15,000 miles
and getting the engine tuned
whenever it wouldnt pull
the trailer fast enough.

Sale brought the bike in
for a rebuild because he
thought it was aboul lime: it
was slill running quielly
and felt as strong as ever.
When the motor was opened
up it was discovered that
the main bearings were
done, but nearly every other
internal piece was still
within factory tolerances.

One bearing in particular
was really done—the bab-
bitt was worn right down lo
the copper shell. It was so
loose that the cap had loo-
sened in the journal and
wiom it out of round. This in
turn had started the crank
whipping. so it was three
thousandths out of true—
bent, in other words. Yet no
other damage was apparent.

f

! for 277,622 kilomelres

Sale was towing trailers

belore deciding 1o rebuild
his Gold Wing engine.

Pistons were still within
specs—maximum clearance
allowable is .0035 inch, and
these averaged .0022—and
the rings were original.
Rockers and camshaft lobes
looked in good enough shape
to do the same distance
again.

The water pump, which
had never been louched, was
leaking slightly into the
cases. Rick Andrews. the
mechanic whotoredownthe
engine, thinks that the coo-
lant combined with the oil to
form a compound that
attacked the babbitt in the
bearings. "It might have
gone that far again il the
pump hadnt been leaking
and contributed to the fail-
ure of the bearing. If that
main bearing hadn’t gonethe
bottom end would have been
almost like new. The other
two mains are fine, just
WioIm.

You may nol get quite the
same mileage out of your
Crold Wing, bul Sale's engine
points out the benefits of
using big. understressedand
waler-cooled engines for
touring bikes. Given proper
care, such engines could out-
last a normal owner's desire
to ride the motorcycle.
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they own and comments
about the machines. Parls
sources will be another part of
the list, and it will be updated
as often as possible.

The address of the Register
is 301 Phelps Ave.. Bergen-
field. N.).. 07621, U.S.A. The
organizers ask that yousend a
stamped, self-addressed
business-size envelope when
you wrile to join. Non-ULS5.
residents please send 18 cents
worth of postal coupons.
available at any post office.

Kawasaki's GPz1100 has
become the lirst stock bike to
break into the 10-second
quarter-mile brackel.
Gleason breaks
intothe 10s

on Kaw GPz1100

LOS ANGELES—On our
March cover we posed the
question "Will Kawasaki's
GPz1100 be the first 10-
second street stalker” Now
we can tell you the answer—
yes.

Tuesday. Feb. 3. profes-
sional drag racer Pee Wee
Gleason took a GP21100 into
the 10s with runs of 10.94
seconds at 1955 km'h and
10.97 at 194.9 kmv'h. The runs
were made at Orange County
International Raceway.

Manitoba travel
will be easier

WINNIPEG—Tourers hea-
ding to or through Manitoba
this year can get a free 273-
page book from the Manitoba
government that lists tourism
information for the province.

Parks, hunting and fishing
rules and facilities. accommo-
dation ratings. locations and
prices, radio stations, infor-
mation centres, liguor laws
and even where to find a bank
open on Saturday are all top-
ics covered by the book.

I's available for the asking
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Harley-Davidson for sale,
H-D execs bid for purchase
of only U.S. manufacturer

DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla.—Harley-Davidson is
on the block. American
Machine and Foundry,
which bought the American
motorcycle manuflacturer in
1969, plans to sell the com-
pany to a group of Harley
execulives.

Vaughn Beals Jr.. AMF
corporate vice-president
and motorcycle producls
group execulive, an-
nounced March 4 that the
group of executives had
made an offer 1o AMF to
take control of Harley-
Davidson, The offer is con-
lingen! on negolialing
financing. but Citicorp
Indusirial Credit Inc.. one
of the larges! corporate
credit institutions in the
U.S.. is reported ready to
provide funds.

AMF's acceptance of the
offer also depends on the
approval of the company’s
board of directors. Beals
said this could happen as
early as May.

Executives involved in
the offer in addition to
Beals are Charlie Thomp-
son, Harley-Davidson
president, John Davidson,
chairman of the board.
Willie G. Davidson, chiel
of styling and design,
Dave Lickerman, presi-
dent of Harley's interna-
tional operations. and
Ralph Swenson, president
of the York. Pa. plant.

AMF has been thinking
of sellingthe Harley subsi-
diary for some time. W.
Thomas York, AMF corpo-
rale vice-president, says
it's because AMF wants to
realign its internal struc-
ture so that income is
equal between the indus-
trial and leisure sales
parts of the company. At
the present time 62 per
cent of AMF's income is
from the leisure side.

Harley-Davidson is the
biggest single concern
owned by AMF, and its
growth over the past
decade has made it in-
creasingly difficult for
AMF to achieve the in-

come ratio it desires
between divisions. York
said that investmentinthe
fast-growing data-pro-
cessing and energy re-
source development fields
was high on the list of
invesiments planned with
funds from Harley's sale.

Beals said the group he
heads is ready to buy the
company because it's able
to stand on ils own now.
When AMF purchased
Harley-Davidson in 1969,
14.000 V-twins were ship-
ped. which in addition to
lightweights and snowmo-
biles grossed $49 million in
sales. In 1980 production
reached a record 50,000
motorcycles and Harley
had the biggest single share
of the over-900 cc market
with 30 per cent of about
130.000 U.S. sales. AMF
invested 87 million in mod.
ernizing the York assembly
plant in 1973, and that's
paying dividends now; H-
['s 1980 revenue was about
$300 million.

The export market is
becoming more imporlant
to Harley every year. In
1980 Japan became Har-
ley’s biggest foreign pur-
chaser, surpassing Weslt
Germany where there are
now 25 dealers.

Beals said there were
plans to broaden the pro-
duct line soon, but added
that Harley had no inter-
est in the lightweight
market. This could refer to
the rumored new touring
bike of unknown configu-
ration, and is sure torefuel
rumors of a new V-twinor
V-four designed by Porsche
for the American bike
company.

The week before the
announcement of the pur-
case offer, the Wall Street
Journal reported that Honda
was putting up money for
the takeover. Beals denied
this strenuously, insisting
that “absolutely no foreign
funds or control” were
involved. Rice. however,
was served at theannounce-

ment banquel.

by wriling Department 1130,
Travel Manitoba, Winnipeg.

Man., R3C 0VE or calling col-
lect [204) 944-3777.

SMCC exec hopes
to revive racing

MONTREAL—Sports Mo-
tor Cyele Club has elected a
new execulive, and plans to
become more active inpromol-
ing races during the 1981 sea-

| son. Incorporated in 1949, the

club has beén organizing
motarcycle sporting evenls

| since 1929,

The new executive is: Dave
Cunningham, presiclent: Mike
Coleman, vice-president; Fritz
van der Veen. secretary; Ed
Hawkes, treasurer; and Don
Sutherland, executive mem-
ber.
The club is particularly
interested in getting back into
road race organization and
hopes to revive the old St
Croix circuil belween Mont-
real and Quebec City,

Noise as music
is Yamaha theme

TORONTO—Yamaha Motor
Canada Lid. has created four
radio commercials based on
the premise that the sound of a
motorcycle is musictoarider’s
cars. One is ageneral ad forthe
corporate lineup, while the
other three concentrate on the
Seca 750, the Virage 750 and
the Maxim 550 and 650.

The sound of the bike rev-
ving in the background distin-
guishes the commercials. To
gel the noise they wanted,
engineers rented Mosport for
aday and set up double micro-
phones just less thanakilome-
tre apar! around the track.
Professional riders then circu-
lated. giving a complete range
of engine sounds.

A musical sound track is
laid over the engine sounds.
Instruments as complex as
synthesizers and vocoders
were used. Finally an an-
nouncer laid a voice-over on
top of all the effects. Yamaha's
ad agency. F.H. Hayhurst,
says some of the sound effects
were complex enough to
require synchronizing three
24-1rack sound boards.

Newsfront is edited
by Larry Tate.
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Send $3.00 for our latest 1981 catalogue
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Growing up to be
a motorcycle
mechanic

Editorial

Some issues in motorcycling are transi- |

tory, such as: When will they make alloy
rims that don’t pack with mud? Or, when
will they build a bike which has good
brakes, doesn't vibrate, and lasts longer
than 20,000 km? Those questions were
answered long ago.

Others are more enduring. Where can |
get cheap insurance: or: What do I doif my

bike gets a flat tireon —

parts man, accessories salesman, techni-
cal advisor, telephone receptionist and
public relations officer. Il he hasany spare
time, he may even beable todothe work he
was hired to perform.

Another way to leam the basics is
through acourse of study. Numerous com-
munity colleges offer evening courses in
small engine operation and repair. If
you're lucky. they

a Sunday? Bob's yer
uncle, is the usual

Getting started

may even have a
course specializing in

) . bikes.
m{?]l?: ;Emlinn which ISa SDrt of 3 While no school in
arises regularly. per- Catch-22 situation. Canada that 1 know

haps a little more so
in the spring when
the sap begins to flow. is: How can |
become a motorcycle mechanic? God
bless the people, usually young, whoask:
without trained technicians our
mechano-sport would quickly grind to a
halt.

Getting started is a sort of Catch-22
situation. You usually have to have some
experience Lo gel a job, but how do youget
that experience without having a job?
Some provinces have an apprenticeship
program in motorcycle repair. but it's
designed for mechanics already working
in bike shops. Once enrolled. you arrange
time off 1o take more advanced classroom
training at an approved school and have
your wages subsidized in the process. But
you do have to be a working mechanic in
order to qualify.

A wise man once said that experience
starts when you begin. You can learn the
principles of internal combustion from
books and magazines, as well as get an
idea of different engine designs, problems
and advantages. Bul book leaming isn't
experience.

The first step requires aninvestment of
time and money: the amounts vary,
depending on what method you choose.
The most direct way toget experienceisto
put your hands onan old heap and make it
run again. Let others know what you've
accomplished and build up a clientele of
low-budge! riders by word of mouth. You
may not even make minimum wage, but
you will have acquired anunbeatable var-
iety of first-hand experience in trouble-
shooting, improvisation, parts scroung-
ing and dealing with people.

Dealing with customers can be one of
the major frustrations of a working
mechanic’s day. The lucky wrench has a
service manager to keep ignorant owners
at bay, but in a smaller operation the
mechanic may also be a combination

of offers a full-lime

motorcycle mechanic
course oulside of the apprenticeship pro-
grams, there are several south of the
border. There's also one or more corres-
pondence schools. You can usually find
them listed in the small ads at the back of
US. bike magazines. If you choose lo
attend one and it means spending a winter
in Arizona or Florida, well. worse things
could happen.

Ask the school of your choice for the
names of graduates in your area whom
vou could talk to. If the school won't
oblige, be wary.

Sometimes you can gel afool in thedoor
early. if only temporarily, as an assembler.
Bikes usually come partly dismantled in
the crate; when the sales rush hits in the
spring, there is often more assembly work
to do than mechanics on staff to doit. You
might find vour local shop needing your
services for afew evenings and weekends.

Once you've paid a few dues. learned
the basics and got a job. you're set for a
vocation which is interesting and reward-
ing for the first few years, evenif youdon't
get rich at it. However, when the novelty
has worn off, many ambitious mechanics
tire of the routine, of off-secason layoffs, of
working Saturdays and of having tlo
drudge away at what they had first and
foremost loved as a hobby.

By their late twenties. they start drift-
ing away. perhaps to try running their
own shop, to enter other skilled trades or
to complete theireducation and train for a
new career. If motorcycling is still in their
blood, theyll then say that alter years
they can enjoy bikes once again.

Those who don’t drift away will form
the backbone of the business for years to
come, augmented as always by the avid
young kids who come after them, looking
for a way to become totally involved with

motorcycles.
T — John Cooper
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@ Dunlop designs tires
DUNLOP for Motocross/Enduro

Dunlop’s record speaks for
itself. Last year Dunlop
molocross tires powered
motorcycles to more firsts,
more seconds and more
thirds than all other tires
combined. And because no
single tire can give oplimum
performance in all track
conditions, Dunlop offers o
full ronge of race-proven
tires for all types of cycles
and condilions.
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the middle of a northern winter you get to Carl Bastedo
. e Mike Dull
jet to southern California to road test the Marlow Rankin
newest motorcycles under the sun. And a Thom Tyre
fringe beneflit of that fringe benefit is CONTRIBUTORS
having to work with professionals like | British Columbia: Ed Ap1,
Sakatchewan: Dernyl .'l'll.nihh. Cole

Robin Riggs, Danny Coe and Dehbie
Evans Leavitl.
Robin is the consummate artisl whose

Srrul'm Arl Turner; Ontars: Colin Fraser,
Jamieson, Bill Petro: Quebec: Pierre Rene
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last three covers, as wellasthisone, andin Georgs Kolesnikovs

all of our recent tests conducled in ART DIRECTOR

California, including the Yamaha Seca John Bullock

and Kawasaki 440 in this issue. PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Danny is the superb rider who has been | Ann Marie Tosoni

featured in most of Robin's photography. | ART ASSISTANT

mos! sirikingly on the Yamaha RD350 in | Robin Riggs. Danny Coe (broom) and Giselle Sabatini

the last issue. Jean-Pierre Belmonte prepare to shoot. MARKETING DIRECTOR
And Debbie is the perfect replica of the | Rick Dixon :

perfect girl next door. But as Assistant | (G5750. nding it on the left pipes and lilt- |, ‘Si.:ﬁfm-nﬂ{]lkhlﬂﬂ

Editor Larry Tate and Associate Editor | ing the rear wheel off the ground with | ;:LM ,I-E.IEE'::EE‘Q'I‘ ATIVE

Jean-Pierre Belmonte discovered during | applications of throttle.” | Dena Kovshall =

the shooting of the KZ340 test phﬂll‘.'l- You could see Danny grinning to him- CIRCULATION MANACER

graphy. she is much more than just a | sell behind the visor as he played his | Jim Bartko

pretty face. 10/10ths game. He wasnl showing offl, | CIRCULATION
*Jean-Pierre told me not 1o make eyes at | but just doing his job. And whenever Lhe netle Gaudel

her because, one, sheismarried. two,hasa | time came for a break, he would pull of his o¢ Rolling

young son, and, three, can ride circles | helmet and announce: “Man, this is fun.” | ﬁeﬁlﬁa‘h

around me,” recalls Larry. “All quite true. Devoted readers of the masthead ;

alas.”

Debbie, vou see, is a stunt rider for
television and the films. now retired from
trials competition.

Robin and Danny work together well.
Robin organizes the shooting and pro-
vides the needle-sharp photography.
Danny does the derring-do. The secre! is
Danny's ability to perform consistently
and precisely on that onespol on the pave-

men! where Robin can ge! the mosi |

dynamic shot.

jean-Pierre says that Robin's first love |
is film but he prelers photography |

because it enables him to have great
control of his own work. As Robin
explained it:“The thing that makes photo-
graphy worthwhile for me is just staring
through the viewfinder of a 35-mm
camera and making pictures out of what's
there.”

Making those pictures is casier when
vou have Danny hitling the exacl same
piece of pavement at the exact same atti-
tude on every single pass.

“His control is amazing.” says Lamry.
“He was literally dirt-tracking the Suzuki
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proper will have noticed a change in the
associate-edilor category: Christina
Montgomery's name appears in place of
Jim Colbert's.

Chris has succeeded Jim as editor of

e .

Motoreyele Dealer & Trode, thetrade jour- |

nal published by Brave Beaver Press-
works, and has taken over some Cyele
Canaila responsibilities as well. Chnis, 26
and the vwner of a Suzuk: TS 185, willedit
the Readers Wrile section. the CMA page
and Mike Dull's column, and administer
our reader-lo-reader service, Molopinion.
She has worked as a writer and editor
since starting her journalistic career al
The Review in Miagara Falls, Ont.. the
daily a1 which | also cut my reporting

teeth, as did M'I”}I I..l"l.'l"qu.l.t- the Advertising policy: Weespaot alladvertiped goods

publisher of this magazine,

Well miss Jim Colbert around here, as
much for his strange sense of humorasfor
his preposterous sense of oulrage. The
last time we saw him he was fliring up his
Honda CX500 o head down to Daytonalo
catch the races and then totourthe Florida
Kevs while contemplating his future.

—~(eorgs Kolesnikovs
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TWO DIFFERENT COMPLAINTS
ADVANCED AGAINST THE

TREND TO TURBOS

Turbos too fast, or
just not necessary?

I strongly believe that putting turbos on
bikes, especially the larger models, only
encourages the fools to go faster. when
they are going too fast now. Pulting tur-
bos on 1000s and 11008 willcreateanarmy
of Kamikaze nuts who willbeahazard not
only to themselves butl to motorists and
other sane bikers.

The number and severity of turbo
crashes will be astronomical and terribly
messy. More siringent and restriclive
laws will result. With so much traflic on
the roads, the turbochargers are just loo
dangerous to ride safely. Let the aircralt
have that kind of stufl, where there are
trained personnel to handle it and room to
navigate.

I like your new Cycle Canada format
very much. Keep up the good work, and
keep on stressing safety habits, and slow
down. Helmets can't do it all themselves!

Gordon Kennedy
Prince Albert, Sask.

In the March issue Technics article you
conclude your comments on the Yamaha
X51100 turbo by stating “The stock
X51100 motor produces a solid 95 hp,
however. so if you guessed at something
like 130 hp with a reasonable seven
pounds of boost you'd likely beclose.” You
mention also that the Japanese can’t de-
liver the goods until 1982,

Well, for those still in the dark about
true breeds of crotch rockets, stick your
peepers on the soon-lo-be-released
Taglioni-designed Ducati fours, complete
with the legendary Duke handling, water
cooling. impeccable styling and with 141
hp to boot! Available in the summer of
1981.

Turbos..who needs them? Take that, O
land o' the setting sun!

S. Gadson
Bradiord, Ont.

Safety message vital
even for experienced

Making Mistakes in the March 1981
issue was excellent. We need morcarticles
like that — wrillen in a lighter vein,
sprinkled with humor but getting the
safety message across. Readers don’t fee)
they've been given a lecture and with luck
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will retain something from the article that
may preveni an accident,

S-Lii'rlv_..r canno! be stressed enough, espe-
cially for the novice or young rider. The
Canada Safety Council motorcycle train-
ing course is an excellent example. lam 42
years old and took the course as a
refresher because | had been away from
riding since my carly twenties.

The course was [un and interesting. but |

mos! important, it taught people to be
better riders. If only we could get the
course incorporated as a prerequisitefor a
molorcycle riding licence and do away
with the farce they use for a test now,
lan Cameron
Guelph, Ont.

Dealers who make house
calls worth an article

Thank you for the excellent article on
Dave Hanniganin the Marchissue.Heis a
super molorcyclist’'s motorcyclist,an hon-
es! dealer and above all a [ine person.

| for one am glad to see him get this
exposure. He'd never blow his own horn.

| know there areother fine dealers, but |
speak from experience on this one. He
even made a house call to help me sort oul
some problems with my BM.

Could we have more profiles like this?

Bryan Ridley
Oakville, Ont.

Reader used his Z-1R
for physical therapy

I am very impressed with the new for-
mat of your magazine. It brings Cycle
Canada up toor above American publish-

rEm— e e cm m—— e E—

|
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|
|

!

?

ing standards. It scems to me that your
stall is always one step ahead of the U.S.
magazines.

Motorcycles have been a part of my life
for 10 0r 12 years now. Without the bikes |
wouldn't be anywhere near where | am
today, because bike riding has been a part
of therapy for me.

| had been physically handicapped in
one leg and one arm to the point of near
uselessness. Bul now | am about 95 per
cent recovered.

| am not a very big person, only 54 kg.
but | am fully capable of riding my present
bike, a 1978 KZ1000 Z-1R. Many people
think I'm crazy to ride, but | love it. The
Z- 1R is my 10th bikeinalist fromaHonda
CT70 to a Z-1toan 850 Le Mans—which |
regret selling!=to the Z-1R.

I will be a Cycle Canada reader for a
long time to come. Keep up the good work.

Norm Laberge
Montreal

Complaints about Harley
controls a size problem

I'm a Harley rider. and have no trouble
reaching the horn and starter buttons on
my bike. Perhaps | have longer lingers
than the person who tested the Sportster
in your February issue, but | think the
controls are the best in the market.

I also find the turn signals easy looper-
ate, even when clutching or braking.

Dave Strachan
Miniota, Man.

Leverage is the key to
solving effort problems

I have an idea for Rowland Smith, who
wrole in your December issue asking for
an casier way to use his clutch. Simply
replace the cluich acluating arm on the
engine with a longer one. This will pro-
vide more leverage and reduce the effort.

Although this may not sound too effec-
tive, il is the technique used by the
Yamaha [actory riders in the US.

Charles Stuart
Kelowna, BC.
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Conflicting goals set tire design

TEGHNIGS

Beads, carcasses and treads

are all that are between
you and the pavement

o ———— it

FESEEE

Quick! Name a motorcycle accessory
that's round and black, has a large hole in
the middle and is much abused and little
understood.

The answer is nol the throttle grip.
We're talking about tires, probably the
single most important safety-related
component on your bike.

The reason there are $0 many types of
tire is that there are so many dilferent
demands made of a tire. Engincers
respond by building tires that arebetter at
one facel of performance than another,
What are some of the basic criteria for tire
design?

How about thisone forstarters: The tire
musl it on the bike. This may sound self-
eviden! and elementary. but that's where
the engineer has to start. The tire
envelope—the space available for the
tire—must be filled without danger of the
tire fouling on any partof the bikeeither at
rest or al speed.

What characteristics should the perfect
tire have once it fits? The list would read
something like this: Cet good mileage,
have excellent wet and dry traction,
provide good handling and cornering
characteristics. have total straight-line
stability at all speeds, give a comfortable
ride. have a high load-carrying capacity.
be lightweight, have good punclure
resistance and cost about as much perkilo
as a head of lettuce.

Making the list is casy. but building this
perfect tire is considerably more difficult.
In this less than perfect world, several of
our perfect design features conflict with
each other. For example, generaily
speaking. a tire which lasts a long time
will not deliver oplimum traction. A lire
known for its excellent handling
characteristics will not oftenbe lauded for

its comfortable ride. Acomlortable.cushy |

tire may lack high speed and load-
carrying capability.

Analyzing the make-up of a tire will
help you understand why some of these

o ——

lim Allen works for Dunlop Tire ond
Rubber Corp. in Buffolo, N.Y.. as tire test
co-ordinator of the motorcycle tire devel-
opment department. A nativeof Oshawa,
Ont., he was Canadian road recing chom-
pion in 1973 and 1977.
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The tire bead is the bundle of wires
slicking out of the tire cross-section. The
carcass is the layer ol four belts with
strands running in alternating directions.

properties conflict with one another. A
tire consists of three components—the
beads. the carcass and the tread. The
beads are two hoop-like structuresofhigh
tensile-strength steel wire around the
tire's outer . The carcass is a fabric
and rubber sandwich in which thousands
of individual cords of material are
arranged so that they wrap around the
beads and cross on an angle [rom one side
of the tire 1o the other. The tread is that
part of the tire visible from outside. the
rubber coat that covers the interior.

The beads position the rest of the tire so
that the carcass and tread can do their
jobs. They do this by gripping the wheel
rim. The term bead compressionisused o
describe the ability of the tire to grip the
rim. Beads are strong=—a single strand of

- bead wire has a tensile strength of more

than 136 kg. and motorcycle bead bundles

. used. Each has ph

commonly have as many as 12 or 16 of
these wires. Think about that the next
time you're lrying to out-muscle a tire
when you should be trying to outsmart it.

The carcass is the heart of the tire. ts

: design dictates virtually every perfor-
- mance characteristic of your tire. Stran-

gely, there are very few hard and fast rules
in carcass design. This is because of the
many variables with which the tire engi-
neer is confronted.

As one example, consider the carcass

| [abrics available. Nylon, rayon. polyester,

fibreglass and Kevlar are all commonly
ical properties=that

create diflerent ormance from the tire.

. Fibreglass is light and relatively inexpen-

sive. It bonds well with rubber and is

' easily processed in manulacturing. How-

ever. although it is strongintension it does

- not take well 1o being flexed or bent. A
' tire sidewall flexes in and out as it rolls

and as weight is applied to and released
from each spot on thetire. Atire obviously
sces many flex cycles in its life, so fibre-

- glass is a poor choice for carcass plies.

However, some lires have fabric belts
under the tread. lying in a circumferential
path around the tire. They see little flex
compared to the sidewall. The cords of
these belts are in tension moreoftenandto
a greater extent than are individual side-
wall cords. Fibreglass likes to live in ten-

| sion, so it's a good cholce for these belts.

Carcass ply material is created by
squeezing a rubber skim stock into,
around and over braided strands of the
selected fabric. It makes a kind of sand-
wich in which the fabric is the peanut
butter and the skim stock is the bread.
Generally, there are 20 to 30 individual
fabric strands per inch of ply material.
When the tire is built, two, three, four or
even six of these plies are laid over each
other to offer reinforcement and extra
strength to the finished tire.

The bias angle of the fabric strands of
the carcass plies is one of the casiest
things the engineer must decide. Bias
angle is the angle at which the fabric
strands cross the centre line of the tire.

| Low carcass angles vield good high speed

characteristics and a firm ride, while
higher angles deliver compliant, soft-
riding tires capable of lower speeds. Road
racing tires might have carcass angles in
the vicinity of 25-26 degrees, while those



for lightweight commuter bikes might be
30-32 degrees.,

No matter how well designed the car
cass may be, it's of no value without a
tread wrapped around i

No matter how much some of us would
like it 1o be so, the real world is not a road
race course. Road surfaces sometimes gel
dirty and sometimes are wetl, The job ol
the tread pattern is to get rid of anything
which might interfere with the traction
between rubber and road.

Usually, that means getling rid ol
waler. Eliminating water from thecontact
patch is most easily done by using a very
open iread pattern, whichcreatesasquee
gee effect, but this leads to yel another
problem requiring compromise. Open
tread patterns wear much more rapidly
than those which retain a high “land to
sea ralio.

A well-designed tread pallern i1s one
whichis able to move water fromthefront
of the contac! patch to the rear and sides
while still allow Lnj.:-i.'nl.ﬂl-:l».'.]“- rubber locon-
tact the road that oplimum traction and
mileage are retained.

That, then, is your basic liré recipe—a
umpfl' of wire beads, three or four rubber
and fabric ply sandwiches stacked on top
of one anolther and a nice lopping of read
rubber.

Just as you must maintain proper oil
préessure In your engine, il 18 imporiant
that you maintain propér air préssure in
your tires. The air tensions the individual
{abric strands of the carcass so thatl they
can carry the weight of your bike. Low
pressures can result in excess carcass flex
and subsequent heat build-up. Prolonged
high temperatures in any tire will cause
breakdown of the [abric-to-skim stock
bond or of the tread rubber-lo-carcass
bond, which will quickly lead to total
destruction of the tire,

You should understand as well that itis
important that you select your lires with
an eye 1o the type of riding you intend. An
expensive tire capable of high speeds
because of its low bias angle and light
tread gauge will be wasted on a bike used
for commuting to work in the city.

Think about your riding style, your bike
and its accessories before you choose a
tire. Look at price. certainly. bul
remember thal if you don’t buy what you
really need, you could end up paying for
what !.'EIIII'[:I!:'IIr:l.l':d'l O

Supcrd German Designs, rader tosted for stross and
redesigned to porfection, leathérs in the Hen Georicka Col
lection have no ogual. Vot dywng and tumble dryng mean
scul! resistance and supplencss 1o st a Metime, Magpor
stross aroas ano double stitchod and bar Wacked. Exira pad-
ding ond keather covered spandex pands are strategealy
placed for comfort and protection. The 15% 1o 18° rotation
of seeve attachment means you don't have to fight the
leather as you ride., Tho Hein Gericke Collection & the
ultimate biend of styld dictated by redinig habit and th loox
of classic European Design. Compare these kathers with
any competitive product. Discover for yourset! that Hen
Goricke Loathers ara more than comfor and proléection,
Thiry'rs 80 investmant i stybe and guality.

Leather Collection

Enchgtn Cangdann e i

Margoats Mark Corporatien, Tarsals - Vsl g
e rearen (Margquette
Head Ofce T4l Stosiciie Bd. W, Maratam | Toroedn ), Datang

Telwphond. (416) 45959650 Telen . - PRE5L10

motocross specialties

1441 KINGSWAY, VANCOUVER. B.C. V5N 2R6
TELEPHOME (604) a73-4554

CANADIAN MX HEADQUARTERS
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MOTO - X FOX OURY GRIPS HALLMAN RACING
ANSWER PRODUCTS GOOKINAID E.R.G. DG PERFORMANCE
SUNLINE MAICO MOTORCYCLES SPECIALTIES

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED SEND 5300 FOR EXCITING NEW
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FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE 1981 CATALOG AND STICKERS !
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Four ferry trlps sploe a great tour

Sunshme Coast varies from

retirement cottages to
giant pulp mills

B_y_ Qaw_.ri_d Haljkinsnn

For a short tour through south-weslern
B.C. you cant do belter than travel the
Sunshine Coast, the area lying along the
east shore of the Strait of Georgia roughly
between Powell River in the north and
Vancouver in the south.

We started our trip from Victoria on
Vancouver Island, planning an easy two-
day tour of 550 kilometres. ideal for a
weekend ouling.

Moving north along the Island’s east
coast. we climbed into the mountains
along a stretch of road known as the Mala-
hat Highway. This is a fun section that

begs peg-dragging. But walch for the
Mounties, as they've been knowntocruise

the area taking pictures.

The road runs through Duncan, Lady-
smilh and Nanaimo. The B(. Ferry Corpo-
ralion operates regular service out of
Nanaimo to Horseshoe Bay north of Van-
couver, bul to gel to the Sunshine Coast
you must travel further north to Comox,
where you catch a ferry to Powell River.

North of Nanaimo, small communities
dot the coastline. Many retired folk live
there. but the population swells in
summer months withan influx of tourists
from other parts of Canada and from the
United States.

Courtenay is the big community up
Island. Comox is just a short hop east.
This is a military town, with much of its
revenue coming from the Canadian Forces
Base located nearby. You're often able to
hear and feel power that would make the
most ardent racing fan take notice as CFB
personnel practise airport approaches in
Argus aircraft,

The ferry across Ceorgia Strait takes
just more than an hour. As is standard
practice on the B.C. ferry system, motor-
cyclists load and unload first.

Nearing Powell River we passed Tex-
ada Island, where a community of 1,000
flourished long before Powell River was
founded. The island was rich in gold.
copper and iron at a time when gold fever
ran rampant. Now maost of the mining is
finished and Texada is a rural setling of

David Honkinson is @ Victoria-based
journalist who mizydiu:idﬁd to
forsake the mellow Island life to move
back to the Vancouver mainland.
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Gibson's Landing, north of Vancouver, is
site of lilming lor TV series Beach-
combers. Visitors can meet show per-
sonnel, including star Bruno Gerussi,

hidden farms. beautiful bays and wild
forested mountains.

Powell River was founded in 1880. It's
named after Dr. Israel Wood Powell,
Indian Commissioner for BC. from 1872
to 1889. At the turnof thecenturythetown
was populated by Indians and the
emplovees of a handful of logging
COmpanies.

In 1908 the Brooks-Scanlon Lumber
Company of Minnesota discovered the
vast timber resources of the area. To go
with the timber, there's a deep. sheltered
harbor. a tremendous power source in
Powell Lake and no competition west of
the Great Lakes. The Powell River Paper
Company was formed.

During World War [l the plant was con-
verted to produce sections of aircraft as
well as pulp and paper. Overthe 100 years
the mill has grown to house 10 paper
machines.

