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It broke rules,and hearts.And it'll do it again.'

THE 1982 VIRAGO 750.

We broke every rnule lo create the
V-Ticin engine Virago. In retuwrn, it
broke every record as the fastes!
selling motorcycle we've ever bull.

But if you were one of the disap-
pomted who missed the Virago in
1981, take heart, Yamaha is introdu-
cing the 1982 Virago 750 six months
early. Because we know we can'l
keep the world wailing for its classics,

A‘jk anyone whos seen the
Virago’'s lean, low profile,
Better yet, ask anyone who's slipped
a leg over and fired it up to its
rolling throaty thunder, You'll hear
things like "awesome; “an expe-
nence, and “powerful” And you'll
enjoy a nde that's as much of a
modemn revolution as the machine
nself.

Yamaha put thousands of hours
of research and developmentinto
the Viragos revolutionary V-Twin
engine.

We chose the 75% cylinder
angle to create the optimum
combination of engine height and
length, while leaving plenty of
room for carburetors and intake
components,

We rotated the rear cylinder
180F to accommodate our unique
individually adjustable dual carb
set-up. [ts shightly offset to improve
rear cylinder cooling.

We arranged a finng sequence
of altermate revolutions for smooth,
steady power delivery, less
vibration and a stable, consistent
idle. There's no need for a heavy
balancer system.

Our fully-enclosed shaft dnve
makes it smooth and quiet. And
our Monoshock rear suspension
system proven on the race track,
represents a revolution in street
bike design.

The functional monocoque
frame design makes the engine an
integral frame member, elimina-
ting excess bulk and weight of
downtubes. Air actually passes
through the frame to an air cleaner
beneath the seat, eliminating
the need for bulky air cleaners off
the side.

Seat height is only 295 inches
(750mm). Total engine widthis a
narrow 14.8 inches (376mm). The
extra low center of gravity gives
new meaning to comfort, control
and stability.

And, thanks to our V-Twin

engine, the package, complete,
gives you reliability, narrowness
and highly efficient weight
distnbution. And the stuff that
classics are made of.

It's no wonder the world is
clamoning for more, So, this year,
don't be disappointed.

See the Yamaha Virago 750 for
1982 now,

And nde a classic motorcycle,
the way it should be.

YAMAHA VIRAGO.
THE V-TWIN MOTORCYCLE.
THE WAY IT SHOULD BE
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Harley-Davidson
now on its own

MILWAUKEE, Wis.—0On
June 16 control of Harley-
Davidson officially passed out
of the hands of the AMF con-
glomerate into those of Har-
ley's execulive officers. The
takeover bid was reported in
the May issue of Cycle
Canada.

Financed by Citicorp Indus-
trial Credit of New York, the
purchase includes all Harley-
Davidson interests in Wiscon-
sin and at the York. Pa.,
assembly plant, including
motorcycles, goll carts, parts
and accessory manufacturing.

Founded in 1903, H-Dis the
only U.S. manufaciurer of
motorcycles. Purchased by
AMF in 1969, the company
benefitted from massive
investiment in modernization
of research and plant facilities
that enabled a four-fold
increase in production bet-
ween 1969 and 1980, AMF
now is interested in switching
capitalintotheresourceexplo-
ralion field, and the sale of
Harley. the largest single part
of the conglomerate, will
allow this.

Vaughn Beals, chiel execu-
tive offlicer of the new com:-
pany, says there's no question
Harley can stand on i1s own
now, and that innovation and

|

rescarch will supplement the |

company’s well-known reli-
ance on tradilion.

Maicos in 1982 to
cheaper, have
monoshocks

VANCOUVER—=Six Maico
models will be available in
Canada in 1982, Three moto-
crossers known as Mega 3will
have a single-shock rear sus-
pension. while the Mega E
enduro models will retain a
twin-shock rear. Displace-
ments of 250, 400 and 490 cc

- T S

Almost ahvays
you read it
here first

iw J"J; J"
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BARRIE, Ont.—Seldom-

in record numbers al the
ninth annual rally of the
Canadian Vintage Motor-
cycle Group. The names of
vanished makes they repre-
sented included some of the
most revered as well as
some of the most obscure.
Winner of the trophy for
mosl unusual motlorcycle
was a 1955 Universal {lat
twin about which even ils
owner had no knowledge,

Held at Molson's Park
june 19-21, the rally
allracted a record turnoul
of 197 entries. The total
number of machines was
eslimated to exceed 300,
sinoe many entrants brought
more than one.

A sizeable contingent of

Association members was
on hand. Ron Peter of Ash-
burn, Ont., dodged slalom
pylons and his passenger's
load of slopping pails of
waler 1o take the sidecar
trophy on his black AJS

seen motorcycles emerged |

Canadian Sidecar Owners |

BMW-like 1955 Universal was most u nusi I l
9th annual rally of Canadian Vintage Motorcycle Group,

Most unusual vintage
is called a Universal

bike

| trials outfir,

A police-escorted road
run has been a rally tradi-
tion since the inaugural
event at Welland, Onl., in
1973, This year an esti-
mated 145 machines enter-
ed the run. The oldest
machine to finish was Tom
Wilcock's superb 1912
| Harley-Davidson belt-
drive single.

Concours entries totalled
109 machines as diverse as
a 1913 Thor and a 1970
BSA Bushman.

A total of 34 trophies
were presented for various
age calegories and makes
ranging from Ariel to Vin-
cenl.

The Molson Award flor
the best post-1945 motor-
cyvele went to Joe Lewin of
Milton. Ont., for his
immaculate 1967 Ducati
250. The Cycle Canada
Trophy. for the best pre-
1945 machine, went to Tom
MeCill of Carlisle. Ont.. for
his 1937 Norlon [nterna-
tional.
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will be commeon to both lines.

The enduro bikes will also
sporl a monstirous = for
enduro bikes — 15-litre gas
tank.

Prices on all models will be
lower than lor the 815 because
of a reduction in value of the
CGerman mark relative to the
Canadian dollar. Importer
Rick Sheren of R&M Moto-
cross Specialties isn't sure just
how big the reduction will be,
bul he thinks it'll be at least
$100 per bike.

Sheren has announced a
dealer support program for
the 1982 racing season. He'lll
give a break on machines and
parls prices to any dealer sup-
porling Maico races, He's also
looking for a rider lo receive
full-time sponsorship direct
from R&M. It could be any-
where in the country. he says:
"We'll support the best rider
who's interested.”

Looking further ahead.
Sheren said that by the spring
of 1982 there will be a 125 cc
water-cooled monoshock
available.

Our club roster

needs updating

TORONTO=Cycle Can-
ada needs vour helpif yvou'rea
member of a motorcycle club.
We're updating our club roster
and need current information
[rom any and all motorcycling
groups. Wed like to get the
name and phone number of the
club organizers or oflicers. the
mailing address of the club
and a list of the major events
planned for the current year.

We often receive calls from
readers looking for clubs
involved in every activity
from vinlage restoralion lo
trials riding. The more infor-
mation we have, the better we
can help them and you. It can
also benelit your club's activi-

| ties, since if we have a listing

of your events we can include




it in our monthly calendar of
evenls.

Please send your club's
name and address, the names
and numbers for information
and listing of events to Cycle
Canada, Club Update, 290 Jar-
vis St., Toronto, Ont., M5B
205,

Harleys go road rl:i again
with $18,000 prize al stake.

H-D contingency
. mone pongd for
H-ntﬂ: of Twins

MILWAUKEE. Wis.
Harley-Davidson has an-
nounced a contingency pack-
age of $18,000 prize money for
the Battle of the Twins series.
The highest placing H-D rider
in each of the remaining six
events gets $500, and if a Har-
| ley wins the rider will collect
$3.000.

The series is getting healthy
entries of 30-40 bikes, of
which perhaps six are Har-
leys. It's to finish up at Day-
tona in March of 1982.

Legioninvents a
new kind of event
for trail riders

WILBERFORCE. Ont.—A
combination enduro and road
ride is being planned for Sept.
5 by a member of the Wilber-
force Royal Canadian Legion.

Rob Klapow thinks there

MONTREAL — There
will be a Formula One race
at the Formula One race.

Formula One automobile
world championship race
in Montreal Sept. 26-27,
motorcycles will race onthe
Isle Notre Dame grand prix
circuit for the first time. It
will be a single race, open to
Formula One bikes and 250
cc grand prix machines.
Formula One bikes can be
unresiricted 500 cc two-
strokes, restricted 750 cc
two-strokes or unrestricted
1.025 cc four-strokes.

The 250s will race on the
track at the same timeasthe
big bikes but for their own
purse. Combined prize
money for the two races
will exceed $10,000. Spon-
sorship for the event isfrom
Labatt’s Breweries, spon-
sors of thecar race.and Cas-
trol, sugar daddy of motor-
cycle road racing. The
sanction for the race will be
by RACE, Inc.. the body
that with Castrol sponsor-
ship is promoting most
motorcycle road racing in
eastern Canada in 1981.

As a preliminary for the |

Duhamel may return again for
Montreal bike race

the first
be held in Montreal.

Seventy entries will be
accepted, and U.S. and
international stars are
expected to attend. One
rider who'd love to get a
bike is Montreal resident
and master of the racing
come-back Yvon Duhamel.
There's a chance he'll be
offered the Yamaha TZ750
of Steve Gervais, who was
injured in a crash at Atlan-
tic Motorsport Park July 3.
As one Montreal motorcy-
clist put it: “They con’t have
a bike race here without
Yvon."

are a lot of people who enjoy
riding off-road withothers but

don't want to get into the |

intense competition and high
specds required by an enduro.
He decided toadapt the ideaof
a road ride to the trails.
Starting about 11 am., the
ride will consist of forest trails
and some public roads.
Entrants will be given route

instructions and sent on their |
way to meander through the |

Canadian shield rock and
forest scenery in the Wilber-

force area, meeting in the late. |

afternoon for a dinner and
dance a! the Legion hall. The
route will be about 110 km.

Interested parties can reach
Klapow at (705) 448-2531
days or [705) 448-2054
evenings.

Supercross rider
had a broken leg

ATLAS, Pa.— John Savit-
ski, who placed ninth in the
Montreal supercross and
sixth in Toronto, was riding a
Suzuki rather than a Yamaha

as reported in the August
issue of Cycle Canada.
Savitski has been on the
mend since breaking his leg
last year while riding as a
Yamaha-supported rider. He
is curréntly a privateer on
Suzuki, but hopes his results
this year will bring him spon-

| sorship again. He rode the
| Canadian supercrosses wear-

ing a leg brace, and may return

| toCanadainthefalltorideone

or more national champion.

| ship rounds.

Japanese oldies to
be displayed by
vintage group

BERGENFIELD, N.].—The
Vintage Japanese Motorcycle
Clubis presenting its first vin.
tage meet Aug. 18 in Dumont,
N.]. Anyone looking for parts
or bikes or just wanting to
browse will have a hard time
finding a bigger collection of
old Japanese machinery.

The meet is to be held at
Amol Motorcycles, 103 West
Shore Awve., Dumont, N.].
Information can be obtained |
from the V]MC at 301 Phelps
Ave., Bergenfield, N.].. 07621,

h (201) 385-6280.

Mini cafe racer may
appear here

LOS ANGELES—A rumor
out of California has it that an
exquisite little cafe racer sold
by Honda in Japan and Europe
may appear in North America
for the 1982 model year.

Known as the MB-5, the 50
cc screamer [eatures three-
spoke Comstar wheels, a

| hydraulic front disc brake, a

mini-fairing, low bars and a
racing-style gas tank. [t may
not be as fast as a CBOOOF, but
unlike the 900, the MB-5could
be ridden flat out all the time
without attracting attention.
The fun quotient would be
high. Continwed on Poge 8
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Continued from Poge 7

' Dneprs recalled
but importeris
not concerned

VANCOUVER=Transport
Canada has decided to recall
242 Dneprs for lransgressing
various Canadian Motor Veh.
icle Safety Standards, but
Phil Funnell, owner of the dis-
tribution company Phili-Moto,
isn’t too worried aboul il.

Funnell says the recalls are
concerned with electrical
swilches="We ran out of
swilches 1o convert and sold
‘em anyway'—and VIN
stickers—"They werent big
enough. The maple leaf
wasn't an inch in diameter,
that sort of thing.” New
slickers are being mailed to
customers who got the small
ones and switches will be
supplied to those whose bikes
weren't converted before sale.

It's a minor aggravation at
worst, says Funnell. He adds
that certainly in no way does
the recall have anything to do
with salety problems.

Hot uits
- nrln?:lngr?: racing

AMSTERDAM—Wil Har- |
tog. Suzuki factory rider in |

500 c¢ road racing from 1977-
79, has announced his retire-

ment from racing. Hartog has |
semi-official RG500s for the |

1981 season, and has decided
they aren’t competitive.

The man Kenny Roberts
calls Hot Dog finished sixth
in the championship in 1980
and fourth in "79 and "78. He
picked up his factory ride
when young American Pat
Hennen was gravely injured
in the 1977 Isle of Man TT.

Transcontinental
rallies combine
with Fly and Buy

TOKYO= Transcyclist
International is at it again.
TC. a global touring and
sports adventure club, hopes
to expand its Fly and Buy ser-
vice and to organize a number
or world-wide rallies.

Fly and Buy, as reported in
the July issue of Cycle Can-
ada, is a scheme under which
an individual can arrange a
foreign purchase of motorcy-

BARRIE, Ont.—The filth
annual York Wings Motor-
cycle Club Road Bike Olym.-
pics, held in Molson's Park
June 5-7, attracted more
than 365 registered partici-
pants, including several
from the United States and
one from El Cajon, Calif..
near the Mexican border—
no problem winning the
long distance award there.

Aside from a weekend of
camping. dancing and par-
tying. a series of eight
events were held=the
“Olympics“—designed to
test a rider's ability and
machine control at low
speed. Points accumulated
at each event in several dis-
placement categories were
totaled with class winners
receiving medals and the
overall winner anengraved

Molson's Brewery.

The events chosen to
challenge the tourer’s low-
speed ability were: 1—an
egg and spoon race; 2—a
blindfold test, in which a
blindfolded rider must stop

back-up race; 4—a balance
test, with feet on the pegs
and the bike stationary;
5—a bite-the-weenie con-
test, or how to snare a
slippery. mustard-covered
weiner while riding past;
G—a slalom race: 7—aslow
race; and 8—a coin loss, in
which a rider tosses a
handful of coins toward a
bucket while riding past.

Overall winner was
Steven Henry of Toronto. a
member of the Gold Wing
Owner's Association. He
was riding, appropriately,
his Honda GL1000.

Other weekend events
incleded an observation
run, a bike blessing Sun-
day morning and a charity
raffle. Canadian Cycle

York Wings Road Olympics
challenge slow speed skills

silver plate courtesy of |

as closely as possible to a |

Getting a chunkoutofa
mustard-covered wicner is
tough when you're riding.

designated point; 3—a |

Accessories contributed a
trailer, and the proceeds of
more than $1,100 went Lo
the Simcoe County Rescue
Squad. Many other dealers
and manufacturers con-
tributed door prizes: every-
thing from jackets to tank
bags.

The longest distance
award went to Charles and
Nancy Morrison of El
Cajon, Calif. They had
picked up a new Honda
GL1100 Interstate and rid-
den straight to the rally
from their home.

York Wings is planning a
bigger event for next year.
Anyone interested can
reach the club at P.O. Box
1415, Station B, Downs-
view, Ont., M3IH 5W3.

cle for delivery to a TC rally
site. TC reports that it hopes
1o expand the service soon to
include purchase of spares,
olther parts and used bikes.
In the planning stage are a
number of trans-continental

rallies, including: the Ameri- |
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cas north to south; every
counliry in Europe: every
counlry in Africa: circling
Australia; covering the
ancient silk road journey
from Rome to Tokyo: and
even a “Pacific hopper™ rally
that would include islands as

The famous Beach’s Alpine
Adventures now are availa-

‘82 and 83 have been
prepared.

chase or rental of a BMW

except lunches, drinks and
shipping your new bike |
home. Hotels, dinners, eic.,
are all provided and a variety

Grand lsland, N.Y.. 14072,

Car racing cham
plans hlﬂ nrlﬂp

ter, former Formula One auto-
mobile racing world champ-
ion, is Irying to promote a
series of motorcycle races.
They are planned as invita-

ola, Barry Sheene, Kork Bal-
lington and Graeme Crosby

are reporied to have already
agreed to terms. Tentative

named and Mexico.

Series that Roberts tried 1o
organize, Scheckter's idea has

presumably will not conflict |

ship events.

Newsfront is edited
by Larry Tote.

varied as Japan, Hawaii, Fiji |
and new Zealand.

Adventurous touring riders
can reach Transcyclist Inter-
nalional at CPO Box 2064,
Tokyo, Japan.

Beach tour of
Europe now has
four summer dates

GRAND ISLAND. N.Y.—

le four times a year. Beach
tours, 23-day trips through
six European countries, can
be booked for the months of
June. July. August or Sep-
tember. Itineraries for 1981,

Beach will arrange the pur-
motorcycle in Munich, and

his tour fee of approximately
52,000 U.5. coverseverything

of routes is available each day |
to provide maximum {reedom '
for riders in the group.
Interested riders can get
more informatien from
Robert and Elizabeth Beach,
2763 West River Parkway,

(716) 773-4960.

MONACO—Jody Scheck-

tionals for top riders from the
500 cc class.
Ken Roberts. Randy Mam-

venues are Schecktler's home-
land of South Africa, the U.S.,
the Netherlands., South
American countries yet to be

Unlike the ill-starred World

the blessing of the FIM and

PR AR Y WY PN OO, AR COVTLLOY, DO JAMSIRSOMN AND LANEY TATE

with any world champion-




Sure-fire NGK fuel savings
will have you humming
amerry new tune.

Changing your spark plugs can mean big fuel savings.
The key is to pick the best plugs for your engine. Make
less than the best choice, and you may end up wasting more

n fuel than before.

mo‘[:'?uﬂnever have to worry with wide-range NGK Spa;’k
Plugs. These tough, long-life beauties help keep any engine
running at peak efficiency. The secret 1§ a COpper corc
pioneer mass-produced for automobile use by NGK.
Lotus and Saab luxury cars, as well as all Japanese motor . ol
vehicles, are factory-installed with NGK. - g ;
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Hum a merry new tune. Use fuel-saving NGK
Spark Plugs.
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SPARK PLUG CO., LTD.
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Adreamtour
thatended
too soon

While the Triumph feature in this issue |

was being prepared. it brought tomind the

ways in whichmotorcycles withahistory |
are often powerful reminders of forgotten |

experiences. How could [ have forgotten

being blown off by various Triumphsdur- |

ing the 1960s when
I thought my work-

ed-over Jaguar was My prospective Triumph Bonneville

| pretty hot stuff? chauffeur proposed that . bought in Lon-

dThﬂ'Es amr."lillhtr—& the trip be used to don. His name was
ream tour I'll never gather pply meggl Ed.

make butwhichover - mh;l"b& ot After we'd topped

the years has been
a trip lo remember.

The tour started in a dank wine bar in
the central section of Madrid, a city which

will permanently alter your personal defi- |

nition of what's old. The dim mesones are
lit by flickering candles and cater to local
Spaniards performing the time-honored
ritual of the evening paseo.
In the heat of "l?l

halts for a few hours for the customary
siesta. Then about 4:00 the shops re-open
and business resumes. When the working

day is finally qver, gregarious Spaniards |
parade the dark sidewalks toinspect each |
| breeze indays.

other and frequent themesones. The cave-

like bars tempt strollers off the streets |
with music. trays of hors d'oeuvres and |
| clapped for the watchman.

bowls of iced sangria.

In the midst of such tradition | found
mysell quartered in an aged hostel. My
companionand | had arrivedin Madridon
the Talgo, the pride of the Spanish rail-
ways. [t moved so slowly we were con-
vinced the train was laying its own track
as we went.

Master of the creaky third-floor estab-
lishment was a venerable American with
a pronounced resemblance to the Ken-
tucky chicken magnate recently
deceased. A listing in a popular guide
book guaranteed him a steady stream of
itinerant North American youth. Back
when motorcycles were either singles or
twins, Europe was the place for the newly
graduated to go. Ourcurrency wentalittle
farther then.

The place took some gelling used to,
None of the stafl spoke English. The squid
peella didn’t appeal to everyone and our
southern colleagues were prone to iden-

tify the unfamiliar washroom fixtures as |

“bye-dayets”. There was no doorman, | nean to the hostile Middle East. Depend-

although the street door was locked after
11 p.m. Nor were we issued keys. Instead,
we were told to stand on the street infront

| of the hostel and clap hands. Eventually, |
the night watchman patrolling the neigh- |
borhood would hear us and select the |

correct key to let us in. Surprisingly, the
method worked.

It was on just such an evening. after |
we'd clanked down from the third floorin |
the open-air caged elevator—no attend- |

| but it didnt mind Spanish gas and it
| had lots of steam. And noise. Pushrods

¢ alternoon activity |
| tamines. That familiar blat echoed

| and his Triumph on the Costa del Sol. It

T IR,

| it began, and | never saw Ed again. |

ant, naturally—that we mingled and
imbibed with the throngs in the darkness
and discussed our next port of call. With
us was an exotic sunburned character
from Virginia who had worked on nuclear
submarines and had surfer's knots on his
knees. He'd arrived
on a dusty silver

up with refresh-

ments, Ed allowed

that it was time to fetch the Triumph from

its lean-to and clear out the cobwebs. Did1

want togo? Altercarefully considering his
offer for 30 microseconds, | accepted.

The Triumph was not much to look at

clattered like a knitting bee on amphe-

between blackened stome walls as we
pounded over the midnight cobbles; price-
less art works rattled briefly in the Museo
del Prado as we savored our first cool

Then we retired, leaving the cooling
Bonnie to click quietly in its shed as we

The best was vel to come. With |
December coming on. we headed south |
and made another rendezvous with Ed

was named the sun coast for good reason. |
Sun and wind on the trip over the moun- |
tains had made Ed’s face look like a long-
nosed tomato. Full-face helmets then
were unknown.

Ed's next offer of a ride was to Tangier.
Now that would have been even better, a
real dream tour, except for one problem.
My prospective chaulfeur proposed the
trip be used to gather a supply of illegal |
herbs in Morocco and bring them back 1o |
Spain. Having seen the mellow Spanish |
civil guards at work, | decided that Ed had
best make his herb-gathering trip alone.

Ed eventually saw the risk inherent in
his plan and decided on a more moderate
course. He would ride the Triumph down
into North Alrica alright. but continue
across the south shore of the Mediterra-

ing on the state of the 650's health and its
ability to digest African fuel on 9:1 pis-
tons, he'd see how far the political climate |
would allow him to go. '

My native caution won the day. Ed and
the Bonneville headed west and south,
and | headed north. Back on the track-
laying train. The dream tour ended beflore

Wonder how he made out.
—John Cooper
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Dunlop designs tires
for muscle bikes

Flex your muscle with Dunlop's
new K181 front and rear com-
bination. It offers the big con-
tact patch and low profile you
need for optimum straight-up
troction. And the wide foot-
print and deep tread deliver
super performonce. . .for the
long haul. The 4-ply nylon con-
struction gives unmatched
stability in hard leons. The
deep continuous centre groove
and wet traction slots provide
superb handling ond traction in
the rain,

Wide footprint, low profile,
mefric sizes

-

Large tread blocks ond big 277"
contact patch % / e
Continuous center T~

groove >y ,f_‘;

Wet grip sipes , e
Deep tread Y 4

Four nylon plies -

tube/tubeless

Available in R compound.
Black or raised white letter.

K181 Reor K181 Front

Moremlesridembuﬂopthunwotherﬁrehthemid.
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It beats working for a living

il ¥
o
'} e

By
Bl |
- .

Life at Cycle Canada
IS rewarding in
many ways

It is a swellering week in Toronto, and
the editorial wing of Cycle Canada is
almost deserted.

Assistanl Editor Larry Tate is off in
New England exploring the CUrvery on
the bright red Moto Gurzi Monza which
you will see tested elsewhere in this issue.
He dragged along Art Director John Bul-
lock on the new Honda Silver Wing Inter-
state which you will also see tested inthis
issue,

Assistant Editor Damian James isoff in

Quebec laking part ina backwoods expe- |

dition on bikes organized by Moto Jour-
nal. our French-language stablemate at
Brave Beaver Pressworks Lid. Heis riding
the Yamaha TT250. also tested in this
issue, and a Can-Am 250 Qualifer, which
you will see tested in a later edition.

And Editor John Cooper is on the
phone to California arranging a road test
of the first Honda CX500 Turbo for the
nex! edition of Cycle Canada.

The foregoing paints a picture of life at
Cycle Canada as it is seen by many read-
ers. But it's not all New England tours,
Quebec trail rides and Mlights to California
to test the newest and the latest.

Life a1 Cycle Canada is mainly work.
the practice of the cralt of journalism. [t's
working with ideas and impressions and
pictures and words. The subject happens
to be. happily, something we all enjoy
immensely.

Although some of us were journalists
first, most of us came here as motorcy-
clists and learned 10 become journalists.
We are now starting to look foranaddition

“”ii na e

T

Larry Tale couldn resist a barcheaded
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spin in Maine, Tsk, 1sk.

to the editorial stalf, a copv editor. He. or
she. will be s journalist, a wordsmith. and
not necessarily a motoreyelist. After all,
we can'l all be off riding motorcycles,

If vou have the makings of acopyeditor,
please send a letter of application and a
resume of yvour background to John
Cooper. Editor, Cycle Canada, 290 Jarvis
St., Toronto, Ont., M5B 2C5.

There have been changes in the mast-
head proper, which is the column at the
right.

Dean Allen. formerly general manager
of Bombardier Ltd. in Ontario, has been
named sales director 1o suceceed Rick
Dixon. Allen is responsible for the sales
of all the advertising you see in Cycle
Canada, and in our other publications, as
well as the space sales in our expanding
consumer and trade shows.,

Christina Montgomery. associate
editor of this magazine and editor of the
Brave Beaver trade publication. Motor-
cycle Dealer & Trade. has been forced to
resign for health reasons. She will be
succeeded by Christopher Knowles, an
experienced journalist and self-confessed
bike nut.

In circulation, Kenneth Presner, form-
etly of the Herald Tribune in Paris, has
replaced Jeanette Gaudet, and in produc-
tion, Ann Marie Tosoni is leaving alter
helping in the successful switch to maga-
zine format

Tosoni is off 1o manage production for
Canadian Lawyer magazine, and Gaudet
is going to try her hand at pottery.

—Ceorgs Kolesnikovs
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YOKOHAMA
NICAN

17 /ze’ 100 nanies /(’)fb‘@
7 /wfozzyc/e 1S

Yokohama tires are avai LLh‘.n' at
better motorcycle dealers
L’\'('[}'\\'ill.'l.l'

it abld

7442 Fraser Dr., Burnaby, B.C (604) A34-7575
3225 Lenworth Drive, Mississauga, Ont. (4106) 6253840
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MOTHER NATURE WAS YVON'S

BIGGEST PROBLEM AT
DAYTONA 1970

He recalls Duhamel’s
record-setting ride

I enjoyved the article in your May issue
aboul my friend Yvon Duhamel. |
announced most of the road races he rode
here in the US.

The article was most complete, but
Kevin leflt out one bit of history about
Yvon that 1 feel should be mentioned.

In 1969 or 1970 at Dayvtona, the
Yamaha 350s were ready and waiting to
win the 200 miler. In time trials on ‘Thurs-
day. Yvon turned the oval with an aver-
age speed of 241 kmvh (150 mph). In those
days. we gualified the riders on the oval,

but had to discontinue the practice when |
tire companies could no longer guarantee |

the tires at the speeds we were reaching.

Al any rate, Yvon and his Yamaha 350
were the first te hit that mark. But by
Sunday it rained and the race was put of
a full week. That gave the Harley Team a
lot of extra time to tear down and buikd
faster, and they won the mce.

It ook Mother Nature to keep Yvon
from the Daytona 200 win that year, and

the Yamaha 350 had to waituntil 1972 for |

Don Emde to take his win.

I can still remember watching Yvon
from the announcing lower as he was on
his way to that 241 kmv'h mark, running
high on the banks and low on the
siraights.

I always said that he won the races that
you did not expect him to win, and that he
either broke or fell off in the ones that he
should have won.

He really was ahead of his time — or
born too late. Mavbe he was right in

between times. To me, he was always |

colorful and understood promotion. both
on and off the rack.
When is Canada going to have another
Duhamel?
Roxy Rockwood
North Hellywood, Calil.

Insurance for rt

may not always work

I want to provide a warning to all tour-
ers via an experience | had last year.

| had my bike flown out to Vancouver
by Continental Air Freight, and opted to
pay for insurance in addition to the $2001
paid for freight.
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Some damage was done 1o the bike and
CAF acknowledged responsibility. | was
told togel a price on repair. My dealer told
me repair was not possible to thechromed
parl; it would have to be replaced. CAF
told me to go ahead with this. but since |
have sent the bill in they have refused 1o

. seltle. Their office in Montreal now says
$35 would be sufficient to fix it. according
to their local repair shop. which has never
seen the bike. The matter is being
pursued,

In my case it was not a lot of damage, but
look at the reaction. Imagine what would
happen if a loaded bike suffered bad dam-
age and the owner wereto receivethis sort
of treatment.

K. Flinn
Stouflville, Ont.

' Ontario drivers aren’t
' so bad in trucker's view

Aflter reading D. Coldwell's letter in the
June issuve | felt compelled to write. Just

| what was Mr. Coldwell’s purpose incom-
ing to Ontario=to complain? Within his
letter he knocks truckers, headlight laws,

al Cycle Canada for featuring a Harley-
Davidson.

I ridea 750 Honda and I'm building upa
1200 Harley. | also drive a truck for a

transportation I've generally found Onla-
riodrivers to be very courteous.

I do agree with Mr. Coldwell that you
should consider more service articles but
I'm sure that there are one or two “gay-
fairy-lype™ Harley riders who wouldn't
seeeye toeve with him on his last remark.

lamie Boyd
Bracebridge, Onl.

Being old but new
' a buying headache

I am in my early 40s and have never

188 cm and my weight 104 k. | feel that.
for my size, the Yamaha 500 would be
best suited to me. In addition to the size of
the bike, [ just! plain like it. The problem
lies in being sure

ing motorcycles for the first time can end
up with bikes that aren’t suited to them:
either they're too fast or too powerful.

the police, insurance ratesand healsodigs

living. but no matter what my mode of |

| ridden a motorcycle before. My height is |

People in my age bracke! who are buy- |

When | walk into a bike shop. | feel a
little ill at ease. [ get the dealer's attention,
tell him | never rode before and what |
want the bike for. His response is to ask
me how much | want to spend.

But vou do find a few dealers who
arcn’l like that, and who recommend
salely courses and so on.

Remember when you bought your first
car? You listened to your friends, not
vour parenls. Now it's the other way
around. Middle-aged people are buying
bikes for the {irst time and who do we

| ask?

Peter Hurst
Dartmouth, N.S.

Chain-changing woes
plague Honda owner

We're wriling tolet you know about the
problems we encountered when we
replaced the drive chain on our 1979
Honda 750K.

I've been riding bikes for eight years, so
I am not a stranger to repairs. But this is
the first time I've ever had difficulty
replacing a chain

My wile and | purchased the bike new
in 79 and last night we replaced the drive
chain. We started at &30 p.m. and fin-
ished the job at 10:30 p.m. It was a four-
hour job that would have taken 30
minutes il Honda's engineers had used a
little common sense.

The following is the procedure we had
to follow.

! — If equipped with saddlebags.
remove them. 2 — Remove roll bars. 3 —
Loosen front fool pegs so they can be
moved out of the way, 4 — Remove gear
shill lever. 5 — Remove lefl exhaust
pipes.

6 — Remove front sprocket cover. 7 —
Remove back wheel assembly and chain
guard. 8 — Remove front sprocket. 9 —
Disconnect rear shocks from swing arm.
10 — Remove swingarm.

11 — Removal of old chain can now be
accomplished. 12 — Replace with new
chain. 13 — Replace swingarm. 14 —
Regrease swingarm bearings. 15 —
Replace rear wheel assembly.

16 = Put chain on rear sprocket first.
17 — Insert front sprocket into chain and
slip onto shaft. 18 — Replace all remain-

| ing parts, making sure everything is
| tightened



This is not a job totackle the day before
vour holidays, and by no means one lo

atlempt using the tool kit supplied with |

the bike.
I found the best thing to do when tac-
kling this *M&d* job is to throw the

owner's manual back where it's kept !

when not in use, as it's of little helpin this
case. | own both the small book supplied
with the bike and a workshop manual.
The only thing these books say about the
chain is how to adjust, not replace, it.
Please let us know if there's an easier
way to replace the chain, or if we can buy
a chain with a master link instead of the
conlinuous double-0O ring ype.
Mike and Kris Campbell
Toroato, Onl.

Master hink cheins ore still available.
Some shops stock the chain in bulk and
will cut it 1o the length you necd.

Continuous chains are ultimotely
stronger. but for general stroct use it's not
likely to matter much. The linked chain
will probably wear more guickly loo.
although with proper lubrication ond
maintepance it won't happen overnighi.
The saving in service hassles may be
worth the potential extra cost of more
frequent replacement. —Ed.,

This dealer went all out
helping an anxious rider

My RD350 arrived in January after a
three-month wait. Of course it snowed
the day [ got it, so another three weeks
went by before | could ride it. Yamaha
really has a winner.

Special thanks goes to Wall Healy
Yamaha here in Calgary. They delivered
the bike to my house because | couldn’t
ride it. And my sympathy goes to the
riders in the States who are deprived of

the RD350H.
Jeff Carruthers
Calgary, Alta.
He supports helmet laws
in memory of friends

With regard to lain MacEachemn and
G.W. Schrader’s letters on helmet laws in
the June issue, my opinion is that helmets
should be mandatory in all provinces.

When another motorcycle approaches
from the rear, the sound is easily heard: as

for sight, when a car pulls up beside you
there is no need to even turn your head.

As for the bathtub and shower. | have
never seen or passed a bathtub on the
highway going 60 mph. If a
that easily in a bathtub, he or she should
not be on a motorcycle.

Last year two of my best friends died in
motorcycle accidents. The cause of death
was head injuries. | am from Ontario, but
presently working in Manitoba where
there is nohelmet law. [ raced motorcycles
for eight years and retired from racing in
the expert class in 1978. When | go riding
my motocross or street bike with my
friends and one of them doesn’t wear a
helmet, | remind them about it and they
usually go home and get one. I'm not too
crazy about picking up people and taking

them to the hospital with bashed-up |

brains.

I also feel that a rookie rider should not
be able tobuy a motorcycle larger than 500
cc for his first year of riding. Too many
young and inexperienced riders are buy-
ing 1.000 cc bikes.

Lewis Adams |

Leaf Rapids. Man.

' They don't force vaccine
Imets?

so why push he

An article in the March issue of
Maclean's magazine throws an interest-
ing light on the provincial governments’

attitudes concerning compulsory-use leg- |
islation versus basic [reedoms. Allow me |

to explain.

According to the article, the US.A.
now considers measles a serious enough
disease to warranl compulsory immuni-
zation. In Canada, where in 1980 there
were 10 limes as many reported cases of
measles per capita as there were in the
States, immunization remains solidly
voluntary.

The surprising point is why it remains
so. The following quote from the article
explains. While reading it try replacing
the world “immunization™ with “manda-
tory helmet use”,

*[The advice to establish a program of
compulsory immunization) is obviously
not well-heeded by the health ministries
in mos! of Canada’s 10 provinces, whose
spokesmen explain that immunization
mus! remain voluntary. they say.
because anything more is “coercive”,

person falls |

“compulsory” and a basic violation of
fundamental freedoms. Dr. Joseph Jones,
medical officer of health in Windsor,
Ont., says emphatically: "We would be
failing in our job, which is to educate the
public, if we had to force people to be
inoculated.”

Now, ain't that the height of
hypocrisy?

I am emphatically not against helmet
use. I've had enough riding experience to
know that anyone who rides helmetless
is riding essentially “headless.”

Ralph Mahler
Hornell Heights, Ont.

U.S. rider loves York
Wings and our beer

June 51 jumped on my trusty old Honda
and burned up 800kmof road toattendthe
York Wings® fifth annual Road Bike Olym-
pics in Barrie, Ont. | had thoroughly
enjoyable time and felt very welcome in
Canada. The bikers | met struck me as
knowledgeable about their equipment
and skilled in operation.

You can be sure | will head north again.
Love that 6.2 per cent beer.

Henry Wiebking
Ackermanville, Pa.

Clever frame weld helps
midget overcome size

I read with greatl interest your test on
the new KZ440 belt drive. The bike is a
superb handler and has loads of pep.

But! my husband was intrigued tolearn
he's married Lo a circus midget. (Anyone
¢lse is able to touch ground flat-footed.)
Thanks to imagination and a fine weld-
ing job, G&G Cycle of Lambeth. Ont.,
lowered the back shocks of the 4401 pur-
chased [rom them. They also low the
front forks 38 mm. Now. with my thick-
soled shoes, I'm able to tippy-toe the bike
and ride with confidence. I'm 147 cm and
weigh 44 kg | used to ride a Honda
Twinslar.

Dana Pastoor
Woodstock, Ont.

CondrdaBons am weloomed for Readers Write. It's your
et nof Cy e Canada #fonam for yeeropunions andideas
Wrte o The Editer Cyele Canmda, 206 Jarvia Stret Tora s,
Ok, MU 205 AL letters must by sigosd sod dow the
wrbers Pl addmen Anoaymans Siiee will sol b cosmn-
detwd for poblication Persosal replies are ool always
ol bl
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Foam belongs in your bubble bath

TEGHNIGS

Under certain conditions
your oil can foam and
COOK your engine

By R.M. Balangero

Foam isn’t limited to bubble baths and
washing machines. Lubricating oils can
turn into foam under certain conditions,
with consequent deleterious effects on
engine life.