In 1959 the plant was sold to
MacMillan-Bloedel. It isstillthe mainstay
of thecommunity’s workforce, whichsup-
ports a population grown to more than
22,000,

I should tell you about Willingdon
Beach campsite, agreat placetostay inthe
area. It has accommodation for trailers
and tents, all necessary hook-ups, show-
ers, laundromat facilities, barbecues and
fire pits. It is situated on eight beautiful
acres on the shore of the Strait. Jim Wood-
ward runs the place and goes out of his
way to make bikers welcome as long as

you play it straight.

Thirty-five kilometres south of Powell

. River we boarded the Queen of Powell

River for a 50-minute ride across Jervis
Inlet to Earl’s Cove, The scenery is breath-
taking, like what you might expect to see
crossing the [jords of Norway.

Riding south again you pass through
resorl communilies with intriguing

' names like Madeira Park, Secret Cove.

Welcome Beach and Smuggler's Cove.
Gibson’s Landing. across Howe Sound
from Horseshoe Bay. was a high point of

| the trip. It is there that the popular televi-

sion series Boachcombers has been filmed
for more than 10 years.

The show's execulive producer Hugh
Heard. location production manager Mauy-
rice Moses and series star Bruno Gerussi
were very helpful. Moses spoke with
pride of the fact the show is seen in 47
countries on four continents, and that the
local Chamber of Commerce runs its own
ferry service from North Vancouver to
handle the load of tourists from all over
the world who traipse into the area each
SUMMET.

Easl of Gibson's we caught our third
ferry in twodays, the Queenof New West-
minster. which took us from Langdale
across Howe Sound to Horseshoe Bay.
Within an hour we were humming along
the Upper Levels Highway into West Van-
couver. Perched way up in the hills, it's
hard to keep your eyes on the road as
CGreater Vancouver stretches out below.

Wecrossed Lion’s Gate bridge into Van-
couver's Stanley Park. The bridge has an
interesting history, having been built
with private money from the Guiness
family because it was the only way they
could get to all the property they owned in
carly West Vancouver. After selling their
family holdings—adding considerably to
the family fortune—they sold the bridge
to the City of Vancouver.

To try telling you what to do and see in
Vancouver is another story initsell. How.
ever, no trip would be complete without a
lock at Stanley and Queen Elizabeth
Parks, a trip through Gastownand maybe
a ride up Grouse Mountain,

As ever, the trip was over all too soon.
We headed south from Vancouver to
Tsawwassen to catch our fourth ferry of
the trip, this one back across Georgia
Strait to Swartz Bay. Then it was south
along the Pat Bay highway to Victoriaand
home. 0
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Take the guesswork out of buying

E‘? RAEY ff‘? DTRYY
",.",‘L ,. PR o

Why nul pick up the phone

before you spend your

hard-earned cash?

Motopinion enables riders to exchange
useful information about motorcycles.
Here's how it works.

Cycle Canada collects names and tele-
phone numbers of motorcycle owners wil-
ling totalk about their machines. Thenwe
publish the list shown.

If you want information about a motor-

cycle listed, you telephone Cycle Canada |

al [416) 977-6318 or wrile to us at 200
Jarvis St., Toronto, Ont.. M5B 2C5, and
we'll put you in touch with an owner.

If you're keen to talk about yourmotor-
cycle, please complete the formand mailit
Iu Cycle Canada.

In order not toinadvertently encourage
thieves. we want only your first name for
MOTOPINION.

This is a Cycle Canada reader-to-reader
service and the publication is in no way
connecled with, or responsible for. opin-
ions provided by owners.

AJS
500, Stormer

Alouette
AX125

Ariel
All models

Benelli
Tornado 650

BMW
R100RS, R100RT, R100/7, R75/5, R60/6,
R60/7

BSA

A75 Rocket 111, A65 Lightning, A65T
Thunderbolt, A10, B34VS, B50SS,
B25SS, Gold Star

Bultaco
Sherpa T, Metralla, Alpina 350

Can-Am
Qualifier 370, 250, 175, 250 T'NT.
250MXS, MX125

CZ/Jawa
ISDT

Dnepr
650

Ducati
90055, 900 Darmah, 860 GTS, 750 Sport,
750 GT. 350 Sport Desmo, 250, 160 |r

Harley-Davidson
45 Servicar, |D. FX, FXE FXS. 74
sidevalve, VL. X1LS

Hercules/DKW
Boondocker 125

Honda

GL1100 Interstate, CBX, GL1100,
GL1000, CB200C. CB750K. CB750L.
CB750F, CB750A, CB&50, X500,
CB550F, CX500, CB500T, CB500K,
CB450, Hawk. CB400F, CB360T, E]ﬂﬁﬂT ;
CB350F, CB350T, TL250, X1L250S,
M85, C0D175, MR175, TL125, SL125,
CB125. XL.100, S90, XR75

Kawasaki
KZ1300, KZ1000, Z-1R. Z-1R Turbo,

Bridgestone KZ1000LTD, KZ900, 750H2, KZ750,
350GTR KZ650, KZ650 Custom, W2-650, 500H-1,
MAKE MODEL YEAR

CITY PROVINCE

FIRST NAME

TELEPHONE NUMBER AREA CODE

Please mail to Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis St..
Toronto, Ont., M5B 2Cs
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40053, 35052, KD175, KD125, KE125,
10004

Laverda
1000, 750 SFC

Matchless
650

Montesa
247 Cota,. 348 Cota

Moto Guzzi
SP1000, V1000 Conver!, Le Mans, 850T,
V7 Sport, Interceplor 750

Nimbus
All models

Norton
850 11 |PN, Combat, Combat Roadster,

i Commando, Atlas

NSU
Max

Royal Enfield

Interceplor 750

Sidecars
Dnepr, Velorex

Suzuki

51000, GS850, GS750F. GS750C,
CS750L. GT750, RES, GS550E, GS550L,
GT550, T500, GS400C, RM250N, TS-
185, PE175, RM125C, TC125, RM100B,
RM 100N, DS100, T20

Triumph

Trident, Bonneville, Trophy 650, Day-
tona 500, TR25W, T140E. T100R. T100C,
Trophy 250

Velocette
Thruxton, Venom Clubman, Viper 350

Vincent
Comet

Volkswagen
Trike

Yamaha

XS Eleven, XS7502D, XS7S0E, TX750,
XS7505F, XS6505E, XS500, SRS00E,
SR500F, XT500, TTS00, RIM00, XS400E,
RD350, YZ250F, TY250, DT1-B, IT175,
YZ125D, YZ100E, Y ZB80F.



WINDJAMMER V
VETTERLEADS THE WAY

Vetter designed Windjammer V to be the best touring falring that experience and high
technology can create.
Examine It carefully.

Consider the finish, quality of materials and attentlon to detalls. Compare the standard
features Vetter provides — like the new headlight mask, complete with high-intensity Bosch
Quartz-Halogen 60-55 watt headlight.

Compare it against those who are contentto merely follow.
Then make your declsion.
Windjammer V.
Vetter sends you further into the touring lead.
VETTER OWNERS RALLY.

THE SECOND VETTER OWNERS RALLY WILL BEEHELD ATLORETTALYNN'S
DUDE RANCH IN TENNESSEE, AUG. 11 - 15/81.

CONTACT MARQUETTE FOR DETAILS.

Canadlan Distributor:
e —

Toronto - Venoouwer.

AJl mall P.O. Bax 3450, Don Milla, Ontario MIC ITY.

Head Office 1144 Steslcate Road W., Markham, Ontario
Tel: [416) 4959650, Telex: 0&-TE&I5Y,




YAMAHA REDESIGNS THE

MONOSHOCK, SUZUKI
PLANS TURBOS

Yamaha works motocross
bikes get new back end

Yamaha has developed a new rear sus-
pension syslem for ils work moto-
crossers. The shock absorber is still
mounted under the seat and tank, but the
rear is mounted much lower than in cur-
rent production models. The shock itself
iz also smaller. and a large remote reser-
voir is mounted on the fron! downtube.

Biggest change is to the swingarm,
which now isstraight ratherthantriangu-
lated. It acts on the shock through a lever
and short rods to transfer the swingarm's
verlical movement into the nearly-
horizontal direction of the shock action.

The new systemwas {irst seenin Febru-
tl[!. on [hll"‘ e l.,'IF]lI"H l:]i‘lh'!«i LI: Lt', le!‘l!fn E:Il'!.

Andre Vromans ina Belgian national race.

Thought to be a 498, it uses a mechanical
power valve like those on the TZ500 and
TZ250 road racers. A waler-cooled ver-
sion of the motor is being developed. and
the team is experimenting with three- and
four-speed gearboxes. Open-class team
leader Hakan Carlgvist has already
expressed apreference lorthethreespeed.

Gerrit Wolsink moves to Honda,

Suzuki riders move to
Honda, KTM for 1981

GCerrit Wolsink., former Suzukistarwho
raced for Maico in the 1980 motocross
season, has lell the CGerman team lo pro-
mole a Honda ride. He waon't be on the
factory team, bul will be backed by the
European distribulor and hopes 1o have
the latest equipment from the [aclory

The live-time LS. grand prix winner is
reported (o have said “T've died and gone
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Moto Martin builds image machines that are impressive in looks and lunction.

toheaven afterhisfirst ride on the CR450. |

Another former Suzuki rider. Gerard
Rond. has joined KTM for the 1981 season
The bike is rumored to be a 495 with a
l L] L -
monoshock and disc brakes

Moto Martin kit copies

endurance racer style

Moto Martin isa French specialty frame
manufacturer. Like Bimola in Ialy. the
company slarts with someone
engine and wraps a chassis and fibreglass
around it to create something Lele tal

FisE 5

TR mme s c———

The wild GS1100S previewed in the

| January issue of CycleCanadaisone. Thal

The kit for GS1000 Suzuki and KZ1000 |

Kawasaki engines uses a tubular frame
with a cantilever single-shock rear end.
Up fron! is Moto Martin's own fork. using

¥

The endurance-racer-like [airing has |
wo quartz-halogen lamps fitted, while a |

Juck-tail spoiler on the rear [m-:'.j. sechion
ensures the owner of being up with the
latest stivie

Suzuki set to spring

turbos for 1982 season
Between Honda's Pro-Links.

Kavasakrs GPrs and Yamahas nearls

everyvthing. Suzeki has been sort of left at

FEE Y

the gate in the 1981 new-model SWEEp
stakes, with only the 830 toof ler. Wail 13l

198L sav company sPOKESmen

bike, 1o be tesled soon in Cycle Canada,
will spearhead a lineup of many, many
new models, Suzuki is saying to its deal-
¢rs. Three of those models will be
equipped with turbos., so Suzuki may
even win the much-heralded race
between Honda and Yamaha to produce a
turbo street hike.

Bimota frame buider,
SWM team up for GPs

Bimota and SWM have announced an
agreement to co-operale in building a 250
ce road racing GP bike. Bimota will pro-
vide the frame, while S\WM will provide
the engine.

Bimotais best-knownon this sideol the
Atlantic lorits rame kits for big Japanese
sireel bikes, bul has been active 1n build-
ing chassis for GP road racers as well,
including that of 1980350 cc world cham-
piton Jon Ekerold.

SWM builds enduro and molocross
machinery and has [SDT victories in both
Silver Vase and Trophy competition toits
credil. The company plans to buy inline
iwing [rom Rotax in Ausiria and modily
fl'.l'.!'. L0 EDS OAW % :f:i;ll:-ln.

There will be only one Bimota-SWM
campaigned. It will be ridden by [talian
Loris Reggiani. in his first bid for a world
championship D
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- Yamaha
750 Seca

MNever has there been a bike B the 750
Seca. Mo ather 750 comes close o
s st of features. And no other

mhﬁ designed expressly for the
The Seca stands alone.

| Visualy s unique, with a blend of
café and bouleverd styling never
seen before. Technically, it knodks the
anti-drive front forks, Z
mﬂﬂnﬂu‘tmg
| power ansmission.
' Electronically nothing else is
close. Seca's computerized function
monlor panel continuously checks the
Htl;ﬂ functions and lets you know at
once § something aay.
Smm?ﬁﬂhmuhdﬂmﬂht
very best.
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f—— - - — Custum Fumlture
Sealand checkpoint & Marine
‘ Recreation We canry the entire street and | Western Manstoba' s
Your Morthemn Yarmaha dosler offroad Yamaha line. . largest Yarmisha dealer
' 2250 Second Ave. ¥ Moray Wlﬁlﬂr | 90120427
i Whaehorse, Yukon Tamtones | Pont BC. Pas | Baox 562,
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LEAMINGTON, ONT. '- e

e

Cycle Sport BB CYSLE  Brooklin nge
< B misiorisiia Now2locations | Clinic
e Largei eiblesonke T l 6' ,_r . . - Yamaha snowmobiles and motorcycles
* Yamaho RR. “1 Bienheim, Ont Cyfinder crankshaft rebuilding,
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Barrie, Ont. LaN 4E | 47 W. Leamington,
(705) THETT ‘ Ont. (519) 3351995 ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁm
| KINCARDINE, ONT. HJTCHE.HEE I!Z:!I‘*~IT LOMNDON, ONT.
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SUPERTAFF | Kitchener Yomalia :iw INGLIS CYCLE
Racing Complcte seles, senvice, pars #. CENTER
“Your One Stop Race Shop” “Friendly, dependable people™ “Qur deals will put you on wheels™
RDs in stock | 2295 Kingsway Dr. 3051 Osler, Hwy. 100 and Dundas
Hwy. 21 N. Kincardine, Ont. NOG 2G0 | Kitchener, Ont N2C 1A3 ' London, Ont. K2
(519) 3967233 (519) 7425341 B - (519)4553840
TECUMSEH, OHT T TORONTO, ONT. | EATHURST N.B.
3 paaa ﬂM ;.l?l.rlll. he— | Lockharts Cycle
We sell and senvioe Yamaha
qrul. ﬂm Tm&wﬂt;;mm Immediate senice for touring riders!
310 Patilo Rd “Never Knowingly Undersold® ‘ do ol
Tecurmseh, Ont. RN 2.9 1971 Yonge St Eﬂl':.ﬂ:.ﬁ Mhﬁj’
(519) 7273567 (16) 482 )
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TEST | YAMAHA XJ750 SECA

THE FUTURE IS NOW

If you appreciate technological
treats, you'll love the 750 Seca.

amaha is oult to be No. 1.
That's all vou need to
know to undnsland the
company's advertising
media blitz and unbe-
lievable investment in
new models and technology
designed to wean the rider—
every rider—away from
every other molorcy cle com-
pany. If you can't find a
motorcycle you want in the
‘t’.imahallneup for 1981, odds
are you won't be able to find
one anywhere,

The selection of street
bikes alone is mind-boggling.
One cylinder or two, or three
or four. Chain drive or shafl
drive. Inline or V-twin. -
Two- stroke or four-
stroke. Out of all
that mass of

bikes many







XJ750 SECA

are new lor 1981. The 550 Seca four. The
RD350 two-stroke twin, The Virago and
XV920 V-Awins

And the most stunningly beautiful,
gadget-ridden, futluristic motorcycle ever
offered for sale to a shell-shocked public,
the X]750 Seca.

If you get the impression that we were
impressed by the Seca, you're righl. It's
umpressive. all right—impressive in its
aAppearance, in ils performance, inits com-
fort and in its lechnology. Yamaha has
certainly proved that il takes a back seat
o !'I:I|JI'H:E:.. when it comes to CNPINGErINg.

The company’s first crack at a 750 lour-
stroke four to 0 head-1o-head with the
other manulacturers is an example in
many ways of how things will be through
the Eighties. The list of features Los 0N
endlessly—shaft drive. computerized
function monitor panel. anti-dive brakes,
curved spoke wheels, the wildest shape
since Craig Veller's Hurricane BSAs and
Triumphs of the late Sixties and even a
vellow auxiliary headlight so there's no
mistaking what you see coming up lrom
behind in your mirrors.

The bike isn’l just an amalgam of con-
cepls pilched together without thought
for how they'd all work together. It's light,
incredibly so when you consider the
weight of thedrive shalt assembly. AL218
kg dry. the bike is 12 kg lighter than a
Honda CB750F and 15 lighter than a
Suzuki. Only the irim Kawasaki under-
culs il, coming in al a svelte 210 kilos

It's also compact. At 1445 mm, its
wheelbase is shorter than the Sumki's
1.520 or the Honda's 1.525. Again, the
Kawasaki is the smallestat 1,.420mm. The
compaciness translates into height, or
lack thereof. The Seca is by far the lowest
of the four 7505 at the seat, making it easy
for riders as short as 170 cm to get both
feet flat on the ground at a stop

It's narrow, loo. As is the case with the
650 Maxim four and 550 Seca four. the
alternator has been removed from its cus-
tomary location at theendof the crank and
relocated on a jackshalt to the rear. which
makes the Yamaha narrower across the
crankcases than the other 750s. Internal
paring and shaving even narrowed the
cylinder block to the point that the
cylinder is nearly three em narrower than
that of a GS750 Suzuki

The narrowness pays dividends in
terms of appearance and ground clear-
ance. The smaller engine gives the stylists
more freedom to design the looks of the
vehicle around it: the narrower cases
mean the engine can sit lower in the frame
to lower the centre of gravity and lean
over [larther withoul coming into contact
with the pavement.

The appearance reinforces the unity of
purpose and behavior of the Seca The
bodywork. so obviously inspired by Craig
Vetter's Hurricane design for BSA
Triumph, sweeps in an integrated path
from tank to tailpiece.

The tank is radically sculptured, with a
d-'r|:l culaway at the rear for the rider's
knees. || makes rding the bike more com-
fortable. and by no accident of design also
exposes more of the machine to the rider
The Seca is designed to be looked at as
much as it is to work. That it's pleasing to
the éve is undeniable, from the st rnge
smooth handlebar enclosures that hide
wires and cables 1o the Porsche-like
wrap-around rear light

The finish is good, too. Paint is excel-
lent, better than the usual from Yamahain
ihe past lew years. The color is rich and
Euant:n.:v...m:!]:|q-.;'-_-..d|--~;:--|'|.-|L.';.:]|I1-u~.1.~.|:1:m
Chrome is up to the same high standard,
and the burnished aluminum pieces such
as the rear muffler/footpeg brackets and
passenger grab rail provide a muted
conirasi

There are a number of details that tes-
tify to the thought that went into the Seca,
such as a hinged seat, hallelujah. Sadly,
i's an increasingly rare commaodity. For
access to the air filter, electrical connec-
tions or the small compartment in the tail
section the seat is excellent.

Another pleasing detail is that the com-
partment in the tail section is useful for
more than tools. There's a short chromed
securily chain with the Seca, much like
the one of the650 Maxim. It livesinasmall
compartment above the lefl footlpeg and
tocks on 1o a lug on the frame when i's in
I'L“f' E:IH\'H"".I'I.', fl.'llu.lilh.,:'ql'Irltrl',:nq'x;r;r
In VoEa I!rf'r'-n:lil;u"-q to get the thing out,
especially if it's dark and vou can't see
what you're doing.

Reinserting it isn’t much better it takes
s0 long that a course in transcendental
meditation might be recommended 1o
save your patience. We just stulled the
chain in with thetool bag

Controls are a bit different from the
standard Yamaha fare, but work just as
well. The automatic turn signal switch
has a different shape that seems neither
better norworsethan the usual one. There's
an on-off switch near the kill switch for
the vellow fog lamp. which is mounted
below the headlight. It doesnt add much
tllumination !h'lht'nirl'nr:[j. -brilliant 60/55
wall quartz-halogen headlight, but it does
make the Seca unmistakable in anyone’s
mirrors

We didnt much like the mirrors. Ason
the 550 Seca, they're squarishand rimmed
with black plastic. Stylish, perhaps. but
the field of view is limited compared to a
Tliillﬂl:i CONYeEx Mirmr. as is r!-..- amount uf
adjustmen! possible.

Speaking of being different, no one, but

You can wear away the mulffler clarhps and

header pipes if you like to ride like that.
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The stiff chassis,
tunable suspension
and accurate steering
are complemented by
the anti-dive brakes.
Reduced dive creates
improved clearance.

XJ750 SECA

no one believes the Seca’s instrument
panel when they flirst see it. Mounted up
front is a compulerized console thal con-
linvously monitors sidestand location,
brake, oil and battery {luid levels, condi-
tions of headlight and r.llli.t;..]"t ind level of
fuel. Liquid crystal displays light up for
each funclion if something goes wrong,
and a large red light begins Nashing to
nolify the rider.

Each time thebikeis started, withintwo
seconds the microcomputer starts tocycle
through the checklist, and each funclion’s
LCD goes out as the system decides that
things are as they should be. In addition.
al any time while riding therider can push
a check button and the system will cycle
through, searching for problems.

We don't recommend doing this very
often while riding. entertaining as it is.
Each LCD stays lit for 0.7 seconds, which
means that walching the whole display
takes your eyes ofl the road for nearly five
seconds. Not a pood idea

Were a liltle dubious about the thing. [t
is fun to play with, but the owner's manual
is filled with imprecations about no! gel-
ting il wel, nol bumping il hard and such-
like. Don't try playing with yvour lighting
syslem, either, because the sensors will
respond most unpleasantly to any
changes in current flow by fryving them
selves or possibly the microcomputer
itself.

For blowing away onlookers, though,
there hasn't been anything to touch the
Seca's panel since the first CBX arrived

The choke is actuated by a lever under
the left grip. again like that of the 650
Maxim. It's within easy reach of your
thumb and can be operated without fuss
while riding. The motor warms up
quickly and the bike can be ridden on
partial choke when cold, a bonus il you
don’l like lo sit waiting while things get up
lolemperalune.

Part of the Seca’s willingness tooperate
cleanly right from starting is likely due to
the YICS system, also used on the 550
Seca and described in our March issue.
YICS stands for Yamaha Induction Con.
trol System, and is a series of passages
drilled and cast into the head that allows
whatever cylinder is sucking mixture to
draw [rom all four carburetors.
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It's supposed to even out air flow and
turbulence in the intake passages Lo pro-
mote more efflicient combustion and
smoother running. Without riding a sim-
ilar bike not equipped with the syslem we
cant vouch lor its effective ruw but the
Seca engine is extremely well-behaved
U"”i'l' |-H iIFCumsances

Fuel consumplion is good., too. We rode
the bike witha (GS750Suzuki inthe moun -
laing around Los .-'1.11:.,--.~Z--~._ working both
machineés VEery hard, and 201 17 knvl, out
ol the Seca and 17.2 for the Suzuki. We
think that's proof that YICS works, since
Suzukis with TSCC heads are known for
combining fuel efficiency and power. The
Yamaha matches it in both cases

Filling the tank pain, though.
There's an unesually deep filler neck. so
that gelting every possible drop of fuel in
the tank is extremely difficult without
much fiddling and squirting of fuel. In-
variably vou'll spill

Neither bike is a match for the Kawa-
saki KZ750 in the fuel efficiency race,
though. The KZ got 199km/Linourtest in
Augusl of 1980, Both are beller than the
CB750F tested in the December issue,
which came up a bit short at 16.5.

All the time it's being so docile and
efficient, the Seca's engine is pumping out
one Godawlul amount of horsepower.
Yamaha claims 76 hp at 9.000rpmand 6.3
kg-m of lorque at 7.500. We believeit. The
Suzuki, the 750 hor a.e:;hn-.-.-r king, produ-
ces 79 hp and 6.4 kg-m of torque, and the
Yamaha walks away {rom it every time in

i i

SOTIE.

a lop gear roll-on. Not by much, but by
enough that we know it's no Nuke.

The lighter weight and slightly lower
geanng are no doubl responsible. Still, the
Seca didn't feel that fast, and we were
surprised when we, er, raced the two
head-to-head ina straight line,

The Seca doesn't seem to have quite as
much bottom end as the Suzuki motor, but
18 certainly a match in the mid range and
top end. Yamaha's first 750 street four
pulls cleanly and crisply from any rpm
above {our grand. and the relative Lick of
bottom end certainly is no h.1:1:f:1.ﬂp inthe
stop light (GPs. The Yamahanot only looks
lean and mean, but has the performanceto
back up the appearance

With a bike designed 1o be as up-to-the-
minute as the Seca, you'd expect to find
the latest suspension gimmickry, and
voure not disappointed. Not only is there
Al &ir --Id'u-.t.lhh' i:rnn! rﬂd, nol :Jn:].' A
there rear shocks adjustable for damping
with the use of bare fingers only, there's
an anli-dive system built into the
front end. And as if that weren't enough,
i's -t1||l=-hlh|l" h'_q' the owner 1o sél up
whalever dr;un*-_r of anti-dive he may
prefer.

The system is simpleintheory. Anaddi-
tional line takes brake fluid from thecalip-
ers of the front disc brake to a valve built
into the damping system at the bottom of
each fork leg. When the brakesarcapplied
hard, the valve is closed, preventing the
usual flow of damping oil as weight
transfer forces the fork to compress. Since

also



the oil cant move the fork doesn't either.
Presto, no forward pitching motion under
braking.

There's a force limit built into the sys-
tem, soif the bike hits heavy bumps while
the valve is closed it'll momentarily
release and allow the fork to work to
absorb the road surface in the usual
manner. This nullifies the dangerinherent
in trying to negotiate rough pavement
wilh a locked-up lront end.

It works like a dream. Light applica-
tions of the brake feel no different thanon
any other bike, but hit the lever hard and
the frontend doesn't diveat all. It's discon-
certing the first couple of times bul you
L00n gel usied 1o it It has two big advan-
tages. The lirst is that by preventing lork
dive much more ground clearance is main-
Lo e up feont when you ne braking and
cornening al the same Bime.

The second is that by limiting forward
weight transfer the syslem lets you make
much better use of the rear brake. IU's a
drum—thank you, Yamaha; we still insist
a good drum is better for most rear street
brake applications—and works {law-
lessly. It has a nice [eel and is casy lo
modulate short of locking up no matter
how hard j.l'1l'rr*=~1u;qr:n:,;

Theonly lault we lound withthe brakes
was that they weren't especially good in
theé rain. The front discs seemed like a
throw-back to the bad old davs of apply-
ing some brake. then waiting until the
pucks wiped the disc dry, then frantically

trying to modulate brake pressure to

Frame is very compacl. Design isstraighiforward, using a [ull double-cradlec loop lor the
engine. Triangulation at sleering head strengthens a critical area.

Electrical system has useful provisionofa  Monkey-motion shift system required by
separale accessory power lake-off, rear-sel pegs works without problems.

. e

We lound storage Irct'.-s too tight lor Steering head holds a maze of electric
chain, stored it under seat instead, gear [rom coils 1o fuel level sender.

Shalt drive doesn’t jack the bike up and down much. It's almost as good as Suruki's
system. Shock damping is adjusted by wheel above collar at top of body.

e
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XJ750 SECA

avol .'1:-|._1.,||:|_ Haoo, hiss, I made (e deum
brake ot the rear even more popular with
festers who rode {he bike in the wet

No ocomplainis in the dry. The Seca will
stop hard enough to detach retinas with-
oul getting out of control

Oneoddity of the Seca's braking system
is that the master cylinder for the front
disc is lucked up under the tank as BMW's
were a few VEArsS agn In that case it was
claimidd to be [or cragh ;'Irll.’i‘:','tt_lﬂ_ baait
here iUs jus! siviimg—i11 would interfere
with the plastic mitten that encloses the
handlebar.

All the suspension adjusiment systems
work well and have adiscernible effecton
the behavior of the molorcyele, The front
air caps arent linked, unfortunately, but
the valves are mounted h:i!i'k‘..l}'u rather
than on top of the tube. This brings them
oul away from the handlebar, making
PP RS LT O I.']':-‘l-ﬂj;":l“ij.." sl pressune much
EASIET.

The anti-dive characteristics can be
changed by popping a rubber dusl cover
al the botlom of cach fork leg and using a
screwdriver to lurn a screw o one of fous
positions. You can [eel the difference in
the anti-dive in each spot
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Al the rear. spring ',:lr-'i wid is adjustedir
the normal way, by using a tool toturnthe
spring against a nolched collar, Damping.
adjustable tofour posilions, ischanged !u:o.
turning a small notched wheelat the top ol
the shock body. [t isn't quileas convenient
as the |.|.T:.:1' collars on the Svzuki or the

new Kawasakis, but can still be done
without tools. which is nice

As we noled in our test of the GS750
Suzuki las! month, we missed the inclu-
sion ol an air gauge or an air pump. It's
parii “ualar ". nod leeable when sver \'Th:r':-,-
else is ‘-'li'.l"nl:f; .I'.E.|'.|"\|I"I'!-‘I:'ll'i"|,1ll.|'h1:]-,|";.|.l., [
fo wo hunling {or a service stalion if Yvou
wish to adjust the front fork. Maybe next
YEdl

g 1
Fiddling the suspension toward the

comiort end of the scale provides guite a
good ride. It feels a little choppier than a
Honda or Suzuki, likely because of the
shorler wheelbase, but iU's certainly bel-
ler than the KZL750wetested last vear. The

{ork in particular provides a smooth. com-
pliant nde across a multitude of road

surfaces

Jacking things up for the lwisly [un
rods pros ool once awain that Yamaha has
2ot 1S act !u.;l'.'i".l'i on the sireel. The 650
Maxim lagt vear then the 550 Secaand | he
RD350 this vear and now the 750 Séca all

work like a streel squirrel’s previously

Head-on shot shows
how narrow the Seca
engine really is. Fog
lamp is there more
for show than exira
illumination. There

IS NO power shortage.

unaltlainable dream. The chassis is stiff
and strong and doesn’t flex, the shaft drive
doesn! jack the rear up and down to an
excessive degree and Lhe bikegoesexactly
where you point it

[t doesn’t have quite the ground clear-
ance of the Suzuki 750, but it’s close.
Unless you plan some serious street rac-
ing vou'll never notice the difference. The
Bridgestone tires are excellent, right inthe
same league as the IRCs we liked so much
on the Surzuki. It's possible to drag the
header pipes on both sides without ]lhlﬂj.:
iraction, and there's still a hall-centimetre
of tread lef1,

The tires work wellintherain. too.Only
the most fanatical go-faster will feel com-
pelled to change the rubber, and we think
itll be more for image than for funclion.

The machine leels light and nimble
Throwing it back and forth through a
series of curves is less work than on other
big bikes because of the low w eighl. The
28-degree steening head angle is the same
as the Suzuki's, and not as extreme as the
Hondas 27.5 or the Kawasakis 27. It
seemed lo work well, as the bike was easy
to steer vel didn’t get light at high speed

The Seca seems every bil the equal of
the (5750 in high-speed sweepers. The
(:Sinturnisevery bit as good as the other
Lig Suzukis. The conclusion of this syllo-
#ism is that the Seca i2 one hell of a good
|II_'.:]'l-?-.J':H.'l d ]!.Iﬂ;-l_!il';. { feels rock '-.:l'.||_|j.. al
speeds that would curl a highway patrol-
man's hair and still responds well tosteer
ing or braking inputs, Fun, and safe fun

Riding long distances with the Seca
might nol be as rll_'l-jl..lf’J'.e'. The seat is
fairly comfortable as it is. but the padding
isn’t very thick and the stylish swoopy
shape means thal the rider can move
around

On the plus side. the relalionship
belween the bar, seal and pegs isexcellent
The bar is a bit lower and narrower than
mosl, while the pegs are a bil farther back
It adds up to ariding position somewhere
between American and European-
slandard, biased a bit toward American
upright. [U's comfortable, but we think the
<ol would get to be a pain alter a few
hours

Passenger accommodaltion is unexpec!-
edly good. Unexpectledly because
upswepl parmow seats areseldomthe way
to make a pillion rider happy. But the neat
15 in the right

cAgl aluminum grab eail






spol, and that helps a lot. Again. the pad-
ding is probably alittle thinforalong ride.
but for most people the footpeg location
will be a worse problem.