Design of oil and of machinery can
both affect the tendency of oils to foam.
When engine designers sit down to create
an oiling system, one of the things they
must consider is how oil will react to
working in that system. Qil chemists, on
the other hand. try to creale a chemical
mix in the oil they sell that will resist
foaming.

Foam in mineral oils is a mixture of oil
and gas, usually air. It is caused by air
being churned into the oil by parts in
ra motion—gears, cranks or what-
ever. Bubbles of air are dragged into the
moving oil and are said to be entrained in
the lubricant.

The entrained air rises 1o the surface of
the oil, making bubbles on the surface
because the bubble walls are strong
enough and flexible enough that the force
exerted by the air in the bubble is insulfi-
cient to break them.

Unable to break away. the entrained
air sits on the surface, encapsulated in a
thin layer of oil. As more and more
entrained air rises to the surface, the
bubbles accumulate and a layer of foam
appears on the surface. This process can
go on until all the oil in the system
becomes a foam.

Motorcycles use small, high-speed
engines that severely agitate the oil in
their lubrication systems. This severe
agitation increases the amount of air
being mixed into the oil and increases the
foaming tendency of the lubricant.

If large quantities of foam are pro-
duced, the foam may be drawn into the
oil pump inlet and circulated through the
lubrication system. To fully appreciate
how serious this can be. you must
remember the purpose of the oil in the
engine.

The oil is there to keep moving metal
surfaces from touching. that is, to serve
as a slippery bearing surface. Whenever

The outhor is Technical Services
Mﬂmgcr for Burmah-Castrol Canode
Lid.
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contact occurs between two metal parts,
wear will occur unless the contact is lub-
ricated. It is the job of the oil 10 provide
such lubrication by coating the parts
with a {ilm that separates the surfaces,
thereby minimizing friction. wear and
scuffing. The lubricant must also dissi-
pate heat to ensure acceptable operating
temperatures within the engine.

Motorcycle engines not only severely
agitate their oil but put a great deal of
stress on their internal components.
Foam, a mixture of air and oil, is not as
good a lubricant as is oil alunniit cannot
support bearing loads and will not pro-
vide good cooling.

The basic cure for foaming is in engine
design. Care must be taken to ensure that
equipment will not act to churn air into
the oil. On the other side, the lubricating
oil chemist cannot stop foam formation,
but can prevent the accumulation of air
bubbles and can cause the bubbles that
form to break quickly. Anti-foam addi-
tives are used for this task.

Many different Lypes are available, but
the most common are types of silicone
polymers known as polysiloxanes. For
an anti-foam additive to be effective it
must be only marginally soluble in il
and must be very finely dispersed. The
particle size of the dispersed anti-foam
additive must be less than two microns
to ensure effectiveness and to ensure the
material will not plate out on metallic
surfaces or drop to the bottom of the
sump.

Anti-foam additives function by caus-
ing a change in the interfacial tension
between the air bubble and the surround.
ing oil. Molecules of the anti-foam com-
pound attach themselves to the air
bubbles in the foam, producing points of
weakness in the bubbles’ walls. The bub-
bles break up to combine with others to
form larger bubbles which rise more
readily to the surface, escape and break
up to release the entrapped air.

Anti-foam additives are a very small
part of the make-up of a motoreycle lubri-
cant but they are of prime importance.
The only way to be sure the lubricants
you use in your motorcycle are of suffi-
ciently high quality is to purchase the
lubricant from a company with years of
experience in the field of motorcycle
lubrication.

Balangero's article was prompied by
a letter from o reeder nomed Donald
Hewson, who hod discovered foaming
oil by experience with his own molor-
cycle. Here is a description of what
can happen if you use an oil without
proper anti-foaming qualities.

The gearbox on my 1976 Triumph Bon-
neville had undergone a change, an occa-
sional loss of precision and smartness of
shifting gear.

Stiffness was never present in the
morning after cooling overnight and it
only felt s1iff when the bike was com-
pletely warmed up.  assumed the oil was
thinning out too much at high tempera-
tures and changed from 90-weight to
140-weight gearbox oil, using the same
brand. All that accomplished was to
reduce the leakage around the gearbox
mainshaft seal; the intermittent stiff
shifting action remained.

Thinking about when the stiffness
showed up, I realized that it only hap-
pened after a fast highway trip of 30 km
or more. The gearbox was hot after that
time, but not much if any hotter than
after 10 km. From that | deduced that the
problem wasn't related to temperature
causing oil breakdown,

I finally discovered the problem during
an ofl change. | went for a 90 km ride to
ge! the oil good and hot lﬂrlw to draining.

ulled the plug and let the gearbox drain
or 15 minutes. The oil looked pretty
good., indicating reasonable wear.

Alter replacing the drain plug | pullea
the filler cap and found a gearbox full of
suds. The foam filled the entire gearbox,
but went away when oil was added 10
refill the box. Some research showed me
what had happened.

The oil | was using was foaming after
30 km or more of constant riding because
the gearbox was churning air into the oil
and after that distance enough of the oil
had turned into foam to affect lubrica-
tion. This is what caused the stiff shift-
ing. Adding a commerical antifoamant to
the existing oil made the bubbles vanish
instantly and removed the problem on
the highway.

Switching to a different brand of oil
scems to have cured the problem coms-
pletely. and | appear to have been lucky
enough to have caught it before serious
damage was done to the gearbox. DO
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Hotel lacked heat, toilets and floors

ON THE ROAD

Helmet ban in Colombian cities

for the safety of the public
rather than the rider

By Ken Graham

In the August edition of On The Road,
Ken Graham got his Vespa sofely from
Dewson Creck. B.C.. to Panama City and
was trying to gel his bike, his luggoge
end himself on the same plone to
Medellin, Colombia. He wes told it
would be no problem.

Now for reality. Three attemp!ts at this
failed. because with full flights they
wouldn't take the bike. The alternative
wis to send it by cargo plane. Some people
have managed to fly on the cargoplane for
an additional sum of $60 or so, but [ was
unsuccessful in my talk with the pilotand
took a jet two hours later. L had to retrieve
the bike at the aduane (customs), and it
took two days to show up there, much to
my worry.

| enlisted the aid of a person who
retrieves such articles for people. Twenty
stamps and six pages of paperwork later
he got his $6 fee. The cost of plane fares
worked out 1o about $200.

For safety—the safety of the public—
motorcyclists arent allowed to wear
helmets in the cities of Colombia. The
local Mafia has too many face-masked
motorcycling hit men. Still. I found people
exceptionally friendly, and was invited
to people’s homes three times.

Tuesday. Jan. 20, | passed across the
equator. Nearing the border to Peru on a
back road, 1 figured Imight have problems
when two tanks passed me going hell-
bent in the opposite direction. The next
morning | saw the military installing an
anti-aircraft gun at the local airport. By
this time | had heard there had been a
border incident and a soldier had been
killed. Oil had been found near the border.

The coast of Peru is desert. | drove
through 3,200 km of it down past Lima, the
capital, before turning inward at Nazca,
famous for huge pictograms carved into
the desert floor. In a few hours I went from
the tropic heat of the desert to the rain and
freezing cold of the high mountains.

The next day at about 4.000 metres
altitude it became impossible to go any
higher; the small carb jetting | needed was
missing. Thus | tried the local trucker’s
solution and changed my Champion N-5

Ken Graham is ¢ motorcycle dealer,
mechanic and metel fabricator living in
Dowson Creek, B.C.
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for a quarter-inch projected nose N-14Y.1
wis ntrsn%enlhwhml firstcrankedthe
engine over lest the piston meet up with
the spark plug. and drove a short distance
to check that it wasn't overheating. It
worked. and the plug took me as high as
5,000 metres and alsoworked at sea level.

I was able to stay at primitive bar/res-
taurants in the Andes for the price of
having a meal there. They lacked ameni-
ties such as heat, toilets and floors. In the
place without floors they provided
sheepskins to sleep on.

Here | suffered from high altitude sick-
ness, which felt like tightness in the chest
and sore eyes and a feeling that a steel
band was around my head.

Sleet made the road impassable for me
and | purchased a ride to Cuzco from a
passing truck. It was the rainy season,
and the mountain streams had chewed
away their banks, so we often had tostop
to rebuild the approaches to the fords.

When two vehicles met, the outside pas-
senger would watch out the window to
ensure there was a bit of clearance to the
cliff edge. Antonio and Julio were devout
Catholics and were forever kissing their
fingers and touching the two images of
saints hung in the cab.

One night in the rain we came upon a
line of trucks and buses held up by a rock
fall. As we waited, rocks began crashing
down again and the vehicles were hur-
riedly backed up the cliff road. Nextday a
Cat cleared the road and we continued on
to Cuzco, where Antonio and Julio
stopped to pray their thanks.

They make the trip six timesa month for
a $200 pay check. One has five children,
the other two. Once through this range of
mountains was enough for me.

Alter a side trip to the ruins of Machu
Picchu | headed for Bolivia via Lake Tit-
icaca, then decided to give Paraguay a
pass after reading my Handbook and
deciding | had neither the capacity to
carry a week's rations nora piranha-proof
suitin theevent of a fall. Theautoassocia-
tion map shows it as an improved road.

Instead | headed south through Potosi,
the world's highest city. | had to remove
the air cleaner to coax the Vespa around
the steep streets. While there | got an
ancient Vespa running again by cleaning
the carburetor: it belonged 1o a hotel
owner, who gave me accommodation.

Crossing into Argentina, | turned east,

preferring to take in the sights of Carnival
at Rio rather than struggle another 5,000
km to the tip of the continent. Though 1
was south of the Tropic of Capricorn it
was still jungle, withagreat assortment of
unusual birds and metre-high anthills in
the fields. The weather was against me
again, and I gota lift from a truck through
900 km of water-logged terrain.

The price of food was a problem in
Argentina—S$2 for an ice cream cone—
and oil at $3 a quart seemed high. too. |
reverted to camping and buying fruit and
bread from the grocery stores. | headed
toward Rio by travelling to the Iguacu
Falls, one the world's most spectacular,
then through Sao Paulo and north. In
Brazil the food is cheap—a steak dinner
cost $2—but gasohol was 86 cents a litre!
It isn't sold on weekends, either, which led
to a two-day stay in the backwoods vil-
lages among the friendliest of folks.

With its beaches, Rio de Janeiro was the
most beautiful city [ had yet visited. Also
the most likely in which to get ripped off
by officials. Here | found an ocean-front
place to stay forabout $2.75a day, thanks
to my by now well-worn South American
Handbeok. | stayed on through Carnival
and abandoned my bike to use the effi-
cient bus system,.

Deciding to fly out. I was told there was
no cheap flight, but found that Bolivian
Airlines had a $456 flight to Miami,
including a stop in Bolivia. [ had already
booked boat shipment to Vancouver for
my bike at $275, plus crating and storage
and trucking to the docks, which came to
$600. Air freight, uncrated and at my risk,
would have been about $330 to Miami.

Mind you, Brazil may be the ideal coun-
try in which to abandon a bike as they
don’t accept the international Carnet
there. They makeout theirowndocument,
but don’t mark it in your passport. The
bike can’t leave the country until it’s
proven you have lefl. backwards as that
seems.

I greatly enjoyed the trip through Cen-
tral and South America. | was often
invited in to a home, invariably to be
intreduced to a daughter. sister orcousin,
always chaperoned. It's a different world,
one of our past and also perhaps with
shades of our future.

What's for the future for me? Crossing
Australia with this same bike appeals to
me.. c
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TOURPAC RAIL

basic pewe $160.00

SADDLE BAG
RAIL

basic price $195.00
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pioce soctons that can be watallked on our
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Canadian Cycle Accessories
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(416) GEP-R014

Elegant.
Exciting.

Effective.

Honda's Silver Wing Intorstate st arsds
alorse The beauty and clegance of the integrated
fasning and tour pachage o irberiaate

The excieernert oomes from the amarng
Verwin GL0 motor. Water-cooded for quagt-
mess and bong hibe, the 0 @ cngine 2l paics &
wallop emvacd by muany bigger machanes Ard
doet it effortionly

The Interstase package and the smooth
power of the GL motor make the Salver Wing
the st effective way for you o sour. [t oom-
bines exocllens wearther protecton and uggage
capaciy with p.r-t-:l- sousing perormance and

great foel econceny. [1's the moar effectie way
for yiou 0 dpend your u-”.lJ"‘!- For eouring in the

Faghturs

Honda products are available at these fine dealers

BURNABY, B.C.

VANCOUVER, B.C.

ALLIED
MOTORCYCLE

Largest Honda dealersship in B.C
6360 Kingyway
Burnaby, BC VSE 1C8
(G0 454-0285

TREV DEELEY
MOTORCYCLES

{Honda Division)
1172 Kingsway
Vancouver BC V5V (8
(GO4) 8733366

CALGARY, ALTA.

PONOKA, ALTA.

BLACKFOOT
MOTORCYCLES

Your finest Honda dealer in Calgary
4200-6eh S¢. S E
Calgary, Alta T20 4E7
(403 243-2636

R. JOHANSEN
SALES LTD.

Complete sales, service, parts &
FI s b s
Bax 1184, (located 3 males
SE of Ponoka)
Poaokca, Alta. TOC 2HO
103) 7RA-5185

MOOSE JAW, SASK

CHATHAM, ONT.

Leisure Wheels of
Moose Jaw Ltd.

The best & friendlicst scovade in town
1325 Canbou 5S¢ W
Moose Jaw, Sk S6H 7R3
(306) 693-4140

A
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Ontario
Honda
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Toronto, One. M4L 102
(4103 461-0441
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NEW PRODUCTS

ELECTRONIC CRUISE CONTROL

AND VETTER SIDECAR
FOR TOURING

The long-awaited Vetter Terraplane |
sidecar is finally here. Builtof a fibreglass |
and Kevlar composite with a steel tube
frame. the 'I'l'rr.:]::.llu' features its own
brake. a rider-controlled lean angle
adjusting device. a lockable runk. light |

Loloma and Co. of Calgary introduces a
Western-siyled riding boot in black
leather with a non-skid VS120 oil-prool
sole. Called the Gold Stud touring bowot, it
is 11 inches high and comes in pull-en
stvlein the usual rongeof sizes Suggested
retail $79.95 |
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weight and
claimed
removed in minutes. Mounting kits avail-
able for many 1980-81 motorcyeles and a
few older units. Supgested list $3.695
frul;n.'"-!--rn.[l.e:!-: Markeling

S
the cor

opening canopy.
can b allached or

— m—= ——— o —

From Enterprises in California |
comes a gauge readout kit including inter- |
connected fork air caps, one with a filler
valve and one with a pressure gauge
:r-t:!m;.: in psi and kg'em? permanently |
altached. About $50: distributed by Di-
Jer. K. Bell Sales and Trans Can Imports.

MO

Its |

=

GSM says its Compensator is the first
“real” cruise control for molorcyeles. It's
an electronic computerized device that
monitors specd and adjusts the bike's
throttle according to road condilions,
unlike most units that r:‘.r_-:'ur-!g. clamp the
throttle in place. The unit is available for
selected BMW, Harleyv-Davidson. Honda,
Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha models:
retail price is $175 ULS, direct from the
manufacturer. GSM Motorevele Acces-
SOMCS. -

Dymags are generally acknowledged to
be the ultimate high-performance wheel
for lrack or sireet, and now they'reavaila-
ble through a Canadian distributor. Cast
of magnesium. the unigue three-spoke
wheels incorporale acushdriveinthe rear
and come complete with sprocket. What's
maore, says imporler Rocke! Motorcycles,
they actually fit without medification.
Available in a variety of sizes to it any-
thing from a TZ250 lo a superbike: $860a
pair for TZs and $1,010 for large street
Dikes and superbikes.



KneeCards are a revival of an old solu-
tion to an even older problem. Fairings

and windshields don't do much for the

knees, and experienced touring riders
know that next to fingers, knees get the
coldest fastest and get the worst of the
stones and bugs that attack you on the

road. Transparent KneeGards fix that
problem with minimal weight and a cos!
of 856
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PRODUGT TESTS

HELMETS FOR PROTECTION

AND SOFT SADDLEBAGS

FOR TOURING

New MX helmets
advance the art

Simpson’s Snell 75-approved model 50

off-road helmet is a common sight on the |

starting lines of molocross race events
across Canada [lor good reason.

The helmet is a top quality product
with a comfortable interior liner and o
brilliant exterior finish which proved
very resistant to chips and scratches

The fit was comfortable for EVEryone
who wore it. The feel in the ear and cheek
areas was especially good. Unlike much

of the competition, the Simpson model 50 |

has small bul effective pads which rest

against the cheeks and stop the loose feel-
| and is light and comfortable to wear,

ing which results when the helmet has
too much free play in the lower jaw area.

The chin-protecting part of the helmet
is cut hmhrr and thinner than on many
other helmets. This helps keep the
weight down. One rider who rode a
tough, tight 212 kilometre enduro with
the Simpson found that his neck was
caressed more than usual by branches
while in the tight sections, This was the
only drawback of the whole helmet

The peak is a sturdy five-snap allair
which can be tilted vertically for more or
less eye protection. The smoked peak
allows some visibility through it, so fast
seclions do not demand that the rider tilt
his head back at an unusual angle for
adequate forward vision.

Distributed by Aurora Cycle, P.O. Box
433, Aurora. Ont.. LAG 3L5, (416) 727-
6044. Sugpested retail, $159.95.

The Suzuki motocross helmet is made
by the Americancompany KRW and sold |
in Canada under the Suzuki brand name.
It is a full face model with the jaw plece
shaped differently from the more popu-
lar off-road helmets. It has strengthening |
curves and a large goggle opening.

One stafler who was in the market for
a helmet tried all the models 1ested as
well as the new Bell Moto 111 before set-
tling on the Suzuki-KRW. The finish
quality was not quite as high as the rest
but it is Snell 75-approved and fit this |
person better than the others.

In two enduroes and a 600 kilometre run
in four days, the Suzuki-KRW helmet has
had its share of crash testing. hot days |
and long hours of use. The stafler still
loves il

The nylon interior is easy to keep clean |
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Simpson Model 50 fits extremely well,

... .

and shows no Wedr or tear. The shell is
finished in a vellow epoxy-type paint
which resisls scratches and chips and
slill manages a shine when polished

The Suzuki-KRW helmet is comforta-
ble, fairly light and does not irritate the
rider after days of constant use. Availa-
ble at most Suzuki dealers for $149.95

The Arai RMX motocross helmet is
Snell 75-approved and features a nylon
lace guard retained with nylon bolis

The helmet is built to very high stand-
ards. The finish is impressive both inside
and out. The brushed nylon lining is soft
but durable and soaks up sweat on hot
days. The helmet is claimed to reduce
inlerior temperatures on hot days over
conventional helmets. It fits well and is
comiortable to wear.