The upswept exhaust pipes lorce the
pegs up high, soa passenger finds his legs
bent quite sharply. It's no big thing on
short rides. but we seriously doubt the
Seca will find much popularity as a two-
up tourer.

The pipes emit a lovely noise up near
redline. [t's about theonly noise the motor-
cyvele makes other than that from the
better-than-average twin homs. Mechan-
ical noise is extremely low, air intake
seems well-muffled and until theengineis
r-m]ly hauling there isn’t much noise from
the pipes. either. The advances inexhaust
syslem technology over the past few
YEars are slagpenng, and the Seca's 15 4
good example.

The Seca is a good example of modern
thinking and technology in almost every
way. in fact. There'snothing else quitelike
il, and t's difficult 1o categorize. Yamaha
is advertising the Seca as asport machine.
It’s justifiable; the thing is [as! enough to
fry the reflexes of any but a top racer in
most circumslances.

Still... The shaft drive, while conve-
nient, clean and all that, does add weight

to the machine. IU's already extiremely
light, but imagine a chain drive version.
Also, the shaft prevents changing gear
ratios, so easy with chain and sprockets.
We thought the Seca was geared oo low:
spinning at 5.000rpm at highway speedsis
silly for amotor with as muchgruntas this
one has. Think how much better fuel con-
sumplion could be, or imagine the incre-
mental improvement in the already-good
handling without the weight and wind-up
effect of the shafl.

No, the Seca doesn’t fit precisely into
the conventional sport bike mould at all.
But it works. It's blindingly fast, comfor-
table, convenient and gorgeous. And it
has enough techno-trickery to satisly any
gadgel-hungry child of the Eighties.

The Seca stands alone among modern
7505, and it's a worthwhile addition to the
class. Were delighted tosecit there. O

SPECIFICATIONS
Yamaha Seca XJ750

0 e Rl 1981 Yamaha X]750RH
TEST DISTANCE ..... e e ' e e e L L
B e A R S D R L
ENGINE

TYPE .. Four-cylinder four-stroke with chain-driven

DOHC, two valves per cylinder
DISPLACEMENT . e AR T
BDREAND'%TRDKE E&x.ﬁﬁ-#mm

COMPRESSIONRATIO .......cocvcveennnes 9.2:1
HORSEPOWER .......... 76at 9,000 rpm [claimed)
TOROQUB .o ava v 6.3 kg-m at 7,500 rpm (claimed)
CARBURETION ..............Four Hitachi HSC32
B L R o o o B a s i wm a  m W Electric only
OILCAPACITY ....covvuens .-+ 3.5 litres, wet-sump
ELECTRICAL
IGNITION TYPE ........ Transistorized breakerless
GENERATOR OUTPUT .... 270 watlls at 5,000 rpm
BATTERY CAPACITY ...... 12 volts, 14 amp-hours
HEADLIGHT ..ccavsnsansnsannss .« =+« 50/55 walls
TRANSMISSION
TYPE »...ia.s Five-speed constant mesh, wet clutch
PRIMARYDRIVE ...ccccoovssnnnanss Gear, 1.672:1
INTERNALRATIOS ..... (1) 2.187,(2) 1.5, (3) 1.153,
(4) 0.933, (5) 0.812
FINALDRIVE .......cco000ceeee. . Shall, 4.1795:1
CALCULATED DATA
WEIGHT/POWER RATIO .............. 2.86 kg/hp
SPECIFICOUTPUT ...... saswssensasaas M2ZHpAL

PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE ........ 17.8 m/sec at

9,500 rpm
RPMAT100KM/H .....ccivnrnnnsannes« 4,703 rpm
MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS .. (1) 74.9. (2) 109.3,

(3) 142.2, (4) 175.7, (5) 201.9 km/h

FUEL
CAPACITY .....cncen0e
RESERVE CAPACITY
CONSUMPTION
RANCE ......

CHASSIS
WHEELBASE 1.445 mm
RAKEMTRAIL .........c....... 28degrees/114 mm
SUSPENSION Telescopic front fork with air
assist and anti-dive braking feature, 36
mm diameter fork tubes and 150 mm travel,
rear swingarm with dual spring/dampers,
five-way preload and four-way damping
adjustment with 96 mm travel
Double front slotted discs 298 mm
diameter, sls rear drum 200 x 40 mm
TIRES .... Bridgestone tubeless, 3.25H19 L 303 front

19 litres including reserve
4.1 litres
17 kmv/L (5.88 L/100 km)
vessess» Total 323 km, reserve 70 km

+++++++

and 120/90H18 S 716 rear
DRYWEBIGHT .... coarawsvsaasnsnne AT 218 kg
LOAD CAPACITY oyt la U s 236 kg
HANDLEBARWIDTH .....vvcnenscanes . 762 mm
SEATHEIGHT ......... 736 mm (with 61 kg rider)

GROUND CLEARANCE . 114 mm (with 61 kg rider)

Drntribegted by Yamaha Motor Cansds Lid, 480 Cordon Baker Rosd, Willowdale, Oni,
SEIM 2B, [0 8) e 1
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DEMONIC POSSESSION
MEMORIES OF YVON DUHAMEL

Doing the impossible demanded his rare blend of 3
courage, tenacity and undisputed riding talent.

By Kevin Cameron

ifteen years ago Canadian road
racing was a nice. comfortable
transplant from the English club
racing scene, populated mainly by
expaltriate British Islanders and their
New World emulators. The ultimate
machine was a Manx Norton (production
of this classic had ceased only a couple of
years before) butl single cylinder 250
Ducatis were plentiful and popular. This
four-stroke establishment was in the pro-
cess of being torn down by, among others,

A FSEETY w R -

-

the Boston group of which | was then a
most minor member. Frank Camillieriand
Andres Lascoutx and three or four others
all had the new-fangled Yamaha TD-1B
250 two-strokes, and such was the power
of these machines that their riders could
pass the Ducatis sitting up.

Then one day at Harewood Acres, the
old airport circuil in southwestern Onta-
rio, a new term appeared in the equation.
Just when we thought it was all over, that
Lascoutx had finally put Charlie Ingram

L l.|_..|-r b =, iy o ¥ " _-.. L |. 'y l.'l i
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Stardom never
came easlly to
Duh

days as ’1
b[ru-:__,gnr':g; car
mechanic long
gone, he still
had to hustle

to win on his
DLJ-‘.dd Tt?f_j
Kawasakis.




DUHAMEL

and the Ducatis on the trailer forever,
there was Yvon Duhamelona Fred Deeley
Yamaha. We had seen a little of him as a
French-Canadian wildman on lacklustre
Ducatis and BSAs, but the performances
were spotty. Suddenly that was past.

The Deeley tuners there that day were
green. They didn’t know how to set the
ignition timing. they had no timing gauge
or light, and they had neither sprockels
nor any idea of which ones to use if they
had them. Mumbling through their
owner's manuals, they appeared to be a
group of hastily recruited office workers
pressed into service as race mechanics.
One of these fellows was the now-
renowned Bob Work. The Yamaha was
made to run, and when it did. Yvon took
command of Canadian racing.

Mind you, we though! we were the new
establishment. We thought our lad Las-
coulx was prelty hot. He had wonall sorts
of races, had been to Europe, and could
even play the guitar.

The final clash came in the spring of
1967, al Mosport. Inthe 250 final.it wasas
we had hoped, Duhame! and Lascoutx
nose to tail. lap after lap. with Lascoutx
holding the strategic position for a last-
lap pass from second. Yvon, characteristi-
cally, was charging for all he wasworthin
first. When the moment came, Lascoutx
somehow tried the outside and, by hap-
penstance [no one will ever know quite
how) his vulnerable front wheel and
Yvon's rear wheel became tangled
together. Yvon continued to win while
Lascoutx went up the bank and bent his
bike.

It was an angry young man who con-
fronted the winner, convinced that he had
been deliberately ridden off the track.

I dont know what happened,” Yvon
replied. "1 was riding hard and | try to
shift, some trouble with the gearbox.
maybe | miss a shift and the bike moves
over a little bit, you know. Sorry you fell
down but...”

Every experienced rider knows better
than to mess with the back wheel of a
really aggressive opponent: there's notell-
ing just what might happen. Trying to
pass Yvon on the outside? Foolish boy!
Lascoutx left for the coast and Yvon con-
tinued to build his win list while his
backers, Deeley, made plans for Daviona
and the rest of the U.S. AMA series.

Where did he come from, and how? A
friend of mine heard the story, and itisa
favorite of mine. According to this tale,
Yvon and his brother were in business

Kevin Comeron is a Massochusetts.
based free-lance journalist whose tech-
nical articles and rece reports are fomilior
to readers of Cycle. He has been directly
involved in rocing os @ luner since 1964,
working with Cliff Carr. Ron Pierce and
Richard Schlachter among others.
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together running a small garage up in
rural Quebec. | cannot know, but |
imagine a place like many | have seen,
built of green lumber in board-and-
batten, and heated by a roaring wood
stove made of old oil drums. Inside, the
young Duhamel brothers, making a hard
living from grease jobs and no-franchise
flat rate.

Yvon related that he was lying under a
car with the gritty grease blobs and melt-
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von was
hardly welcomed by
his racing colleagues,
they of the Manx
Nortons, TT stories
and grand traditions of

WASP racing.
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ing snow dropping in his face when some-
thing moved into the edge of his vision.
Turning his head, he saw the shiny pol-
ished toes of two very expensive-looking
men’s shoes. He knew then that his life
was about to change.

The stranger in the shoes asked for
Yvon, whose muffled voice floated up to
him from beneath the car. He was, he
explained. a representative of Bombard-
ier, the maker of snowmaobiles. The com-
pany was aware of Yvon's local
reputation on the ice ovals and wanted to
sign him to race for them. Yvon told him
with regret that he had already signed
with another team. And how much might
they be paving him? Well, not that it was
important, but about $25 a weekend.

Yvon watched the stranger disappear,
but in a matter of days he was back. He
had bought Yvon'scontract fromthe other
company. it was all set now, please sign
right here for a new life as a professional
racer. Shortly his talent spilled over into
motorcycles as well and the rest is famil-
iar history.

I didn’t go to Daytona in 1968, but | was
keenly interested in the results, Theseven
yvears of heavy Japanese involvement in
European GP racing were just ending.
Honda and Suzuki having withdrawn
already. l. like so many voung men then,
was fascinated by the new technology
and full of hope that the very advanced
Japanese machines would come to Amer-
ica to end the dreary domination of the
gussied-up street bikes that were the rule
over here.

I sat by the phone, waiting for the call
from my friend in Florida. and when it
came | learned that Yvon had won the 250
race in the rain and come a sensational

second behind Cal Rayborn’s 750Harley-
Davidson on a little four-speed Yamaha
TR-1 prototype. Yvon's riding had put
him at the top of the list of newcomers on
the potent Yamahas.

Until this time Yvon was hardly wel-
comed by his Canadian racing colleagues,
they of the Manx Nortons, the TT stories,
and the grand traditions of WASP racing.
He simply wasn't pukka. Yvon wasgiven
the social cold shoulder at many Canadian
events for all possible reasons. Riding a
Japanese bike and being very successful
were of course serious offenses. Not being
part of the establishment and hailing from
an unexpected part of the country pretly
much covered the rest of the charges
against him. No matter. He surrounded
his pit area with ropes and reclined in a
lawn chair like a petty potentate. When he
came oul, it was to hammer the estab-
lished order again.

With his Daytona successes, however,
all that disappeared and he became not
only a proper hero among his fellow rac-
ers. but a Canada-wide hero as well.

There were more wins to come, and
much drama. At Loudon in one of Yvon's
vears with Yamaha, | was watching from
the pits at tum 10 as Yvon stalked the
leaders on the new TR2. It was now clear
that the days of the heavy four-strokes
were numbered. One by one, he picked off
the rumbling flatheads and the clattering
rocker-arm Triumphs with his high-
pitched two-stroke. Then, still running
faster with every lap, he got into 10 too
hot, overbraked and fell, sliding with his
machine up the slope of the turn. Spring-
ing up with his chances of a win irrevoca-
bly gone, he moved toward his fallen
machine jerkily, like a mechanical man,
his arms jutting rigid from his sides like
the branches of a tree. He was angry with
himself. He shook his whole body,
shoulders tofingertips, as though toshake
off the mistake. Then he grabbed the
machine, restarted, and continued.

The Deeley organization. Yamaha dis-
tributor at the time, tried hard for Yvon,
providing him with the latest equipment
often before its US. counterparts could
get it. | recall staring at Yvon's machine at
Mosport in 1968, It appeared to be acom-
pletely standard TD-1C, but on close
inspection | could see that the engine was
a protolype of the next year's vastly
improved TD2.

Those were years of reflinement for
Yamaha's production racer concept. and it
was not always possible to guarantee rac-
ing reliability and speed from a
production-based machine. Yamaha's
European successes had been gained with
purpose-buill machines maintained by
the same engineers and technicians who
had developed them. It was a far harder
job for Bob Work to translate the inten-
tions of the makers intosolid performance
10,000 miles from the factory.

There were successes, but perhaps not
enough to satisfy Yvon. And often the



small-town ]:uj.. thinks bigger than his
cily counterpar North American racing
at this time was on the upswing. The
Japanese were eager to sell bigbikesin the
Americas., The Brilish makers were
aware of this and ready to meet the chal-
lenge. A dynamic new era ol laclory rac-
ing on this continent! was unlolding
because this was where the machines
were selling.

In this climate. it was natlural for Yvon
1o seck employment on this side of the
Allantic, and in the USA in particular,
where Triumph team riders were reputed
to be making $30,000 a year plus contin-
gencies and bonuses.

One company that had missed the Euro-
pean scene in Lhe Sixties was Kawasaki,
bul they were no less sure thal racing
would sell their product. They wanted a
rider with Yvon's qualiflicalions: great
skill and experience combined with
unstoppable competitiveness. Yvon's
[ans saw him as a win-or-crash rider and
that wi |~.I'|"n:*.-.:|:|!1 H iwiasaki—it strongly
parallelled the Samurai Iraditions ol
Japan

A deal was struck for 1971, The year
began with a DNF at Daytona, for the
three-cylinder 500 cc engines had been
avermodilied and required gasoline
beyond anything available at the pump.
But the team persisted, and by Talladega,
that high-speed mid-season replay of
I__'.'.H. lona, .,!'I.I "I[‘l!.l-b,l.',']l'l.“i. WeTe S0 [l.-lf '.";-nl."l'l‘ﬂl
that Yvon won his [irst heavyweight
AMA national, being clocked in the pro-
cess at 163 MPH on the banking. At the
end he looked fresh and ready for the
party. wil h none of the exhaustion that is
the usual altermath of long races Tnup,h
and good.

Would things now gohisway?! Again, al
Ontario, California, he ran easily with the
leaders in the Champion 250 miler bul
was brought off in the famous “riders’
meeting” multiple crash.

For 1972, Kawasaki shelved the now
developed 500 in favor of its new 750 cc
H2ZR. This, unlike the 500, was nol a pro-
duction racer for sale to the public, but a
factory special, loosely based on the new
street H2.

With an untried machine, the vear
began in frustration. Al Daytona there
were no lires equal to the power of the
750s, which could now easily escape the
traditional four-strokes but were plagued
as ever by unreliability and a rafl of han-
dling problems. So many limes Yvon
would relurn [rom praclices saying. "l
think the handling’s a little better now,
pretty good,” when in fact he had just
come through a serious of hideous wob-
bles and slides that would have stopped
the hearts of lesser men. When team-male
Paul Smart complained about the han-
dling he was told, “You lap as fast as Yvon
first. then complain.” Yvon was truly
doing the impossible, being not only the
rider but also the frame and the suspen-
sion as well. »

Duha mel s lirst AMA heavyweight national win came al Talladega, Ala., in 1971, His
H-1R Kawasaki defeated Dick Mann (4) and Don Emde, both on factory BSAs.

Duhamel’s victories on lightweight
Kawasakis were few. By the time the
KR250 was winning. Yvon was reliring.
it Snowmobile racing for Ski-Doo was an
Trev Deeley gave Dubhamel hisshotatthe  important part of his professional career,
big time on works Decley-Yamahas, both in trophies and dollars.

T
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After a DNF at Indianapoliscaused by a
snapped spark plug. Yvon was sensilive
going into the new event at LagunaSecain
Northern California. Going up the hill on
lap one towards the famous Corkscrew
Turn, Yvon's engine went on two cylind-
ers. Although he was leading. hisexpecta-
tion of trouble made him look down fora
loose wire, and in an instant his machine
was up the bank. flipping back onto the
track into the path of my own rider, Chifl
Carr. and that of factory BSA teamster
Dick Mann. All three machines were des-
troyed in a whirlwind of debris.

Talladega came again. Three times the
engine was changed. and each time the
trouble was with the carburetor fuel flow.
Never mind. With the last combination
between his knees, Yvon came to the line
and again won the long. hot speed contest.
Two years in a row now!

The continual troubles led to serious
discussions between Yvonand team man-
ager Bob Hansen Yvon wanted some-
thing better than what he wasgetting. and
although there were many new begin-
]ninus..lhwe seemed to be no realchangein

uck.

At Daytona 1973 it would be different.
It would have to be. The machines were
now a year into their development, as the
500 H-1Rs had been when they began to
win. The 750 was now far laster thanany
four-stroke and nimbler than its heavy
Suzuki 7500pposition. This should be the
year. And Yvon did indeed lead the race
for eight laps, dicing hard withteam-mate
Art Baumann before sliding off onoil. His
engine ate itself silly on rocks and dirt. loo
sick to continue. Yamaha won Daytona
for the second time with its little 350twin,
a descendant of the machine Yvon had left
1o join the Green Team.

The 1973 season marched on. Loudon
brought Yvon a broken piston, while at
Atlanta he had gone straight at theend of
the siraight. Remounting in 12th, he had
Nogged his way up to finish fourth. In the
Atlanta lightweight he had started last on
the grid on his Kawasaki Bighorn 350
single, and had ridden with demonic pos-
session to finish thind behindfactorystars
Kel Carruthers and Gary Fisher.

When | asked Yamaha team leader Car-
ruthers what the Kawasaki effort looked
like from an outsider’s viewpoint. he had
answered. “You look like a ot of bloody
idiots.”

At Laguna, Yvon lead easily, and with
the race totally inhand, his ignition turned
into a meaningless mass of wire and
magnets. Team-mate MNixon went on to
win.

Talladega next. In practice another pis-
ton broke up, and Yvon rode back to the
pits, his crankcase gaping. When the
mechanics asked why hedidn’t stop, totry
to contain the damage, he replied. smiling.
“The company pays me to ride, but they
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don’t pay me o walk.™ He had been doing
too much walking.

As in the two previous years, he ledthe
race and it looked like his day. Then the
engine burst, setting itself on fire, trailing
a long plume of red fMlame and black
smoke, for all the world like a shot-up
fighter in a Second World War movie.

*1 felt this warm feeling on my legand |
look down and everything is burning fire.
S0 | think | better get out of there. | stand

ow seized
with the strange fitness
of this idea of
mechanical baptism,
he next tried hard to get
his rental car also into

the pool
R -2 % Y

up on one fmtptg — the other one is loo
hot now = and | am braking hard to get
slowed down. | get down to maybe 30-40
miles an hour. down on the grass, and |
just step olf and the machine keeps goinga
little ways, then falls over. Now thegrass
is on fire loo and | starl running toge! the
firemen. | gel tothe fire truck and they are
sleeping in there, so | am knocking on the
wir:dum pointing. tryving to wake them
up.

The machine was bumt beyond use and
again it was one of the little 350 Yamahas
which came home {irst.

Charlotte was next. Yvondecided todo
something about the slippery track and
wen!t out with his rental car to do a half-
hour of strategically placed burnouts on
the bad spots. In the lightweight race he
frightened the spectators with his sicken-
ing. seemingly disaster-bound slides,
picking up the machine in slow turns with
quick dabs of his feet, and somehow
twitching it back into line by forceful
body language on the fast ones. He
trashed every rider but Roberts to take an
amazing sccond, and all this on a machine
designed originally as a woods bike.

Then hewon his 750heat race. Fine. The
final came to the grid and at the flag. Yvon
and team-mate Cliff Carr darted away
from the field nosetotail. Yvonfirst. Yvon
was leading on his skill alone, for it was
clear that Carr had motor to pass any time
he wanted to. Yet he did not. Why? Soon
Carr's gearbox began to miss and his day
was over. Yvon cruised to aneasy win, his
first of the season.

Cliff explained. I figured that il |
passed him, he'd go mad and there'd be no
way | could catch him. So I thought I'd
wait until the last lap and do it then, when

111111

he'd no time to go berserk.”

Carr had been beaten by Yvon's reputa-
tion as much as by my poor gearbox.

This was the end of the dry spell and
Y von was a very happy man. To help him
celebrate, another rider thought it would
be a good idea to surreptitiously addsome
controlled substance in tablet form to his
victory champagne, and sohis celebrating
grew ever mone intense through the vie-
lory ceremonies al the track and all the
way back to the motel. By that time the
mystlery substance was acting at full
strength and Yvon offered a passing
voungster $100 for his bicycle, which he
then rode directly into the swimming
pool.

Now seized with the strange fitness of
this idea of mechanical baptism. he next
tried hard toget his rental car also intothe
pool. Spoilsports in the employ of the
motel chain had, however. made this
impossible [well. at least unlikely] by
sinking heavy steel posts into the cement
apron leading to the pool, so his bold plan
was defeated resoundingly. The young
bicycle owner now saw his opportunity,
and made a low offer for the submerged
bicycle, but by then Yvonwas far tootired
to care about such petty matters. He had
won!

And win he did again, at thevery purse-
heavy Ontario race, with his big Kawa-
saki running flawlessly.

Now, despite having the only air-cooled
leflt in racing. Kawasaki was conflident
about 1974, Although Yamaha had a new,
full-sized 750 racer mow, too, it was
expected to suffer the usual teething
problems. while Kawasaki's design
would be in its third season, a mature
machine. For some reason, Kawasaki also
elected to discharge all their help with 750
tuning experience, and at Daytona they
were a good 10 mph down from the Yama-
has. Try 1o imagine Yvon's frustration,
nol anly at being left in the dust of another
team. but to be outsped by privateer Hur-
ley Wilvert on an “obsolete” 1973 Kawa-
saki. Wilvert came third. Yvon was
nowhere again.

Short weeks later, at the highly compet-
itive English Match Races. Yvon's drive
was still in good order, but he got few
chances to show it. The machine set a
record by suffering a simultaneous triple
seizure. But by this time there was little
point in getting mad. The contract money
was definitely good and Yvon probably
had few lllusmm left. This was business,
much better business than lying under
cars in Quebec changing other people’s
universal joints,

At the Atlanta national, Yvon was
given a machine so rich and underpo-
wered that hedid something wehad never
seen before. He rode conservatively and
carefully into 12th place! He was finished
with pointless heroism. When the equip-
ment became compelitive again would be
soon enough for a return to the old speed
and abandon.



At Loudon. he was somewhat better
placed. in sixth. but was seen to throw his
helmet on the ground during practice.
Frustration! Al Talladega the team bike
was still miles an hour down from the
Yamahas and Suzukis despite radical
new modifications. Yvon decided to give
it a go again, but by now the persistent
failures had torpedoed his concentration.
He crashed on lap one, exiting the infield
onto the high banking.

in, new machinery was on the way.
Kawasaki would have an all-new water-
cooled 750 in 1975. They had learned from
all their troubles, as the other companies
had done years before, but it was takinga
long lime. Yvon had the ill fortune to
spend his career with them as they
leamned.

Even with all the races led and lost to
mechanical failure, and with the passage
of years, Yvon remained able to produce
reflex-speed riding at the limit whenever
he willed it. His maturing processtook the
form of deciding when such riding was
worth it. With other riders, it takes the
formof afading of the reflexes. madeupin
some measure by experience.

Yvon's career began too late for him to
have been a part of the classic years of
European GP racing in the 1960s, and a
little too early for him to take part in the
present dynamic clash between Yamaha
and Suzuki in the 500 GPs. Yet | know
both of these eras would have been better
showcases by far for his unique talent. As
it was, AMA racing offered itself in the
vacuum between GP racing eras, and the
equipment raced was strect-based and
therefore unreliable all too often.

Honda's 1980 team manager Steve
McLaughlin was talking recently about
riders he has known. He described Yvon's
career as something quite outside the
usual progress of the young rider who at
first relies only on his quick reflexes toget
himself out of bad situations, then later
upon his good judgment and experience
not to get into those situations in the first
place. The lurid slides and miraculous
recoveries of the brilliant young rider are
replaced by the smooth, deceptively fast
style of the mature veteran.

“There's only one rider I've ever
known,” said McLaughlin. “who kept that
ability to ride on his reflexes all the way
through his career, and that's Yvon"

The good judgment and the experience
and the smooth style did come, but the
ability to go back to pure drive and reflex
speed never left him.

Nineteen seventy-five brought Yvon
something new: success in European long
distance 750 races. The steadier running
of the new Kawasaki water-cooled
engine, combined with the light weight
and good brakes and handling made it a
good tool for these races. Prize money was
good, and Yvon was a very popular man
with the crowds.

In the U.S.. however, the success rate
was still very low. By thespringof 1976, it

seemed Yvon had decided that his
employer. Kawasaki, had little more to
offer him than money. Riders are profes-
sionals, certainly. bul they become racers
because they want more than anything
else to win. The success{ul ones stay that
way, and Yvonisoneof them. Hiscontract
with the company had one more year to
run hut they, as discouraged as he was by
the poor aggregate showing of the new
bikes. wanted out. They opened negotia-
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judgment, experience
and smooth style did

come, but the ability to
go back to pure drive

and reflex speed never

left him.
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tions to buy the time remaining in his
contract at a bulk rate, hopeful that he,
with his leg lately broken in a sled acci-
dent, would accept the terms and the
whole matter could be written off.

No such thing. Yvon wanted that con-
tract money and European appearance
payolfs. and he would have them. Just
when the team had completed detailed
plans to donothing, they had tofrantically
call Japan for the latest equipment and
start packing the truck for Daytona.

In March, there was Yvon, walking on
crutches but ready to ride, and that is
what he did. He got onthat 1976 Kawasaki
KR750 and rode carefully around the
track. The management, in its usual form,
equipped his machine with a foreign-
made stretch-o-matic drive chain which
ranoff the sprockets after afew lapsofthe
race. This left Yvon somewhere on the
course, walking.

In line with his earlier declarations
about not being paid to walk, heforcedthe
chain back in place and, broken leg not-
withstanding. he push-started his green
monsler and conlinued the Imnt :I-Ith:;l to
repeal this process several times, and at
the end was only six laps down. He could
easily have said, “That's it — I.quit!”, and
left the machine lying by the track. but the
old instincts were too strong.

Later that year he was again successful
in foreign Formula 750 events. At the 1975
Paul Ricard 200 he had come second. This
year he was third, but the crowd's reac-
tion to his finish far exceeded its enthusi-
asm for first and second, Baker and
Cecotlto.

The evening after the Ricard race there
was a party in the seacoast town of Ban-
dol, down the escarpment from the high

plateau land around the race track. Rider
Ron Pierce and | caught a ride down with
Yvon and his wife Linda in a large, unfa-
miliar, and luxurious car provided for
Yvon by the French Kawasakiimporters.
The two lane highway snaked and
twisted as it trickled down the edge of the
continent to the sea, and Yvon drove fast,
sliding through the tums andkeepingup a
humorous critical commentary on his per-
formance in each corner, likea TV sports-
caster describing a race.

The party was a dense packing of peo-
pleintoa tiny, noisy disco club. Every few
minutes another clump of celebrities
would force its slow way through the
crowd to a reserved table hidden among
the bodies. Yvon and Linda took places at
the edge. nodding and chatting to friends,
finally getting up and dancing together
conservatively to one of the more familiar
numbers, just like indulgent parents at a
children’s party.

The last time | saw Yvon ride was, like
the first time, in Canada. but this time at
Mosport, in the 1978 Formula 750 round.
There, his reserve was even greater than |
had seen it in France two years earlier —
he held himself away from the affairs of
the track and seemed to take more plea-
sure in conversations with others around
him than in the detailed business of the
coming event.

And properly so: the race developed
into a remote contest between the sheer
speed of Mike Baldwin and the strategic
prudence of Ken Roberts. Yvon wasthere,
not 0 much to win as to perform before
the home audience and certainly to obtain
his due in start and contract money. His
eyes twinkled in the long, dim garage
building as he made a joke about the insuf-
ficiemt number of cylinders of his
machine, and | suddenly remembered him
years before inararemoment of clowning,
suddenly throwing a towel over his
leather-clad arm and instantly becoming
the supercilious waiter of an expensive
restaurant,

Yvon is now an elder statesman of rac-
ing. a man of philosophical outlook who
can easily distinguish the possible from
the impossible, something which was
once much harder for him, and even
harder for his fans.

He is comfortably well off now, and
properly so. The European rumor mill
ground out a story that after each of his
F750 successes there, he would hasten of f
to Amsterdam to convert vulnerable,
inflation-prone papér prisé money into
hamltr currencies such as diamonds and
gold.

I certainly hope so. for a man who has
tried as hard as Yvon and succeeded as
well as he has against the difficulties that
have faced him in road racing certainly
deserves the best. All too many have
struggled through the ups and downs of
professional sport only to find themselves
spit out the far sidesof their carcersempty
and looking for work. D
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Now at 2 great localions
EAST- 2584 Eglinton E.
(just E. of Kennedy subway) 266-4524
Downtown- 1971 Yonge St.
(at Davisville subway) 482-3461

All 79's, 80's & 81's priced nght and ready 1o go
Service nght or senice free

“Never Knowingly Undersold”

loronlo

All 79's, 80's & 81's priced
right and ready to go

SERVICE RIGHT OR SERVICE FREE
“Never Knowingly Undersold”

molor bike

Kawasaki

Lets the good times roll.

1971 Yonge St. (at Davisville subway)
482-3461

EAST

(tormerly Sonic Molorcycles)

Sales. Service. Parts.

All new models in stock
On the spot bank financing
Trade your bike, van, car efc.
Service right or service free

New Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9-9 Sat. 9-6 All depts.
2584 Eglinton E.
(just E. of Kennedy subway)
266-4524

g
W suzuKi

Performance that really counts

“Never Knowingly Undersold”

500

Bikes on Display

YAMAHA
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

T All79%, 805 &81's pfrEed right and read;.r 1o g{::

Service nght or service free
Yamaha snowmobiles also available
at 3801 Dundas St ' W

“Never Knowingly Undersold”

i

molor bike

1971 Yonge St.
{at Davisville subway)482-3461




Across 20 years

the Manx Norton and
Honda RS125 are the
archetypes of the
privateer’s racer.
Simple and reliable,
they form the base of
each era’s GP racing.

By Larry Tate

rand prix racing is the pinnacle of

the motorcycle compelition

world. Production racing is

popular, certainly. After all, spec-
tators can identify with the production-
based machines whether they're highly
modified superbikes or box-stockers with
number plates. Racers can get a produc-
tion bike more cheaply and prepare it for
racing more easily than they can a
purpose-built machine.

But there's still no denying the appeal of
the machine built for the sole purpose of
going faster than anything else. There'sno
compromise with weight or comlort or
legality. The machine can be pared down
to the minimum necessary toget around a
narrow strip of asphalt as fast as the rider
dare travel.

The machines have greatly changed
over the years, of course, As recently as 20
years ago grand prix fields were filled
with thundering four-strokes. Changes
came slowly; Norton singles, forexample,
were first introduced to customers in
1929, were reflined and redesigned
through the Thirties, were again picked
up after the Second World War, taking the
Manx name for the first time, and then in
1951 received the famed Featherbed
frame.

Continuous refinement carried the bike
as a competitive racer into the Sixties,
when it finally expired under the onslaught
of lighter, more powerful and eventually
more reliable two-strokes. Such
machines as the Honda RS125 dominale
racing today—the specifications
obviously differ greatly from class to
class, but the principle of a light, simple
two-stroke engine carried in a fibreglass-
sheathed tubular frame is nearly
universal

How do these vastly differing
approaches to building a GP racer com-
pare? Does the light, modern two-stroke
have great advantages for the privateerin
terms of reliability and riding case? Was
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MANX & HONDA

the Norton Manx as much of a handling
dream as legend has it? Has change over
the years really improved things for the
AVeraRe racer?

How else lo lind oul bul tolake a sample
of each to the race Irack and try them? Lel
1960 meel 1980 [ace o face. With arderol
each era to ride both machines we could
pul the legends to rest and see just how far
racing has come in the last 20 years

Choosing the machines was Cusy. The
Norton Manx dominated 500 oc grand
prix racing {or years, and lilerally is the
stull ol .1'.'.:1'."...'1. !'! :'I.-ll.E 1o ]!ll' 'I]I.r' |"'~;1=|m|,'|[|'
{rom the pasl. The pristine tesl machineis
a 1962 model owned by Toronto-based
reslorer Tom Pope

For the modern racer we chose the 125
cc Honda: vastly different fromthe thund-
ering Norton, it nevertheless dominates
its class in Canadian racing just as {he
Manx did in its day. Also, as the Manx
was, the Honda is the privateer's choice;
it's relatively cheap to buy and run, parts
e -"I"..'dlidll]l" -I:]".I:I !:trf!lj!'“‘lﬂ:l:l 1S I_'i.i:l?.lf'
These similarities are of more interest
than the mere difference in displacement.

For the rider of the Sixtirs we chose
Cycle Canada contributing editor Mike
Duff. Duff started rac 4"::.: in 1955, went to
Europe in 1960 and [inished as high as
second in the world championship. He
was there during the two-stroke and
multi-cylinder invasions, but knows the
bl:-: Htﬁj-:!"."r il 1|."|.'I"H ils .H'I:..Hnl" r':“‘.l:" n
Canada.

Norm Sheppard was pleased to bring
oul his 1980 Honda RS125RW. Sheppard
was Ontario junior champion in 1977, his
first year ol racing. and finished second in
the nalional 125 ¢c exper! standings in
19749

Sheppard had never ridden a Manx and
Dulf had never ridden an RS Honda, but
both were lamiliar with the Shannonville,
Ont., race track. Their perspeclives on
cach machine promised to be interesting.

Physically the bikes couldnt be much
more unlike one another. The Honda is a
little jewel. Introduced to North America
in 1980, the RS125RW is the first 125from
Honda purpose-built as a road racer. The
earlier MT 125 was inmany ways adapted
from the CR125 molocrossers

The bike is tiny, weighing a mere 72.5
kg. The Elquldrcmimi engine is a (wo-
stroke single-cylinder unit that sereams
out 31 hpat 11 E:Dﬂrp'n andslarts making
usable power around 7.500 rpm. It has a
six-speed ulira<close-ratio gearbox that
makes slarting from rest .'-.nr:",l'thmf.; of a

Sheppard: The Norton
Is among the best

I've ever ridden.

Duff: The little Honda
IS a joy toride.



chore. A big six-petal reed valve controls
induction.

The Norton, at 142.5 kg. is twice the
weight of the Honda. The engine is also a
single, but in this case a four-stroke dis-
placing 499 cc. Maximum power claimed
was 50 hp at 7.000 rpm, and only four
speeds were needed in the gearbox todeal
with the wide powerband, which started
down around 4,000 rpm. Magnesium-
alloy hubs on both wheels carried drum
brakes. a twin-leading shoe front and
single leading shoe rear.

The Honda stops by means of disc
brakes. Up front is one disc and caliper
from a 1980 CBX, while at the rear is the
brake from the MBSO, a tiny cafe racer
sold in Japan.

Shannonville is a tight 1.76 kilometres.
It's bumpy in a couple of places, with a
particularly nasty dip in the middle of
Turn One, the fastest comer on the track.
Sheppard races there regularly, while
Duff has been out with Cycle Canada test
machines often enough that he knows his
way around it, too. When we took the two
racers out, both riders had already spent
some hours circulating the track on pro-
duction bikes and got! down to riding
quickly right away.

The riders went oul first on the bikes
they knew. Duff tumed on the Norton's
gas and chain oiler, pulled the right-side
gear shift up into first, pulled the bike
backwards until the piston went on to
compression, then ran forward and
hopped on. Lots of noise but no spark.
With a little push from the onlookers the
big high-compression single finally fired.

By contrast, Sheppardturned on thegas
and pushed the Honda about three metres
before hopping on and riding away. Two-
strokes definitely start more easily.

After a few laps they swapped bikes
and after gingerly checking out the
different-feeling responses and reversed
foot controls they buzzed around fast
enough to compare how the two bikes felt
at the same speeds around the track.

Duff was impressed by the Honda: "The
little Honda is a joy to ride. As it sits, it's
superior inhandling. braking. everything.
I know you could go faster on the Honda.”
Sheppard was equally impressed with
the vintage Norton: “That machine is
among the best I've ever ridden. [t wen
across the bump in One like it wasnt
there.”

Both riders commented on the relative
sizes of the machines. The Nortonis much
larger than the Honda inevery dimension.
Sheppard particularly noticed that it was
very high in the seat. Dull found the
Honda cramped. He thought it would be
better if he had time to move the controls
around to better suit himself, but figured
he'd find it tight regardless.

Neither rider found the size differential
bothersome, except that Duff missed a
couple of shifts, which he attributed to
being cramped and having trouble mov-
ing his foot to where Sheppard had the

Competitive from the early Fifties to the

mid-Sixties, the Manx is a classic.

]

Light and agile, the Honda is faster than
its four-limes-bigger track-mate.

=

The mists of time parted when Dufl and
Sheppard rode the bikes side-by-side.

shift lever located. The Honda owner said
he didn't find the bigger size and heavier
weight of the Norton a handling hin-
drance: "It goes right where you point .
You don’t have to muscle it around at all.”

Duffl agreed. but preferred the Honda
with one reservation. “Sure the Norfon's
on rails. U1l go across bumps and through
corners easily. They're predictable. but
I've been in tank slappers on Manx Nor-
tons. The little Honda... [ felt you could
almos! ge! through One flat out. Whether
vou could on the Norton...

“Bikes today. including the Honda, feela
little less forgiving. You could rush a
Manx into and through places in terrible
shape and get through. You probably
couldn’t do that on the Japanese bikes.”

Duff and Sheppard agreed that the
modern bike had a more responsive
engine. Sheppard found that “The Norton
buzzes about equal to, or maybe abit more
than. & Yamaha 500 single. There's good
response from 2,000 but the carburetion
wasn't as reflined. It comeson the cam and
pulls strong (starting) from 4,000 to 4,500
rpm. It feels strong but controllable, like a
tractor.”

Duff found the Honda's high power-
band noticeable. “You had to use thegears
a lot more, but it was noproblem. [tcarbu-
reted well and had a fairly good power
spread if you kept it on the pipe.

*1 used four gears on the Honda, and
only two on the Manx. | just got into third
on the straight. The Honda is impressive.

It reminds me a bit of the old works
(Yamaha) twin, it has the same sort of
feel.”

Duff thought the Honda easier to ride
than the Norton despite the peaky motor.
“The Manx is a lot more work to ride. On
the pipe, off the pipe, only four gears, a
slow gearchange. it's heavy... There's alot
of linkage to move when you shift or
brake, the gear riatios are very wide...
That's all making work for the rider.”

Duff loved the Honda's disc brakes.
"Bikes today stop. The front brake on the
Honda is superb. I waslucky tobe vertical
when | used it first.” Sheppard agrees,
saying that he canget the Honda to lilt the
rear wheel without much trouble. His
comment on the Manx's drums was short:
"Not much brakes.”

We asked Dulf, since he liked riding the
Honda so much. if he wished he'd had
bikes like that when he was tramping
around Europe as a privateer in the early
Sixties. “Yes, no question. Bul the cost
would have been prohibitive. That's the
advantage of the old ones, is maintenance.
Change the oil and plug., paint the
numbers and check the timing. With luck
that'd do for most of a season.”

Sheppard says the Honda has been
extremely reliable, but agrees that there's
a lot of fiddling to keep it right. “The basic
machine is strong and very durable.
Clutch plates lasted all Jast year, and so
did the pads on both brakes.

“Alter every race youhavetochangethe
gearbox oil, the rings and the head gasket.
That's about $32. Then every second race
you do the same, plus change the piston,
the wrist pin and bearing. the circlips and
the fork oil. That's $32 plus about another
$43.

“Then there's tires. A rear lasls one race,
Thal's $115. A front lasts three and costs
aboul the same. So every three races you
have to spend between $500 and S600 to
keep it going properly. Youdon't haveany
choice if it's going to keep working.”

Aside from the cos! factor, Dufl thinks
the Honda "is a super little bike:greatfora
privateer, 1 couldn’t really find anything
mechanically wrong. You can just throw
it around, nice and easy. The Norton
brought back memories of the thumping
and burbling and noise and dirt and chain
oilers—all that shit, I was glad to get off
the Manx. The old hulk is heavy and oily
and dirty and it vibrates.

“Mind you, | was glad to get off both of
them, but for different reasons. The
Honda was just too cramped for me.”

Sheppard wasn’t hard on the Manx;
unlike Duff he hadn't had years of famil-
jarity to breed contempt. For him, part of
the ride was as much on a legend as a
motorcycle. “Very refined, that motorcy-
cle. Fun toride.”

And when you get right down to it
that's what racing is supposed to be all
about. You'd have to conclude that while
the machines are vastly different, their
basic function is little changed. 0
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TEST

DOING IT

RIGHT

Honda's first open-class racer

was worth waiting for.

he CR450R is Honda's
ﬁh‘»r4'r1'.r*||.'1.nu;wncl.'|.55
molocross and comes
right in the shadow ol
Andre Malherbe's win of the
1980 world 500 oc molocross
championship. Malherbe rode
i fqlt.lnrjr Honda RC500M of
which the 431 oo producltion
machine is almos! a clone.

The stunning similarity be-
tween the factory bike and the
version that anvenecan buyis
the reason that this is the best
U‘i]l‘.’“ l.'lnl..‘h-"b H'HItI!H_:rl,'I-?i._‘i.-lf'l' rh11|
we have ever ridden. It is not
the revolution that the first
250 Elsinore was in 1973, but
that’s impossible now that
compelilion belween manu-
facturers is so [ierce.

The machine i a visual
real. The typical bright red |
Honda bodywork is comple-
mented by the red engine and
chassis. Yellow number

gave the starter a solid push
through. The lever never bit
back and first- or second-
kick starting was the orderof
the day.

The 450 needs a fair bit of
clutch slippage to get under
way because the first-gear
ralio in the Honda's [our-
speed gearbox is roughly
equivalent lo second gear in
the five-speed machines of
the competition.

Throtile response is im-
mediate butl controllable and
is somewhat unique to the
CR450. During the initial ride
the bike feels almost peaky
but that description does not
do justice o the machine
Cood low-end power com-
bines with incredible trac-
tion lo provide endless
wheelies if the rider so
wishes. This is not because of
excessive rear weight dist-
nbulion. but rather because

plates, unlike the whiteon the
250 and black on the 125, add
the world championship
touch. The [ront number plate
looks sirange indeed. It is obviously a
carcry-over from the waler-cooled
CR250R and CR125R where it is neces-
sary lor the passage of cooling air to the
twin radiators. On the CR450i1 just looks
oul of place

The big news for Honda production
compelition machines this yearisthePro
Link rear suspension. A massive single
shock absorber pivols on needle beanngs
and sits ina well prolected position just to
the rear of the engine. The rising-rate
PROgressive LINKage arm and connect-
ing rod are almost hidden from sight and
harm at the front of the sturdy extruded
aluminum swingarm. It is by far the
most compacl-appeaning rear suspension
system lo date. However. like Kawasaki's
Uni-Trak. the linkage of the CR450R has
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For $2.599 you get world-class handling and suspension
thanks to Pro-Link chassis.

lo be dismantled in order to Jubricate its
friction points

Riders of all shapes and sizes felt right
al home when sitting on the Honda for the
first time. The seating position was per-
fect for cevervone who rode the bike and
evien shorler riders w &re .Jkl:r' fo louch the

plush rear

thanks to the

ground
SUSDENsIoNn

Star ling the bike was ~.;_.'IF;;;~.|1|5::1,' FASY
when r:il:':'.FLI..'I"\.E fothe Kowasaki KX420
and the Yamaha YZ465 tested in the April
issue of {'.}i'!-'{LI!'l-lu'-l The left-side kick-
start lever was found to work best when
the nder stood beside the machine and

it simply hooks up when the
throtile is opened

The Honda's rear SUSpeEn-
sion allows a very sofl initial spring rale
which squats the rear and gives the tire a
pood bite while relaining capacily to ab-
sorb horrific jumps. Riders of less than
worid-class ability found its ease of lofi-
ing the front end over rutted, gnarly ter
rain exiremely benelicial.

The CR430 has first-class straight-line
stability over rough ground. It holds the
riders chosen line extremely well and
inspires greal confidence at speed.

On a particularly slippery. hilly. trea-
cherous riding area the biggest CR could
be ridden almost flat-out downgrades that
would be suicidal on other machines. The

The CR450 is a natural slider. It's predictable over
rough ground and inspires great confidence at speed.






With 52.9 hp available, the CR450's
attitude is closely governed by the
rider’s right wrist. Pro-Link's superb
Iraclion puls power on lhe ground.

HONDA CR450

41 mm diametler Kayaba front lork uses
its 305 mm ol travel to smooth out the
nastiest ridges, passing only a faint shock
to the rider's arms. The rear sSuspension
lakes impacls without disturbing the
rider or rear tire traction.

One trait of the Honda which imme-
diately endeared itself toall nders wasthe
bike's adamant refusal to swap ends even
with severe provocation. Under hard
acceleration on a greasy surface the rear
wheel would slide just so much and no
more even when the rider slipped it into a
higher gear with the throttle pinned to the
stop. Open class motocross is demanding
enough, but at least the CR450 works for
you, rather than against you.

The CR is a natural slider. Its moderate
1 511 mm wheelbase and 29.5-degree

kBN

\ Lln\

sleering head angle make fast comnering
predictable. The bike prefers to take the
outside line in turns but with the CR's
precise throttle response and low-end
torque tight corners are easy. High-speed
braking is thoroughly predictable thanks
to a double-leading-shoe front drum
brake and single-leading-shoe rear drum
with a brake swept area of 2199 5q. cm.
Make sure first gear is engaged in tight
corners, since neutral comes up too easily.

The CR450sports achrome-moly semi-
double cradle frame. The front downtubes
fork to accommodate the exhaust pipe's
connection to the unbrideed central
exhaust port. The steering head is liber-
ally gusseted and has a short backbone
tube running down to the tank/seat junc-
tion where the Pro-Link is mounted.
Shock forces are fed almost straight into
the sleering head.

Roger De Coster was hired by Honda to

\\m ?\\;mm““




develop the motocross machine in late
1979, The five-time world 500 cc moto-
cross champion helped refine the single-
shock Pro-Link system on the lactory
machines in early 1980inordertohavethe
system ready for the 1981 model year. The
single nitrogen-charged shock moves a44
mm diameter piston through a 95 mm
stroke which translates to 312 mm of rear
wheel travel.

The shock spring rate is linear, while
the linkage creates a progressive wheel
rate. Damping can be set to one of lour
positions by an easily reached knob near
the boltom of the shock.

The rear suspension’s leverage ratio,
the ratio by which the wheel moves in
relation to shock travel. starts out al a
mild 4.5: 1 and drops to 1.6: 1at theend of
travel. The leverage decreases steadily
through the wheel's movement with a big
drop coming in the last one-sixth of the

travel. The result is a suspension rate that
is three times higher at the end of travel
than at the beginning. Thanks lo the Pro-
Link the rear wheel swallows small
bumps and still handles big jumps with
CASE,

The air-cooled 431 cc engine has a bore
and stroke of 85 x 76 mm and a compres-
sion ratioof 7.1 : 1. Carburetionis viaa 38
mm Keihin that never flooded or failed 1o
give immediate throttle response. We
noliced some delonation at high engine
speeds when under a load as inclimbing a
steep hill. A slight increase in main jet size
should cure this.Unlike most of Honda's
recent motocrossers, the cylinder on the
450 has a steel sleeve which can be

rebored. No need to junk a cylinder when
the piston’s fit getssloppy. Thecrankshafl
is also rebuildabl
1S S0 MEOUCia e,

A capacitor discharge ignition system
provides consistently powerful sparks

with no fouling, high-rpm missing or
other poor behavior. Plenty of juice at
cranking speeds makes starling the
CR450 literally no sweal.

With adry weight of 105.7 kg the Honda
is no featherweight but it feels very light
thanks to the low cenlre of gravily.
another benefit of the Pro-Link system,
and to having the mass of the motorcycle
centred between the wheels.

The CR450 is one of the easiesl open
class molocrossers to ride. The bike
inspires confidence like no other we have

tested although the Yamaha is close. The
Honda encourages the rider to push and
expand his limits and rewards him with
fast lap limes.

Whether the rider is an open-class
expert or just moving into the big league,
riding the Honda will be a thrill, not an
exercise in terror, and in racing thal can be

-

all the advantage that’s ever needed. O

Leverage ratio of the Pro-Link system
varies between 4.5:1 and 1.6:1.

Pivols lor helty forged aluminum links
rcqmn: dm.n-rmhlg. for lubrication.

The CR's lorquey 431 cc :np,mt has a
replaceable steel eylinder liner.

Rear spring preload is adjusted by
lummu num at tnp nl threaded shock.

bmperﬁmn h;lds fecd into -huri -mll 'I:uh-l.-- hﬂwem wal and slunng head.

1981 Honda CR450R

MODEL ...
PRICE...... N A e $2,599
ENGINETYPE. . Single-cylinder
two-stroke, air-

cooled, four-speed

transmission, pri-

mary kick starling
DISPLACEMENT 431cc
BORE ANDSTROKE ... B5x 76
mm

HORSEPOWER ....52.9al 6,500
rpm [claimed)

aaaaaaa

TORQUE 5.9 kg-m at 6,000
rpm (claimed)

CARBURETION. .... One Keihin
38 mm

IGNITION ...ccnsesnnnrees CDI

SUSPENSION .. Telescopic fork,
air and coil spring, oil-
damped with 305 mm
travel; rear Pro-Link
single shock adjust-
able for preload and
damping with312mm

travel

TIRES.....Bridgestone M21 3.00
x 21 front, Bridge-

stone M22 5.10 x 18

rear

WEIGHT ....cc000.... 1057 kg

FUEL CAPACITY .......9litres

Dhatribatod by Hoeds Cansda Ing., 715 Melnes Ave
S bt ugh, Dat, M1 KK (§18) Fa4-8100
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of the 650 class may

ow be dismissed.

When Suzuki decides to step into
a class, other follks can only sigh. And
step aside.

Case in point: The new GS5-650E.
G and GL. Friends, these bikes aren't
just new, they're tomormow-new.

For instance, the G and GL Shafts
are outfitted with a unique trans-
mission/shaft system. Get this: When
these bikes are shifted into high gear
(Sth). the power is transferred directly
from the engine to the shaftdrive.
thus bypassing the transmission
reduction gears. Result: More compact

engine, less driveline lash.

You think that’s something?
Listen to this: The sporty E model
comes with an automatic dual damp-
ing shock system. 50 damping rates
are automatically adjusted within the
shocks as loads and roads change.

You think that’s neat? Well, hear
this: All three bikes are powered by
Suzuki's new Twin Dome Combustion
Chamber engine. Without getting into

s ¢
1.

a lot of technotalk, we’li just say that
this 4-cylinder, 4-stroke i5 a power-
house. Yet, it is extremely fuel-efficient
and clean-burning.

We could go on and on about
these extraordinary bikes. All three are
appointed with CV carbs. transistor-
ized ignition, Quartz Halogen head-
light. digital gear indicator, top-
mounted choke and accessory terminal

And each has its own special fea-
tures. Like tubeless tires and air forks

on the G model. Tubeless tires with
. raised white letters on the GL. And
/  dual slotted front disc brakes with
arear single disconthe Eand G
Also, of course, each
of these beautiful machines is
backed with a beautiful
12-month unlimited mileage
warranty.*
Sure, you've seen 650
bikes before. But you've never seen
650 bikes ke these before.

B 3 apriiaind Tabe o € ansda Sutety § oo ol nides tradng ¢ ourter. Sre yout Sarsh i e aled b dalnil
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THE SUM OF THE

PARTS IS GREATER
THAN THE WHOLE

There are so many of them, and each
one has to be designed, manufactured, shipped, warehoused,
catalogued, handled, taxed and delivered to your
neighborhood dealership.
And, Karl Marx notwithstanding, everyone along the way
must make a profit.

By Damian James

LLE SARATEN
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oudon't know what a deal you're getting when youbuya
new motorcycle. Prices of four and five thousand dollars
for big machines are nowthenorm. That soundslike,and
is. a lot of money. But when you start to look closely at
what you're getting for the dollars you're laying out. it
looks like a better deal.

We became curious about what it would cost to build a
molorcycle from scratch. Not todesign and produce one, but just
to add up the individual cost of every component on a molorcy-
cle and see how close it came 1o the suggested retail price you
would pay if you wanted to take
the bike home.

If you've had to buy parts for
your bike, you may not be sur-
prised to learn thal theansweris,
“not very close.” You probably
will be surprised to learn
that, at least for the example
we chose, a 1979 Kawasaki KZ1000 Mark 11, the answer is more
than three times as much as the retail price of the bike.

The big KZ listed for $4,199 when it was new. Going through
the parts catalogue and price list gave us a total parts cosl of
$14.893.10. To that you can add the time it would take to put the
parts all together. Areputable Kawasakidealer estimated that it
might take a good mechanic 30hoursat $25 per hourtoassemble
our box of parts into a running bike. That's another $750.

We didn't choose Kawasaki because of any expectations of
how low or how high the cost might work out. The KZ1000 was
chosen because it's a popular bike, and because ithas areputation
for lasting a long time: therefore, the numbers will have some
currency for a while.

What makes parts so expensive? How can the same company
that sells you a ready-made bike for four thousand dollars turn

Parts and prices in a KZ1000

Imagine how much cheaper
itis to ship 2,000 parts
as a whole bike rather

than in separate packages.

L]

around and sell the same parts in bits for nearly 15grand? There
are a lot of reasons, but perhaps the chief one is the amount of
time and effort that has to go inte building mountains of spare
parts, inventorying them, cataloguing them. shipping them,
warehousing them and finally delivering them to theguy whose
widget stopped widgeting two weeks earlier.

A lot of hands handle your parts, and each pair of hands is
doing so because there is some profit to be made. A manufac-
turer makes a washer for tenths of a cent and sells it to the
motorcycle builder. The builder tacks on enough to cover his
cost of handling it and some pro-
fit, and sells it to his distributor.

The distributor ships the
washer from Japan to Canada,
paying freight and insurance
and customs and brokerage and
tax and warehousing and
salaries of his staff to make sure
the washer gets where it's going. The washer than gets sold toa
dealer, who has to pay for rent and salaries and heat and light
and his own food and interest on his bank loan, and he'd like to
make some money, too. Motorcycle shops, after all, are not
charitable institutions.

By the time all this has been paid for, the few tenths of a cent
the washer first cost is up toeight cents. "Outrageous!” screams
the consumer, “Eight cents fora 10 mm washer for an aircleaner
bolt? Rip-off’.” But when you understand the steps inthe pricing.
the cost of most parts doesn’t seem exorbitant,

There are nearly 2,000 pieces in our KZ£1000, Just think how
much cheaper it has to be to have all the steps from manufac-
turer to consumer done once, in an assembled bike, tather than
2,000 times and you'll get some idea why parts prices areas high
as they are when compared to the cost of a motorcycle.

UNIT TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
SEf¥: TV pricE  pRICE | QTY:  TTEM PRICE PRICE
CYLINDER HEAD COVER 16 split keeper 0z 1.2
L] relalpet 384 0.7
16 bl 5045 $1360 | 5 spring. outer valve 495 L0
1 cover. cylinder head &0 55 @mss | 8 spring. innes valve 2175 0 00
1 ﬂ""" 592 5921 8 oil seal 4.79 3832
z i 236 631 | & sral, valve spring 220 17.60
1 tach pear j4.38 TR i valve, exhaus 2108 B2
1 ﬂ-r;-.'u T 1-2? 1 ig 4 valve, intake 1843 .72
1 fde, tachca LY
: Silsesl 286 st | CYLINDER, PISTON, CRANKSHAFT
1 skel, tachomeler gear A 34 | 1 (her cylinder 1165 11.85%
1 t:-ll A5 B3 - n:h:n.:':?‘:nu'lJI 102 204
i haalder, t ok hotreted 04l 041 1 oy linder Madl F&0.81
- s pin dowel (17,5 .64
CYLINDER HEAD >70 98 sooos | 1 gasket, exlinder hace 275 278
1 eylinder head 1.0% 1744 4 rubber piug 0.31 124
16 bt T, 1684 H nrg et 1584 100 .36
2 bolt 4 Mas 4 phston 1500 100,00
2 bearing. cam shalt [T ¥ 656 1 pislon pin 442 1768
] pin, dowel 031 48 L girelip, pislon pin 03 248
B circlip. valve guide 842 24 48 1 crarkahaft aser mhly Ti0.5% 716.53
4 guide, inket valve 83z 528 1 berlt .73 1.73
4 guide, pxbacst valve 08z 656 | ! dowel pin 0.31 031
] siud 8 0 * 50 1 washer, spark aGvane 1 TAR
4 plug. cylinder head cover 126 12 1 Bolt, spark advande 228 228
LT aul, cyiinder head oAz 318
8 washer 1E %3 =510 ¥ bl 102 4 08
2z st cylinder hirad 1054 I1.08 4 damiper rublser 1.38 hAd
i Mder, carbunelon 1054 21.08 4 collar, uppe s idier 020 0,80
2 holder. carburetor 0.37 0.74 i idler assembly, cam chain 3716 37.16
[ plug 0.17 136 2 idler assembly, cam chain 3114 62 36
B MW 1.2 488 1 cam chain 4308 43,06
4 clamp = 088 | 4 darmper rubber, guide roller 024 096
4 L 2 shafl, rolber guide 142 343
1 BLFEW 014 D.14
CAMSHAFT, VALVES 1 ide. cam chain 4.22 422
| carnshalt, exhaust 8 AG il BG i  rubbes 031 DBz
| sprocihel, camabalt imH 7. i shaft, cam chain guids 143 343
f bt 041 246 | 1 roller 4.22 432
1 camihafl, intake QAEG %70 1 tensioner assembly, cam chain 4 95 24.96
1 :r'ﬁlrl,umrhl". 17N 17.71 1 push rod TAB 748
8 ah 4.7 24 1 speing, lens ones 1.38 1.26
a tappel 1843 4744 ! ielaimer, fehabaner 357 3.57
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Quaker State
helps bikes last,
and finish first!

Everybody knows how Quaoker
State Motor Qil helps cars last. Now bikers
are saying the same thing, whether they
ride for fun or ride to win.

Quaker State Motorcycle Motor
Qil provides exceptional film strength to
minimize scuffing, wear and seizure in the
high temperatures encountered in
motorcycle operation. All-weather form-
vlation allows year-round use, for easy
starting at cold temperatures and

maximum protection ot elevated
temperatures,

Quaker State meets all demands:
SAE 10W40, 20W50, APl performance, SD,
SE and SF

And brand new for 1981! Quaker
State Aerosol Chain Lubricants, formulated
to “creep” into chain components and cable
strands to help provide excellent lubrication
and rust prevention,

You're a winner with Quaker State.



PARTS, PARTS...