The feature of the Arai that did not
endear itself to some who wore it was the
nylon lace guard. The guard was flexible
enough that one rider found that the top
edge of the guard came intodirect conlact
with his nose bridge with very little pres-
sure from the front. Lying face down on
carpel with the weight of the head on the
guard brought nose and guard in solid
contacl. A hard impact face down would
likely break that wearer's nose. He still
liked the fir.

The peak is a strong five snap plece
which se¢als against the helmet to elimi-
nate the need for duct taping. The helmet
has a nylon bolt in the shell at the top
which can be removed for drving of the
helme! inlerior after 1'..:»:'1::'.:,:-

The quality of the Arai RMX is top
nolch butl check on the nose-to-guard

e

Unusual lace guard ribbing is there h.'-.t

| stillen Suzuki-KRW helmet.

£ - Rl

. Nylon mouth guard on Arai RMX
- helmet hits riders with big noses.

clearance before you flind out the hard
way. Available from several Canadian
distributors and in many shops; price
from Nican Trading is $159.95.

Soft luggage is
the easy waytogo

Soll luggage is becoming popular
again. Aflter years of neglect while plas-
tic and fibreglass saddlebags and top

| cases were all the rage, consumers are

again realizing that cloth or leather bags
have their own advantages.

Cheap price is one thing: vou'd pay
several hundred dollars for most sets of
hard luggage and the attendant brack-

| etry. Convenience and adaptability are



another; you don't need brackets welded,
bolted or screwed to your bike. Just sling
the bags across the seat and go. You can
use one set of bags on several bikes and
they only have to be on when you want
them.

Questions that are usually asked
about soft bags are: will they stay in
place? Are they waterproof? Will they
foul shocks or melt on exhaust pipes?
Can they carry much gear? The answers,
if you have a good set like Skookum-

Pak’s, are yes, almost, very seldom and |

definitely yes.

Like Skookum-Pak's tank bag, the sad-
dlebags are made of Cordura nylon
which is strong. easily cleaned and fairly
water resistant. The bags have a heavy
material called ballistic nylon sewed on
the inside, facing the shock and wheel,
and have a layer of heavy leather over a
double layer of Cordura on the bottom.

‘The heavy nylon protects the bag from
chaling on moving parts, while the
leather takes the heat from the pipes if
indeed the bags ever touch. There's a
built-in nylon rain cover that we man-
aged to burn when we had it over the bag,
but aside from that everything worked.

There's good capacity, several internal
pockets and a slightly complicated but
effective system of clipping the bags
closed and to each other so they hang

across the seat. We found the straps a bit |

long and taped them down for fear they'd
foul the wheel. That worked fine except
that it made access tothe bags while they
were on the bike a bit dicey.

The straps are all nylon webbing and
the fasteners are the plastic Fastex buck-
les originally developed for mountain
climbers and backpackers. They should
be as durable as the Cordura. The enlire
assembly can be tossed in the washing
machine when it gets dirty.

The bags worked fine for us during a
week-long trip. They hold a lot of gear,
keep it reasonably dry il you forget to
pack your green plastic bags and don’t

gel in the way unless you're the wrong |

size and end up sitting on a cross-strap.
That bothers some more than others, bul
it's not a problem with everyone.

For about $210, it's practical luggage
for the touring rider who doesn’t want
fibreglass gear. Manufactured by Skoo-
kum-Pak Motorcycle Accessories lid.,
8790 Cartier St.. No. 102, Vancouver,
B.C.. VOP 4VZ, (004) 266-5956.

Skookum-Pak saddlebags hold a lot,
will have stilf plastic inserts in future.

——

Aerodynamics make
a helmet quieter
Made in Switzerland, the Kiwi is the

latest polycarbonate helmet to hit the
Canadian market. It's fairly conventional

in that it uses a moulded plastic shelland |

a type of brushed nylon to line the inte-
rior foam padding. but the shape is
unusual.

The manufacturer says that the shape |

was designed in a wind tunnel lo minim-
ize fatigue caused by wind buffeting and
noise. Another unique feature is the
recessed visor that locks into three posi-
tions: ratcheted visors are no longer new,

from others on the market.

The shape of the helmet is unusually
smooth, and the visor, recessed at the
bottom, is extremely thin. It's thin
enough that the non-recessed top sits
much tighter to the helmet than do most
others. which helps to smooth out the
airflow. The chin picce actually tucks
back in a bit, the back around the neck is
sharply cut up and inside the chin piece
there's a small, stiff piece of rubber that
extends to the rear, closing the air space
between the helmet and the user’s jaw.

Kiwi's smooth shape is intended o
reduce noise from air turbulence.

The Kiwi is comfortable to wear if you

. don't have a pointy nose or chin,

although i's a bit tight to take on and ofl.
‘The shell opening is smaller than usual,
no doubt also for acrodynamic reasons.

| The chin strap turned out to be a nui-

sance; it's much longer than necessary
and flaps around despite Velcro tabs and

| belt loops to retain the end. The Velcro

snagged bandanas and jackets as often
as the long strap for which it is intended.
The sliding bar buckle worked well,
although most of us find D-rings easier tn
uSe,

The helmet is quieter than mosl. no
question about it. However, some riders
found that the extremely rigid and brittle
faceshield rattled. especially behind a
fairing where there were cross drafts hit-
ting the helmet. Riding without a winds-
creen, the problem seldom arose.

The visor works without problem. The
locking system is a pinin the helmet shell
that engages recesses in the visor—
simple and effective. Opéening it is a one-
finger operation.

The helmet is light. At 1,330 grams it's
among the lightest we've tried. That defi-

| but the Kiwi system is a bit different | nitely adds to the comfort factor.

We'd recommend you try the Kiwi on
before buying. Riders with big noses or
extended jaws had interference prob-
lems; flatter-faced people had no trouble.
The helmet fits tight; okay for some, bad
for others. At $99.95 suggested retail, it's
right in the ballpark for a polycarbonate
helmet. It has DOT and CSA safety
approvals.

Distributed by Tonka Motorcycle
Sales Lid., Wholesale Division, 5771 23
Road, Richmond, B.C., V6X 209, (604)

| 273-5196. 0
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THE NEW WAVE
TOURING

Honda's new GL500 answers the
demands of the 1980s. Wil King

Midas smile on the offspring of
the most popular tourer of alf?
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' legance hits motorcycling. Witness
Honda's new Silver Wing Interstate
with its smooth shape, integrated

~ - ¥, design and assembly and impeccable
T e R E P e finiﬁ'l, Elegant indeed.

Sl Tt b el S A A The Silver Wing isn't just for looking,
SALTON W0 gz e I though, visual pleasure though it is
Pn s P AR LTI g o 3 (S - e ' f-’. Sl
A T S i atat ¥ The bike was designed as a lighter, more affordable
SR L by R and — perhaps — sportier alternative to thebig Gold
,;--:'l:-,;a‘-'-_";iﬁ',".;‘*.;*;: ) T o Wing that has won touring hearts since its intro-
! S R L :-fa;'-‘;.,_‘g;aj g ductionin 1975. Many of the same features are there:
AT P T T G the liquid-cooled engine and shaft drive for tourin
t.‘;‘,ﬁ._ Py T Ty o convenience, the plush suspension that eats up roa
f"-.;,C‘ii,‘f":'f:-'-.‘fj{.fr': PR a s ¥ ripples and the Interstate touring system that pack-
& 1."'*";":1,'\:11.;-"* i“:*.q‘;‘.i.‘._ ages and coddles the rider and passenger in the ulti- ¥
e T o D mate in touring comfort.
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advanced motorcycle, a fittingmachineto
woo the touring riders of the Eighties. The
bike itsell is unique. Starting with an
80-degree V-twin, Honda added liquid
cooling to a 9,700 rpm pushrod engine
using four valves per cylinder, stuck the
transmission under the engine and added
adrive shaft. The engineactsasastressed
member of the chassis.

Honda called the bike the CX500. Peo-
ple said it looked likea generatorenginein
a far, heavy chassis, but they bought it in
increasing numbers. For 1981 the chassis
was refined by the addition of a variation
on Honda's Pro-Link suspension, a
single-shock device that on Honda's dirt
racers has proved itself one of the best.

There is still a twin-shock versionof the
CX500, available only in custom cruiser
guise. Two variants of the monoshock
chassis are available, both known as
GL500 Silver Wings. One comes naked.
with a passenger seat and small top box
luggage container, while the Interstate is
delivered with Honda's custom-fitted
fairing, saddlebags created specially for
the bike, a passenger pillion seat and a
large top box.

This modular. build-your-own
approach to selling motorcycles is remin-
iscent of the automaotive industry, where
for years you've been able to buy a
stripper model and option it up to your
desired level of luxury. The Silver Wing is
the nearest thing yet in the motorcycling
world to that kind of selling: you can start
with the bare Silver Wing. add thetouring
gear shown in the photos and go even
further — a stereo and choice of gauges
can all be fitted into the fairing before it
leaves your dealer’s showroom, and
there’s a smaller, slimmer top box.

The Silver Wing is bulky for a 500. At
230 kg for our 1est bike with saddlebags,

illion seat and fairing the Interstate is

cavier than some new 750s. It's not hard
to manage at low speed. thanks to the low
scat height and fairly low centre of grav-
ity — the engine and related components
have been lowered 30 mm this year com-
pared to last year's CX500 — but you're
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always conscious of the weight. Pushing
or pulling the bike in a parking lot makes
it even more obvious that despite the 500
cc displacement the Silver Wing is a big
motorcycle.

The open road is the Silver Wing's
intended home, so we tested it there. We
sent two staflers with the Honda and
another 500 c¢ V-twin — the Moto Guzzi
tested elsewhere in this issue — on a
week-long trip. Often it takes a few days
on a bike to find faults and virtues that
aren’t obvious at first glance or while rid-
ing on short hops around town. This
proved to be the case with the Honda

Before leaving, the top box/rider back
rest was replaced with the pillion saddle.
The box is large: at 28.5 litres capacity it
will easily hold a full-face helmet. It's
rated at nine kg maximum load. It has a
small hatch at the top for loading small
items. and the entire top half of the box
pivols lor loading larger ones.

It's useful around town, but we think
that on a trip a soft bag bungied onto the
seat provides more flexibility. You can
often stulf one more thing into a sofl bag
that just won't fit in a rigid container. By
using the pillion saddle we could use a
soft bag. and we also decided to run two
days with a passenger. With the box fit-
ted, the Honda is a one-person vehicle.

The box is convenient and puts luggage
weight forward, where you want it. It

attaches by means of two spring-loaded
clips that are retained by the same latches
that hold the back of the saddlebags. It's
an easy system to use. Removing the box
and inserting the saddle takes only a
minule.

The box has a padded rest that long-
armed riders may be able 1o use as a
backrest, but most people found it wastoo
far back to be of much use.

The first day out on the trip involved
about six hours over a combination of
smooth four-lane and two-lane back
roads. Sitting behind the windscreen,
lulled by the smooth ride, it's easy to con-
vince yourself you're in a Buick Electra.
The ride can best be described as Ameri-
can luxo-sedan mush, and unfortunately
getting onto the two-laners showed that
the sensation extended to the handling.

Suspension is air-assisted at both ends.
The [ront fork has the usual springs and
oil damping with 1110 17 psiassist allow-
able. The rear Pro-Link shock uses air
springing that can vary from zero to 70
psi. We started with 17 up front and 40 in
the rear, and found that the ultra-smooth
ride is delivered at the penaltyofallowing
the bike to roam around too easily on its
suspension.

Handling is not bad in smooth
constant-radius corners, but hit a bump
and the chassis starts 10 move up and
down. There is little damping at either
end, with the result that the Silver Wing
starts to resemble a silver rocking horse
whenever you hit the brakes hard or
encounter a bump in a corner. The up and
down motion of the mass of the bikeloads
and unloads the tires., making traction
uncertain if you're going fast.

Braking while leaned over is also a no-
no. Fork tube diameteris 35 mm, twomore
than the CX's, but the tubes feel as though
they want to twist if the brakes are used
when the bike is anything but straight up
and down.

Mixed feelings at theend of day one led
to the riding team semi-affectionately
christening the bike The Piglet, in honor

Luggage locks closed and locks onto the bike. Ignition key

opens all locks. Box and passenger seat interchange.
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of its comfortable, mushy ride and uncer-
tain cornering behavior. No question,
between the Guza and the Honda the
Silver Wing was the chuice when therider
was tired or when the road was less than
demanding.

The seat is soft and seems like luxury
itsell when you first use it. After a couple
of hours, however, you find iU's 100 sofl.
The foam collapses considerably, and the
rider is pinned by that and by the slight
bucket shape into one position. Not being
able to shift around hurts aflter a while.
Adding to the problem are footpegs that
are a bit too far forward for shorter riders.
and a bar that comes too far back and is
too low for most. It adds up to a slightly-
leaned-back position that concentrates
weight on the base of the spine.

Taller riders don’t complain.

The second dav out we added more air
to the suspension before heading into the
New Hampshire mountains. We pumped
the front up 1o 25 psi — well over the
recommended maximum but short of the
danger level — and the rear to 60, and
found the bike considerably happier on
rough or tight roads,

Adding air does nothing for the lack of
damping. which is the primary problem,
but it does slow and stiffen suspension
movement as more travel is used up. This
has the elfect of limiting the amount of
bounce the bike generates, without com-
promising the solt action of the initial
suspension movement. Both riders found
the bike much better this way, although
one wanted to add abit moreairat therear
and the other thought that dropping to
about 50 psi would be better. It was left al
60in the interest of compromise.

Adding to the ride comfort is one of the
best fairings available. The Interstate
shield doesn’t have much luggage space
but splits the air as well as any other unit
weve tried. There's some live air around
the shoulders and outside of the arms, but
for protection and relief from wind noise
it's as good as any.

Unfortunately, the excellen! wind
noise reduction allows vou to hear the
how! from the engine. At 100 kevvh the
Vtwin is spinning at more than 5,500
rpm; at 125 about 7,000. It makes a lot of
noise, and furthermore is starting to buzz
by that rpm level. There's a tingle that
puts the throttle hand to sleep after two
hours or so, and some shaking can be felt
in the pegs.

We can't imagine any reason in the
world for a motor ostensibly designed for
louring to spin sofast. There'slittle power
below 6,000 or so. but the riders con-
stantly found themselves even in town
shifting up to the highest gear the engine
would tolerate in order to reduce the
noise. The objectionable sounds come
from the intake, which has a rather nasal
honk toit, and from the busy clattering of
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the high-revving engine.

On the plus side, at 100 km h theengine
is starting into its powerband, so you find
that highway riding calls for a minimum
number of downshifts unless, for exam-
ple, you wish to pass in a short distance.
We'd feel better about the engine if it was
reluned to deliver some low end and mid-
range power and the transmission
regeared accordingly. Engines that spin
9,700 rpm and need toturn nearly that fast
to make their power just aren’t ideal for
touring. in our opinion.

The fourth day of the test found the

bikes on some fasi, twisting mountain
roads. The good points of the brakes
showed up here. Despite the odd sensa-
tions they create whenused while the bike
is leaned over, the front discs are
extremely strong. with agood progressive
feel at the lever as more brake is applied.
The calipers are the same dual-piston
units fitted to larger Hondas, and they
work just as well.

We noticed a lot of squealing at low
speeds, but when the brakes warmed up
the noise went away. A short, sharp jabat
the brakes would quiet them down for a
while, but around town we found the
noise a conslan! aggravatioin.

The Honda's size showed itself in the
fast, twisty sections. One rider com-
plained after a run of about an hour that
his back was sore from the effort of haul-
ing the Honda back and forth. Part of that
is the fault of the handlebar. An upright
seating position is correct behind a fair-
ing. but this bar goes a bit too far and
reduces leverage.

Running along a straight road the next
day showed one problem with the excel-
lent {airing. It was sunny and hot, and the
still air pocket got uncomfortably warm.
There are vents in the fairing body near
the front of the gas tank, one to each side,
that look much like those incars. Louvres
open and close the vents and also direct
the air where you want it.

Air is picked up from above the Iront
fender and passes through a screen thal
filters oul stones and June bugs before
getting to the louvres. Unfortunately it
seems to get lost after that, and there is
little detectable air movement whether
the vents are open or closed.

What youcan feel is the hot air from the
radiator. It doesn’t get unpleasantly hot
by itself, but it’s certainly warmand con-
tributes to a further temperature rise on
warm days. On the other hand, if it's cold
and damp the warmth is welcome.

The vents would be more useful if they
were placed higher. but it's not possible
because of the adjustable windshield. The
screen can be moved up or downabout six
cm by slackening the screws holding it to
the fairing body. Mos! riders found even
the lowest position too tall, so that they
had to look through the screen rather than
over it. That's annoying enough ona good
day when you don’t want to see the world
through a layer of plexiglass; on a rainy
day. at night or even worse on a rainy
night, it's downright dangerous, as water
droplets interfere with vision.

A couple of centimetres less height
would allow most riders to look over the
top. There isn't any more helmet buffeting
and it makes riding in adverse conditions
much safer. Owners can of course trim
their own shield to fit, but we think the
windscreen is simply too tall as it comes,
which removes some of the advantage of
having the adjustability built in.

In Maine wediscovered that the Honda
likes to follow tracks in the road. Cracks



in the pavement or metlal mesh bridges
seem to grab the front tireand trytohang
ontoil. It makes forabitof frontendshake
from lime to time, but the GL never lelt it
was going loge! out of control. It's merely
something to be ready for and to get used
L.

The sixth day of the trip found the
riders appreciating the light control effort
of the Honda more and more. Theclutchis
a one-{finger operation and throttle spring
pressure seems equally light. There's
good feel in both controls; it's just that
little muscle is required. The turn signal
switchis large and easy touse, withalane
change f[eature that starts the signal
belore the detent is engaged and releases
it when pressure is off. It's like having
automatlic and manual signals on the
same switch.

The instruments are readable and well-
lit. Some riders were surprised that there
was no fuel gauge, but with a range of
more than 360 km and a 50-km reserve it's
not likely many people will be going non-
stop long enough to run out of fuel. The
lighting on the warning lightsisalittletoo
bright; the neutral light and flashers can
be annoying late at night. The instru-
ments themselves are excellent, with
green kilometre and red mile scales
almost glowing on the speedometer.

The other lighting on the bike isequally
impressive. The headlight is a 60/55 watl
quarlz-halogen unit that throws a bril-
liant, long-reaching beam. Itis adjustable
for angle from the riding position by
means of a knob in the fairing behind the
instrument cluster. The taillight is large
and extremely bright, unmistakeable
from the rear.,

Up front again, the signal lights built
into the smooth corners of the fairing do
double duty as large orange running
lights. The signals both front and rear are
easily visible even in the brightest
sunshine.

Seven days into the trip, the riders had
discovered what the Honda liked best in
iwo-lane roads. Gently curving along the
coas! and through small towns, Rte 1in
Maine encourages 90 km/h riding, as you
sit back enjoying the scenery. Rolling
through little towns in fourth gear and
leaning into predictable corners, the
Honda is a treal as il babies its rider
through the countryside.