UNIT TOTAL
PRICE PRICE
1 collar, lensones 4.7 470
1 AP MR eSO =11 211
1 skt 0rr 077
1 [, lefianier 768 7.63
1 warher [ o3l
1 balt, tensianer adjuster 06> 063
F 4 bkt [} A2
CRANKCASE
4 bl 048 182
1 Hpr.ul 950 90
z Tirg 041 (i ¥ _F
F 4 '“t. 041 . F
i otl pressure T8 788
1 “! 07 037
I 2. oad P 184 7.68
1 I hﬂtls;f e e
1 LIEY] 041
1 hu-d,-.r. ther 1438 1438
1 (h-rang 163 164
2 R W | e [1 ]+
2 ol Lar 3 B 572
4 tube, breather 1,90 .60
1 plate, breather upper 143 142
] phl-t breather lawer 143 143
H 037 206
1 g ul fidler 4.3 422
1 nnzwl ol filler plug 037 037
4 102 4 .08
1 mu.hu-ﬂ nagt [ s 6521
[} pin, dowel 082 656
2 Az, bearing setting e F. ] 632
3 m dowel 037 074
4 1 1.29 5106
CRANKCASE BOLT ANDSTUD
4 sl 85 1144
4 st & Ry 10.44
4 itud ] 1144
F | bl ora 38
4 lamp (iT.1 260
a bl [iE 2] 132
| baln .19 1.9
i bl 1.73 1.7
1 [ 1] 1.63 116
4 bt 1.29 516
2 bl 1.63 316
4 balt 0&s 172
| Bl 1.56 1568
1 O-rinag 37 0a7
CLUTCH
i bushing. clutch i .23
1 cluteh necdle bearing 600 i e
1 wanher, elutch the usi 183 163
H bauning, dlutch 21930 TH30
1 bk, elutch iris ArIE
8 plate. clutch friction A2 .56
7 te, clutch sieel 455 M7
i I, stewl 030 s ]
1 pmhrr.n;iutr.h spring plate Biz 6.1z
i plate, cluteh aphiag 1095 NS
5 sprirg. cluich 1A% 7a5%
5 ] Loz 5.10
1 il i ] 0.0
1 aC T W L2 .13
1 wirelip 031 0.31
1 Pt LIRS e ]
11 all, steel 010 1.10
1 aulter. cluwich reloawe L F A
- 4 [ 3s 1T ol 04
1 imner, £ luich miraa B.A1 [ ¥}
1 pin. caller ooy ooy
1 "i eyt b release 0.7 0T
i rodd, clutch push 3k Isd
H Ch-ring 034 034
TRANSMISSION GEARS
] 'I.rm.'!l'nm !:.;: 1143
F [ 40, 1] ] 122
F | nﬂdJE bearing [+ 1380
2 washar, thrual 5] e {
2 BpaLE T 044 088
I wcond gear, drive shall 25,50 25.50
i anker LT ] 138
2 it 0.A2 o4
1 third ear, drive shall 7.4 b ]
1 fouirth  dirive shall 3112 nzz
] ahalt, drive f1LA% 6183
1 bearing. ball J8.00 2800
1 waikae 190 1.850
1 mat, bock 479 .79
1 wiileh, neutral indicator Fd. ¥ ] 82

! |
QTY. ITEM UNIT TOTAL
PRICE PRICE
] mt 1590 1.90
] washer 1.53 153
1 irse sprocket 2049 49
1 £, engine aprocket ami IE4
1 ring Ly o8]
H ball bearing 740 1740
] waiher, thrust img 1ED
1 second wear, output shall oA Al
F 4 Wik [ 068
2 circlip O 050
1 top pear, oulpat shaft 4106 4200
1 third gear. output shalt 1764 el 7]
1 waaler, thrust 11 .11
1 ahalt, output 5763 7063
3 ball, stes [T 030
1 fourth gear, outpul shaft iz D22
1 low gear, oulpul shall L | 3519
1 bt ng. urr.-tpul shalt 14.21 14.21
1 bushing, logp gear 125 1323
1 bushing. second gear 1222 1323
GEAR CHANGE MECHANISM
1 rubber, c hange pedal .39 1.39
; bt :.‘-'I HI
Al fg 41 z
1 hﬂ: 061 081
i lever. change lfvrum 1.9 1.39
i |.|:|ﬂn:| thmT 133 1.33
i -purr.hln-r 849 Fa L
] pm ] 2.8
1 nul [ 8 I oz
] spriing 48 248
1 sErew i N a7
1 holder, changed drum pin ooz Dz
] i, € Bangee drums oz 0 AS
| pin_ l:lhlwt T 03r 1 e
1 i fork ST I 64
1 pln akalt fork A6 48
1 washer o D3l
i rodd, ahilt B 8.6
H dn'lir oD e
z shifl fask 270 5578
i lever, gear change .02 82
| clrclip air 0.17
1 bolt, chatige drum posilbofs iy 537 337
] waskher. lock o6l o]
KICKSTARTER MECHANISM
1 rubbeer, kick pedal 112 .12
i cirelip air 017
] waskes (i} ] o3
] all, steel .14 014
1 spring. kick pedal 034 034
1 boss, kick pradal 1649 A
1 Bl 0ar 037
H sprimg. hickstarter 04 a64
| b, b npring .58 158
1 aft. kickalaries 3.7 333
4 chrelig sl 132
1 el lar 9% L0
I waiher, thrust aTs 150
| pear, kickstarfer 24,17 .17
1 : kichabal y " E
i al - kickabali 1.50 .
: n-lt‘:: . | d LY 1265
spring, ratchel .22 122
i holder. ratebal npring L.50 .50
1 cliclip 0.3 039
ENGINE COVERS
[/ bl (T 1] 108
[ healt o6l 304
| Ly eT, prmeralor TE.53 A3
1 kel | .59
I ] des 1.38
4 washer oi4 036
, bl ozh 050
2 Ll D48 096
i pover. cluleh adjuling 517 547
] skt (¢ T F, ] oA
3 irh] wrial 1L67 501
| covet, [ront chain 06,74 6. 74
i afresion, s 1133 1133
1 corvier s arrester, Felalndag 504 B94
4 BEE W ajy AR
4 warker [+ §] .24
1 SR W o3r 037
i P W oy a7
5 Bl FEW [+ 1§ ) OAS
F Lo .30 .40
1 wif] seal 184 JB88
1 oil aral 1.90 l i-u
i uyer, ransen s on 2508

MAY 1881 CYCLE CANADA 33



PARTS, PARTS...

Qry —— UNIT TOTAL QTY UNIT TOTAL
PRICE PRICE g ITEM PRICE PRICE
i gaskhe], tranamiseion cover 188 3 1 clamp, harmess L E ] 041
1 gasked, engine cover 1.22 122 | 2 winiher i 014
1 o4l vl 288 286 | 2 srew 0.14 028
| [ e b 5819 1 rolos b 1% 14617
[ bl 0% 324 | spark advance assembly 3526 15.26
1 gaskel, point cover 1M 21 | 1 enil, pulsing +4.71 H“HT
1 cover, conlach breaker 18.0% wos | 2 eoil, ignithon 3063 6126
1 gasket, clutch cover 187 187 | 4 rut [T 244
i cover. clutch I | 4 cap assembly, spark plug 629 5.16
1 bt 0 EH TA8 | 4 grommet, high tensbon cord 037 1.48
1 gavge, ol level s I8 | 4 grommet, spark plug cap 037 148
1 ol | swal L&7 167 | 4 spark plug 1.50 6.00
! gaske! kichstarter cover 054 054 | 1 resstor assembly 032 2032
] cover. kickalaster 3A6T BAET | 3 m‘hlm_ vollage 3791 17491
- 5 L+ 034
mm | igniler 160, 12 169,12
1 carburelon asay. Lis.Th S8TH | 2 washer s 016
1 clamp, averllow pipe s 228 | 2 Bl iz gii
OIL PUMP, OIL FILTER 2 B o -
] balt, chck valve 432 422 | 3 o .34 042
: warker - 034 nxd | 4 cap, spark plug A8 292
apring. check valve 211 o
g ball. steel 0 o20 | STARTER MOTOR, STARTER CLUTCH
] elemend, ol filter 475 575 ] 1 boli 03 L B
] T EY. i0.25 0zs | 2 washer 0a7r 0.4
] Hnn-g af] [elter 048 048 i Eover, starting motor 237 537
I Sil] La3 163 1 waske 445 4.55%
1 waskel, ofl pan 4.3 439 | 1 molor assembly, starting 1A AR 184 .88
1 i, odl 4168 4168 | 2 bolt .17 0.34
1B ] W1 1.0 13.28 1 elutch assembly, starting .44 A4
3 by 02 apa | 3 yoaiher 034 102
| D-ring 256 288 | 2 Bl T 1.83
1 coner, oul filier 0.8 QA6 | 1 plate. starting clutch z11 .11
i sl 048 048 | 1 RO CRE 1.58 1.58
| ksoli f4a 048 i peersl e bsarire 1 711
| bolt, il filter 57 575 1 gear. slartirg elutch 3.7 5.7
z Oring 041 oAz | 1 d-gaur 0a% 085
H ﬂ:.ul drain AR 821 i mper ruldber a7 517
i t .19 |1 wear, slarting maotor 574 3,74
i cirel a0 0.20 i collar 240 340
i pin. dowel 014 o.M | 1 switeh assembly. magnelic R T - T
] wear, of]l pump 2158 e | 2 el 01z 034
! washer 163 183 | 2 wather o7 o4
1 oil pump assem by S48 ToAN . Al Tl 122
1 D-ring 037 037 | FRA
2 E:l-llnu-l 1.4 188
] 1] 048 048 | 1 h“hﬂ 1 ﬁ *-2§
1 W 2.1
AIR CLEANER i wasker IR 28
4 oW 07 06 1 mul, abewring afem 328 316
4 clamp, air inlet 88 144 | 1 cap 152 1.53
4 dhoct, alr cheaner 4.m 116 i Cafe, Aliering slem 4.7 4.78
] P W [ ey riG |9 hall, ateel o4 48
S woasher aar 136 1 race, Aleering slem h ¥ . " |
| Lile 1L =148 1 rade, slecnng slem _— 4.1
i cap, alr cleaner 14 5 059 1 frame LA KD 3TAanl
1 element, i cleanor 1% 1hfd 1 Fealt, pengine anounilin 143 343
1 body, air cleanss A2.7% sl 2 Al 0,30 o.40
I clamp, sabenoer A 56 | B Wk b o.08 0.4
| P T TET i E::Ir. frant enxine mounting LAh z.a88
1 silender 251 e It 041 04l
- cop, drain 11 4.22 1 bualt 057 77
| tube, draln 15 L AL ST - | 1] ] L3 447
1 clamp. drain tube 037 03r | 3 wankher 020 060
1 - e 0ir 017 1 Bl 1.22 122
i washer .06 .0 z bolt 020 040
i wiasher 014 054 1 prate. front engine mounting g EM
1 PLATE, feaT ehgnRe Mounting Lo ]
MUFFLERS 1 1#, FEar g ne mauniinmg A8 384
4 garket 210 840 | 3 I 0.5 162
[ eaxd L 103 (T i collar, engine mounling 1.6 163
4 hnlder 1380 5520 1 collar, Figine mouRting .22 422
A nut, lock (L] 4 48 1 b 065 L
2 pipe. exhaust 043 1 T 1 bl 18 116
4 elamp 288 1144 1 bslt bl 225
] i ] 1.38 544 2 washer [+ % (i &1
4 skt 175 Wwoo [ 2 nut 1.83 336
1 pipe. mulller connection 517 850711 damper rubber 163 1.63
1 cover, muifler .11 o211 | 4 bushing. muftler fitting 184 1538
4 i by .08 0,32 4 W (e 1. 1.64
4 BLEE W 0.0 0.80 | Beslt 021 030
1 cover, mualller .11 .11 1 wather 008 0.08
2 muffler assembly L2 324 | 3 warher 04 0.14
4 bl 20 040 i grip. [rame a2 9.21
z hmt:'!. mufller : ;: 1632 1 cast (¥ - 6AT
4 WA 032
3 damper 031 031 | BATTERY CASE, TOOL CASE
2 bolt 184 368 | hl:-hrr 017 017
‘I Vil 00s 0.7
GENERATOR, ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR ENGINE 1 beacket. base > 38 738
1 stator assembly 126.11 12601 | 4 bt 017 068
: | bualn azxr A1 4 washer [ F }] 1.24
comndonrecs o0eANID NIORE PARTS
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| Motorcycle
Insurance

i
‘ “Our specialty”

SY RUBEN INSURANCE LTD.
1081 Bloor St. West,
1 Toronto, Ont, M6H 1M5
1 Telephone (416) 239-8103

o /
M ﬁ; 24-hour

Gﬁ. Mail Order
p,ft

Service

RIDERS Js.Tion

249 Proeend mer Boad
Winnoeg Marstoba, F2J 0B2B

(204) 233-5980

NEW KUTTER
BU'I’ERS GUIDE

Announcing 1981
Full Color Cataleg
s & » FEFDUME] NEW
sport SPECIAL
Falring.

Lpw pre AFFOEDANEE (o
ey of dhyrueme Kufied aO0rE
P lir-'-;q. (4 e bR
R D, Fidaer E sy (e
& peCeel Sl g
5000 Pt

Pl E

fi: — -]
Hiow g I

Box b4 Codar Fally bovars F0410 (117 3 B804

Lalei Cb.

You've been waitling a
longe time for Honda to
Liisild an open-clas
MOWCIIEEeT, Y 0l K
when it came it would be
built rygnl

The CR4G0 wraps up
53 ferocious horscpower in
i frame wetghing only
105 ke It uees Hlonda's
wnsational pro-link single
ahock rear suspendson; the
same svslem and the same
chassis that took Graham
MNovee and Andre Malherbe
o U Iast two 500 o world
miatoerms Ll

The wail 15 over

HH".[H. CRAS0

CALGARY, ALTA. CALGARY, ALTA.

G.W. Cycle
World

T02-16th Ave. N.W.
Calgary, Alta. T2M QIS
(4063) 2890400

SO

Cycle & Motor Co. Lid.

We'ne the acorsory spocialists!
6524 Bowrness Rd. N.W.
Calgary, Alta. T3B O0E9

(403) 288-5421

RED DEER, ALTA. CHATHAM, ONT.

TURPLE BROS. LLTD.
Motorevele dealers sinoe 1900
Honda dealers sinoe 1959

l \ HONIA RN SE
et RE P G Ln D

Southwestern Ontario’s largest

Same location since 1956 Honda mhr
Sy Lsntdx Ave LY R T Y I|.--"'|l 1ol froe
Iw lh,\'l'. Al I-m-‘x ;lb‘.—- § L l'..
k= 000 BG5S Bl R :"r'-r E:

-II1!"-"-II‘*

Pars & Serviee (4000 345-0058 Cha 1-”
) A SR

TORONTO, ONT. ‘VIONCTO\' N.B.

SPECIALTIES

Miller frames, gn.mcu

cables, gaskets, OSSA '
: MONTESA |

seals, clothing

etc. for:

Kemy's Competition Specialies .
162 Ridge St Hamikon, Ont .

LOA 2X5 (4] 6) 3833081 t

All you meed 10 know aboot
evhawnt vilems is the name:

passani

Wamalmafwi i

From the welds 1o the finnh 1o the I,
s Quaiily,
s BASSA NI,
Exhaust systems for street and dint

Dt bt

T & P Marketing

4} Eddvitans Ave Wig s guadnd B Gl
[ Dorw v, Ot sl prder wrrvKe

(416) T8 A6 [haied et Furs i i

e — 'l.l' [ _- :. T
I"I s | l\.-'l ! ko
—————
.i. .r....i...u". J\.'H.l o
—_—

= e r,_q,n. |r_,-_\__r ]
-'.r .“"'Illl.:.:l L i ._... :l I' _h": ...-. L "-:'-l'.:‘l
Trade your bike, van, car, sHraTiotee o6,
Serveoe ngktl or service [poe
el Egtinion E
(st €. of Kenredy

iy merme dands _I';-.r' n;...'uh'l':u,-
1971 Yerge SL (At ctiasdimner sl r'.i_.l"r'.r-‘-fr'uir
Dhaviavile subra oy )

: gy Meoncton, .0 E1C GAZ
16 42308 b
16 4x2-3461 :?:::‘Tﬁ:;. ey o R < fa e

i o . - joorrer of Church & Mountain Rd.)
“Never Knowingly Undersold

WINNERS PICK WINNERS
We build to win!

WORLD'S
LEADER IN 4-STROKE RACING EQUIPMENT

Yoshimura 4 into 1 oxhaus! Sysiems o stock for 1980
S-,EL.'-IEIEI-"-\.'\..- -.I 'a."'.l!.':\}$ alsofor 1979780 Honda
CBT50K and CBT50F. Sond $3.00 lor our 1979/80

colour calalogut

Depindnion 156 Yoirevaora, Ha-Gasd p
Goden QALONS VOIrah racng pads, Mdoyr
RCCESS0NTE 0

roducls. Bafnel Sulches
Cafba amnd

Wes Cotdwy
M0 AMA Yoshimura North West Tel (604) 792-3455
m 150 Yale Road East, Chilliwack, B C. V2P 2P5
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Spark Plugs Are
Greated Equal

Champion’s Thermocouple Plug Tells Why.

You've spent a lot of time

choosing a bike that's nght for your
kind of nding.

But, have you been as particular
about the spark plugs you use?
Take it from Champion, no single
spark plug can perform perfectly
under all conditions. And, using

a plug thatisn't tested for the
performance of your bike or riding
habits could create such problems
as carbon build up, misfiring, or
plug overheating.

circumstances a bike is ikely 1o run
up against. With the helpof a

highly refined temperature-sensing
device known as a thermocouple
plug, Champion precisely measures
the firing tip temperatures of spark
plugs under a wide variety of
challenging condiions.

From this information, Champion
is continuously developing its range
of spark plugs so that we have the
right plug for your bike

So, whether you ride a

To be confident of
which spark plug is best, insist
on Champions. Champion
knows which spark plug is
right for each situation
by testing most of the

\HIIIHIH

Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha,
Suzuki, Harley-Davidson, or any

other make, you can be ready

for just about any riding
condition —with the right
plugs. Champion.

Champion Spark Plug Company of Canada, Limited.
wWindsor, Ontario NOAGP2

Get Started With Champion



m mu Continved from Page 56

UNIT TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
QTY PRICE  PRICE | QTY. ITEM PRICE  PRICE
| Loy, air clearsr 4.0 401 | 1 rablser, grip 540 540
: L:%.p:‘:ruhhr gﬂ- ?H : houslng numl.rl_r "F" ;g:; ﬁ.g;
T F ot o1
] En:fhnim_-.- 384 Ind | 1 grip :'Eqmblb 1h:;unl- 10.05 1095
I mr. battery .58 nia | 2 rear view mirror assembly 1247 704
2 A L& I 034
FENDERS
3 Mg 014 L T
10 :::;PH' rubber 0? rtTo | 1 fenider, front 6.9 B ]
1 1o, ballery case ;ﬂ; :I:II. : H-:h" gg gﬂ
- | el 34 Wil
i cane, loo) ] 670 ; 'halmd'l £, foar I;E 'Ig?;
SWINGARM, REAR SHOCK ABSORBER H wishes 0.08 oA
| nul LEb B8 | 2 wasluer 0.14 024
¥ CAp, BWIng arm 260 538 | fender, rear 1956 1094
4 bearing. needle .1 M2t | 4 bl oar ousE
1 ilivve &4 Wz | 4 collas 228 8.1z
i N ] a4 damper rubber 0z 0.96
! greass ripple 1.12 I._li 4 darmper rubber 031 124
1 nut 1.29 2
: washer 017 034 | FRONT FORK
- “‘th‘l'l'“h - 017 ﬁi; 1 fork assembly 64020 49 20
F 1 LT abaar ber Td.M 1
2 dampes rubber, be ake hose oAz 164 | FRONTMASTER CYLINDER
1 ﬂfr_ swing arm pivid 1207 12?; II tyhr;‘i'rri?ﬁﬁh;mllﬂ i;ﬂ H}ﬁ
2 1 078 1 - 4 wasker, of i !
2 -:»-hnh* : ;: ?ﬁ: 1 mhnﬂ.n?ntﬂ eylinder brake z; ﬂ :;_ g :
i i & 5 04
2 washer 0,08 018 i cover, dust 11 211
F 4 stopper, chain adjuster 280 372 | 2 Bualt oar 04
r 4 adjuster, chain ;ﬂ 1m 2 wum gl.'il-;' g::-
F 4 [ T8 ] : 2 walk s
z bolt 164 72801 }nrnl. lour wa 122 12.23
1 switeh, lront brake 632 [ % &
FOOTRESTS 2 hose. caliper brake 16.90 2130
1 step, front footrest .90 20 | clamp, brake hose 160 160
2 o 0.64 136 | 2 grommet. brake hose bracket 037 4
2 waksher 06! 122 | 3 clamp 143 343
1 bracket, front footrest 21.16 2986 | 2 (e 017 0.34
:{ pn ??; 13 :; 2 washer 0.08 0.18
nut :
i a1° 148 REAR MASTER CYLINDER
i m i in 844 | 1 eylimder ansembly 1915 169,15
i damper rubber on 124 | 2 bt 1.63 126
4 aul 020 a0 | 4 wwat ey 0uss L0
1 brackes. front footrest 2118 .18 | 2 bl 70 40
i ;ﬂfm' footrest ::l-il 1‘:.:: 1 hsvar 2523 1533
< - FRONT CALIPER
: h?:. rear footrest Igﬂ IIIF::I . cilisarmisandi hak e P
arher 7 74 | 1 caliper asseenbly, right HAOT 14807
F oy 0 518
2 pin, cotter 007 014 | 4 baly ;ﬂ =
2 pin. rear footrest fitting 0.48 E;: : :::}: e s I“‘-;
: o ot o | 2 disc plate, front brake 18488 109,76
SIANDS 1 . I assembl 19024 19024
020 0.20 u iper
: EEH nlde ifﬂ HSII :: 1 disc plate. rear brake 184.88 184,88
i i
3 spring. sidestand fitting 234 233 | FRONT HUB, FRONT WHEEL
‘ Shell, e stesd aae e |3 oy el B 1885
; nut i o7a i % | 1 collar. front axle 485 465
1 EpeiE. mmain stand 205 103 : Jﬂﬂ:’;ﬂ&hﬂy H:I:!: :g.-;:
Tnnquzmu BRAKE PEDAL , Rontome Y 798 798
1 21 - XITHE! tire, front T0.00 000
2 muhl-r BT 0.2a
4 colter pin o 03a | 1 pin a0 030
1 todqor link, rear brake 11.70 11.70 : ::I-:t‘h_r :E :ﬁ
-] 1 _
- m: 1" 143 | 2 collar, rear anle 433 4.22
} pifs, ealter ng por | 1 1. rear 46.27 4627
1 I'II.IIi VET] ET ] in. final drive 130,03 130,00
1 Rt 1.12 .12 | 1 coupling sssembly, rear hub 5891 Ao
| wather 0.0 ooa | 1 b w a4 ¥ 10 31075
1 warher oy 0ar : :nll:'-r.mr aile 1:.& := ﬂ
LY .
f hﬂ :J# g.':g 1 weight, balascing 138 i JE
i el T 1.50 170 | 1 bard. rim 217 :;i
1 pedal, brake 34.43 :H: 1 :::* ’;ﬁ .g;m
| noF T .
1 % brake lamgp switch 184 184 | 2 stopper, rim (lock) 1232 ;e
1 clamp ] 180
1 damgeer. rubber 082 082 I:UE' TAH'E““_ an 028
HANDLEBAR, GRIPS z waskar 017 0.34
B Wl SE., (A
4 wa-lhﬂ 0 0 032 | 2 wﬂlu-r d m: 0.34
2 holder. hardlebar 4.39 ara | 2 da rubber 1.84
1 handlabar 15,00 3500 F I'r.ll tank TE 68
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AN ISSUE

That's the cost per issue of a Cycle
Canada subscription based on a
three year term

36 issues $20.95

24 issues $21.95

12 Bsuos $14.95

Use the handy postage-paid card
if this issue O wrile:

CYCLE

CANADA
200 Jarvis St
Toronto, Ont

FOR HONDA
IN EDMONTON
TS

Scoua

AND SPORTSLTD.

T6C OXB

Sales (403) 4320858
Parts (403) 4399289
Service (403) 4333866

- Kawasaki
wasaki
This is the best belt in the
hack yvoull ever get. The
KZA40LTD has a drive belt
instead of & messye chaun or
an expensive, heavy shaft
drve. Built of spacc-ape
Reviar and pobrurethane,
the belt i tough enough o
last 50000 ke with only
bwio or thinee sl justmenis
IU's the wave of the futune.
It comes in an attractive
nackage, Lo, th:.:l‘ Lge-
f ike styling combene with
bullet-proof Kawzsaki
engrincering to make the
ZAWLTD bodt the machine
for you,

HR:’U\. l}(}"\. ; 31.1 F’LI\ ITOBA |

"de u-.r fup]‘ LATM __plm]

AGINCOURT
& EIIQ‘%I&&.&L{-.&'& ONT.

——

- |
|

-l

— i
|

|

ﬂnlanﬂ Ha wasaki

HUAS SR rpard Ave E

= 5 A I3 |ri|: HI‘L ]
Complete sales, sorvioe, parts and — it i 3
PRSI S
Mail orders..Jow prioes | Ontario Kawasalu West
J0-1580h St 4R D neins B, W
Just of f Hwy, #] Missiouaarn Ost. L iX 2R

(204 T25-4 5 BT 3 T

=]
|

OAKVILLE, ONT.

N

11:11%0\1‘(} ONT. |

TRADE YOUR bike, van, |
car, snowmobile ete.

fdE iG) Bl S
Zaic? Forval Warsdsor Drive
Chakvibe (L Ih.. 1.!"_

Authorized Kawasaki dealer
Machine shop services
Fun‘.;:‘.n.-tc parts and accessores . .
1971 Yonge St. Toronto, Ont.

{ Always 500 or more bikes on display)
(We service all Japanese bikes)

Seeour
NEW USED Bike Centre

3801 Dundas St. W, (416) 7694103
{ Always 200 or more bikesondsplay)
*NEVER KNOWINGLY
UNDERSOLD™
Visa, Mastercard, Am Ex

)

—

RIC II\IU‘\I} HILL, {}'\T

| Twin Hills

Authorized Kawasakidealer |
Complete sales, service, parts
& DTS
11645 Yonge St Bax 237
Richmond Hddl, Ont LAC 4Y2
' (116) BS4-5553

BREMBO|

WORLD'S FINEST DISC BRAKES

New Canadian Distributor:
Slater Brothers Canada
4730 Bourque Bivd.
Rock Forest, Quebec (819) 564-0233
Dealer Inquiries Invited
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In its tabloid format, Cycle
Canada was more than just a
magazine. Now, as a magazine,
it’s still far from ordinary. Our
traditional abundance of inter-
esting information has made us
that way.

We seek out and l.].i.."'n'l."h'.t'_["

interesting news, informative
reports and useful features. We
look for entertaining writers.
We provide reader-to-reader
services like Motopinion.

We do product tests, tour
tests, economy tests and track
tests, often with the added
expertise of riders like Mike
Duff and Yv on Duhamel.

And we've created the
national showcase for motor-
eveling, with our three Cycle
Canada shows across the land.

It's all helped to make us
the most widely-read motorcy-
cle publication in Canada, bar
none. Cycle Canada has become
like motorcycling itself, an
Lh!."d.‘rlt. noe.

Experience it for yourself.
Have it delivered to your home
every month. Use the handy
card opposite, or write to our
office at 290 Jarvis St., Toronto,
Ont., M5B 2C5.

1 vear $14.95, L years
$21.95, 3 years $29.95. U.5.
and tun ign subscribers add
$4.00 per year.

The new

CYCLE

is here
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KAWASAKI KZ440LTD BELT-DRIVE

KAWASAKI'S COMMUTER
GETS A HIGH-TECH DRIVE

Member of a select club of two, the KZ440
confirms that belts are the way to go.

than \
olher machines, the
Kawasaki KZ440
and its 400 ec an-
ceslors have suffered from an
apparent lack of identity. The
LTI '-..'.'...",:",l.: weeims to lack the
speclacular appearance ol

manvy

51"“';‘"“1.‘:.‘".'5.:hl"i'!:ll.:_::':l‘;h:l-'!.'l.i-'r
is adequate if not outstanding
and brake and chassis perfor
mance is prelly much in the
same class. It's reliable. sure,
and its value as a transporta-
tion appliance is undeniable,
bul excitement has never
been part of the package

S0 what? When vou get
right down loit, excilement is
usually uncomforiable and
often dangerous. Fun in its
place, bul not always the

thing vou need when you're
going to work or happily
crulsing down a back road on
i':l' 'p'n.l'l'}\.l'.l“.-if ::'-".1'.“\.'-. ru!-m _ﬂ;u: LAl maofor.
LY les, alter -1”. are lirs! and foremost de
vices intended to trunsport people from
here lo there Looked at in that light, the
villue of a molereyvele that I!r'.1||‘|!1';:-.:'.|-:','

: 5 " .
iloex :h.l.! Hi gD .'I'|'.|.!.!!'|._ '--I::'l'"]:.-'-. An

"'-'l'i-:"-"--!'.‘. b #ins lo aszsume much
RrEaler importance
!!. VOU e IRt ar '|E'|.'|||:\.,|'_'-..:'_1'|'.||'|-'

¥
I
il 1 v re into b TR wll [

sanl device Lhal will carmy vou aned VOIS
comlortably and fairly quickivuntilallits
pArts awav wilhoul

WA
'!i'l‘-‘--lf':l‘.ii‘n" constant atfenlion, vou il
;ll--!t::::*. b anterestod in s bike mueh like
Lhi K 7440

Those who sell the bikes know that
Marketing and advertising plans may
centre around the big. flashy sport bikes,
but bikes in the 400-650 cc range make up
the bulk of streel sales lor most dealers.
Obviously, they satisfy the moloreyeling
needs of many—in fact, most people,
Because of the lack of hype. it's tooeasy lo
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Styling success of the KZ is to make it look much bigger than it
really is. It looks mare like a 650 twin until you're on it.

IEmM 1 VOuU re an exper! |
thinking about what to recommend to a

f [

Irend who's looking for a biki

. i
LRE g A

Kawasaki has done somethino

exirmely inleresling iwith this bread-

and-buller vehicle—1hi company has
replaced the drive chain with a bell, mak
ing the K440 & member of "---:q-'-._:'lllil
of two modern motorcveles using omes
thing other than a chain or a shaft for its
final drive. The other is the Harlev-

Dovidson Sturgis. Kawasaki has been
imnleresieg in bhell vies since 1972 hut il

f
wasn t until 1977 that it felt b2l technol-
:

f that it was

o2y had advanced 1o the ooin
amarketable commaodiny

[he bike was [irst availlable with beli
drive in the 115, in 1980, and 1981 is ils
1 Canada. Response has been
1 of the border. Kawasaki
:"\.:n!ll.'\ !-'_"i y ;:-J.lr]h. ] h.':l:j.; I |:r_‘.tr='..

Twice as many unils as it did in 1980, Sinoe

st yvearn

good sou

the belt version costs more than the equi-

valent! chain-drive bike, you have to ask

why it's so popular, Choosing
the 440 for 13 introduction
| was logical—the bike is a big
seller, and it's available in
both standard and LTD
guises with achainas well as
inthe LTD belt version tested
here. That makes it casy for
Kawasaki to evaluate con-
sumer response (o the belt
drive,

The belt is tough. It's com-
posed of nine threads of Kev-
lar fibre, a man-made mater-
ial that's incredibly tough—
| Sumpson and Shoei use it o
build helmets. The libres are
encased in polyurethane to
which nylon teeth are
bonded. 125in the case of the
Kawasaki belt. Like the Har-
ley's final drive belt. the
Kawasaki belt has a pitch,or
distance between theteeth, of
14 mm. The Kawasaki belt
has teeth with flat tops. whilethe Harley's
are rounded. The different shapes are due
to individual patents, apparently, rather
than any greal difference in function.

A thin |.1_'. = i izclt'.r“.f. :., lene 1% honded

T —

o '?‘.I' ny |:|.';- T 1% 4% i .|;]:.; riainl fu| 'E’;.r
:'|:| A | fl"..‘.. !I.I.Jr'.1:|:'|'-:f Ih.:!l'.']'.l':.'l'\ u:- Ihn' hell s

life. and gradually disappears as a fine

powdles

U hier '!:'..|r| f!'.l‘ o lid SPro :-.4-.' LIFES
lareer than you see lor chains, the drive

mechanism is just like that of the chain-

driven machine. When we first rode the
bike we found that the belt guard was
F”::':.’!I'..: the ST kel nuts on the rear

wheel, It was easy 1o bend it clear AEaLr

We aren’t sure why there was aclearance
problem in the lirst place. but we know

Handling is safe and
predictable despite
limited clearance.






It takes a close look to see that there's no
drive chain.

Countershaft pulley is larger than a
comparable sprocket,

Despite high-rpm ability the 440 shines in
lorque outpul.
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KZ440LTD

we weren't the first magazine to test this
i.!-!”‘.i.ul.ll' !:'H:uTrl:r:l.r]u, 0 we suspect il
had been ofl and incorrectly reinstalled
before we got i,

The differences between the chain and
belt-drive LTD models are minimal. In
fact, non-existent if you don't know the
beit is there. There's only about half a
kilogram difference in weight—to the
-ui'l--lﬂl-lj.:r of the bell bike—and EVEry
other chassis and engine specification
from wheelbase to horsepower is exaclly
Lhé same.

The appeal must be the belt itsell. and
one of its biggest appeals to Joe Average
rider has 1o be its cleanliness. Belis don't
need to be lubricated. No more slop all
over the rear wheel and no more stripes of
gunge up the back of your favorite lady's
ski jacket. That's got 1o be worth $100
there, and co-incidentally that's
X 1!]. the price difference belween the
chain and belt-drive versions.

Belts have other advantages. They sel-
dom need adjustment, for one thing,
Cates, the company that manufactures
belts for both Harley-Davidson and
Kawasaki, claims that the belt will last at
a minimum as long as a drive chain and
that it will only need two or three adjust-
menls during its entire service life.

Adjustment is easier, too: while it's
done in the same fashion as that for a
chain, there's no need tocheck the tension
around the entire belt. Unlike a chain,
loose and tight sections don't develop
over time, so youdon’t have tocomproms-
ise the tension.

Kawasaki supplies a small spring-
loaded measurement device inthetool kit
When you're checking tensionall you dois
insert the tool between the belt and swin-
garm and look at a mark scribed on the
sliding part of the tool to see whether or
not adjustment is needed. It's foolproof,

The constant tension of the belt also
means a smoother transmission of power
to the rear wheel, since the belt itself acts
as a shock-absorbing medium and it
doesn’t have tight and slack sections that
can impart their own jolts to the drive-
train. The resull iz a smoother ride with
fewer lurches and jerks caused by the
machinery taking up and loosening off all
the tolerances built into the engine and
Iransmission,

How does all this translate into perfor-
mance? So well that most people won'
have any idea that the bike doesn't have a
drive chain We last Il"-.:l‘\l..t::!]_.“ﬂ-l;!{['l,q'ﬂ
version of the KZ440 in the August 1980
1ssue, and we were hard-put to notice any
difference between riding one compared
to the other. That's a tribute to how well
the system works, but it's also areflection
on the mild-mannered behavior of the
slock bike,

When we first rode a belt-driven bike.
the Harley-Davidson Sturgis, we were
amazed by how much smoother and

quieter it was than its chain-driven
sibling, the Low Rider. With the KZ440
the differences are still there, but not
nearly to the same degree. Civilizing the
Clark Kent-ish Kawasaki, after all, is
hardly likely to inspire the same dramatic
changes as cleaning up the Incredible
Hulk act of the big. nasly Harley. It's a
little quieter and a little smoother, but the
benelits of convenience, cleanliness and
longer service life assume greater tmpors
lance to the owner.

That is what the K440 12 all abowl It
works cleanly. efficiently and unobtru-
sively to deliver exactly what the owner
requires of it at any given time

Mol rl.’lh'lﬁ.ﬂ'ﬂ‘ j:H.'I'II:lH'I'I-l!H.I‘ r]:.:h-' forits
owners. the looks are, The LTD
appearance adds a great deal to the Plain
lane looks of the standard KZ. and whileit
latls Lo be unigue or to stand out, it also
{ails to offend.

It may offend those who appreciate
beauliful finishing. though. because the
metal and paint work on the KZ is some-
what crude. i

R EA |

One rider compared the
engine finish to that of a Caterpillar trac-
tor that had been through the Boer War—
he got his metaphor a little mixed up, but
vou gel the point. Jewel-like the castings
are nol; on the other hand. they are
rugged.

Chrome seemed a little thin here and
there, Blue spots showed through the
fenders where the side-stays were spot-
welded on, and on the belt guard, which
showed some bluing where its supports
were welded on. If you're a maniac for
details these things may drive you nuts,
Otherwise, you may not care. Everything
is at least sturdy and functional, and the
finish shouldn’t have any effect on either
Lrat,

The greatest success of the Kawasaki
slylistsis to make the440look like a much
bigger bike than it really is. Until you're
sitling on it it's hard to tell whether the
bike is in truth a 440 or something bigger.
If the sidecovers were labelled 65001 even
750 you wouldn't find many who'd disbe-
lieve it until they rode it.

The downsizing of line and proportion
has been accomplished in a masterful
manner. Nothing looks out of kilter: each
element seems correct beside its mates,
As with its performance, the looks seem
to imply an unobtrusive efficiency that
guarantee the KZ to be a good and faithful
servani. You may not like stepped seats
and pull-back handlebars, but you can't
deny that those elements work together
well in this particular application.

Even when it's running the KZ gives the
impression of being a bit bigger and
tougher than it really is. As happened
when we last tested the bike, we were
strongly reminded of a Yamaha 650
Special—il sounds growly. vet is quiet
enough not to offend. It feels muscly and
torquey and looks spare and tough with
its megaphone exhausts and fal, squat
1.30/90-16 rear lire.



- :
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No doubt the sound and feel were
important design criteria when the KZ440
LTD package was being put together. The
10-year life of Yamaha's quintessential
650 boulevard eruiser and the popularity
of similar packages today testifies to the
importance the marke! puls on such
molorcy'c

The little LTD captures the boulevard-
ior essence without resorting lo florid
excess of shape or style and without com-
promising riding position as much as so
many low rider-type Japanese customs
have done in the past. Many of them have
outgrown the extremes of riding pu'.-.ilmn
that radical seats and buckhorn bars can
cause, but the 440 is still better than most.

It without doubt suffers asbadly asany
from the highway problems associated
with the cruiser’s seating position. Sitting
straight up is fine in town, but on the
highway it becomes a struggle as you try
to pull yoursell forward against the wind
blast. The difference is that at speeds
below 70 kmvh, which is pretty well any-
where except on the open road, the 440
doesn’t force your back into an imitation
of a drafltsman’s French curve. IU's possi-
ble to sit comfortably, with a straight
back and with arms comfortably
extended, for riders of most sizes. Uur
testers ranged from 170 to 190 cm in
height and all found it possible to get a
satisfactory riding position while pro-

i

The torquey engine, comfortable riding position an

ceeding in a straight line.

Footpeg location is the only flaw in the
seating arrangement. The low, low seal
puts the pegs close to the saddle and it's
necessary to bend legs more than usualto
fit. In keeping with the Kawasaki's char-
acter, though, it's a fairly minor problem,
certainly not one that'll send youoffto the
I_h Ir I'li'll'.l.{.1 ar 11’1.I"r *'le.h I'“.'El"

That same low seat height makes the
KZ440 almos! ridiculously easy to ride
Anyone bigger than a circus midgel
should have no trouble putting both feet
flat on the ground at a stop—a bonus
when paddling around a parking lot or
gelling in of oul of a parking spol It's also
a confidence-builder for novice riders,
something that more experienced types
are prone to forget. It's a good [eeling to
know that you can stop and stand with a
minimum of eflort when you re just slart-
ing out and aren’t all that sure of what
youre doing.

Contributing to the riding ease is the
engine, which is the torquies! of the cur-
rent crop of 400 cc-class street bikes. |
should be, with 10 per cent more displace-
men! than a Honda Hawk or G5400
Suzuki, for example. While the maximum
power oulpuls are up high—torque peaks
al 7,000 rpm, forexample—there’s noneed
to wildly spin the motor toget results. It's
a slogger despite its five-ligure rpmcapa-
bility and overhead cam, and is happiest

d low seat that's tailor-made for small riders are great in the city.

when chugeing around in the middle or
lower part of its rev band.

Controls are typically Kawasaki, which
is to say typically Japanese. Effort is light,
action is precise, 1*1.1‘[[.1}“"5.: is neatly
labeled and it's all laid out per standard
practice. This year things are improved
with an automatic turn signal canceller.
The switch looks exactly the same as
those on the old standard units, and infact
operates the same way and feels the same.
A mysterious-looking black box stuck
onto the bottom of the left hand grip con-
tains a solenoid that pops the switch back
to the neutral position after four seconds
and after 50 metres have been traversed
Both condilions must be met, so the unil
won't tum itselfl off while you're waiting
for a light to change or before you finish a
lane change on the highway.

The KZ440 has a couple of other conve-
nient features. An auxiliary electrical ter-
minal with its own fuse has been fitted
That means that riders with stercos,
cigarette lighters, CB radios or electric
clothing have a mucheasierandsalerlime
of hooking up their accessories. It also is
safer for the bike's electrical system, since
an electrical accessory catastrophe will
only blow the system fuse rather than
turn off the entire motorcycle

Those who carry loads on their molor-
cycles, and that must include 9.9 peroent
of all riders. should forever bless Kawa-
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Bardahl
Rides
Again...

BARDAHL—Hard working, easy riding oils for today's
most demanding bikers. BARDAHL —ride it hard, ride it
long, it still comes out ahead of the competition. Be-
cause BARDAHL has moved with the times. Today's
high performance engines need a high performance oil
that won't deteriorate when the going gets rough. And
BARDAHL rides with the bes! of them. Thanks o a
unique Polar Attraction Formula, BARDAHL sticks to
today's engines and won't break down under extreme
pressure or high temperatures. BARDAHL's polar or-
ganic compounds créate a tough film of molecules that

And Again...And Agai

cling to hot metal surfaces. Result—a dramatic reduc-
tion in friction and wear on internal parts and a remark-
able increase in engine life.

BARDAHL 4-Stroke Qil specially formulated for motor-
cycles contains the Polar Organic Formula,
BARDAHL Foamy as well as the Dry Chain Lube also
contain the Polar Attraction Formula to provide superior
lubrication while protecting against rust, grit and other
contaminents and has proven to be ideal for “O" ring
chains.

Yes, BARDAHML rides again...and again...and again...

l:“"mﬂ# B

BARDAHL INC., POINTE CLAIRE, QUEBEC, H9R 1C1



saki for including bungee cord attach-
ments on the frames of all the KZ models
in 1981. If you've ever multered and
cursed at frame designers as you hunted
for a secure place to hook a bungee, you'll
love the little mushroom-headed pegs at-
tached to the rear of the KZ frame. They're
in the right place and just big enough to
hook your luggage down. It may sound
like a small point, but it's uselul and con-
venient, with the added attraction of
being cheap. Three cheers.

Also new this year on the 340 is a
transistor-controlled breakerless ignition
to replace the 1980 version's points and
coils. Combined with an automatically-
adjusting silent cam chain, it preity well
removes any engine maintenance needs
except for the occasional change of oil and
checking of tappet clearances. Once
again, easy to live with.

The K7440 has been selling well for
Kawasaki, providing many owners with
good, reliable transportation with enough
style and performance to keep them
happy for a number of years. Provided
said owners aren't intodrag racing or road
racing—the KZ440 handles adequately,
by the way, within the limitations of not

much ground clearance and somewhat
limp rear shocks—they'd no doubt find it
perfectly satisfactory for the life of the
vehicle.

We think belts are the way of the [uture,
too, 30 11's ﬂu-r.:-:{ 1o see the poinl 80 defi-
nitely proved. If it performs sowellonan
appliance-like performer like the KZ440,
we see no reason why every motorcycle
shouldn't convert at the lirst opportunmity.

Since the KZ440is afaithful servant, we
don’t think its lack of personality should
be of any concern lo anyone unless he has
personality problems of his own. What
more can vou ask of any device other than
it work well when required. not con-
stantly cry for atlentionand point the way
to the future at the same time?

If you're inlo eéxcitement, look else-
where. I you're into function, check out
Kawasaki's KZ440. -

GENERATOR OUTPUT
BATTERY CAPACITY

iiiiii

TRANSMISSION
TYPE ......

INTERNAL RATIOS

+++++

CALCULATED DATA

SPECIFICATIONS
Kawasaki KZ440LTD

TYPE .. Two-cylinder four-stroke with chain-driven
SOHC, two valves per cylinder

..« 210 walts at 10,000 rpm
12 volts, 12 amp-hours
HEADLIGHT ........... W

-----

.. Six-speed, constant-mesh, wet clutch
PRIMARYDRIVE ........... . . . Silent chain, 2,431

FINAL DRIVE .. Kevlar-reinforced belt, 60/22, 2.73:1

WEIGHT/POWER RATIO ........

o EEN

50/35 walls

MODEL ....con0us00 1981 Kawasaki KZ440LTD D2 SPECIFICOUTPUT .........cccccviaanans 90 hp/L
TESTDISTANCE .....cc00vss0s cevennes 215km  PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE ........ 19.6 m/sec al
PRICE sousssssssssanraannncnssssnnsnasss 52,399 9,500 rpm

RPMAT100KMH .......... RTINS e 5013
ENGINE MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS .. (1) 656, (2) 95.3,

(3) 126.3, (4) 151.6. (5) 173.7, (6) 189.5 km/h

DISPLACEMENT ..... T e e 443cc FUEL

BOREANDSTROKE .......ccu. cees 87.5x62mm CAPACITY ...ovvvvvese . 14 litres including reserve

COMPRESSIONRATIO ....c.covveun veenes 9221 RESERVECAPACITY ..ovvvvvnannnnnasans 2 litres

HORSEPOWER .......... 4018500 rpm (claimed) CONSUMPTION ....... AR R R N.A

TORQUE .....c.on04s 3.6 kg-mat 7,000 rpm [claimed) RANGE ......cccvviiiiiniiiniiiniineenanes N.A

CARBURETION ... ccscssaassssss Two Keihin CV36

STARTER ....ccavsasunsns A Flectric only CHASSIS

OILCAPACITY .cvvevnaseans .. 2.9litres, wet sump WHEELBASE ....... T - 1,389 mm
RAKE/TRAIL ..c.oovencavnse 27.5 degrees/112 mm

ELECTRICAL SUSPENSION ....... Conventional telescopic front

IGNITIONTYPE ....... Transistorized breakerless oil-damped fork with 33 mm tubes and 150

mm travel, rear swingarm withdual spring/
dampers, five-way preload adjustment

and 115 mm travel

BRAKES. .. Single drilled front disc 230 mm diameter,
leading/trailing shoe 160 mm rear drum

TIRES ...

EREEER

Yokohama 3.25519 Y986 front and
130/90516 Y987 rear

(1) 2.54.(2) 1.75, (3) 1.32. DRY WEIGHT ......cvvvnenann B Bl A 169 kg
(4) 1.10, (5) 0.96, (6) 0.88 LOAD CAPACITY .vessscnccnsnssannssnes 169 kg
HANDLEBARWIDTH ............ eesssss BB MM
SEAT HEIGHT ........... 730 mm with 61 kg rider

GROUND CLEARANCE ... 180 mm with 61 kg rider

LEAH 270, (4000 Ba% TR

... 4.2kg/hp

e re et By s mm Do v maa by Yol

an L EA T4 Leaima ] Rasd Dian MWills
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HELMETS

One finger face shield opening!
Simple!

F.-.n.'*- e Three poslion

il.ﬁ:l - Sl Rt
i DOslon

el ris e

Europe’s largest helmet manufacturer has
come to Canada with the world's finest line
of polycarbonate helmets. I

Their quality, style, light weight and comfort-
able fit have made Nolan No. 1 with European
racers and riders.

A full range of sizes and colours available.

adergfen Ly ilatn

AL il you o Bl B
YOu BELIER
comior] wit
exlivieg Nalgn
nircom fyilem ALk
you Sealer o detaly
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N15T Open Smarty NO1 Opes Face

 IDE WITH A WINNER

WOrd CRampeon fod raclr Kol Balagion, rides and
Wi Wit NoDA hedmetl. Why no! rde with 3 wner?
ALk oot Sbaled bof Nolan

Exchstive COnadian dairtyios

= !IP . Hﬂ-ﬁqﬁgmu:l.rhm-w
st eew T (Marquette
Teleohone (4%4) 4959650 Telen - 085445511
Action..When you need it.
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il
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Send for our Catalogue. Only 31,
11020 -127 51. kdmoaton, Alberta TSMOT2 [403] 452-54m
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| UNCONVENTIONAL

MACHINE

FOR THE
ADVENTUROUS
RIDER.

What a way to go!

PHILI-MOTO

66 Vicrona Dr \

Vancouver, B.C

V5L 4C2

(603 ) 2586755

Contact: John Oddy at (604) 2546422

for new Gealer termtones

Cruise control
for motorcycles .

® Hoids Ihvolle 3 Gesired 4008

* Can be manualy operated. men when #ra0ed

* Relwves 2™ and wris? sirain

* 15 ey nsiplied — just remove 0D and
Fi0d on

* Molded corsiruction — no pins o work loose
Qf Do il
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French enduro champion Huhert Au ru:rl heat 100 other entrants lo win the thm:l an mml Pnns-»tu—l]ahr rally on a factory BMW,

Hullidar sets sights on No. 1 plate 72

As sloppy track madceLakefield mor eandlessthanan me:ace

Springer, Eklund bounce back 76

AMA season ,':k"re’ [:'{:11.*1:;‘.1’.‘:"4 EG"I‘P" SJr:ﬂ‘?-FEr

il 0 Py
B
wii® - . >,

Schultz wins Seattle double 76
Ross Poderson separates shoulder in unkucky crash
BMW takes 20-day race 76

Modfied RBOGS wins Europe-to-Africa rally

MAY 1981 CYCLE CANADA 71
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Holllday sets sights on No. 1 plate

e

A sloppy, narrow track made Lakefield more and less than an ICe race.

By Marc Lachapelle

LAKEFIELD. Ont.— Febru- |
ary 15was tobe the day Cana- |
da’s top ice racers finally met, |
but it turned out otherwise.
Riders from Quebec had ear-
lier taken seven oul of nine
national litles in the sole |
nalional championship event |
atl Haileybury, Oni.

They came lo Lakelield for
the Lions’ Club-sponsored
evenl with a heap of conli- |
dence. while top guns from |
Lntano aiming o get
even

Mark Holliday, from Grims-
by, Onl. look the open expert
win, while Jon Cornwell
grabbed the 250 cc class
honors. Cornwell had not
HJ:H[N'-'!'H in the national, but
had his machines ready this
time around. In both classes,
second place went ta Michel
Mercier, holder of the No. 1
plate {or the lasl four years

The national champion rode
both on horrowed
Ir:.-l:.hjl‘.i'ﬁ- This was the result
al having the frame on his 250
Can-Am crack at the fronl
molor mounl and of leaving
his openmoun! behind thanks
o &4 mess-up in communica-
fions

As they were driving in.
most of the riders noticed the
exceplional narrownessof the
almost half-mile long oval.
Minutes later. they were care
fully feeling their way around
il. in a single {ile. There were
no top-gear. 130 km/h full lock
slides a1 Lakefield: top riders
even resorted (o molorcross.
style berm shotstoget around.

Al the end of the practice
sessions. the surface in tum
iwo was a dark shade of
brown. The sun had come out
at 11:30and the 5125 '-n-'[l..{!dl.'{i
tires had clawed their way 1
the dirt below.

The Val d'Or group, after
having driven 720 km to the

e

il L T

lairgrounds, did not want to |

throw away precious tines on
what they considered to be a
dangerous and unsuitable
track. They withdrew,

In the first of twoheatsin the |

72CYCLE CANADA MAY 1981

jon Cornwell, 250 experl
winner, was part of a protesl
against poor track conditions.

- m=

exper! 250 cc class, "‘-.;:]'1.1| |
Mercier ook the t:h*'”'i"””“' :
framed Can-Am 250 he bor
rowed [rom Steve Pouliol lo g
win, Turiously riding on the
oulside nim of the track

The bike later won the 250
cc junior class [or ils owner,
Corrivear  Motlosporls-spon-
sored Serge Gosselin.alsoona
Champion-framed Can-Am,
ook second place in that heat.

Jon Cornwell, riding a
superb Panther-framed Ya-
maha 250{or Ir'l'...':.nﬁ'.jn.u leCen-
Ire, look the win in the second
heat, ahead of Yamaha-
Jqounted Steven Dulf.
lnst-chance semi-final was
won by Chris Evans ahead of
Martin Lavoie. Both got a
place in the linal.

The lirst heat in the open
expert class was Mark Holli-
davs. The 24-vear-ald first-
vear expert, riding a Yamaha
YZ405 without the I"_g':p af a
sponsor, pul it to Roger Bibeau
on a TT500 Yamaha and
Michel Mercier on Jacques
Picard’s Corriveau Moto-
*-p:lrl'.'--!-pul.hr:nd Can-Am
400. Fourth was Chris Evans
on an XR500 Honda.

The second he 1T in that
class saw another first-year
expert, Serge Gosselin, lead
Jon Cornwell and Todd Sharp-
less to the wire, Mario Mercier
came in fourth. He and Gos-
selin rode big-bore Can-Ams,
Cornwell a Yamaha 500, and
Sharpless a Honda XR500.

The finals were vervmucha
different story. After the |

R
Tl
(el

Mark Holliday was the star of the meet when he beat the open
class experts at Lakefield, Ont., February 15,

senior 250 cc final. won by
AMichel Mercier's leam-mate
].1- (Jues ﬂ-’lil.i:l"":
sports (CCan-Am,
long delay.

Kurt Biegger, alter winning
his semiand thus slipping into
the final, .'nu[-. a hard fall com
Ing u it of corner three in the
final, This corner had been the
first to show the surface that
lay below, and huf' become a
'i-:"'-Hi imitation of an enduro
bog.

There was but one ambu-
lance which, albeit lour-wheel
tfnu n. could not claim 1o be
fasl. The wait lasted for more
than 45 minutes, enough time
for most spectators o head
home and for the nders torise
in prolest against irack
conditions.

The matter was settled by
an improvised show of hands.
It was decided that the finals

there wias a

would be run in reverse order, |

with the open expert class
going first for the benefitof the
remaining spectators. Mark
Holliday came out a winnerin

on a AMonelte |

this one, living up to his "Hole-
shot™ nickname. He led from
wire to wire, lallowed all the
way by Michel Mercier
Mercier tried all the !nck!;
he knew. butl could not catch
Holliday. He came within a
| second of him but ran out of
time and’or steam lo nip him
for firsl. Chris Evans filled
fourth spot, nolgivinginto Jon
Cornwell’s attacks
The tall, blond. 19 year-old
Cornwell was back in front in
| his last race of the day. the
expert 250 cc final. Riding a
bike equipped with the latest
mode! YEIS Yamaha 250
engine, he took the lead on the
first lap and never looked
back to see Michel Mercier.
some seven meters behind
him all the way. Third was
Serge Cosselin, fourth Steve
Duff and fifth, "Heoleshot™
Mark Holliday. Euphoria got
the best of victorious Com-
| well, who did a slow lowsider
on his cool-off lap.
t Results in Who Won What,
Page 82.

——
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MOTORCYCLE
MECHANIC

AN hay thogiaads of pradusies working i mobor
crcle dealerihips M owtr the workd Whal we huwe
done lor otbers, we can do bor pou il pou hawe 3 sEcere
desure 1o become 3 seccess in [he molorcptle mdusin
We brads for ol positions - Mechasic, Parls Mansper,
Sernce Madsper 30d Dedlerihep Madsped

THERE 15 ONLY ONE AML i b located ol Duylons
Beach, Flonds. We olter Remdenl Topmmag coprues of
Home Siedy. To leorm more 0bool [  Corpen
spportenily, wead in the coopon o Call

TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645.

Fgenba repfenty £l 1 3040 3% 02940 ot

AMERICAN
MOTORCYCLE
INSTITUTE

145 SUYTROOPER BOAD DATIONA REACH FLA 32004
o e e o SEND MORE NFGEMATEN T e o = = =

1| SR e [~ JE—
STREET - S —
| R — S
STATE S —— - U —
PRONE | — _— i | F—
RESIDENT TRAINING T WOME STUOY

Confronted with This ultra-bght trailer bs':zp:r:m mg-ge:
luggage problem features space m [, Samaonit

n two-up . m::nmmu huggage of optional fibre

ring? weighing less than 75 ibs lass tour pack,

A mctorcycle traler of detaled product
with

saddicbags on
custom or sports
machines?
K.P. Engineering
and g::!ﬂ-ign
introduces the sig
“Feathettow™-a | Bay 1. 1329 Niakwa Road
new concept in Winnipeg. Manitoba R2J 3T4
touring. (20:4) 2566428 (danler inquiries invited)

OAKDALE CYCLE
ACCESSORIES

* Yourcomplete motorcycle
Accessony stone

e Fuldl service laciibes

o Ma orders welkcome

+« Vetter o DryRider

o Shoet e Castrol

o Bell& Nava « Triangle

« Continental * Sipstreamer

s Avon s Cycle Sound
FEsCH AVE. W

§
2

B liﬂ"’" P
e T
Oakdale Cycle

Accessories

750 Oaludale Rd., Urt 18
Downsview, Ontario
(416) 7456072

| JANE ST

Ride with
Cycle Canada
Sportswear!

Here's your chance
to put us on.
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MOTOMARKET

Gross- Ganada Dealer Directory

CANADA

CYCLE CAMADA — = chomeiy | takis i bof 5! Prcriry 1 FRBCR
8 of pecpie. A good sl 8 o & Qoo prabaCatson Can e
P P e T BBy TRy B 0 B et s Cyrhe
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Pt o P L O e il e e i
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SACHE MOTORS CORPORLTION LTO, 11 you can't fad
puiei T B e Somciel esgeter, DI oo MesCuem be, oo rEact
i fof dealer referinc oF Lant dhrml T sappdy 9515 Cote de
Livsae Rosed, Dorval. Qum Prorsr (514) 8369180

WOTO VAN MOTOLPORTE IMC. — Now datrbul on Coem
Py WoaCaband o ot ATl Ve Caery B OOemdee D oF

A SN0
BRITISH COLUMBIA

WESTERN TWO-CYCOLE LTD. — Sowcuadreng i 500 & 750
Mol trofdes Whie Oy Ehe Liv Qe gy OF BT Fupm e
el Pt dreiblilde — arrpetare Full uservde b muscioroesg
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CARIBOD MOTORCYOLES LTD. — Frandies deabe o
Hartey-Davsdion, Survhi, Traemgh & Ossa modor Gycies
Large sochs of pavts & stcesones CD0 orders

Piasd Cormpapieord patvdn Geparirmed AT ok frors mear
Buret g 8 Papoe Poluka, JOM6 51 Johens 51 Poet Mooy,
MG 0] 861 -2458
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W et e
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wayy, Wartouses i C i) EN-X008

TREY DECLLY MOTOMCYCLES — Top pranty servas
e B0 o) e COniag T st Cn GO0 el ordes
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ALBERTA

Cabgary

BOW CYCLE & MOTOR €0, — Calgary's St molorcycie
More Specabaty o Herels e Suruke waled Sl Stvvics
Western Conadu’s larges! stoesscry siore. Tourng rdens
s B Cytle your Caigany (=0 1500 B Dowroms Fd |
Calgary, Atwria (40 I88- 501

FUMWEST SPORTE — Owslwr for Mungeerra, Comgilete
L wereDe. [afis L SOCeesee MM Pt L weesd Mo
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F . Bon 1118 Casduion, A, TON 0000 (8000 833072
P

9. JOHANTEM SALES LTD. — Dweabes b Ficeiln 578 Sarii
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P |
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Cartasebionr Baiwwre) Cvpriae wibats Sul Pl Py, Lo
o Caftba o0 Ouidh delrepry vywhere Co0 oF wide
hw!mmﬂmwtms;.nt;cm.
Ala, TO0 GG, a0y -

RE. RACING SPICLALTIES—Streel &l brach it «
marDe, P B b Ot DAmonion dbalde fioe ITE
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SASKATCHEWAN

Sk e

SASMATOON SUTUMI CENTRE — Acthadised Suduk
deabes Full siomaory I o aingst Brad Sl reders
Largesd Toaruhs deaber o Sl sioierwin Comphete Coits
e asrvell Daddiaps. VD Wl 51 Ssaleloon, Dadhiae
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Py ] aooodens, DG part. Sevvacs 10 8 mahus. On
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CAMADAN MOTORCYCOLL PARTS AND ACCISSORES
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BRANTFORD CYCLE & SLED — Survis, Yamarta, Candem
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BROONLIN CYOLE CUMIC — Yamalba sl piies bl
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Springer, Eklund bounce back

AMA season opener provides Some Surpnses

HOUSTON. Tex.—At the
Astrodome Feb. 7 and 8, Jay
Springsteen looked like he'd
never been away. AMA grand |
national champion from 1976

through 1978, Springsteen had
been sidelined for the past two |
seasons with a mysterious
illness that finally was diag-
nosed as borderline diabetes. |
With his illness now under |
control, Springer took his fac-
tory Harley-Davidson to first
place in Saturday’s short
track and second in Sunday's
TT, opening up an early ser-
tes lead after the first two
races of the schedule. .
Making a comeback of his |
own after a disastrous 1980 |
season, 1979 champion Steve
Eklund rode a Triumph to the
TT win and took a Yamaha to

fourth in the short track

| opener behind Springsteen,

Scoll Pearson and Terry Poo-
vey. It was Eklund’s first win
since he took the champion-
ship in 1979,

Also looking good was the
Ken Roberts-Mert Lawwill
team of Jim Filice and Mike
Kidd. Neither rider did well in
the short track due to a
number of mechanical prob-
lems, but they finished third
and fourth in the TT, with
Kidd trailing the rookie expert
Felice to the flag. Another roo-
kie expert, Richard Arnaiz
finished fifth.

This will be an interesting
AMA season. since Kawa-
saki, Suzuki, Honda and
Yamaha are all fielding teams
to challenge Harley-Davidson,

Shultz wins Seattle double

. e i

Ross Pederson separates shoulder in unlucky crash

SEATTLE, Wash.—Darrell
Shultz and his factory |
Suzuki took double wins in
the AMA Supercross Cham-
pionship races held in the
Kingdome, Feb. 14-15. Shultz
had never won a stadium
motocross race before.

Kent Howerton of San
Antonio, Tex., had his Suzuki
in the series points lead going
into the weekend, but crashed
on the first lap of Saturday
night's opener. His U.S.

Suzuki-mounted team-mate,
Mark Barnett, of Bridgeview,
IL, assumed the lead but was
overtaken by Shultz seven
laps into the 20-lap final.
Defending supercross cham-
pion Mike Bell of Lakewood.
Calif., alsocrashedearlyinthe
race bul pul on quite a charge
to come back on his factory
Yamaha to challenge Barnett.
S0 heated was the battle that
both Barnetl and Bell crashed
across the finish line with Bell

Hindle Kawasaki-sponsored

al least on the short tracks.
The Roberts-Lawwill team is
working on a 750based on the
Yamaha Virago. and rumors
conlinue to circulate that
Honda will spring a CX750
during the season for Mickey
Fay and Freddie Spencer to
ride.

Suzuki has provided a
DR500 for Ronnie Jones to use
in the half-miles and short
track events, while Eddie
Lawson has a KZ250-based
bike to use when heisnt pound-
ing Kawasaki's superbikes.

| STANDINGS AFTER TWO

OF 29 RACES

P=luy Sowrutgpnteen, Lapewe. Mah (M0
My peointn, I R0evw Ehl o, San fone Calil
| Yarm THRL 30 3=l —Scudf] amnen, Sas
jose. Califl. [Yam) esd Alen Jorgenen,
Sockion, Calll [Yam] 18 S—fw=Tery
Pomwwy, Eolawn Tow. [Mea] and Jim Fldae,
San jese, Callll [Yam) 12

E-m Pederson, Canadian
No. 1, separaled shoulder.

finishing third.

Canadian No. 1 plate holder
Ross Pederson of Edmonton
placed 10th in Saturday's
semi-final. He w

Jay Springsteen was grand
national champ 1976-78.

Steve Eklund was tops
in 1979; nowhere in "80.

for the lead in the consolation
race when he hit a rider who
had lallen in front of him. Ped-

| erson separated his shoulder

in the fall but managed to
place third.

In Sunday’s final, Shultz
had a pole-to-pole win fol-
lowed by Barnett and Hower-
ton. Bell worked his way up
from a 14th starting position
to finish fourth on a factory
Yamaha. His team-mate Bob
Hannah, from Carson City,
Nev., three-time supercross
champion, finished in seventh
spol, up five places from his

was duelling | Saturday finish.

BMW takes 20-day race

No. 20 will be even harder to beat this year

SCARBOROUGH. Ont.—
Lang Hindle. one of Canada’s
fastest superbike racers, will
be sponsored by Canadian
Kawasaki Motors for the 1981
superbike season. Hindle will
be riding a modified versionof
the new Kawasaki KZ1000].

In addition to the Canadian
superbike races. Hindle will
also be competing in various |
AMA superbike races. includ-
ing Daytona. A long-time
racer on the big Kawasaki
fours, Hindle was AMA
champion in both production
and modified categories in
1975 and 1976,

MHLCYCLE CANADA MAY 1081

Lang Hindle will replace his
Z-1based superbike with a
Canadian Kawasaki-spon-
sored Kawasaki KZ1000],

Modified R80GS wins Europe-to-Africa rally

DAKAR —=BMW's new
RBOGS won its first major vie-
tory Jan. 20 by taking first,
fourth and seventh places in
the third annual rally from
Paris to Dakar in Senegal.