Only the too-soll seal and pullback bar
interfere as after a couple of hours the
rider starts squirming. At a rest stop. an
nlerested CX500 owner came up Lo talk
ibout trading up to the Interstate version.
He ended up loving it, bul was worried
ibout the price. He ligured he could get a
new CX and equip it with a good after-
markel set of saddlebags and a [airing for
much less than the cost of the Interstate.
True enough, but he'd miss out on the
perfect fit, color match and attention to
detail the factory version has. How much
that's worth is a decision each buyer will
have to make for himsell.
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The test took a two-day break I'n" the
racing at the Loudon AMA national race
The soft bag and all the dirty clothes were
sent home in a (riend’s car — now thaot's
luxury touring — and a passenger was
picked up for the two-day ride home. One
saddlebag was allowed per person and a
tank bag held rain gear and extra gloves.

The bags are surprisingly roomy. They
don't look large when they're on the bike,
but in fact hold 24.5 litres of whateveryou
can stuff in. In this case, that mean! three
changes of clothes and someextrashoesin
each bag. plus miscellany such asshaving
kits, an electric curling iron (), souvenirs
from hither and yon, tour booksand maps

The cases are convenient touse, Theyre
side-loading whenon the bike, and detach
quic kly. You need the key to open the rear
spring-loaded latch — it uses the ignition
key,asdoall locks onthebikeand luggage
— and the front detaches with a pushbut-
ton clip that looks for all the world as
though it came off a Honda Accord seat
belt. It's a matlerof 10 seconds toinstallor
remove them. There's a decent overlap
with a groove and rubber sealing strip to

=SSR

keep out water. It works pretty well, but
the wise tourer will still use tried and true
plastic bags to keep his clothes dry.

Packing is made easier because the
bags will lie flat when opened of{ the bike
and have elastic straps to hold things in
nlace. A detachable interior hinged metal
arm prevents the bags from opening more
than 90 degrees when mounted on the
bike

Riding two-up in the mounlains was a
surprise. Other than needing downshifts
more often to pass. the Silver Wing was
practically unaffected by the extra
weight of the p:]h-m rider. Because the
seals for nider and passenger areseparale,
there's no crowding together. For the
rider. having the passenger aboard made
no difference to comfort. For the jras-
senger, the roomy seal, well-located foot-
pegs and leatherette-covered grab rail
[shades of the Buick's landau roof?) made
The Piglet as comfortable a ride as any
other bike she'd ridden pillion on.

Rain hit the second-last day out, com-
ing across the Kancamagus Pass in New
Hampshire's White Mountains. Il came
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down hard {or several hours with heavy
winds blowing a storm {ron! through, and
the Silver Wing handled itadmirably. The
one extremely sore point was the too-tall
windshield. which rendered visibility
treacherous at times.

The Bridgestone Mag Mopus lires
stuck well at moderate speeds in damp
and wel conditions and handled braking
without distress. Where the bike was
[ F'ir'.lll.':d: Was 1n s resisiance 1o :l:r'
vicious sidewinds and heavy gusis that
accompanied the storm

Nol only did the tires maintaintraction

§

but behind the fairing the rider was

hardly aware of the wind. It didn't push
the bike off its line and didn’t disturb the

i Wi -
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Meanwhile, the passenger was literally

hanging on lor fear of being blown off the
bike. The Silver Wing gels an A-plus lor
STaINtyY

Fuel consumplion was excellent during
the entire trip. Including the heavy winds,
packing double [ast mountain riding and
|” !!‘.r hike (!1 :L'l.ll:l'ﬂ an impressive il K2 |
km/L. or 59 mpg. That was slightly betler
than even the Guzzi go!l. with its milder
engine. longer gearing and 42 kg less
weight

Longevity is something that's hard to
but CAS00s have had a pretly

k
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accessible, all the electrics are behind the
side panels and the fuse box is up fromt
near the ignition key and choke.

On the other hand, the battery and
shock absorber are well and truly buried,
and changing the front fork oil would be a
I'll:.:]'ﬂ Iare. H hmlwthlr'.j.: Ill-ljrirh-l;'r;wm'd,
servicing the engine is likely to be time-
consuming and expensive. For minimal
routine maintenance, however, the bike is
about average.

As a first crack at the middleweight
touring market, the Silver Wing isn't bad
We aren’t impressed with the attempt to
create a solo bike, modular interchangea-
bility or not, since even two-up the Silver
Wing is roomy and comiortable. Thereare
a number of things we'd like to see that

would enhance the Wing's appeal: a con-
centrated weight reduction course; beller
damping control, or adjustability so the
rider could choose what he liked: an

engine more amenable to slogging out dis-

tance at low revs and with good torque
and a gearbox to match it; a lower wind-
screen on the fairing; a better saddle and
a slightly revised seating position.

You'd just about have it, then. As it is,
the Silver Wing Interstate looks good and
has an unsurpassed collection of accesso-
ries that don’t look like accessories but
like part of the bike. It also has perhaps
the smoothest ride in motorcycling and
sufficient performance to cope with most
road and traflic conditions.

Take that base, stir in the improve-
ments. and the Wing will be one excellent
litle touring bike. As it is, for the price of
$4.699 we think it's in the close-but-no-
cigar category. .

Silver Wing
Interstate

IGNITION TYPE .....
GENERATOR CAPACITY ..

SPECIFICATIONS
Honda GL500

.. Transistorized breakerless
252 walls at 5,000 rpm

MODEL .. 1981 Honda GL500 Silver Wing Interstate SPECIFICOUTPUT ....... A N.A.
TESTDISTANCE ... -cccarccanasninnss 4.235km PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE .......... 16.8 m/sec
PRIGE 5. o oo i an s isans e sssessnssss -sa. 94,699 at 9,700 rpm
RPMATI00KM/H .....cciccvavsnsvnssns B ¥
ENGINE MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS .. (1) 59.6, (2) 88.1,
TR PR o snes etsmnn Four -stroke 80-degree V-twin, four (3) 115.1, (4) 141.9, [5) 175.1 km/h
valves per cylinder, actuated by pushrods
DISPLACEMENT .....ccccesnerssnssamnnss 497 cc FUEL
BOREANDSTROKE .....cocvevveunss 78x52mm CAPACITY ..... rnennsasass 17.6litres total
COMPRESSIONRATIO ....cocvvavennnnannns 10:1 RESERVECA PACITY 5 s e s o . 2.5 litres
HORSEPOWER .......ccocvvviavess crssnares NA. CONSUMPTION ....... 20.9 kmvL (4. ?E L*' 100 km)
e e e e ST N.A. RANGE: ..isssssinanne Total 368 km, reserve 52 km
CARBURETION ....... Two Keihin CV 34 mm with
acceleratorpump CHASSIS
STARTERS . o s s aa s wasnns .==+2.. Electriconly WHEELBASE...... e e e 3 o b e S TIN
OILCAPACITY .o sineavsans 2.5 litres, wet sump RAKE/MTRAIL ................ 28 dcgmet*l 17 mm
SUSPENSION ....... Telescopic front fork with air
ELECTRICAL assist, 35 mm fork tubesand 150mmtravel;

BATTERY CAPACITY ..... 12volts, 14 amp-hours BRAKES ............... Double front discs 245 mm
HEADLIGHT o e avan ina's wnasens 60/55 watlls diameter, single leading shoe rear drum
TIRES . cinesaas Bridgestone Mag Mopus tubeless,

TRANSMISSION 3.50519 L303 front and 130/90-16 5714 rear
TYPE ........ Five-speed constant-mesh, wet clutch DRY WEIGHT ........cocvviiiiianinnnn 230kg
PRIMARYDRIVE ..coovvvviecnnnnnas Gear, 2.242:1 LOADCAPACITY ....cconcenaunss o vaednnt 11 KG
INTERNALRATIOS ...........[1)2.733,(2)1.850, HANDLEBARWIDTH ......cccccicaunrns 730 mm
(3) 1.416, (4) 1.148. (5) 0.931 SEAT HEIGHT ......... 740 mm (with 61 kg rider)

FINALDRIVE ...... verssssensensss Shaft,3.091:1 GROUNDCLEARANCE ..
CALCULATED DATA TR e W
WEIGHT/POWERRATIO .......ccevennne.. N.A. . fomabain

rear swingarm with single air-assisted
Pro-Link spring/damper and 120mm travel

160 mm (wth 61 kg rider)

15 Midaar Ave., SCarborough Ont . MI1B IKL
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something special
‘r/" '\aahnul a motorcycle

‘ IL. named afler an idea
rather than some long-dead person, place
or thing. Particularly when the idea is a
lofly one. Triumph. Perhaps only Match-
less comes close.

Al least among the holy names of
motorcycling. Triumph still remains. It's
still possible, even in this day of kinetic
consumerbikes. to track down and buy
your very own brand-new, factory-fresh
Triumph Bonneville. You cant say that
for Matchless, Norton or Indian.

But it might not be easy. In response to
low demand, so isproduction. Thenagain,
Triumph has had a hard life over the last

The cloan 1970 Bonneville

of Peter Kuxyk oxomplifies
Triumph's dassic lines.

TRIUMPH NAME
SAYS IT ALL

More than just a British motorcycle, Triumph
is a name which hos become almost o legend.

i\'\‘ ﬁ'l'numph_ There is |

decade or so. First it was forced into
unholy matrimony with BSA, then
merged with Norton. Finally, after an

extended and unpleasant labor dispute, |
| dling is always cited by Triumph fans. So

Triumph emerged as a co-operalive com-
pany of workers determined to keep the
name, the traditional Bonnie and their
jobs alive. Her Majesty's government
walched over it with great care and an
open wallet

Other British brands collapsed into
limbo, but Triumph continues. The twin-
cylinder Bonneville, now a 750, finds a
nmd}.‘n!l.!ﬁu'l,11!hu::‘:}ul:n!hrt:.ﬁ..1:"..4!\*..11}1
police in the Middle East. Innovations are

being tested — an eight-valve head based |

on the Weslake conversion of adecadeago

faltered at Dayvtona this vear, then placed |

| second in its class at Talledega; electric

starting now is available; and an anti-
vibration engine mount is being
developed.

Triumph was never a purist’'s bike,

| although today's limited availability is
| giving it the air of exclusivity that purists
! appreciate. In Trimph's heyday. the mid-

1960s. the many examples of the brand

| were as likely to be chopped as standard.

Al that time, Norton had the name for
perfection in handling. Today, Ducati has
the name, challenged by several fast-
improving Japanese marques. Yet han-

is the mystique, the legend, the history
extending back nearly 100 years.




L

While the Triumph name has graced the
tanks of single-cylinder 200 c¢ Cubs and
250 cc Trophies, and three-cylinder 750 cc
Tridents. it is the classic twin which most

| exemplifies the marque. As a 500 cc Day-

tona, Tiger. Trophy. Jack Pine, Speed
Twin or Adventurer, a 650 cc Tiger,
Trophy or Bonneville, ora 750 cc Tiger or
Bonneville, it has the look, the sound and
the feel which make one of the boldest
statements of "motorcycle” ever rendered.

And that is doubtless why the Triumph
name, founded in 1885, survives today.
The lessons of the past are incorporated

| into developments of the present. The

future, while never assured, holds prom-
ise. May the name conlinue,

We asked Trumph owners 10 el us whot
they find oppedling ond infuriating cbout
ther bkes. They responded with wide-
ronging comments 0bout handing,
vibrosion, looks, Lucos, ol leaks ond port
supples. Most olso mentioned quoity,
history, personglity or other intlangbles best
induded under the topic of mysique.

In keeping with the lor grecter populority
of Trumph twing, these bkes formed the
boss of reader comment.

Let them tel you what 8 specal cbout o
Triumph.

Mystique and personality
make it a bike to love

I get this feeling from mostevery British
motorbike I've ever sat on. [ think that the
people who make these motorcycles are
more involved mentally and physically
with every aspect of the machine's con-
struction, and they seemtobeable to work
some of their own character into their
bikes.

W. Draper, 2 Tiger 650s

For some, motorcycling is, and should
be, basic. One person, one machine, the
open road. Eliminate the unnecessary.
You start it = not an electric motor. You
monitor it, not an electronic dashboard.
No gimmicks, no snake's nest of pipesand
plumbing.

R. Wallace, London Ont.. 1973 Tiger 650

It has personality; the kind of bike you
can get to know and love.

Raymond Normandeau, Winnipeg

1976 Bonneville 750

A person who rides a Trumph does so
because it is a "gut feeling™. I'm not a speed
freak and a bike that can do the quarter-
mile in 12 seconds does not turn me on. |
like riding but I also like to see what's

around me at the same lime.
Dirwin Foster, Regina, 1974 Bonneville

Why do I ride a Triumph? I think a good
part of the reason is the character of the
bike. It's a character that's been building
for many years, long before the Hondells
told us that “first gear is all right”.

R. Harris, Oakville, Ont.
1968 Daytona 500

Another great thing about Triumphs is
the owners. Most motorcycle owners are
friendly and always willing to help out.
Triumph owners are that and more. Most
are a wealth of valuable know 1

Paul Rostic, Hamilton, 1977 Tiger 750

Although | never owned a motorcycle
during my teen-age years (due to opposi-
tion from my parents)  nevertheless man-
aged to ride them quite a lot, either
through friends or working for motorcy-
cle dealers in the summers. Of the bikes I
rode, which included Norton, A|S, Husq-
varna, Puch and many others, the Tri-

umph was my favorite because of its

superb handling and excellent accelera-
tion.
As one can conclude, the reason why L,

at the age of 46, bought a Triumph repres-

ents the 1uIIiIm:nlu?h boyhood ambition.
Bengt Sormon, Toronto
1971-73 Bonneville 650

'I'rh-ph also give good

value for money spent
It gets 60 mpg.

Raymond Normandeau

It has a very wide power band, will pull
from low revs like you wouldn't believe, is
casy to start once you have taken the
trouble to learn how, and delivers over 55
mpg.

Paul Rostic

A Triumph can be a very efficient and
economical friend as well as a good means
of transportation. And where else can
you buy a hand-made motorcycle for the

same price?
W. Draper

On a relative scale, they still give great
performance value. Can't handle Laverda
or Ducati payments? Well, a good used
Turnip can give you a taste of good han-
dling performance.

R. Wallace

I average 60-70 mpg. How many
genuine 100 mph bikes beat this toda
R.W

I had my eyes on Harleys but the prices
were a little out of my line at the time.
Darwin Foster

My husband and | rode our Tiger 6500n
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a 6,500 mile tour through the U.S. in 1978.
We also did a trip in the summer of 1976
from Ottawa to Newfoundland and back.
During both trips she performed beauti-
fully. With two up and fully loaded she
averaged about 75 mpg, with a maximum
of 80 mpg obtained when riding across
lowa.

We paid $500 for our bike in 1975 and
have probably put in another 5600 in
parts. Not much really when youconsider
we've put on about 40,000 enjoyable miles
in that six years.

Lois Butler, Vancouver, 1970 Tiger 650

Lightness and simplicity
are eternal virtues

With all the new, complicated machin-
ery on the road today, the simplicity and
good looks of the Triumphs make good
sense Lo me.

Henry Telpuk

Today's bikes are far too heavy. too
powerful and the sound they produce
(what | refer 1o as a mosquito attack) is
disgusting for bikes. Triumphs [and Nor-
tons) have a beautiful, low-pitched rum-
bling sound such as should come from a
motorbike.

Lois Butler

My Daytona attracts attention no mat-
ter where | park it, evenbesideacollection
of Japanese bikes.

R. Harris

The paint, chrome and welds are all
first-rate, nol to mention the hand-
painted striping.

] Thibeault

| find the Triumph to be one of the
best-looking big bikes around. No unne-
cessary flashy chrome, no cylindersstick-
ing out the sides for the world's shins to
bang on. Just a clean line and a narrow
package.

The engine itself is of simple design —
no tricky chain-driven overhead cams, no
fancy electric starter, just a basic pushrod
engine that must be brought to life by
tickling the Amal carbs and while holding
the throltle just so, kicking down on the
kickstarter with all one’s might. It is a
pleasurable and rewarding experience
just to get the bike started.

Rick Guinan

| bought a Triumph Bonneville 750 new
in 1976. | had owned a Japanese multi
prior to this but | was attracted to the
Triumph's simplicity. light weight and
classic styling. I've toured with it (with a
full fairing), and | even tried chopping it

I've heard the saying that Triumphs leak oil
out of everything but the headlight.

but I've since returned il to its original
condition because that's the way 1 like it
besl.

Raymond Normandeau

A basic design. so sophisticated tools
are unnecessary, and all is rider-
serviceable. Theapparently primitivefea-
tures respond well to owner maintenance.

R. Wallace

Twins take far fewer parts to rebuild
than fours and most repairs can be done
by the owner,

Paul Rostic

Performance is still
no laughing matter

Youguys. | hear you laughing out there.
But performance is a good point. I still feel
a good Triumph can give a respectable
account of itself on all but the straightest
of highways. Ask Jon Minnono for his
apinion,

R. Wallace

The engine torque and the wide, tracta-
ble powerband combined with the light
weight (less than 400 |b) makes them a
pleasure.

I'm presently building my Bonnie motor
for more performance and a better power
to weight ratio. Some of the modifications
include a Routt 825 ce big-bore kit, Mega
Cycle cams (mild grind), 34 mm Mikuni
carbs. ported head. valve spring kit. alloy
pushrods, valve collars, etc., and a prim-
ary belt drive [Jammer Cycle makes them
for Triumphs). The bike should be a good
performer when I'm finished (I hope).

Henry Telpuk

The engine generates a sulficient
amount of power to produce a good speed
riding either one-up or two-up. By slightly
modifying my 1970, | was able to lift the
front end inallfour gears by simply crank-
ing on the throttle.

Rick Guinan

The Triumph twin of the late '70s up to
the present is the equal of most new Japa-
nese bikes. It is the size and weight of most
400 cc bikes, has very good handling [with
decent tires) and good brakes.

Paul Rostic

Triumph handling lives up
to all that’s claimed

The bike has a good frame geomelry.
When you lay it over in a curve you are
confident the bike will carry you through
in the best of lashion. | remember riding
various Hondas where the head angle was

so minimal | felt as if | was constantly

going over the handlebars. The Triumph's

handling is neither twitchy nor slow. but a

balance of both that can be quite comfort-
ing on a winding road.

Rick Guinan, Brampton, Ont.

1969 Bonneville 650

In my opinion there isnt a nicer han-
dling bike on the road. We can rely on our
Triumph to manceuvreout of atight situa-
tion without dumping and when doing a
short putt around the countryside those
winding corners can be truly enjoyedona
Triumph.

Lois Butler

There are plenty of new 500s that can
walk away from mine on a straight flat
road, but going through the twisties there
are few that can keep up. The handling is
superb.

R. Harris

The suspension is stiff, but it does work

well in high-speed cornering.
]. Thibeault, Fort Saskatchewan, Alta.
1977 Bonneville 750

After | easily passed a Kawasaki Z-1
900 in a tight corner one afternoon the
rider said to me: "Handles pretty good for
an old bike..” My green and white Tiger
was newer than his bike!

Paul Rostic

The Triumph handling? Everything
they say it is. With the additionof K81sto
rcp].lm the K70 tires. the handling is
improved even more.

Henry Telpuk. Thunder Bay, Oni.
1976 Bonneville 750, 1968 Trophy 650

Maintenance a matter of
owner's time versus money

It is true that Triumphs require more
maintenance than today's modern
machines, but Triumphs are simply
designed and are easy to work on. That
simplicity makes all the difference when
it comes to working on the engine. My
husband has todoregular (and sometimes
extensive] repairs on our bike. However.
he really enjoys fiddling with her.

Lois Butler

The first year was sort of a bitch
because since | was new to the scoot | had
to learn how to tinker. Believe me. I did a
lot of swearing. cursing and crying. But |
figured | was green and this wasanadjust-
ment period for me.

Triumph riders take pride in keeping
their carbs tuned. things adjusted at regu-
lar intervals. If you can put up with rou-
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tine maintenance, then a Triumph is a
dependable machine.

Darwin Foster

It's not the kind of bike I'd choose to go
across the country. Not because of lack of
comflort or because | dont think it would
make it, but simply because of the lack of
good Triumph mechanics. On a long trip
it's just too risky. [Hey buddy. you know
your gear shift is on the wrong side?)

R. Harris

The techno-bikes need little or no rider
maintenance but a sizeable maintenance
budget. Triumphs demand little money
for upkeep but near-total time and atten-
tion. I find lately that | have more time to
spend than money.

R. Wallace

Finding parts easy if
you know where to look

Obtaining parts for my bikes is no real
problem unless I'm looking for special
high-performance parts. Then it is just a
matter of waiting for the postman. There
are many parts available from [riends in
town and if they can’t help me out, | can
refer to various catalogues that | have
collected.

Henry Telpuk

I've never had any problems with parts
because I've never had to do any major
repairs.

Raymond Normandeau

The design has been around so long
there is no shortage of new or used parts.
Aside from the local scene, there aremany
mail-order sources.

R. Wallace

In my area, there has never been a prob-
lem with parts. There is even a good
supply of early-60s parts.

|- Thibeault

We have an excellent Triumph shop in
town and if he can’t get the parts there are
places all over that specialize in obsolete
and after market parts.

Darwin Foster

Triumph owners can get virtually any
part they need without any problem once
they know where to get them. Unlike the
Hondas and Yamahas | have heard of
having to wait weeks for parts, Triumph
paris can be gotten fairly quickly.

Paul Rostic

There are quite a few sources, such as:
— Recycled Cycles in Waterdown, Ont.
Steve runs the place and has a good stock
of used Triumph parts in good condition.
He is also very knowledgeable when it
comes lo speciflic engine parls. Telephone
(416) 689-8521.

If Henry David Thoreau were clive today
he would probably ride a Triumph.

— lan Kennedy in London. I've ordered
quite a few parts from them and I've yet to
have a problem. They are especially good
with stocking seals and gaskets, but any
Triumph part can be had through them.
Telephone (519) 681-1104.

— Doug'’s Cycle Centre in Grimsby, On.,
for go-fast work. | haven't had a chance to
get out there yet, but they were referred to
me by lan Fillery as a source for excellent

machine work. Telephone (416) 945-3480. |

—~Motorcycle Engineering in Concord,
Ont.,especially for head orcylinder work.
Their rates are par with everyone and
their work is good. Telephone (416) 669-
4014,

Rick Guinan

With parts we don’l usually have much
trouble. In Oshawa we have a repair shop
that specializes in Norton, BSA and
Triumph—plus a few shops in Toronto
and London, or out west if | get desperate.
Parts are available.

W. Draper

Wheo called Joe Lucas
the prince of darkness?

Sure it leaks a few drops of oil onceina
while and vibrates at idle, but sodoes my
late-model van.

Paul Rostic

I've heard the saying that Triumphs
leak oil out of everything except the head-
light. They leak, but it's usually out of the
primary case and very little

Another old saying — Lucas, maker of
darkness, is just a myth. Lucas electrical
equipment is as good as any other. If you
keep your scoot clean, especially around
the electrical terminals, then you seldom
have electrical problems.

Darwin Foster

Yes, Turnips shake, sweat oil from their
pores, rattle, idle wherever they like and
grow moody il you don’t ride often
cnough. All of its faults are painfully
obvious and there is no point in listing
them.

R. Wallace

What really bothers me about Ontario
is that there doesn't seem tobe any dealers
who want to sell new Triumphs. | wantan
‘82 model so if there are any dealers in or
around Ontario, let us know.

W. Draper

The only major problem was at approx-
imately 1,000 miles when the clutch hub
woodruff key sheared off. This was
repaired on warranty, but was probably
caused by my own abuse.

Other than the Lucas battery, the elec-
trical system has been troublefree. If the
engine timing and carb synch are allowed
to get out of whack, the machine will buzz
bad enough to destroy bulb filaments.
When set up right. the vibration is never
as bad as non-Triumph riders seem to

make oul.
J. Thibault

Our dealer got rid of the Triumph fran-
chige and we still dont have one here in
Thunder Bay. If youknow of anyone inter-
ested in opening one somewhere, send
him up.

Henry Telpuk

And
finally...
If Henry David Thoreau were alive

today, he would probably ride a Triumph.
R. Wallace

It's more than a bike; it's a two-wheel

legend.
R. Harris

It's a simple decision. Do you want to
ride a state-ol-the-art, or do you want to
ride a motorcycle?

Rick Guinan

As | writethis, | know that someoneelse
has good reason for owning a Triumph,
because | just sold it.

Raymond Normandeau

She's far from perfect, but thensoam 1.
R. Wallace

Would | buy another? You're damn
right.
J. Thibeault

For $12.75 annually l)wminiﬁlhl
Triumph International Owners Club,
P.O. Box 22814, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida 33335, U.S.A. The club pro-
vides pins, t-shirts and a bi-monthly
publication. i

H's done with mirrors

If you noticed that the Triumph Hur-
ricane featured in Showcase inthe July
issue had the pipes, kickstarter
gearshift on the wrong side, our
apologies. We noticed too, but only

r it was too late to rectify our
production error which printed the
photo reversed. ;
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TRIUMPH

Rick Begrwn of Vickorio con procise skl n sipng
on he collecton of 18 bhes

e =

18 TRIUMPHS
ARE STILL
NOT ENOUGH

What else but passion
motivates Rick Brown?
| By David Hankinson

. " Victoria’s Rick Brown
el =y iS5 @ Man with a pas-
_~ B ~_ sion. And that passion
- 3 ™ is Triumph motor-
cycles.

Brown currently has 18 Triumphs dat-
ing from 1963 = all restored to showroom
condition. They are valued at more than
$50,000. Among them is a never-ridden
1977 Triumph 750 Bonneville Silver
Jubilee.

e T

THE COLLECTOR IS
ALSO A PINSTRIPER

Rick Brown's oblity with point hos
brought him wide ocdaim.

Brown remembers his first bikeat 17, a
step-through Honda 50, and piling three
people on it and winging down the streel
at 75 km/h. The following yvearhe moved
up to a used 1962 Honda 305, and then to
a new 1964 model of the same bike.

While in school Brown was always
inlerested in things that were "tiddley.”
like drafting. Pinstriping was a natural
offshoot.

In 1964, an old buddy bought a new
Norton. Remembering Brown's ability
to draw, he asked him to do some pin-
striping on the bike. It was that job that
led to Brown's first commercial assign-
ment pinstriping a motorcycle helmet.

Over the years, his painting has not
been limited to motorcycles and
helmets. One of his most unusual jobs
came from a guy who wanted pinstrip-

ing on his airplane. Then there was the
guy who wanted pinstriping on the fam-
ily washer and dryer. He's also done
dishwashers, refrigerators, bathroom
mirrors, even wall switches.

Brown also does professional paint-
ing. specializing in solid colors. metallic,
candy and pearlescent, and metal flake.
His favorite is candy. "It's the end pro-
duct that makes it so satisfying. You can
tell a candy paint job a long way away if
it's done properly.”

Word of Brown's talent has begun to
spread and he's received jobs from all
over B.C., Alberta and even the northw-
estern United States.

The most expensive project he has
ever undertaken was a one-piece Honda.
“The guy wanted everything — colored
overlays, shaded sides. pinstriping. |
wen! wild! It cost him $500 and he gol a
deal.” Brown says it was the most diffi-
cult project he has ever done on a motor-
cycle, but the most rewarding.

Brown is not one to toot his own horn.
He believes almost anyone can learn to
dowhat he does with paint, althoughit's
hard to imagine. Painting was some-
thing he just picked up. There were no
lessons or special schooling.

It was much the same when he started
restoring motorcycles. He'd tinkered
with bikes since the days of his Honda
50. But it was his 1969 Norton Com-
mando that became the test vehicle for
the first serious altempt at restoration.

Trophies adorn the Brown rec room. He
is especially proud of one he received fora
1960 T 120 Competition model that toured

| the western show circuit for a couple of

Some of the bikes he keeps al home; |

some are on show. But most of them sit in
the basemen! of his mothers home.
Why Triumphs? “Maybe becauseit was
| the first English bike leverowned. Maybe
because the darn things just look like a
motorcycle should look.”
| David Hankinson is a Vencouver wriler
and broaedcaster whose molorcycling
interests include vintage bikes and
touring on his Suzuki GS1000.

years.

His current favorite is a 1973 Triumph
Hurricane triple (Cycle Canada, July
1981) — basically a Vetter-redesigned
BSA Rocket Three. That's one you've gol
lo see to believe with its glistening
chrome, triple pipes and custom painl.
How does it handle? “Beautifully! After
all, it's a Triumph, isn't it?"

Brown figures the most popular English |
motorcycle was the 1968 Triumph Bonne- f
ville. It’s also one of his favorites, as is a
1965 T100S 500cc twin that sits in his rec |
FOOIm.

The man has set his sights high. He
wants loown one of every model Triumph
made. Sound impossible? You haven
met Rick Brown. .

Brown says he's trying to get hold of |
these bikes while they're still fairly easy
to find, rather than combing the country-
side for early models whose parts are |
harder and more expensive to come by.

You might think that gelting parts isa |
problem. Apparently. it's not.

Cycle Hub in Portland. Oregon, is run
by a fellow who bought out a lot of Tri-
umph dealers in the United States when
the company started going sour some

years back. Now he has agiant showroom
and four semi-trailers loaded with Tri-
umph bikes and parts dating to the mid-
30s. And if you've got the money,. he's
probably got the part.

Brown spends about 51,500 on parts |

and sub-trades to restore what herefersto
as “the average 5300 pile of boxes.”

There's a demand for these bikes, he
says. “It's like cars. People like driving
something that's just a little bit different
and yel in good shape.”

Brown's biggest concernis that nooneis
able to enjoy his bikes. "I don't like them
being hidden away. I'd love people o see
them.”

What Brown would like to see is a
motorcycle museum. “I'd be pleased as
punch to lend the collection free of charge
s0 that other people can look and enjoy
them.” Failing that, he'd like to see some-
one like the Craven Foundation of antique
cars take his collection on the road.

Browndoesn't know where it'sallgoing
to end or evenwhere he'sgoing toput them
if he gets any more. Bul one thing is cer-
tain. Wife Laverne has made it clear the
bikes are staying downstairs. She's not
having them as planters in the front room
or stepping around them to get into bed.

And heavenknows, with 14 inherbase-
ment already, mother probably has
enough.

——
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Year after year, most of Champion having a plug for their
the world’s champions win with  type of racing bike.

Champion spark plugs. The next time you need spark
On track and trail where man plugs, think about a top performer.
and machine are pushed to the World champion racers trust

limit, Champions have endured  Champions, and so can you.

with the best of them. Time

and time again. i World’s
Champions remain the choice = N

of top racers because they can 0.1

count on this perfformance. And ﬁ Seller

they can always depend on B Champicn Spark Pug Company of Canada, Limited, Windser, Ot
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Rollerball Ress Pederson,
Canadian Ne. 1 and

1981 supercross champ,
ran away and hid from the

field in the Canadian GP.
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IMITATION GP
10 PEDERSON

The socaled Grand
Prix of Canoda was

| shy on stars and
promotion, It was a bt

of a fiasco.
By Cloude leonard

T GABRIEL DE

BRANDON, Que.—

Raoss Pederson was the

J"I.Iﬂ.!'l.!-.‘l:l WEINNer ﬂ'r Ihl'

500 cc Motocross

(G rand Prix of Canada
June 28. Unlortunately,
{1[:["3”!1“.1!}:1-' promolion of

the event gave it the air of a |

’.lll.‘l-l LI

Advance publicily in the
Montreal area led the 3,500
speclators to expect 1o see
the likes of current and
former world champions
Andre Malherbe, Graham
{ Nn'_l,.'i.r. Brad L.'l.l:]k'.l':. and
other notables including
| Roger De Coster, now
relired for two seasons. One
poster even proclaimed the

7 o,

Ore

| "

Chhrwn
Homden wos second overol. He
! Wi DO OF O FRni eyt el '."_"' it

UATEY uD D0l

recacherd Mie

race to be a world cham-
pionship round, which it

| wWias not.

In a year in which Can-

ada has no n*.nh-n‘_.-r;:v

events counting toward the
world ::]":.'lu].}:l::lfl:-]‘l.lpi- the
S1. Gabriel race was run
under ”'.‘I'E'I'I'I-I”'li'lnﬂ sanclion
from the Federation Interna-
tionale Motocycliste, Any
rider with an FIM interna-
tional licence could partici-
pale. Since the race was
scheduled for the weekend
following the U.S. world
championship 500 cc GF at
Carlsbad, Calif.. the organ-
izng Club Motocan hoped
that home-bound European
riders would call in at S,
Gabriel. They didn?,

Pederson was among only
10 riders who entered the
international class. The
purse was $3,000 and the
entry fee was 520 plus $20
for an FIM licence for the
day. The resl of the expert
riders entered the $1,000
250 cc support race which
cost only $10 lo enter.

——— e

Hohi?-pioded IGO0 FO Wil
Perre Coture, He ¢omé thed 0 0

it Of Bhe) S000NG MO DONS

The ficld was even less
illustrious than for the
Laurentide Pro 500 of the
year before, The sole non-
Canadian rider was 125 cc
New England champion
Spencer Morrison. The
urg.l.ni,r.-_'r":-i solulion was o
combine the international
and experl riders into a
single oo with a $4,000
purse, regardiess ol whal
the entrant had paid. A
doren 125 cc juniors who
had raced the day belore
were called back to provide
a supporl class

Despite the confused cir-
cumsitances for riders and
spectators, there was a race.
The St1. Gabriel track was
its usual challenging self,
retracing the route of the
GP last year. It forgave few
mistakes, prompling some
riders o describe it as
vicious. Even Rollerball
Pederson said before the
race thal the course was
one 1o lake seriously,

The Alberta rider and
nalional No. 1 plate-holder
followed his own advice,
while leading the first race
from starl to finish, His
mount was a |?Tll{!lli ton-
based KX420 h;]mnuru':i h].'
Canadian Kawasaki Motors.

i
o

l

Behind Pederson, US.
rider Morrison fell off in the
first corner. Three Yamaha-
supported riders slipped by
— [Dennis James and Mike
Harnden from Ontario and
Pierre Couture from
Quebec. Morrison remount-
ed and, despite a sore ankle,
began a charge through the
pack which eventually
brought him up to an unas-
sailable second place by the
finish of the 30-minute
miolo.

At the start of the second
moto Harnden put his
Yamaha in fromt of

| Quebecer Charles Desourdy

on a Can-Am. Desourdy
l'l:..l'\]l.l“l:{ 1]1':[”“" |hi' f‘r“l Uj.
the first lap and abandoned
the race

Pederson was running in

| eighth place. He wasted lit-

tle time in moving up on
Harnden, soon passing the
leader and splitting from
the rest of the pack

Couture, who had started
the race in mid-field,
climbed up to third place in
front of James, still unable
to use his front brake OWing
to right thumb and flinger
injuries suffered at the
Montreal supercross three
weeks belore. Jacques
Levesque [rom Chandler,
Que., placed his Svzuki in
fifth position. Morrison quil
{or the day.

The combined points tolal
muitle Pederson the winner
by far. A three-way tie for
second-place points was
broken by standings
achieved in the second
moto. Harnden came oul
ahead, while Couture was
third and James {ourth. O
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sur show on the road
with a real perrormer.

Team up with Suzuki's GS400 street bikes.

They'll deliver what your act calls for. Action? The 2-cylinder,
4-stroke DOHC engine delivers. Easy. Its 8-valve Twin
Swirl Combustion Chambers make the fuel mixture swirl for
quicker. cleaner, more efficient
burn. Result: exceptional perfor-
mance and gas economy. And all
that power’s responsive
to your direction
with such advanced
f Suzuki features as
maintenance-free
electronic

ignition, Constant
Velocity carbs, and
a reliable synchromesh
6-speed transmission. Of course,
muscle is just part of the GS400’s

. rtoire. They're also equipped to handle superbly well.
N ive-way adjustable shocks and tapered bearings in the
e steenng head, make it easier to stay in control of things.
) lotted discs give you plenty of stopping power -
even in the wet.

And there's that overall balance and feel inherited from
S Suzuki's successful racers.
& You'd want superstar looks to go with all that
“‘x superstar performance. Suzuki obliges with
this great-looking foursome.

But best of all, Suzuki's 12-month unlimited
mileage warranty* lets you run up any
mlieatr:;e while you're polishing your act.
With all that going for you, you're sure to
have some road show.

Suzuki 19815 The Performer.

fir o pprciaiiat Tane a Candds Satety Coumdll reder LrEaAIng Couree L ol SUTui dealer Por Gty
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By Mike Duft

OUGLAS — Three p.m. June6th, 1981, thelirst raceof the
1981 Isle of Man TT races came to the line for the six-lap.
364 km Formula One race over the demanding [sland TT
Circuil. The Formula One even! isopentosolotwo-stroke
machines from 351 cc to 500 cc and four-strokes from 601
oc to 1,000 cc.

Minutes before the start of the Formula One race an alert
Suzuki mechanic noticed the rear tire of Graeme Crosby's 997 cc
Suzuki four was unable to hold proper pressure. He wisely
decided 1o change the rear tire, and also changed the rear
sprockel because of rapidly improving weather conditions.

Unfortunately, problems during the re-fit caused Crosby to
arrive late for his allotted start and officials placed him at the
rear of the grid. He eventually started six minutes late and was
told his race time would be calculated from thisallotted starting
time,

An immediate protest by Suzuki placed race results in jeo-
pan:ljr. The Honda team rode .:cturulmg:j.'_ néver considenng
Crosby to be in contention. Incensed by the apparent loss of six
minutes, Crosby rode as a man possessed to finish unofficially
third behind race winner Ron Haslam and Joey Dunlop. both on
{actory Honda machines. Crosby set new lap and race records

One and a hall hours after Haslam had been presented the
winners laurels, the International Jury of the FIM declared
Graeme Crosby the winner on corrected time. The jury cited an
FIM rule allowing a rider permissiontostart fromtherearof the
grid if he so wished without loss of race time.