The 9,500 km route ook 20
days for the winning BMW,
ridden by French enduro
champion Hubert Auriol.
Journalist Jean-Claude Fen-
ouil finished fourth:in 1973 he
was the first man to cross the
Sahara alone by bike. The
third factory BM was ridden
by Bernard Neimer, who fin-
ished second in the 1979 rally.

The route led from Paris to

France's south coasl, across
the Mediterranean Sea to
Algeria and the Atlas Moun-
tains, across the Sahara
through Algeria and Mali via
Timbuktu, then through the
dense rain forests of Upper
Volta, Ivory Coast and,
Senegal,

Modifications to the bikes=
included weight reduction to®
150kg from 186, a horsepower 5
boost to 55 from 50 and theZ
fitting of 42 litre fuel tanks in=z -

-,.

place of the usual 19.5, :

"
Cyclesport is edited by g
Damian James, =
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Look for the Jung

Issue of CYCLE
CANADA al your
favorite newssltand
May 12.

If you don’t want it, sell it. $10 for 25
words will tum a classified ad into
cold, hard CASH.

Cycle Canada Action Classiheds is
one of the most-read sechons i our

AZEWCS, SO YOU Can DS Sure your
ten bucks will get the results you want,

Just fill out the form below, stulff it
and your cheque or money order lor
ten dollars mto an envelope and mad
to:

Cycle Canada
290 Jarvis Street

Toronto, Ontano
M5B 2C5
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at the age
of13

Teenage bravado
made riding
mandatory

itall
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| memberof alocal bicycleclub. Hisenergy

i

-

|

My mother, in her younger years,
excelled in equestrian competition, She
attained local fame in rural Ontariocoun-
try fair horse shows until the demands of
raising a family terminated her interests |
and ambitions in the sport. My father
raced bicycles and was a founding

helped build and organize a west Toronto
bicycle racing track.

And so it seemed that | was conceived
from the beginning with the singular pur-
pose to ride something with two wheels. |

In 1953 my older brother and a number
of his friends were introduced to thesport
of motorcycling. They quickly graduated |
to four wheels as summer jobs came |
along, providing extra spendingmoney as |
well as girl friends who subtly demanded |
a little more privacy at the drive-in ‘

movies than a motoreyele could offer.
Consequently, by late summer of 1953 my
brother’s 1949 BSA 250 single was left
unattended in the garage.

Even though | was then a mature 131 |
was nol lelt to my own devices lo any
great extent, except on Fridays. On Fri-
days my mother spent most of the day

leaving me to fend for myselfl during the
90 minute lunch break from publicschool.
And 90 minutes afforded ample time for
some private play.

As a youngster al school my average
ability excelled in nothing, but I showed
promise and a mechanical aptitude in
woodworking. Since | was somewhat
shy and withdrawn like many young- F
sters of 13, my popularity among other |
students also stood near or below the
average level.

“Iride my brother’s motoreycle,” lcasu. |
ally boasted one day, meaning that | ride |
on the back withhim. Their version trans-
lated that I ride on the front. By the reac- |
tion I got my story was not believed. My
classmates shol me down: my credibility |
hovered at an all-time low.

Even in 1949 Lucas’ electrical system |
resembled something from a Neolithic |
Age. With the battery’s power outpul
barely able toilluminate the ignition light |
it took three consecutive Fridays to learn |
the delicate technique of starting the |
beast. Once this stage was mastered |
practised riding up and down the drive-
way and small back garden. |

By this time at school | had become a |
victim of my own travesty throughout the |
grade eighters and even down into some
grade sevens. My embarrassmen! created
a growing reluctance to even goto school,
and it became evident! | had to do some-

* thing to save face and restore some degree |

. glory. I became a sort of local folk hero

I
E Spring.
- working as a Red Cross volunteer worker, ‘
|

of respectability. And so it came to pass
one fair October Friday lunchtime | was
actually seen, witnessed by at least 10
grade eighters, riding a motorcycle along
Wanless Avenue past the school. My
credibility soared to new heights of admi-
ration; | was saved.

From then on | eagerly awailed Friday
lunchtimes revelling in 90 minutes of

e

among classmates. As time passed, Fri-
days came all too infrequently and 1 took
to riding the BSA at every opportunity,
still unsuspected by my parents, untilone
fateful Saturday when everyone had lefi
todo the weekly food shopping. Unfortu.
nately, 1 did not see them walking along
the street, but they sure saw me.

My father, normally a quiet, unassum-
ing man showed no mercy even though
I'm sure bothmy parents secretly thought
the incident somewhat humorous. My
brother, however, pounded the hell out of
me, They took the bike away from meand
put it in the basement where aflter a two-
month cooling-off period they consented
tome working on it. [t wastobesoldin the

When spring came it wasn't sold. and
my father in his understanding way per-
mitted me to ride it on occasion. Well, one
thing led toanother, the BSAwassoldand |

@ 500 Triumph took its place. The Tri- |

umph came in five bushel baskets with
the intentions of being a six-month
rebuild project. My father's psychology of
keeping me occupied for a six-month |
period escaped me then. Bul my mechani- ‘
cal aptitude, learned in grade eight wood-
working. had escaped him. The Triumph |
was launched onto north Toronto roads |
two days short of six weeks, right to the |
day my parents left for a week's holiday. |
No sooner had their taxi disappeared |
around the comer than the Triumph dis-
appeared around the opposite comer. |
logged over 1300 km that week, and |
never looked back. |

| became a full-fledged motorcyelist |
and soon began associating with other
riders. One weekend | rode up 1o a place ‘
called Edenvale Airport just south of
Wasaga Beach with a friend and his girl, |
and witnessed a spectacle called a motor-
cycle road race.

This phenomenal event planted a seed |
that germinated a disease, a disease no |
doctor can diagnose. It took shape over |
the next few months and gained direction |
the following winter with the purchaseof |
another Triumph, this one a road racer. |

Little did I realize the profound effects |
this purchase would have on my future
being and desires. o!



Gycle Glubs

SUZUKI OWNERS CLUB OF CANADA: Opon to
al Suruki rders. Monthly newiletier, 1aCkel patch
and decal for $10 a year Vanous SCthntes 0fgani 200
throughout IFe rd ng season Mace chegue payabic
15 Suruilo Owosers Club of Canada. Send 10.J. JUlich
Membarshio Socretary. 5 Carleton Street, South,
Thonoid, Ontaro LIV 125

CAMADLAN SIDECAR OWNERS CLUB: You are
cordally imvited 10 join one of Canada’s nowos!
motorcycle cluba, The Canagian Sidocar Ownird
Cilub. Mambarship in this cub is exténded o all
sidecar owners Teoughout this imntation. Pioase
contact Osie Sharks, 651 Tratiord Cres., Dalnilly,
Owrviario LEL ATE

BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF AMERICA:
early 8,000 members in 50 statos and 10 provinces.
BANY Mews (30 page monthly], Travel Assistance
Guide. patch, mombarship care. Duss: $1500, add
$2 50 for Tamily mombers. BANW MOA, Box T4-H,
Mewark, Caldonmia 4560

INTERMATIOMAL CHRISTIAN BIKERS ASSO-
CIATION: Bi-monthly newsletber. Stichers and
crpats frod. Good Christian feliowihip. Wrile I0dky
fa¢ membersh o forma. s 10ugh 10 Deal the differ:
ence God can make in your lide, P.O. Box 2100,
Smton B, 5L Catherines, Ontaro. LIM 6P (416)
x P B Ak o

CANADIAN VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE GROUP:
Enthusiasts restoring and operaling vintage
machines of all makes 150 maembers across Can-
Sa8. Activiteed includs vintage rallys, tra's, show
displays. moathly meetings 310 membership
includes monthly ndwilotier and yoarty rOsin
CVMG, Walnut Grove. Carlisle. Ont . LOR 1HD

ALBERTA ROADRACE CLUB Sponscss of road
racing in Alberia 200 membeers prédent anengiting
season of molorcycle racing. Spring road race
schools in Edmonton and Calgary offer expert
ingtructon on ke preparatadn, fadd solls, sirs-
tegy and safety. Winte 10629100 51, Edamonton,
Alta . TSH 2V6, Phone (403) 428-1550, or #1063~
A28 —56In 5L NW., Calgary, Alta (400) 26854421

B.C. MOTORCYLE FEDERATION=Y0ica of the
B.C. richer [onorolf road). Information available on
local clubs, off road rding andas, tounng 1aCihtes,
road rideng, insurance and legnlaton informaton
Salety equipmon Siscounts 10 members. Your §5
annual membership will help kedp you in 1OuCh
with B.C. biking. Join the B.C MF_ JT50-80th 5t
Deita, B.C. V4K 3N2 (604) 945-8030

Want parts
for your Norton or Triumph?
Wirite us for prices and catalogue

Firth Motorcyches /457 Danforth Ave.,
Tewoamta, Owd. MEC 113
(418) 6989222

Telex (k) JAET
We Buy or Sell Kol
USED aeCrcieo Creves
MOTORCYCLE  6vietera
Fln]'s Waterdown, Onl LOR 290D
[416) 689-8521

b =

q and cheque to:

| Gycle Clubs

L

JOIN
|THE CLUB! |

A listing in CYCLE CANADA Club
| Directory costs $100.00 for one year,

| Maximum 30 words, £3.00 per extra
word. Please send vour club listing

290 Jarvis St.

Toronto, Ontario
M5B 2C5

DEALER DIRECTORY

TESTIMONIAL

Dealers will
tell you why
they advertise
in the
Cycle Canada

Dealer Directory

Because it works

June S 195 By vous o Do 10 Oyl Carada™s
Dvuler Disectoay, That's s total of | lntngs
oty Pt By O wROm, VOUR BT ared wmat
speCitios bt eaposnd to patent ] Custormers
e Lo

195 buys you W woeds (pve o take s fow )
That's effective shoertmang

Complete the form below snd sond ot with
yosar evied Dieaber Directory copy 1o Cwele
Cansds, 290 Jarvin 5., Toronto, Ontario, M5B
IS o DT s 3 cal] st {416) 9774638, and
oeder vomur Diealer Discctor y by plwnee

Anad pevngrm ber, $195 cam oo o bors wry. Jusd
wd thar ealers whio une Oyt be Comada™s Diealer
Driroctory. They D teill you
Shep M ame

Pomital Code _
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First, get your head together
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GROSS GANADA

Inside every winning racer

there has to be that
winning attitude

I§y Carl Bastedd F

“He's doing really good mentally, he's |

ready to win and win big again. He works
out real hard and rides twice a day, he
really does.”

That was what the wifeof one of the top
molocross racers in the US, said in a
recent letter tome. It is hardtobelieve that
a rider who has always had factory back-

ing could afford to do any less or feel any |

less confident. But these things dohappen
and it is even worse when it happens to a
rider who is not at the professional level.

With the rider referred to above, as with
many in Canada, the key words are “doing
really good mentally™. It all boils down to
the word attitude., I've seensomany riders
over the years who have tremendous nat-
ural riding ability and strength but fail to
win and win big because of their poor
mental attitude.

I know it is hard to examine yoursell,
but sit back and think of riders you've
raced agains! or have seen racing who
obviously lacked the right attitude for
what they were trying to accomplish.
Talking about your atlitude with your
friends or parents can give valuableinfor-
mation about yourself. Try, and it's not
easy. lo see if you have any of the negative
attitudes that are visible in others.

The reverse is also beneficial. Look for
positive attitudes in other racers and see
how you can get yourselfl into that stateof
mind. A positive attitude often is the dif-
ference between winning and losing.

There is one rider today who must be
mentioned in any discussion about posi-
tive mental attitudes, Mike Harnden, of
Oshawa, Ont., is the racer with the best
overall attitude on the Canadian circuit
today.

| have seen Mike endure really tough
luck. While pushing for second place in
the Edmonton round of the 1980Canadian
Championship his rear wheel fell apart
with only one lap to go. Instead of having
the tantrum that many riders would, he
came back to the pits with a big grin
saying. "Darn it, | was doing so well too.

Carl Bastedo has been @ molocross racer,

follower, promoter and mentor for
almos! more years than he cares to
remember.
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Mike Harnden keeps on smiling

when bad luck sirikes.

Oh well let’s get it fixed right for the next |

moto so it won't happen again.” He fixed
the wheel and finished fourth in the
second moto

Harmnden didn't take his bad luck out on
his mechanics or family. He just did the
best he could with the comment, “1 blew
that one but Il get them in the next race.”

Some of the theories Mike subscribes to
are:a) If you can’t do anything about what
happened, learn your lesson and charge
forward. Don’t waste time and energy
fretting over something which you have
no control over.

b) 1 am in charge of my destiny. This is
very important. If | am not in shape, |
won'l do well. If Idon’t maintain my bikes,
theyll break and it will be my own fault. 1

-

will have to make sure that it doesn’t |

happen again. | am ultimately responsi-
ble. It is no use blaming other people.
This attitude of Harnden's carries over
to riding. He treats it like a business. He
gels his licences on time, his entries are
looked after, his rider profile is well done,

. he knows who to talk to if he needs help,
| and his year's schedule is all laid out and

planned. Mike may never be a world
champion but he'll havea good timetrying
and will make a lot of friends along the

| way.

So what about you? If your attitude is
lacking what can you do about it? Most
important of all is tobe in shape. If you are
nol in shape, recognize that it will be a
drawback that will always restrict your
performance.

Proper eating is important. A poor diet
is devastating for any racer who hopes to

| get to the top. Have your doctor check

your blood sugar to ensure that there are
no problems that could be aggravated by a
bad diet.

The most important thing for any racer
1$ to realize thal you are in charge of your
destiny. Dont blame your problems on
your motorcycle or your friends. You'll be
happier forit and so will everyvone around
you. O

cle Canada’s
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1. Ross Pederson
Calgary

2. Zoli Berenyi |r.
Edmonton

3. Tim Krogh

North Vancouver, B.C.
4. Al Logue
Hamilton
5. Stan Curringlon
Edmonton

. Mike Harnden
Oshawa. Ont,

7. Jari Heinonen

Coquitlam, B.C.

8. Charles Desourdy

Cowansville, Que.

Pierre Coulure

Drummondville, Que.

Wally Levy

Aldergrove, B.C.

This rank sng of (he Bead mobodress nalim ressdenl
i Gl e wapeilatond perricadic ally by thee odifory of
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Announcing the
new Cycle ~

Canada T-shirt in
Black.

High quality € “anadian-made shirts.
50%% cotton, 505 polyester for long life.
Available in small, medium, large, and
extra-large. $5.00 cach. Ontano
residents add 7% PST. Grapelrunt not
included.
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WHO WON WHAT

ICE RACING GETS HEATED

AS THE SEASON COMES

TO ACLOSE

lce race
Lakefield, Ont.
February 15
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Kurt Biegger fell hard in the Lakefield,

Ont., 250 senior linal but won open
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Ice race

Bewdley, Ont.

February 1
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FOLLOW THE
LEADER...
AT ALLIED
MOTORCYCLE LTD.

PERFORMANCE
THAT REALLY
COUNTS AT ALLIED
MOTORCYCLE LTD.

April Special April Special
BRAND BRAND
NEW 1930 NEW 1930
CBTSO kA GSI000E

(not exactly as illustrated)

SEE,SEE HONDA $2699

Allied Motorcycle Allied Motorcycle

6360 Kingsway, 6360 Kingsway, r
Bumaby, B.C, VOE 1(3 Burnaby, B.C. V3E 1(3

(G04) 4340285 (604) 4340285

75 used motorcycles in stock 75 used motorcycles in stock

bike. This translates into long lif
and less répairs you pay for
Bel-Ray Pure Gold producls are
available only through qually
molorcycle goaiers.

Conclusion. Invest in Pure Gold
The fine line of Bel-Ray Total
Performance Lubrrcants.

A wise invesimenl,

machine production. Need proof?
More factory teams, riders and
racers worid-wide win with Bel-Ray
products than any other

Return on Investnent. By investing
in Bel-Ray producls you guaranies
that your molorcycle is gelling the

Proven Market Yalue. The Bel-Ray
Goid line consists of the linest
products. Better than any other oi
or motorcycle manulaclurers. Years
of experience make Bel-Ray the
expert in the molorcycie lubricalion
field, just as years of work have
made the molorcycie manulacturers
the leaders in sophisticated

You've invested a lot of money in
buying your motorcycle. Now it's
time o keep your investmaent in [op
shape. It's time o invest in Bel-Ray.
Bel-Ray lubricants are pure gold: for
4 cycles, 2 cycles, SUspensions,
rransmissions, brakes, air filters,

chaing . . . The most complele line ol besl jubrication money can buy.
Which means [65s wear on your

fubricant availablée.

“THE WORLD'S FASTESTMOTORCYCLE LUBRICA NTS"

Bel-Ray Canads Inc., 11 Progress Ave., Unit !
Conshnrnunh Oatario MIP AST416) 298-426) Telex (s 23267



GANADA WEST

GUESSING TIMES, DABBING

AND ENFORCEMENT
IN THE WEST

Ron Wilson comes out as top expert
in VMC'’s formidable H.O. Trial

By Roger Boothroyd |

VICTORIA—The inaugural event of |
the season for the Vicloria Motorcycle
Club was the H.O. Trial, Jan It took |
place the day after the club’s annual ban- |
quet, but reports that H.O. stands for hang-
over are uncon{irmed.

The experts confronted challenging
sections and as a result lost more points
than is usual, By theend of the second loop
Ron Wilson, riding a 350 Bultaco, had a
lead that he was to hold to the end.

Martin Spriges was second on his 250 |
Yamaha with 111 points lost, in front of |
Bultaco-mounted Doug Moore who lost |
124 points.

Danny Klausen and Bill Nesbitt would
have been tied for second spot in the
senior class with 69 points lost, but
Klausen beat Nesbitt by having 15cleans
to Nesbitt's 12. Top spot went to Dave
Homer on a 350 Bultaco with 64 points
lost.

Paul Cooper grabbed the win in the
novice class losing 19 points with his |
Yamaha. Second fell to 14-year-old Mark
Cahill on a 125 Montesa with 23 points r
lost in front of new competitor Hansje
Evertse on a 348 Montesa who lost 30 |

points.
Equalizer Enduro

1.4
i

'r
|
|

Third-placed expert Doug Moore slips
through the ooze in VMC's H.O. trial.
The inagural 1981 event was tough and
led 1o high scores,

== e —_— —_—

The event was held at the club's prop-
erly near Victonia. It had 10 sections laid
out for the seniors who had to ride four
loops and the experts who did five. Novi-
ces rode five loops of 10 easier sections
laid out in a separate area.

The Victoria Motorcycle Club held its
461h annual banquet and trophy presenta-
tion on Jan. 24. Included in the program
was the introduction of the new execu-
tives of the club and the women's auxil-
tary.

The premier award for men went lo
Bill Norris and the women's auxiliary
award was won by Leslie Bell.

Martin Spriggs won the Memorial
Trophy for best all round rider for the
fourth consecutive time. The Matson
Award for contributing the most tomotor-

cycling was made to Roger Boothroyd.

RESULTS
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requires more

than just riding ability to win

By F-‘rdger BbEthroyd _

VICTORIA=The first cross-country |
evenl of the year to be held by the Vicloria
Motorcycle Club took place on the club’s
property near Victoria Feb. 1. The 6th
annual Equalizer Enduro, designed to
give novices a chance against the experts, l
attracted 61 entries.

Riders could choose a speed between
six and 16 km/h. Those who chose up to
eight km/h rode only one lap of the 22km |
course. The others rode two laps. Speed- |
omelers were not allowed but watches
could be carried. All check points were

unmanned except for the third at lunch

B CYCLE CANADA MAY 1980

time. When riders reached a check they

| punched their own card with the hand |

punch provided and wrote down the lime
they estimated they should have been
there,

Unlike the average cross-country
event, the Equalizer featured slippery
rocks and tight trails which slowed many
down. Forty-five entrants managedtofin-
ish the course. The winner was selected
by the formula ‘number of points acquired
times speed chosen divided by 10,

First overall was Ron Wilson on his
Bultaco 325 with nine points lost followed
by Yamaha-mounted Rober! Beecroft
with 10.4 points lost ahead of third-place
Peter Wille, with 11 points lost.

' Alberta off-road
| ulations to be more
ctly enforced

|  EDMONTON—Forestry officials in
Alberta are going lo gel tough with off-
road riders on the province's public land.
| Three acts regulate the use of motorcycles
in forested areas: The Off-highway Vehi-
cle Act, Alberta Regulation 341/7Z The
Highway Tralfic Act, 1975; and The
Forests Act, 1971 Alberta Regulation
| 343/70.

Enforcement of these acts has been
slack for some time but the influx of non-
| motorized trafflic and the consequent
heavier use of the recreational areas
demanded closer regulation.

All motorcycles must be registered as
either off-highway vehicles or as motor-
cycles and comply with the pertinentacts,
. Regardless of the type of registration all
| vehicles must have an insurance policy
| against liability resulting from bedily
| injury to or death of one or more persons
| and loss of or damage to property to the

limits fixed under part 7 of the Alberta
i Insurance Act regarding automobiles,

All motorcycles must have a headlight

F and a taillight which is visible from at
| least 61 metres from the rear of the vehicle.
| Exhaust systems canno! make excessive
| noise or allow the escape of any flames or
sparks. The regulations prohibit modifi-

| cation of exhaust systems and require
spark arrestors on vehicles which are not
oniginally so equipped. )

EAFMY IV MIKE BRRDETT
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BRUTUNE
RACING SERVICES

687 Winston Rd
Grmsby, Ont. LM 4EB
Al your roadrace supphes I
Custom handlaid glass
for road & track

(416) 643-2708

'YZ SPECIALISTS

YAMAHA

YZ80 to YZ4B5

fak pbout our MaclT's phan
Excodont parts & SOCessory Supoly
St by gaperis

Performance Cycle & Snow
91 Maitland Terrace

Strathroy, Dnt., NJ7G 1L2
1-519.245-4320

We ride, we
understand |

# Fanl porsonal atlentsn |

| * Malorder parts and srve
i “; e ! ;1.1.,.‘,|,l-'\{..lll..|l.b I
Pl Of W 0

| ONTARIO HONDA

| & YAMAHA LTD. .
1255 Oucen 31, K., Toronio, Onl l

| (416) 461034 |
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1 Custom |
Riders!

Hoad for Cyce Ong. Ona of Canada's
Lar Girst CusStom parts and acCossons
centres. Sond five bucks for our 100
plus pages mail order catalogue

950 Elgin Avenue, Winnipeg
Manitoba, Canada R3E 1B4

= = =

Barry Benson
Motors Ltd.

We sell Honda Motorcycles
and Honda power products.
Complete sales, service,
parts

WE SELL SATISFACTION

1113 La Sate Bou Cvard
Sudoury, Ont PAA Y3

(705]566-1 152

AN OLD IDEA...
...A MODERN

WALT HEALY & YAMAHA

e LY LT At (.I.I'.:.It"'.. Al
"2 1VS (408) 285-77 88

HIGHWAY PERFORMANCE
AND

I o aure gpoding 00 by & neew rosd musd bine of
pil reee e s o your current bike = stan
oul right! Give your tires BALANCE
PLUS" and get the benefits of a
smoother ride, ingreased tread lite
and better stability and perfors
mance lor the life of vour tires
BALANCE FLLUIS " s a unigus
chemical compound thai
centrhegally balardes your
tires internally At you nde
Stop wheel hop qel
continuous balaroe .. . and
simioesibl ol oar fide lor
beetier handling and stabaliny

THE BIG PLUS

Witk BALANCE PLUS" I your tuls o
fubeless motorcycle tiees, you can be
aiauied of added salety and proteciion
becaiise it seals most pundiures and rim
leaks. BALANCE PLUS" reduces
vibration and wdll not ball up,
dry out or clog gauges or valves
and is completely water soluble-
harmless to rubber. metal or
alloy wheels.

Grred S0 for brochure and decal

ADYANCED CYCLE PRODUCTS

1633 West MacArthur Bivd., Suite 410, Dept. 3

Santa Ana, CA 92704 (714) 549-8707
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CANADIAN MOTORCYCLING

SPORT AS SEEN
BY CMA

No surprise onice
as Mercier again
takes No. 1 plate

By JimKelly

It was a fine national cha mpi_l:rl-'lﬁhi P e
race al Haileybury, Ont., organiad by
Temiskaming Dirt Riders M.C. Many sur-

prises there included the entry of several |

riders from British Columbia. That'sdedi-
cation. A great organizing job and effort
came from this club and I hope they can
repeat in 1982,

It was no greal surprise to see Michel
Mercier dominate the event. However, it

is entirely possible the best ride of the |

event should go to Cam “Who" Whiffing,

an almost unknown 250 cc expert wholed |
the 250 final from Mercier for some laps, |
was passed, repassed totakeoverthelead |

and only succumbed alter some tremend.-
ous riding by Mercier.

There were lots of surprises, with |
Mercier and Beauvais finishing on top in |

the open expert class, both on big-bore
two-sirokes — Can-Am and Yamaha
respectively. Mercier feels the two-
strokes are harder to ride but go just as
fast. It appears there wasn't agreatdeal to
choose [rom among the open expert bikes

though the loose design of the track — |

huge corners — may have tended to favor |

power characteristics and torque which
traditionally are produced by the big
four-strokes.

Newest hotshoe on the ice circuit and |

surprise of the winter sport has to be

Mark Holliday. Good machinery, 250 cc |

and 465 cc Yamahas, and anunusual style
have combined lo surprise the faster
riders..

Jon Cornwell was the class of the light-

weights at the Bewdley, Onl., regional |

event. It is incredible how well he has
progressed alter riding part of the 1980 in
the US.A. I'd expect him to be one of our
young riders with the most potential to
head along the class C route if he wishes.
LEGAL VICTORY

A recent anti-noise bylaw case in Bur-

lington. Ont., saw the judge dismiss |

charges filed against Sue Bailey arising
from a Steel City event run on her prop-

Jim Kelly is @ member of CMA's national
board of directors.
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Motocross—500cc GP

championship series.

Canadian national championship dates

Supercross June 5 Monltreal
June 6 Toronto
Molocross—expert 125/250 Aug.23  Ulverton, Que.
125/250 30 Cowansville, Que.
125/open Sepl.6 St Gabriel de Brandon, Que.
125/0pen 13 Copetown, Ont.
250/ opeen 20 Auslin, Man.
250/0pen 27  Edmonton
250/open Oct. 4 Aldergrove, BC.
Motocross—jr/schoolboy Aug. 15-16 Calgary
Road racing Aug. 22-23 Edmonton
Dirt track—Half mile July 12 Leamington, Ont.
Short track 19 Wheatley, Ont.
Short track 25 Welland, ont.
Short track Aug. 1 Calgary
Halfl mile 2 Olds, Alta,
Enduro Sept. 1920 Haliburton, Ont.
Rally —Niagara National Rally July 16-19 Welland, Ont.
Motocross—senior TBA
Motocross—oldlimers Oct. 4 Aldergrove, BC.
Trials—jr/senior championship Aug. 30  Calgary
Trials—expert rounds Aug 30  Calgary
Oct. 18 Sudbury, Ont.
Oct. 25 Waterdown, Ont.

June 27-28 St. Gabriel de Brandon, Que,
This is an FIM-sanctioned international event, but is not part of the world

. head. 24 Palm Court. Stoney Creck, Ont. |

erly in late 1979, The judge criticized the |
~ ONTARIO ELECTION

law as being vague and ambiguous. Nice
to see the officers who were instructed to

file charges testify on behalf of Mrs. |

Bailey.
OLDTIMERS

Quick, all those interested in oldtimers’
motocross in Ontario drop a line with
vour name and address to John Broad-

John will try to co-ordinate events soeve-
ryone shows up at the same time, and a
ride is assured. Do it today as the organiz-
ing will take some lime,
ISDE

Applications for Team Canada 1981
ISDE are now available from the CMA
head office. A change in format will be
used which will require only $100 deposit
at time of application with the balance of
approximately $400 total payable by the

riders when the team is selected.

There are great changes in Ontario’s
region execulive with new incumbents in

- both president’s and vice-president's

chairs in the form of Bob Turnbull and
Warren Thaxter respectively. Bill Adams
leaves the president’s job after many
years of dedicated service to the region.
He deserves our sincere thanks for his
contributions. Other notable changes
took place in the competition committee
with some of the old boys, notably me,
being replaced.

Deadlines

bee racing rule changes for 1982 are due
by April 30,

ISDE applications must be received by
April 15. (m]
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WE ARE LOOKIHG
FOR NEW DEALERS

If you are interested in benefitting from the
w&umm:ﬁuam gheusa
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in your respective business. For further information,
miaﬂdmﬂébmil a (514)4359902

78 Tumgeon
Ste. Thértse, QGué

Moto Mania

International
« Wats hne

» Distnbutor of Harley

=

S\
'He-?.. \
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1-800-361-2423

Davideon parts and
accessones

RO-BOOT
THE B{}{TI OF 1981
I'[{ -: 3 ..'.1'.:-. -h"'l'.-..'q',"l:l:'l._."-.-. ol
et .?:‘.;_. boot of the 8's.

Moto "r‘l;mm International 110 boul. Industriel.
Boucherville, Qué. J4B 2X2. TL
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YAMAHA
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

GRAND OPENING

Frices

TOO LOW
to print

SUPER SPECIAL SAVINGS ON:
¢ XS1100 Specials
» All new Virago 750V Twin
+ Maxim 650

—for the best deals on two wheels-

POWERHOUSE

1029 SP‘*’E;F’.E—}H[_}
OAKVILLE B44-9348
FORMERLY ENGINE SALES & SERVICE)

,‘{MJ‘ nan

TTALTTLA
EAVAN LA

See See
POWERHOUSE HONDA

GRAND OPENING

Prices
TOO LOW

to print  _
SUPER .
SPECIAL o .
SAVINGS y > By
ON: e e w7
« CB750Ks = o
« CB400T s '
« CBBS0

—for the best deals on two wheels—
2 GIANT LOCATIONS

POWERHOUSE

1029 SPEERS RD. 2434 BARTONE.
OAKVILLE s erens  HAMILTON
Mﬁ*a“a Saked & Dt wad 55‘1'4324
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ALBERTA FLAT TRACKERS
GET BACK INTO THE
GROOVE APRIL 10

April ,
5—=TRIAL, Victoria, B.C. Cowichan
Creek Trial, organized by Victoria Motor-

cycle Club. Information [604) 477-8387.

5=MOTOCROSS, Lethbridge, Alta.
[tentative). Information [403) 285-4644.

10—-DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Quarter-
milecircuit, [tentative). Information (403)
2854634,

12—=ROAD RACE, Westwood, B.C. Info
evenings only [604) 521-3829,

12—=TRIAL, loco. B.C. CPTA G.A.
Checkpoint Trial. Information: Don
Clarke (604) 936-7746 or Graham Jackson
(604) 596.0757.

12—-MOTOCROSS, Aldergrove, BC.
All classes. Information [604) 856-5248.

12—=TRIAL, Victoria, B.C. Wellburn
Trial, organized by Victoria Motorcycle
Club. Information (604) 477-6387.

12—=MOTOCROSS, Calgary (tenta-
tive). Information [403) 285-4644.

19-MOTOCROSS, Medicine Hat.
Alta., (tentative). Information (403) 285-
634,

19—=ENDUROD, Simcoe. Onl. Beagle
Bash Endure organized by the Lynn Val-
ley Dirt Riders. Information [416) 522-
5705,

24—DIRT TRACK, Calgary, Quarter-
mile circuit, [tentative). Information (403)
285-49644.