While the official results of this clouded Formula One event
remained in balance, the first three ]-Ll]i legof the sidecar TT got
underway. Right from the flag Scottish driver Jock Taylor and
passenger Beng! Johansson, on a4 Yamaha powered oultfit,
streaked away. They shattered the old lap record by more than
20 seconds to become the lirst sidecar team o lap the Island
circuit al over 107 mph.

On his second lap Taylor left no one in doubl as to his
intentions by breaking his new lap record, raising the time to
more than 108 mph. a speed few riders in the Formula One race
could match

And so began a race week shrouded incontroversy. Although
the decision to granl Graeme Crosby the winner's garlands in
the Formula One event was the only decision that could have
been reached by any responsible government. Monday's Senior
TT fiasco may very well rank as the most poorly handled TT
race in the long history of the Island races.

Perhaps the Senior race should never have been started, but
start it did, albeit an hour late. Two and a half laps later, with
sun streaming down al the starting area from .:]:gh!l}'m-crc.nl
sky, the race was stopped and declared null and void. Rain and
mist had descended upon the upper reaches of the mountain
section, reducing visibilit ¥ lo less than 50 y.uifa.

Those that had retired, among others Mick Grant, advocated
stopping the race, while many other riders said conditions were
not thal bad.

Chris Guy, riding a privately entered Suzuki RG500, had a
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firm grip on first place and looked set to win his lirst TT. He |

claimed conditions on lap three were no worse than lap one.
Some experts said the race should not have been stopped until
the end of lap three when the FIM 50 per cent rule would deemiit
a race.

Others reckoned the remaining machines asof laptwoshould

have beenimpounded and another four laps run when timeand |

weather conditions permitted re-slarling al the same lime

interval, and with the machines in the same condition as when |

they stopped. What should have been done and what was done
shall remain a point of contention, bul on Tuesday a completely

new six lap Senior TT began. open to all entered riders regard- |

less of status from the previous day.

Mick Grant, riding an Ingersoll-Heron Suzuki RG500-four
made no mistake, leading the re-run Senior TT {rom start to
finish. He completed the distance more than lwo minutes ahead
of second place Donny Robinson on a 500 Yamaha four. Therace

was marred by the death of popular Australian Kenny Blake, |

who crashed his 350 Yamaha on wet roads at Ballagarey. five
miles out from the start of his fifth lap.

After improving weather conditions had moved in on the
Monday of race week following the Senior TT that never was,
the second leg of the sidecar TT got under way. Again it was Jock
Taylor and Bengt Johansson who dominated the race, but damp
conditions prevented the flying Scot and Swede from eclipsing
the record-breaking 108 mph time in Saturday’s first leg.

Brilliant weather greeted Wednesday's Junior TT, opentoso.o
machines from 176 cc to 250 cc. Won by Steve Tonkin at arecord
average speed of 106.21 mph, this race was the lirst 250 TT in
many vears to fall to a European-powered machine. The Aus-
trian Rotax-powered in-line twin mounted in a British Arm-
strong frame out-performed all Japanese opposition, as from a
standing start Tonkin carved three seconds off the 250 lap
recornd.

Only on lap two did Tonkin relinquish his hold on first place
when Australian Graeme McGregor, on a factory Kawasaki
twin, shattered Tonkin's first lap time by 25 seconds to raise the
speed to over 109 mph. truly a remarkable feat lor a 250.
However, McGregor's in-line Kawasaki twin never wenl the
distance, developing ignition trouble on lap three.

From then on it was Tonkin's race. He won by more than a
minute and a hall from Bob Jackson, Yamaha. Jackson’s second

long Broy HIl, Mg Roloson ond Dion Wilkars wire lounh

place finish was all the more credible when it waslearned he had
no clutch from the third lap of the six lap event.

With foul weather closing in with adrastic temperature drop,
the Formula Two and Formula Three races began. They ran at
the same time, but as separate races. A rather confusing collec-
tion of machines, Formula Two is open to solo two-stroke
machines from 251 cc to 350 cc and four-strokes from 401 cc to
600 cc. while the Formula Three event caters to solo two-siroke
machines from 126 cc to 250 cc and four-strokes from 201 cc to
400 cc.

Tony Rutter, riding a 600 V-twin Ducati Pantah, carved 1.2
seconds off the 1979 lap record to win with ease [rom Phil Mellor
on an LC Yamaha 350 twin.

i ——

Mick Gront, petured necr Milniown Comoge, won the second g
of the Senor TT on o Suzvls RGE00 ol the frst ro0o wos oboned

Barry Smith, another Australian, rode a TZ250 Yamahatohis
third consecutive Formula Three TT win, chopping 27 seconds
off his own 1979 lap record in the process.

The best weather of race week greeted riders for the start of
Friday's Classic TT, open to solo machines from 251 cclo 1,300
cc. In protest of the Formula One race results, the three Team
Honda RSC Specials appeared painted completely inblack The
three team riders, Alex George. Joey Dunlop and Ron Haslam
showed up in black leathers.

Honda stated it wished towithdraw support from the remain-
ing TT races, but at the same time did not want todisappoint the
fans. Consequently, the team elected to appear void of team
colours to display its distaste for ACU oflicialdom.

Completing a race week TT hat-trick for Suzuki. Graeme
Crosby and his 997 cc four-stroke Suzuki four won the Classic
TT at arecord-breaking speed of 113.58 mph average, the fastest
TT race in history. Mick Grant finished second some 30 seconds
behind team-mate Crosby to add insult to injury to the failing
Honda camp.

Honda tcamster Joey Dunlop, in an eager quest lor the lead,
unofficially took the lead on lap three only to run dry of fuel at
Cronk-y-Mona, less than two miles from his scheduled fuel
stop. Alter pushing his helty 1,123 c¢ behemoth into the pils for
re-fuelling he re-started. but retired on the next lap with sus-
pected bent valves, perhaps from trying too hard to regain lost
lime.

Honda left the Island vowing never to return, bul next year
will undoubtedly be another tale as product sales dictate policy.

The finale of race week. the TT Laps of Honour, saw anentry
of more than 100 machines, mostly from days of yesleryear.
Many of these old-time racers were being ridden by ex-TT stars
of previous decades. Such greats were on the start line for this
two lap parade as Crechoslovakian Franta Stasiny on a 350
Jawa twin: Jack Findlay on a 350 Aermacchi; South Alrican
Paddy Driver and myself on 500 Matchless G50s: Percy Taitand
a 750 Triumph triple: Geolf Duke ona Gilera 500 four; Bill Lomas
on an RG 500 Suzukiexchanged for the 500 Moto Guzzi V8 sent
back to ltaly torepairengine damage caused in the United States
where the bike was sent for a show; Sammy Miller, NSU
Sportmax; the legendary Stanley Woods, 1939 KTT Velocette:
Jehn Cooper [ro relation to our illustrious editor) riding a 500
Seeley Matchless; and Tommy Robb riding the 250 Honda six
specially prepared for Rhodesian Jim Redman. who was stuck
al London’s Heathrow airport due to an air traffic controller’s
strike,

Apart from these elite few, scores ol Matchless G50s, A]S
7Rs. Manx Nortons, Rudges and Moto Guzzi singles lined the
grid. They were interlaced with a few of today’s sophisticated
racers, ridden by riders of past eras.

Perfect weather heralded the start of the parade, which deve-
loped into a minor race for some while others toured around
reliving the days of theirown brief moments of glory now etched
in the annals of TT history. It was a fitting end to an exciting
week of super racing. (m]

PHIOTOLCEAPHY BY MK DL

SEFTEMBER 1081 CYCLE CANADA 43






CYCLE

TRAIL BLAZER

The good-ime ride of the TT250
maximizes fun in the rough.

he 1981 Yamaha TT-

250H is defined by what

your idea of dirt riding

is. If vou are the kind of
person who thinks only of full
throttle in top gear, chinon the
tank and left hand on the triple
clamp while blitzing some fire-
road then be assured that the
TT250 is not for you.

If four-stroke power makes
you think of giant rooster tails
and whiplash acceleration at
2,000 rpm then the TT250 isn’t
for you either.

What the TT250 does is pro-
vide the rider with a stable,
responsive mount that doesn’t
demand much. A good-lime
ride has the emphasis on good
rather than time. Understand
that and the TT250 makes
sense while being fun to ride.

Sitting on the bike, the plot
becomes obvious. Average-
size riders can actually touch
the ground with both feet, the
bars and controls are where

GENTEEL

YAMAHA TT250

for the wide monoshock frame.
Capacity is 7.2 litres (1.6 Imp.
gal.); not a lot, but with its mis-
erly fuel consumption the TT
should go about 120 kilometres
before needing a refill. You'll
know when yvou need more gas
since the TT thought{ully hasa
reserve posilion on the pel-
cock. The tank vent hose
should be routed down into the
steering head.

With the choke lever moved
down to the on position, the
bike usually starts on the first
kick and settles down to a
quick idle. It is nol cold-
blooded and the rider can soon
take off, with a bit of a lurch
from cold as the cluich plates
unstick themselves.

The engine is very quiel.
Yamaha has done a good job of
keeping the clatter of the valve
gear below the thin cylinder-
head castings from reaching
the rider's ears. The exhaust
pipe slinks its way through the

they should be for anyone of
even near-normal dimensions
and it feels light. Again, lightis

Thas TT250 fasls bascrey

soncord of comporaon & O by thumper &

Ol g O WG e

relative. If you just hopped off a 125 cc
crotch rocket then it'll feel heavy, but if
one of the thumpers of yore was your last
off-roader then it'll feel like a feather.
Mostof the bike's 107 kg [235.9]1b) isdown
low. with the top-heavy four-stroke 249
cc engine and the steel-bodied monoshock
the major contributors to upper arca
weight,

Eyeballing the bike brings out other
features. The handguards, as on the origi-
nal version in 1980, are nice. Very nice for
anyone who has had his hands batteredin
the woods by every tree and branch that
comes along. The headlight. new for 1981,
has an on-ofl switch and high and low

Water doesn’t bother the lfie Yomaho. The brakes stay

beams. The rear light has a brake and
running light circuil, although as deli-
vered the brake light is not operational.

The speedometer is a compact rectan-
gular affair that's easy to read and has a
large reset knob, just the ticket when your
gloved and numb fingers don’t even want
to ket go of the handlebar. The odometer
can be zeroed by simply tuming the knob.
By pulling it out, the mileage can be
changed by tenths of a kilometre, and it
reads up to 999.9kilometres instead of the
9.9 common to many bikes,

Plastic gas tanks are the rage these
days. for good reason. The well-shaped
TT250 tank is plastic with a large tunnel

powerful, the engine keeps running ond the fenders work.

.
_— W X i e =y o
COMmDONeS WD O | L O MOEOONCESEY, 1D

-

O rear upper frame tubes and

ends in a snout resembling a
.38 Special. The mulfler drew
positive comments from onlookers who
didn't like the howitzer-style appendages
on other machines. The exhaust nole is
crisp without being loud.

The machine accelerates quickly
through the evenly spaced gearbox.
Vibration is almost non-existent thank to
a gear-driven counter-balancer and the
rider doesn’t have to flay away at the
shifter to xeep moving. Horsepower
peaks at 8,000 rpm with 23 ponies
claimed. The torque peak is 1,000 rpm
lower where the engine puls out aclaimed
2.15 kg-m.

The TT250 won't make vou [oam al the
mouth with its power but you won'l nod
ofl while riding it either. The ecase with
which it can be ridden and the forgiving
nature of the beast take a lot less out of the
rider after a hard day in thesaddlethando
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Cooking down a flireroad uncovers
more of the bike's character. The plastic-
base seal 1s comfortable. It eradles the
human form without being too sofl, or
overly rigid like the vinyl-covered 2 x 4s
on some off-road motorcycles. There is
very little noise from the drive chain and
the tensioner, unlike some of the Pro-Link
Hondas which sound like chainsaws

Waler crossings prove that the short

rear fender’s appearance is deceiving. The
fender provides good protection, keeping
mud and Spray off the rider. If the wateris
lfl't';r.J:.l". * o !'1'.|r “.'l_- '3.:_‘.*':1: t':‘.l:l'-.[nf o d.|1,.'
fording rivers and the bike didn't miss .;1
beal. nor did the brakes go away.

The aluminum skidplate does the job of
warding off rocks that would damage the
cases, bul it could be longer and wider to
offer complete protection. The engine is a
stressed part of the frame with no tubes
below it. Ground clearance is a generous
280 mm [117)

What the TT250 does with ease is long.
iong wheelies. This tells us two things
-['h-l'fllrl.il:l.' is plentiflulenouchinthe lower
rev range to hold the front wheel in the
elevated position and the accelerator-
pump equipped VM0 Mikuni carburetor
gives very good response. The bike is a
typical Yamaha in that the engine is
placed close to the rear wheel. This helps
to lift the front end

Taking a turn into the woods is some-
thing the TT250 does withease. The front-
end geomelry allows stability at speed
and vet quick turns and switchbacksare a
piece of cake. The smallest four-stroke
Yamaha dirt bike is narrow and slips
throush rh*u';:r ruls and tight sections eas-

48 CYCLECANADA SEFTEMBER 1941

ily. Folding tips on the gear shilt leverand
the rear brake ensure that the lirst crash
won t pul vou on the trailer

The soft suspension shows its weak
spol when jumps are encountered. The
rear monoshock bottoms its 205 mm ¢ag-
ily Fortunately. the rearspring isadjusta-
ble for preload at the top end of the
DeCarbon unit. This requires removal of
the seal and {uel lank

The clanger. literally. is the front fork.

The noise upon landing from a fairly low

jump was énough foronlookerstovenlure
that we should fix the thing. The impact is
not passed on to the rider as the soft 230
mm travel soaks it up. but on the bigger
jumps and fast trail rides there is a dice
need for sliffer springing and heavier
damping at both ends

Jumps show up a weak point
in the TT250. Both ends

will ecsily bottom out,-ond
poth need more spring

and domping.

e

The TT250 should beadurable machine
with few exceplions. The headlight has a
plastic cover over the glass lens which
will keep stray stones from breaking the
unil and absorb some of the impact in a
hard {all !"nl.l'!j::lr;l.tr- are strong with large
holes to allow mud to be squeezed out by
the rider's boot. They are bolted to the
frame with sturdy bolts and thick
stamped brackets. The plastic body parts
can lake a terrific pounding before they

Engine is compelent if unexciting. Georbox rofios
matched to the power, alowing long wheelies.




Stability at speed

allows controlled slides, yet the
TT250 is equally ot home in
fight woods sections.

give oul. Dont expect to see Pelly pro
ducts on this bike.

There were, however, some points on
the bike which seemed vunerable, and
likely to be damaged under hard use. The
bracketry for the kickstart lever-operated
compression release cable is {limsy and
moves visibly in normal use. The leveron
the valve depressor could be knocked
backward into contact with the valve
What happens il this occurs at 9,000 rpm?
The cluteh lever pivol on 1!".1'|:ir;h.":1 rank
case should have some kind of cover to
keep the spring in place and the crud oul.
And the throttle cables should be routed
below and closer to the handlebar to pre-
vent crash damage

There i no grease nipple on the swin-
garm pivol Thke owners manual recom-
mends lubrication every 6,000 kilomelres
but unless they were well greased at the
factory, the pivots will be trash by that
point. The tool Kil i3 mounted behind the
left sidecover, which doesn't sound unus-
ual until you realize that you need a Phil-
lips screwdriver to get the panel ofl

Not that there's a lot in the kit; just a
spoke wrench, axle wrench, plug tool and
a huge 32 mm wrench for the monoshock
preload adjuster. The spoke wrenchyou'll
need 1o keep the spokes in proper tension
till they bed in: the plug tool will be rarely
used on this clean-running engine

!':..ll W hqq‘ i -:_im"'-. .::I. rh;n I.r.;\. i .']':1‘ 'E'I'-.‘.‘:l: i
The lights. number plates, handguards
and quick-release wheels scream enduro
Bul the sofl suspension, mild power char-
acteristics and wide, comfortable saddle
say playbike. Seems confused? It isn't

The Yamaha TT250H is the perfect bike
for the person who wants to go riding
off-road on a competent, well-mannered
machine and still be able to enter an
enduro to see what it's all aboul. Ifhe likes
enduro compelilion then the TT has the
potential to be a trail killer withtheinstal-
lation of longer, betler SUSPENsSIONn travel
and more power.

If the rider does not wish locompete on
the machine then he sulfers no loss. He
still has one of the neatest trail bikes
around. He won'l be stuck paying lfor
some razor-backed critter with the
manners of a riled rattler. During our test
of the TT250 we had along one of the
popular serious two-stroke enduro bikes
It would nail the stock TT scoflinshutina
race but the rider was always wishing he
was on the four-stroke, Hmmm

After hammering the TT250, we found
that at the end of an all-day tide, it won't
leave you raw like the hyper bikes will or
burnt out like a dual-purpose machine
can. Consider it and yoursell well done.0

SPECIFICATIONS
Yamaha TT250

MODEL . 1981 Yamaha TT250H
PRI s s e e ceee 51,949
ENGINETYPE . Single-cylinder
four-stroke with sin-

gle overhead cam-

shafl and two valves,

air-cooled, five-speed
Iransmission, pri-

mary kick starting
DISPLACEMENT ....... 249cc
BORE ANDSTROKE ..... 75X
56.5 mm

HORSEPOWER 23 at
8.000 rpm (claimed)

2.15 kg-m at
7,000 rpm [claimed)
CARBURETION One Mikuni
VM30

llllllllll

TORQUE

IGNITION CDI
SUSPENSION ...... Telescopic
fork with coil springs,
oil-damped, 230 mm
travel; rear mono-
shock adjustable for
preload, 205 mm

travel

......... IRC Molocross
300 x 21 front and
2.10 xX 17 rear

107 kg dry

TIRES

WEIGHT

FUEL CAPACITY ..... 7.2 litres
hptrabuted by Yamabsa Maledr Capada Lid . 480
Cosrdon Bakor Boad Willewdale, Omi., W03 H 3B, [410)
8- 191 |
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MONZA

riding. the Monza was impressively
reliable.

It's 60 years since Moto Guzzi began
producing motorcycles. Along the way,
the company has learned which virtues
endure. Light weight and simplicity are
two of their basic tenets and are well
displayed in the V50.

Dry weight is 160 kg or 353 Ib. It under-
cuts Honda's CX500by 42kgor931b. An
obsession with lightness on the part of
Giulio Carcano, Guzzi's chief designer in
the 19505, gave the company’s racing 500
single one more world championship de-
spite vast horsepower superiority of the
four-cylinder opposition. A similar atten-
tion todetail by the DeTomaso-controlled
company today makes the V50 a near-
featherweight, déespite the inclusion of
electric starting and shall drive.