25—ENDURO, Barrie, Ont. Coldwater
|‘|.\'Ij'|EiI!.' qualifier. Information [(705)424-
0521,

26—TRIAL, Victoria, B.C. Kirk Trial,
organized by Vicloria Motoreyele Club. |
Information [604) 477-62487.

26—=MOTOCROSS, |ethbridge, Alta.. I;
(tentative]. Information [403) 285-4044. |

20—TRIAL, Waterdown. Oni. Organ- :
ized by Steel City Riders. Information |
(416) 522-5705,

2—ROAD RACE SCHOOL, Shannion- |
vidle, Ot Operatedl by RACE. Informa-
lion [416) 699-1333, Wednesduys only. 10
a.m. to 5 pan,
May

2-3=ROAD RACE SCHOOL, Calgary. ;
Information [403) 277-8046. .

2.3=SHORT TRACK, Welland, Oni. |
Practice and school. Information [418) |
222.5705.

2.3—ROAD RACE. Shannonville. |
Ont.. vintage and Castrol Challenge Ser-
ies. Sanctioned by RACE. Information
(416) 699-1333, Wednesdays only 10 am.
lo 5 p.m.

—
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| feed by Vicloria

| 477.6387.

3—=TRIAL, Victoria, BC. Millstream
Trial, organized by Victoria Molorcycle
Club. Information (604) 477-6387.

3—MOTOCROSS, Calgary. Alberta
championship points event for school-
boys. Information (403) 285-3644.

3=TRIAL, Calgary. Information (403)
285-4644.

J—=MASSASSAUGA ENDURQ, Wel-
land, Ont. Information (416) 522-5705.

8—DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Quarter-
mile circuil. Information (403) 285-4644.

9-10—~ROAD RACESCHOOL, Edmon-
ton, Information [403) 277-8046.

9—Sept. 5—SHORT TRACK, Welland,
Ont. Every Saturday night at Welland
County Speedway. Information (416)
522-5705.

10—ROAD RIDE, Victoria. BC. Nutsin
May Road Ride, organized by Victoria
Motorcyele Club, Information (604) 477-
6387,

10~HILLCLIMB, Red Deer. Alta. Infor-
mation [403) 285 -4644.

10—=ENDURO. Location to be an-
nounced. Junior only event. Organized by
the Oshawa Competition Motorcycle
Club. Information [416) 522-5705.

16-17—=ROAD RACE, Edmonton. Pro-
vincial point sprint event. Information
[403) 277-8046,

16-18—~ROAD RACE, Mosport, Ont.,
Castrol Challenge Series. Sanctioned by
RACE. Information [416) 699-1333, Wed-
nesdays only 10a.m. till 5 p.m

16-17—=ROAD RACE SCHOOL,
Shubenacadie, N.S.. also practice for all
classes. Information (902) 4349482, (902)
422604 1, (902) 429-5468, leave message. |

17—=ROAD RACE. Westwood. B.C. Info |
evenings only [604) 521-3829

17—=MOTOCROSS. River Vista. Alia.
Information (03] 285-30:44

17=TRIAL. Calgary. Peter Wuntke |
Mberta Championship point event. Infor.
nualion (40C) Z85-4644.

I8=PARADE. Victoria. BC. Organ-
lotorcyele Club., Infor-
malion [GO4) 4776387,

18—-MOTOCROSS, Victoria, B.C.
M-L]ﬂl-i:ﬁ' Motocross, organized by Victo-
ria Motorcycle Club. Information [604)

T

18—MOTOCROSS, Aldergrove. B.C.
All classes. Information (604) 856-5248.

18—HALF MILE. Woodstock, Ont.
Information (416) 522-5705.

22—DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Quarter-

mile circuil. Information [403) 285-4644.

23-24—TRIAL, Sudbury, Onl. Infor-
mation [416) 522-5705.

24—TRIAL, loco, B.C. CPTA Spring
Trial. Information: Don Clarke (604) 936-
7746 or Graham Jackson (604) 596-0757.

24=MOTOCROSS, Edmonton, Al-
berta championship point event for open
class. Information [403) 285-4644.

24—=DIRT TRACK, Olds, Alta. Half-
mile Alberta championship point event.
Information [403) 285-4644.

24—MOTOCROSS, Thunder Bay, Ont.
Information (416) 522-5705.

24—=MOTOCROSS, Madoc, Onl. Jun-
bor and senior classes only. Information
(416) 522-5705.

31—=ROAD RACE, Westwood, B.C. Info
evenings only [604) 521-3829,

31-—-MOTOCROSS, Calgary. Provin-
cial championship race for 125 cc class.
Information [403) 285-4644.

31—TRIAL. Foathill. Ont. Information
(416) 522-5705,
June

53—=SUPERCROSS, Montreal. Informa-
tion (514) 252-4748.

5—RALLY, Barrie, Ont. York Wings
Motorcyele Club annual Roadbike Olvm-
pics. Information (416) 661-3923 or (416)
B63-5520,

G—SUPERCROSS, Toronto. Informa-
tion [416) 363-9035.

8—FLAT TRACK, Welland, Ont. Bob
Harpwood Memorial Race, Information

| [416) 734-4349.

7—=MOTOCROSS, Vicloria. BC. Saa-
nich Motocross. organiaed by the Victoria
Motorcycle Club. Infarmation (604) 477-
G347,

I—=MOTOCROSS, Edmonton. Oldii-
mers event. Information (403) 285-4644,

7—TRIAL, Red Deer. Alta. Information
[403) 285-4644.

7—ROAD RACE Edmonton. Three-

| hour endurance. Information [403) 428.

1550,

7=MOTOCROSS, Thunder Bay, Ont,
Information (416) 522-5705

12—=DIRT TRACK, Calgary. Informa-
twon [403) 285-4644.

13-14—ROAD RACE, Shannonville,
Ont. Third round of 10 of the Castrol
Challenge Series. Sanctioned by RACE
Information (416) 6991333, Wednesdays
only. 10 am. to 5 p.m.
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THE FAIRING YOU'VE
BEEN WAITING

FOR IS HERE.

¢ Complete protechion
e Storage space
® Supenoraerodynamics

Fmringu

Write for our fré¢
brochure and find out
why the Hannigan fairing
STE is the fingst lainng
available lor your
motorcyclo

1525 Warden Avo
Scarborough, Ont
MIR 478

(418) 292-3924

SALES
SERVICE
PARTS
European mechanic on staff..

Dwight Teague

MOIGIGUZZ
AMORINI

&

 DUERTI LZAVERLDA

" For non compromising
sports riders

| 2803 Dundas SLW.
(416) 7635651
| Toronto, Ont. MEP 1Y6,

Niagara
. Husqvarna

Husgvarna, Can Am, BMW
“Ultimates in street and dirt nding

SALES, SERVICE, PARTS, ACCESSORIES

Pirels/Koho/Simpson/Hi-Point/ Malcolm Smith
1981 Enduro C -ontingency Program
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Pistons don’t have to be round
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easy service benefits

Did you know that the idea of using
square pistons in reciprocaling engines
goes back as fur as 18997 In that year the
English Rools company proposed build-
ing a steam engine with square pistons.

Another familiar name in the field is

Felix Wankel, inventorof therotary piston |
engine used today by Mazda's RX7 sports |

car. Wankel's design actually used rectan-
gular pistons, but the corners were 5111190
degree angles.

The square-piston engine pictured here
was proposed in 1965 by an English
designer named Ed Blanchard. He
claimed two advantages for his design.
The lirst was that by using square.oreven
better, rectangular pistons, engine length
could be cut down considerably from that
of the usual round-bore blocks. The

This materiol was supplied by free
lance writer Gordon Schindler,

Square pistons may provide

Bolt-on block plate could simplify
internal engine service.

second was that using removable side
plates would greatly simplifv removal of
pistons and valves [or service.
Disadvantages would seem to be the
large chamber surface-te-volume area,

[

' 2 l

Rectangular bores make a shorter block
for the same displacement.

which would likely result ingreater pollu-
tion and less power because of lower ther-
mal efficiency. and sealing problems
associated with the single four-piece
interlocking ring proposed.

Theclosest thing toarectangular piston
engine around today is the Honda NR500
P engine which uses oval pistons. Hon-
da's approaches to the problems noted
above are still mysteries.

FEEDBAC

YOU

The readers of Cycle Canada can help
the editors of Cycle Canada produce a
better magazine by providing feedbackon

CIRCLE YOUR ANSWERS PLEASE

1. Which tests did you read?
+» Honda CR450
* Kawasaki KZ440
* Yamaha X750 Seca
2, Which features did you read?
* Yvon Duhamel profile by
Kevin Cameron
* Track impressions of the
Norton Manx and the
Honda RS125
* Fealure on parls prices
3. How did you receive this issueof Cycle
Canada?
* Subscription
+ Newsstand purchase
+ Borrowed copy
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whal they liked and disliked in this issue.
Please complete the form and mail to
Editorial Director, Brave Beaver Press-

CYCLE CANADA WANTS
TO HEAR FROM

works Lid., 290 Jarvis St.. Toerento, Ont..
M5B 205.
Thank you.

| 4. Which of the following features would you like to read?

* How-lo stories aimed at beginners

» Flashback to the glory days of Triumph

* The private life of Kenny Roberts

* Poetry, essays and fiction about motorcycling

5. What did vou like most about this issue?

6. Which regular features did you read in this issue?

Conlents Newsfront
Readers Write Technics
Cyclesport By Mike Duff
CMA Who Won What
New Products Product Tests
Motopinion Coming Soon

Editorial Masthead

On The Road Canada West
Motocross Canada  Did You Know?
Calendar Motomarket
Showcase

Ads in general
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Egan Engineering
Dnision of Brooklin Cyvele Clinic
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o TR s T T :.|.1J‘ ::

{416} 6553002

Sole Canadian Distributors for:
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&
= . L ..::
s FDa 750, 50w & 10004
o EOUALEAN SIDECARS

B MW L Furd 8 Of Ol O e
PG C o, CAMTemg A SRy
ot Brasdrs

Flease ¢ all o wrie Dealer lagwirias I ited

_CRSPECIALISTS

HONDA

CRB0to CR450

Ak MOHOUL Dk PRCET S Pl
Ercalen® phrts & OO Oy LUDGey
Serace by exparts

Performance Cycle & Snow
81 Matand Terrace

Stratheoy. Ont N7G 1L2
1-519.-245-4320

MOTORCYCLE
RENTALS

STREET - TOURING

=

MIC MAC CYCLELTD.

20 Waoeriey Rd.,
Dartrmouth, NS
(902) 435-3085

The oldest and the only exclusive Suruk
deakership n Calgary
Tramed Mechanads, pars, s00CEs0rees, {rade.
'

i, low prsies

7237 Flane Road 5.k {_n',.:ary,.‘nlu TiH s

04 2000

bi r load or cOver more

- AVERAGE?

Are you Kidding? Not Freddie
Spencer. And absolutely not
E-l]mhmlnnd LTG shocks by
Interpart.

Most bikes come equipped with
shocks that are designed for the
average. But many nders go
faster, use more throttle, carry a

vement than the so called average.
holland LTG shocks. The long travel,

t's why you need M

gas filled shocks that will perform over every mile you COVer.

Mulholland LTG shocks are for hard riding. whether you ride

rement or off road. A large oil capacity and specially designed
> y dissipate heat and reduce fade. Oversize piston rods provide

mtcr durability when the going gets tough. And progressive

ping takes every bump, dip and whoop-de-doo with no more

fuss than a thank-you ma'am.

AMA

| CYCLE CANADA ;
| Subscriber Service

When the Honda Superbike
system th%\i; picked Mulholland by
Interpart.

40 mph. And under all
Professionals choose the best.
Mulholland. The above average shocks
for the above average rider.

Racing Team chose a suspension

rformed atcng:ﬁtg :tz?fgﬂm?t: 1Ih:n I"TEHPART

conditions.

INTERPART CORP # 230 W Rosecrans Ave. * Gardena, CA 90248 @

MOVING?

Givé us 3ix weeks notice. Aftach tho
label from your issud of Cycle
Canada. Fill in the nisw addrass

i Iarmation e oW

Please complete and mail 1o

Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis St.,
Toronto, Ont.. M5B 2C5.

Address T

|
I
|
|
| Name
I
I
I

City — -
| Postal Code .

O RENEWING?

Attach the iabel from your issue of
Cycle Canada. Indicato the tarm of
”""“'ﬁ-'t"':i'!---'i‘-:j s is o ':'-:L'I::..!" o
Ty OFCET

D SUBSCRIBING?

Foll irs U rlirmd and address balow
Check term desirad, Includoe chégud
Of MONEY=-0r00r

Prow

081495

(il Y0 AF )

0 $521.95

(two years

C$29.95
{thrgd yoars)

——

e s s — ——— — — ——— — — — — — — i — — — — — —
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NEW PRODUCTS

A HOT UNFAIR ADVANTAGE,

A PRICEY FAIRING
AND A STROKER

The fairing sold with the 1981 Honda
CBX will also be available as an oplion o
buyers of the CB900F. Called the Honda.
line Sport Fairing. the unit comes com-
plete with windscreen, mirrors, brackets
and lowers. Fitting the kit to the CB900F
will require the installation of the Euro-

C¢t an unfair advantage for next fall
and winter's enduros by installing a pair
of Hot Grips on your bike. Adaptable to
any motorcycle with an electrical system
-.Ih‘i.l?'rl'lll'tjﬂ||.hE‘.I.IEJ]j.=hT.IhI_'I{lll{::':p-s. lilon
a 7/8inch handlebar withaoneinchthro!-
tle sleeve. Easily installedon 12 orsix-volt
systems, the grips draw five amps at six
volls and 2.5 at 12. Distributed by Perfor-
mance Cycle and Show. Suggested retail
$£34.98

S2CYCLE CANADA MAY 1081

pean low bar/rear-s¢t kit. Available as
oplions are a quartz clock [576.40). an
altimeter ($54.30). a temperature gauge

[$68.75) and a volimeter [$50.95). Only |

two gauges will fit into the fairing. The

sport Kil cosls $220.65 and the fairing kit |

15 8995. Available through Hondadealers

|

Mini-Motos are now available lor mini-
heads. Bell helmets for children can now
be obtained to keep Junior's expensive
dental work intacl. Modelled alter the
famous Bell Moto [I. the fibreglass Mini-
Molocomes insizes8.65 8and6
available in the same sizes is a scaled-
down version of the Magnum Il open
helme! called the Mini-Cross. Distributed
by Marquette Marketing Corp. Suggested
retall $11995 for the Mini-Moto and
$69.95 lor the Mini-Cross.

i.Also |

Stroke your bike with the latest from S
& W. The Pro-Stroker is the company's
first remote-reservoir rebuildable
nitrogen-charged shock absorber. Six
lengths of shock body and four optional
top eye unils provide shock lengths from
12.75 o 19 inches [32.3 to 48.3 cm). Dual
bottoming cushions provide a third final
spring rale to complement the dual
springs. Damping is adjustable to light.
medium or heavy, and four ranges are
available. Distributed by Chris Simpkins
Sales, Nican Trading. Sports Merite and
Toshimura North West, Estimated retail

250300,
SOURCES

[ hria Simghlo Salee, 7391 Vikhisg Way, Ridhimesad BC
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PRODUGT TESTS

CHEAP ELECTRICS AND
A HUGE BAG ARE
GOOD DEALS

Volume-to-price king |
of tank bags is |
a Wild Thing

A [ull one-picce set of leathers. A rain
suit to cover that, An extra full-coverage
helmet. Clothes for @ week (if you aren’l |
too fussy) plus toiletries. A coupleol pairs |
of gloves and maybe an apple for a snack.

You can get all this inlo a Wild Things
iank bag. With a little thought and plan- }
ning vou could probably do better. This is !
a big bag. designed lor the serious lourer
who has a lot of gear he wanis lo |
transport.

Marie Bouchard and her husband used
to tour a lot, European-style, and when
she decided that there werent any bags
around that were big enough or designed
quite right for what they wanled, she
made one. The design is loosely basedona |
BMW bag they used in Europe, made of |
the latest materials with some featlures '
common to most modern bags

Cordura nylon — strong, tear-resislant
and pretty good al keeping oul waler — s
the material used. Automotive seal beit
webbing is used for the straps. Artilicial |
flecce protects your gas tank from the
straps and tank bottom. Transparent
plastic makes a map pockel up top. The
bag is available in any color of black you
like, with piping in red, white, blue, green
or vellow available if you like [ashion.

The bag has two compartments. The
bottom one 15 aboul 10cm dﬂ.‘]‘.l and closes
with two zippers. The top section is col
lapsable; when fully extended it’'ll take a
Bell Star or other such helmet. It zips shut
down the middle. A {lap sewn onto the
front of the bag ties across the top lo the
back with a nylon strap. The strap allows
tightening the flap down to collapse the |
top around the load, and keeps water out
of the zipper. A mappocketisbuilt into the
flap. '

There's a small outside pockel on the
right side, but it's not good for much more
than carrying loose change. The sizeof the
bag and the absence of easily-accessible
pockets make it somewhat inconvenient
to use as a short-haul around-town car-
rier. but then it wasn't designed with that |
use in mind.

The bag's one problem is the mounting

syslem. Velcro closes the two long straps |
i do any of the above because the blood

around the gas tank., and holds them

Self-powered socks will keep your leet
warm for several hours on one
D-cell ballery.
securely. However, the flecce is quile
slippery, and there's no way to tension the
siraps excep! your own muscle power
pulling directly under the tank. Sewing a
D-ring on to the front corners and running
a bungee around the steering head to ten-
sion the bag would w ork well.

That's one aspecl of dealing with Wikl
Things: you can get your bag made to
order. The one | have was made up while |

waited in the shop. and Bouchard made a |
couple of alterations | suggested then.’l he
next time I'm in New England 1 likely |

stopin and ask her to doa couple of others
that have occurped 1o me since

Another nice thing is the price—only |

$45 in U.S. funds. You can pick one up in
North Conway, NH., if you call ahead. or
order by mail. Wild Things' address is
P.O. Box 182, North Conway, N.H., 03860,
(603) 356-6112.

Electric socks seem
silly but will keep
toes toasty all day

Like 1o go ice racing? Enjoy enduros in
the snow? Care to go for a long ride on a
crisp fall or brisk spring morning? Can’t

Wild Things bag is claimed to hold 1,400
cubic inches. We think that's a
conservalive eslimale.

slops flowing 1o yvour feel and

frosthite?
Take heart, for help is at hand in the
form of the Acme Surplus Sules electri

vl gl

kot socks. This sounds like something
from n coyole and read runner carloon.
but it really works

Thie ;hrmh.'x.‘. 1% mer --]:L a pair ol hi=avy
work-lype wouol socks with the addition
of some electric wiring. There's a small
heating pad under the toes, with wire
leads going to the top of the socks. There
an elastic garter supporis a plastic case
into which a D-cell battery is placed. You
snap the coverdown, whichcompletesthe
circuit, and suddenly you have warmfeel.
The battery is claimed to last aboul six
hours.

The extra heal is imperceplible, bul
after several hours of riding in sub-zero
temperatures you'll notice that your leel
aren’t cold. For $16,99, we think the socks
are worth it 1o anyvone who suffers from
cold feet. Available at many sporting

| goods stores; distributed by Acme Sur-
| plus Sales of Canada l1d., 501 Gordon

Baker Road. Willowdale, Ont., M2ZH
4H2 -

Progluct fosls weme jl.'i'r'HJ.'n;f. this imanih
J:-!.' Larry Tute
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Road rallies, for better or
worse: Cycle Canada will
rate the rallies, telling vou

what to look for and where
and when to find i,

M CYCLE CANADA MAY 198

VALt
*  Suauki GS1100S:
When Suzuki decided 1o
spruce up the sober
appearance of its fleet
flagship, it didn't take

| half measures. The

stunning sport model
shown to amazed
showgoers in Cologne,
West Germany, last fall
will soon be in vour
friendly dealer’s shop.
Watch for a road test of
this amazing new wave
confection.

“

* Honda XR200R: The
Pro-Link suspension
revolution includes the
enduro range of Honda's
single-cylinder four-
strokes as well as the
motocrossers, Silver
Wing and CBX. In an
all-out effort to make
the little thumper
competitive with the
two-strokes, Honda
dressed the 200R with
long-travel suspension,
a willing engine and an
authoritative bark from
its exhaust,

¢ Daylona: You've
already read a summary

of results from this

vear's Speed Week in
Newsfront. Next month |
we'll bring yvou detailed

| coverage, with pictures

and reports of events
from SHEL‘-rcru‘ss lo
superbike, vintage
racing and the 200-
miler. If road racing and
Daytona mean anything
to you, you won'l wanl
to miss the next issue
of Cycle Canada.



Suzuki launches the Full-Foaters.

You've seen single-shock systems before. Now take a look at
the best you've ever seen.
Suzuki's all-new “Full-Floating™ system. Standard equipment
on the all-new RM-250 and 465.
Heart of this lightweight system, of course, is a large
single shock. Which is mounted vertically near the center
of the bike's gravity for better handling.
Lower end of the shock is mounted directly to the boxed
aluminum swing arm. Also, the upper end is attached by rod and link to the swing arm.
Thus, you have ‘floating’ ends. Result: The shock compresses smoothly at both ends—
responding perfectly to any terrain.
(Like we said, the best.)
These big RMs are also equipped with totally new powerplants. Full-Reed
engines with new porting. cases, transmission and clutches. Believe us, the power
(especially at mid and top end) is incredible. Definitely not for the faint-hearted.
Other hot items that’ll please you but not the competition include:
Remote reservoir for the rear shock. Works roller-type chain guide.
Full-floating rear brake. Maintenance-free PEI ignition. Newly-designed air-
assisted front forks. And a whopping amount of travel—11.2 inches up
front, 12.7 inches in back.
Now go launch one of these rockets at your Suzuki Dealer.
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Sport riding isn’t always a compromise

Here is a bike that you
can ride any Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday...

For real-world street riding a sporting
machine has to meet the demands of traf-
fic jams, potholes and still be fun when the
cars disappear and the twisties begin.
Gene Hingerl, a computer analyst who
has recently been transferred from
Toronlo to Los Angeles, Calif., owns this
822 cc 1980 Honda CB750F which is the
ideal compromise between race track per-
formance and street manners.

The bike is deceptively stock in appear-
ance, aside from the Hella spot and pencil
lights and the Yoshima collector exhaust,
The Super Sport was toiled on both in the
engine and chassis areas by Ontario
Honda, a dealership in Toronto.

The 822 ccdisplacement comes from the
installation of modified Honda CBX pis-
tons. The camshafts remain stock and
combined with the increase in size give

S

o |
3

P iy -
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milder timing and a wide power spread.
Mikuni 29 mm smoothbore carbs supply
the fuel mixture. A Lockhart oil cooler has
been modified to fit larger stainless steel
lines for increased Mow.,

Pirelli Phantoms are fitted to the stock
Comstar wheels and provide excellent
traction at thecost of fairly rapid wear. All
three brake discs have been drilled. The
rear stopper now is a full floating unit for
chatter-free braking on uneven surfaces.

Suspension has not been overlooked.
The fronl fork has 1980 CBX air caps fitted
to give a firmer but progressive rate. S&W
shocks are forward-mounted, a job which
required cutting of the side cover foratidy
fit. The lowering of the shocks' upper
mounts raises the rear of the bike and
gives more cornering clearance under the
engine.

The Honda's cosmetics remain stock. It
is already allractive enough. Low-rise
handlebars pull the rider out of the wind
blast and reduce pressure on the small of
the back. Rear-set footpegs and controls
put the pilot's feet where they should be.

Hingert is a fan of automobile rallying
and was involved with rally teams in
Europe. The cars used are usually modi-
fied production models and are subjected
lo the most severe abuseimaginable. Pow-
erful lighting, plenty of reliable horse- =
power combined with a wide spread of &
torque, first-rate suspension and brakes 2
and crash protection are the important &

requirements. Looking at his bike, you E
probably could have guessed O
8

This 822 cc Honda CB750F is more lun 5
than a high-sirung sireet racer. £




HI-POINT!

* RACING *

Mow available in Canada

Ask your doaler for your
Hi poind racing products
Den’t occepd a cheaper rmfoton
Dermand the best

Caradhan [Dadrdwibor
Performance Cycle & Snow

91 Mutland Torrade
Stratkinoy, Ontar
ot 102

SECURITY

The Drospo special-
1515 present a van ety
of all-leather clothing
for every kind of
molorcycle niding —
approved by the grea-
test names in inter-
nalonal competilson
You will ind these
leathers al the belter
dealerships in yout
area

DEALERS

For the dealers of Quebec conlact

» Maontreal region: AGENCE JEE-DEE Tel: (514) 382-8131
« Fortherest of the province: TECHNO SPORTS INC. Tel
(418) 6539203

o DROSPO INC: Tel: (819) 549-2813

For the Maritimes, contact: ACCESSORY HOUSE LTD

W4 Duke S1. Moncton, NB E1C 451 Tel: (305) 854-7478

For Ontano, Mamioba, Saskalchewan & Albeérta, Contact
Younker Sports inc. 178 Hamilton Rd. Dorchester, Ont. NOL 160
Tel: (519) 68-T357

For British Columbia, Contact: Tonka Motorcycle Sakes Lid. 2700
Broadway Vancouver, BC VGE 4NG Tel: (602) 7323871

ELEGANCE

. LG
LAKESHORE
We are your

Harley-Davidson
Service Specialists

TransmisSons reworked-geanng
ovndable on request

Big Bore Sportsters (Shovsters)
from 70 cu. . to 100 plus cu.in
Motors balanced and bluvepnnted
Motors built from touning tohotrod
Heads ported and polighed

O pumps reworked

Engine shippeng crates avadable
on request

Canada’s No. 1 Harley-Dawdgon
performance centne

GO FURTHER, FASTER
WITH LAKESHORE

For furthier il ormibLa0n COALaCT

Lakeshore Cycle Works
AR 85 Krcardne, Ot NOG 2G0
1519)396-4883
In business for the Harley owner
since 1971

@3 Engineering

R.C.4into 1 COLLECTOR
PERFORMANCE EXHAUST
SYSTEM

Guarantood by RE. 10 produce
i I, Priscle s Al Dalallk
el msproranter |l By Orlpr
ot -y i pachud

SYRIET O B arisd

Avadalie i Go0D CRGM OF

Ko Gard Bk

Honda, Kawasak, Sufuki, Yamahs
Chngersd §.200 00

For gt 10 yanrs Huss Collang and [l
A Mlve Disd oA FRieng and Beutendss
bt e

NOW YOU CAN BUY R.C. ENGINEER-
ING PRODUCTS DIRECT FROM
R.C.'S EXCLUSIVE CANADIAN
DISTRIBUTOR

SHIPPING: C.O.D.NO DEPOSIT
REQUIRED, OR VISA AND MASTER-
CHARGE ACCEPTED. ADVISE CARD
NUMBER AND EXPIRY DATE.

adams

PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS

16704 111 Avenue,
Foe hull calalogus produtt red Seed

$3.00 for catalogues, prce kit and
decal

Edmonton, Alberta TSM 254
(403) 483-9220

MAY 15981 CYCLECANADA ST
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ADVANCE TECHNOLOGY AND SWISS DESIGNED |

PRECISION MAKE THE KIWI K7 THE BEST

VALUE. FOR COMFORT, SAFETY AND STYLING. . . . BY THE
IT'S GOT TO BE KIWI.

Winds in the test tunnel ol Europe’s leading aerodynamic w' N D .

institute designed the KIWI K7, Shape, chin spoiler, visor system

critical aspects ol perdormance; bufleting, sound, comfort, salety and
fatigue . . . all “designed by the wind™ to produce the linest

aerodynamic helmet. .

Anatomically designed with plush interior, padded neck roll and comfort-fit
chin strap. . . a product of the world’s most advanced testing and production.
Exclusive multi position, locking visor with perlect oplics. Unigue neck-dralt
spoiler. Optimum temple protection with maximum peripheral vision.
Beautifully crafted by Swiss precision. Dynamic styling. The ultra-lite
weight of the KIWI K7 gives you a sense of freedom and

exhilaration. Industry-leading quality

conlrol insures that the one

YOU wear is the linest.

Know What You
Should Belore
You Buy!

E1Wl

KT comes
wilF Bl P
smoke and
clear wisor

Dy bisr INGuInes invilcd

ASK YOUR DEALERS ABOUT THIS ONE DESIGNED

BY THE
WIND.

Exclusive Canadian distributor

Tonka Motorcycle Sales Ltd.
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Twin beles, nocham:
=2 a remarkable,

T = -m-un-.l breaking
AVINGE idea tor a stock ~
Y motorevele. 1 hats
W I;,‘I.:I"-IHI:IIt'r:ll'.:i]lt':.'fir'lu at s
best, And, the idea behind
Sturgis,™ a motorcyele mspired by this annual rally in

the Black Hills.

The | larley-Davidson® "‘-tllt‘!..,‘h is the first stock
bike in the world with twin belt drive,

( -un}rur.x{l.':ulwhﬂl our Black Belt™ systemis
stronger, highter, simpler and wastes less horsepower.
{mnp.lrul to a chain, it gives you quieter, smoother
+-.E1tt[||1L It never needs a lube, rarely an adjustment.
The Black Belt system has a 12 month, unlimited mile
warranty. '

Sturgis is also the first production bike bule with

J"!r.‘ T -..l"h" By 'rp'-m

R0, AMF Harley

snu{( S, 1981: BRE \M\( NE \i GROUND.

a compens: t'[iIH._,‘ sproc ket on the i 'i:n.lt'}. belt drive, for
remarkably smooth power low,

"'sluruh breaks new ground n custom styling,
L0, |I:'-1:,:IM} black on i':].u i \l':_:.'u;-.I on the Lm]-._
wheel rims and belt euard in Harley orang.

DIUNGIs mcans J ag bars on 3! 2" risers, highw ay
pegs, new staggered xhntn. duals and a seat just 27
from the ground. \ massive 80 cu. inch V-"Twin is
O uhn-- the power, and for 1981 you run on regular
|L‘1i_|l.t| s,

The owin belt drive Sturgis. From the IH_‘III'IIL
who know what custom wnhm‘ and Lm_mu.l ing H.‘t""-'
means. SIurgss is a H.lrh.lw. Davidson. | h.u-.“ll_!. i's
more than a machine

Distributed exclusively in Canada by
FRED DEELEY IMPORTS LIMITED.
Richmond. B.C. and Weston, Ontario

Wesupport the C.M.A. and the M.M.1.C.



The 1981 Kawasaki LTD’s

KZ 250 LTD - Single cylinder

KZ 305LTD - 2 cylinders

KZ 440 LTD - 2 cylinders

KZ 440 LTD -(Belt Drive) - 2 cylinders
KZ 550 LTD - 4 cylinders

KZ 750 LTD - 4 cylinders

KZ 1000 LTD -4 cylinders

Tuck yourself into a Kawasaki LTD. Seven new
bikes that show why Kawasaki is the leader on
the street. From the sporty 250 to the new

boulevard king, the KZ1000, each new LTD

gives you exactly what you want. High
performance. Low maintenance. Easy handling.
And the best style on the street,
They're simple. To give you high reliability and
low maintenance. They're light. To give you
the nimblest handling around. They're quick.
So when you twist the throttle you get the
real payoff.
Try a 1981 Kawasaki LTD for
yourself. Because once
you get on, we know
you'll get off!

wasak|

Lets the good tumes roll