The Monza has a neat. inlegra .r:‘]
appearance. Such proof that all parts of
the design team were pulling together is
reassuring when a prospective ownercon-
templates buying a bike of which a mere
handful will be imported. Guzzi dealers
and repair stations aren’l exaclly
plentiful.

The crisp looks are more angular than
on the muscly Le Mans. The cylinder lin-
ning especially. plus the boxy [uel tank,
contribute toalook whichelicitsconsider-
able attention. The blaring red paint job
with black trim does nothing to hinder
man-in-the.street response. Seldom does
the Guzzi go anywhere without arousing
curiosity and favorable comment.

While not bowing to such [ashions as
single-shock rear suspension. Moto Guzel
did equip the Monza and its touring col-
league, the V50 111, with a one-piece cast
aluminum swingarm. It's lighter than an
equivalent steel fabrication, is amply suff
and eliminates some frame struclure by
pivoting directly on the rear of the gear-
box. The hollow castingenclosesthedrive
shaft on the right side of the motorcycle,
while the customary rubber boot seals the
universal joint at the front of the shaft,

The cradle tubes of the frame are de-
tachable to allow engine removal. Apairol
socket bolts at the front of the crankcase
on each side couple the cradle tubes 1o the
upper frame.

In many other such ways, components
are rationalized for simplicity and made
1o do double duty wherever possible. The
double front brake discs are deep-section
steel stampings which eliminate the need
for separate spiders to attach the disc 1o
the hub. The discs are drilled for lightness
and water shedding and plated for rusi
resistance. Calipers are light and compact
Brembo units mounted behind the legs of
the centre-axle fork.

The braking system is Moto Guzzi's
patented integral design. The pedal oper-
ates the rear disc and the left front disc.
with braking effort proportioned so as to
avoid rear-wheel lockup. The brake lever
operates only the right front disc.

Pressures required on the pedal and
lever are considerable, especially in com-
parison to the Honda CL500 which almost
seems to have power-assisted controls
However, it's not unduly high, and there is
no lack of braking power whencalled lor.

The Monza's behavior when brakingin
a corner depends on which part of the
system you use, If you engage both brakes
by means of the pedal. its response is
neutral. If you use the single-disc front
brake lever, the bike tends to sit up and
straighten its corneéring line.

Riders found that the integral system
required time to build conflidence in, but
that it then became second nature to rely
primarily on the pedal

The V30 power plant, while bearing
some similarity to Honda's CX500 and
CL500, is much more straightforward.
Imagine it as a seclion through the rear
pair of cylinders of a Chevy V8. Thereisa
one-piece crankshaft with split connect-
ing rods and a single chain-driven cam-
shaft between the cyvlinders. Pushrods
operate single intake and exhaust valves,
with adjustments made with a screw-
driver and wrench. The 12-volt alternator
sits on the front of the crank.

Bore and stroke are 74 by 57 mm. for a
displacement of 490cc. Compressionralio
is 10.4:1. Moto Guzzi claims an output of
48 hp at 7,600 rpm.

In response to today's lower-grade gas-
oline, compression is down slightly from
the 10.8:1 ratio of the [irst V50 introduced
late in 1977. A pair of Dell'Orto 28 mm
PHBH carburetors handle the mixture,
companred 1o 24 mm on the V30[L The new
touring V50 Il isnt imported to Canada,
nor is the sporting 350 ¢c V35 Imola. The
V35 is almost identical but has a bore and
stroke of 66 x 50.6 mm.

On the home market, the V'35 and V50
are also available in police versions with
tall fairings, saddlebags and solo saddle.
They replace the legendary Falcone 500¢cc
horizontal single whose origins almost
predate the wheel.

The sand-cast aluminum crankcase is
enormously rigid. The short cyvlindersare
deeply spigoted into the crankcase and
arranged at a90degreeangle. Combustion
chambers are in the pislon crowns. The
face of thecvlinder heads is flat, while the
pistons are machined to provide a three-
lobed chamber covering the two valves
and the spark plug.

Inlet manifolds are angled to bring the
carburetors clear of the rider's knees.
Because of the compact dimensionsof the
V50engine, there is much less intrusionol

The 490 cc transverse V-twin

mfrusw& on the rider’s spoace Thﬂn

engine of the VS0 is much less
the 830 .
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MONZA

the power unit into the rider’s space. Even
the tallest staffers were free from the
warm kneecap syndrome familiar to Le
Mans riders.

Lubrication is a wet sump svstem with
a capacily of 2.4 litres. The pump isal the
base of the crankcase. driven by the same
chain which operates the cam.

A single-plate clutch transmits power
to the five-speed gearbox. A hefty electric
starter is located at the left side of the
transmission and engages with an
aulomolive-style ring gear on the [ly-
wheel. There isnoprovision forkick start-
ing. but the 20 amp-hour batlery was
easily able to cope with cold weather.

The Guzzi is a ready starler if you use
the choke lever mounted below the lell
carburetor. Once the engine fires the
choke can be switched off acd the engine
'k"f'.l] Wil “}? L6 1S 0N . dlht'll illmpﬂ."f
for a minute or lwo.

The Monza produces an authoritatlive
but muted rumble from its Silenlium
mufflers. There is a louder honk from the
air intake which is more evident to the
rider than to bystanders. It produces an
interesting counlerpoint lo the throtile
and makes urban riding entertaining but
inoffensive. At highway speed the Guza
is inaudible to the nider.

One of the Monza's most remarkable
aspects is its tall gearing which has il
revving far below the GL500. At 100km/h
itis lurning about 4,300 rpm as opposed lo
about 5,500 rpm for the Honda.

5 e e
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Also unlike the Honda, the Guzz
becomes smoother the higher it revs. It is
harsher than the GL at 4.000 rpm. with a
;ﬂ.,lllj..nt:ng beat which becomes stronger
the instant more throttle is applied. At
7.000 the Guzz is running smoother and
becoming more so. The tachometer has a
vellow line at 8,000 and there is noadvan-
tage to going higher. Redline is at 9,000,

We found the Monza acceplably
smooth overall, but thebikestillmanaged
todemolish three Laillight bulbsduring the
tes! — the only problems we experienced.
There are two bulbs in the taillight.giving
some hac k-l._];:l, but a Monza rider should
check rear illumination often. There is a
comprehensive tool kit. but no screw-
driver with which to remove the taillight
lens.

Nothing else went wrong in 4.000 km:
no oil leaked out, and none needed to be
added. The bike consumed about .5 L. dur-
ing the test. There were no other electrical
bothers; switches worked well and kept
working. and they were fairly easy to use.
Ouronly gripe was with the rocker switch
which flashes the headlight when tilted
one way and the horn when tilted the
olther. Since we had the light on all the
time, the flasher was inoperative and we
generally got nothing when we wanled
the effective horn

Our test bike was fitted to U.S, specili-
cations with an 80 mph speedometeranda
sealed-beam headlight of marginal value.
The first improvement we would make
would be to substitute a quartz-halogen
light for safer night travel. Another might
be to fit a mirror with a longer stalk. With

the standard mirror you have to raise or
lower your elbow to see behind you, and
the glass isn't very smooth.

The ride is as we expected — firm. Even
with zero pressure in the non-connected
air fork tubes, the Monza has the typical
ride of a sporting Italian brick truck. The
only serious complaint came from the
staffer who spent the most time aboard,
covering nearly 3.000 km in a week. He
was heard to rave about the buckboard
ride and cast iron seat padding in a
manner which suggested disapproval.
Others with vulcanized backsides and
more exposure to [talian machinery look
itin their stride.

There is no disputing that the seat is
hard and sharp-edged, more so than
necessary. Bul in other respects the
Monza is a pleasure to ride, especially
where there are interesting roads to be
found. The clip-on bars have a decent rise
which eases the load on yourback,and the
{oolpegs are rearset just enough.

We successfully lowered the brake
pedal to suit longer-legged riders. but
when we tried adjusting the concealed
shift linkage to give the same benefit on
the left we found that shifting action
became totally unpredictable. With the
linkage in its optimum position. shifting is
slightly heavy but positive and with a
short throw.

Clutch engagement is sharp and fly-
wheel mass is considerable. You have to
be careful to synchronize revs fairly
closely when you let out the clutch to
avoid a lurch al the rear wheel, orengage
the clutch very softly. On the other hand.
the flywheel and engine torque greatly
benefit starting from a standstill, despite
the tall gearing. The Monza is unlikely to
stall.

Partly because of the high gearing. per-
formance is less than what the numbers
would suggest. The GL300 would dust it
handily in roll-ons or [rom a standing
start. On the other hand, cruisingat 1200r
130 km/h is no strain whalsoever to
machine or rider, and the bike can main-
tain a faster pace indefinitely if called for.
Except for a slight hesitation above idle,
carburetion is good. Power is strong
between 4,000 and 8,000 rpm and the
power band continued improving as the
initially tight engine became brokenin.

Stock tires are Pirelli Phantoms.and it's
nol possible to get much better rubber.
They help provide a degree of handling
precision which is uncanny. The Monza
goes where vou aim it, immediately, pre-
cisely. with a mere hint on the bar and a
nudge of the knee.

Flip-flops through ess-bends make the
Monza feel surprisingly heavy unless you
add body weight to steering inputs. Then
it will carve through any arc you choose.
The stiff ride often unloads the tires on
bumpy roads, bul such is the traction
available that there's seldom an upsetting
moment. The Phantoms are equally good
in the rain. Continued on Page 54
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MONZA

Wet weather didn't upset the Guzzi's
strong brakes, ¢ither. Disc material is a
non-stainless steel which in our expe-
rience gives better results in the wet than
stainless. The discs developsurface rustif
left wel, but it disappears at the next
application of brakes.

The brakes show a concern with fune-
tion over appearance which is typically
European. The sidestand and centrestand

MoTo.cuz2i

aré also typically European. The side-

stand is a frustrating thing which springs
back the instant you release it and posi-

tions the bike too close to vertical for
comfort; conversely, the centrestand will
rest in a lowered position while you
manoeuvre the bike and then lift the
machine with aneasy tugif you place your
weight on the rear of the curved fool,
Racey lines notwithslanding, the
Monza accommodates its owner in many
such ways. It offers flash without pain.
Exotic, handsome, reliable and reasona-
bly affordable, the V50 Monza is the
choice mid-size road bomber with Latin
gusto L

SPECIFICATIONS
Moto Guzzi V50 Monza

MODEL ............. 1981 Moto Guzzi V50 Monza

PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE ........... 17.1 m/sec
TEST DISTANCE ... votsaasncassnansss 4.518 km at 9,000 rpm
L4 | e e g A = WA S 4490 RPM AT 100 KM/H...covovvvvrescsnnnnnssnn 4.240
MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS ......... (1) 70.7,
ENGINE (2) 111.3, (3) 151.0, (4) 184.5. (5) 212.2 km/h
TR s euws Two cylinder 90-degree V-twin,
two valves per cylinder actuated by pushrods FUEL
ISP LALEMENT v casasssncassssnnnsnsais 490¢cc CAPACITY ....0cicvvase 16 litres including reserve
BORE AND STROKE........ ssssassnss 70 X 57 mm RESERVE CAPACITY ...icveiiccnianana.. 2 litres
COMPRESSION RATIO ..vvvvvvnnscnsannss 10.4:1 CONSUMPTION .....0vvne 19 km/L (5.26 L7100 km)
HORSEPOWER ......... 48 at 7,600 rpm [claimed) RANGE .............. 304 km total, 38 km reserve
TORQUE .......... 4.25 kg-m at 6,500 rpm (V50111)
CARBURETION ...ccovvsvess Two Dell'Orto PHB28 CHASSIS
AR B oo inias v e i v s o s Eleciviconly- WHEELBASE .......cicviirinsnssssnini 1,420 mm
OIL CAPACITY ..oovenvsnsnnnses AR 2.4 litres RAKE/TRAIL............. srsasssssannnmuns N.A.
SUSPENSION ......... Telescopic front forks with
ELECTRICAL individual air assist and 124 mm travel;
IGNITION TYPE .....c0vcnanass Battery and coil conventional swingarm, dual shocks
GENERATOR OUTPUT ..ovvvvevnnnnnns 280 walts with air assist and 79 mm travel
BATTERY CAPACITY ...... 12 volts, 20 amp-hours BRAKES........ ceusenn Twin front discs 260 mm
HEALLIGEI L sy i r s e e s o b iun NLA, diameter, single rear disc 235 mm
diameter; left front and rear disc
TRANSMISSION operated by foot brake; right front
1.4y i Five-speed constant mesh, dry clutch operated by hand lever
PRIMARY DRIVE .....ccc00000s «»esGear, 1466:1 TIRES.......c..s Pirelli Phantoms, 100/90V18 MT29
INTERNAL RATIOS...[1) 2.727, (2) 1.733, (3) 1.277, front and 110/90V18 MT28 rear
(4) 1.045. (5) 0908 DRY WEIGHT ......ccociviiicinnnnnnns ... 160 kg
FINAL DRIVE.....cconccsaciiansans Shafl, 3.875:1 LOAD CAPACITY....cvvcvvsassrenns «eesas185-kg
HANDLEBARWIDTH ..........ccnuiis.s 585 mm
CALCULATED DATA SEAT HEIGHT ........... 715 mm with 61 kg rider
WEIGHT/POWER RATIO .........cvvc.. 3.3 kes/hp GROUND CLEARANCE .. 175 mm with 61 kg rider
SPEEIFH: UUPITPUT ................... 97.9 hpi' E;:I:_l‘-;:__l;hl by Mdote FO00 Les. 1907 Rem Meobre Dame, Lackioe, Que. HES 2561, [394)
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Burgat leads world trials

Lejeune slips to second overall after US. round

By Michael O'Reilly

WATKINS CLEN, N.Y— |

Gilles Burgat. the French
national champion, reaped
the rewards of his mid-season

hot streak which has included |

wins in the Scottish Six Days
Trial and the French round of
the world championship. He
vaulted to the top of the werld
standings with a win in the

eighth and only non-European |

round of the 12-event séries.

Eddy Lejeune, the youthful
Belgian {actory Honda sensa-
tion, slipped to second overs
all, a victim of lackluster
finishes like his sixth place in
this round. Lejeune’'s early-
season viclories had given
him a comfortable lead over
his older and more expe-
rienced rivals,

Hurgat's viclory was nol
uncontested. Fellow French-
man Charles Coutard tlied
with him for total points lost
A brilliant 10-point firial E.lp
by Burgat made the diller-
ence. He topped Coutard by
virtue of 32 cleans to 29,

Third-place [linisher and
the only remaining world-
class Bultaco rider Yrjo Ves-
terinen was separaled from
Spaniard Jaime Subira by
only one point. Current world
champion Ulf Karlson beal
Lejeune out of a tie for fifth
place by having more cleans

Of particular interes! to the
partisan crowd was the only
regular American rider on the
world trials scene, Califor-
nian Bernie Schreiber.
Schreiber, the 1979 world
champion, was forced inearly
1880 to switch from troubled
Bultaco to ltaljet, an [talian
firm whose only previous
motorcycle experience was
making minibikes.

Relying heavily on Bultaco
experience. Schreiber has

succeeded in developing a |

world-class trials machine,
but feels that development
work has cost him heavily in
personal resulls. Oul of the
hunt for this year's title, the
acknowledged late-season

charger was looking fora win |

Tony Lulm: of Vacaville, l[‘..uhf I'uuh time for a quick SWiM in the first round of the U.S.
championship, run together with the world championship event in Watkins Glen, N.Y.

Candian trials champ Wayne
Woloschuk was seventhin U.S.
national championship trial.

to boost his lagging confidence

Lone Canadian in the inter-
national class, Serge Garceau
of Chicoutimi, Que., appeared
lo find the course too lough
and retired after lap one with
mechanical dilficulties.

The course was situated
along a scenic bul very nar-
row and steep gorge, typical
of the Watkins Glen arca. Sec-
tion eight, a waterfall, was
hard to get to. hard to get
through and hard to get out
of=a description that applied
to most of the course for both
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riders and speclators.
A critical combination of

power and precise lines was |

rd'qulq’t'd. leaving little margin
for error. Yorkshireman Mar-

tin Lampkin demonstratled |

this when a momentary lapse
in balance
cost him two broken ribs as
well as facial bruises and
abrasions. Lampkin required
hl.ﬂi'ﬂ!.t]h".l!u:l:1, but was later
reported in stable condition

With the exception of the |

international—only sections,
the first round of the US.
national championship was
run along with the interna-
tional ¢venl. Montesa riders
Curt Comer and Don Sweet
demonstrated the u\.lnl!'!. of
the courseé by placing [first

and second but with a gener- |

ous number of threes and
fives

Morgan Kavanaugh came
all the way from Colorado to
pick up third place and Cali-
tornian Dwayne Wallers was
fourth. Notable among the

national class was SWM-

in section three |

mu:n.ru-_d Wayne W nlusn:huln.
the current Canadian cham-
pion who turned in a credita-
ble seventh-place finish. The
rigorous event took its toll on
Woloschuk mechanically and
physically. Though he found
the event a big step up from
Canadian events, he was jus-
tifiably pleased with his
performance.

In Saturday’s sporisman-
class event, Canadians were
represented by Greg Peters
who took 17th spot. Cam
Whifling 19th, Andrew King
26th and Phil Ashmore 32nd.

RESULTS
Iaternsibsaal Clans
Fradie S Deil Rarbrs Laowlard, Frasde
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Flllce aﬁd H-D win Louisville

Tire wear and restrictor rule cast cloud on privateers

By Betsy Cornwell
LOUISVILLE, Ky.—}immy

Filice, rookie extraordinaire,
fought the big guys right
down to the wire for his first
turn in victory circle ina Win-
ston Pro Series national race.
This native of Calil., did it in
spite of a downpour on Satur-
day that drenched an already
soggy hali-mile dirt track and
a grey Sunday May 31 that
threatened another washout.

On Saturday the riders
managed to getl some practice
before the skies opened to
soak the thousands of specta.
tors as well as the laboriously
prepared track.

Sunday dawned grey and
gloomy but virtually all the
riders lined up impatiently
waiting. Shortly belore noon
the word passed down the
line="they're gonna run it",
However, it took another cou-
ple of hours of track grooming
before officials were satisfied
they had a safe surface and,
owing to the delay, practice
was short.

Time trials followed in
quick order and as they pro-
gressed the track seltled into
a hard fast groove giving the
riders who qualified late a sig-
nificant advantage.

One of the victims of this
development was Peter Grant,
of Woodbridge, Ont., one of
the first to qualify. His 25-
second time was rapidly left
behind as succeeding riders
started breaking the 24-second
mark. eventually winding up
in the low 23s. Jon Cornwell
of Georgetown, Onl., quali-
fied in the high 23.second
bracket and wound up about
25th on the roster. Spring:
steen turned in a time of 23.4,
Ted Boody 23.38, Garth Brow
23.33 and Steve Eklund pulled
ofl fast time with a 23.2-
second run.

Of the 75 plus riders. 48
qualilied for four heats and
the winners in those heats
were, almost without excep-
tion, the riders who led from
the start. The 1980 champ,
Randy Goss, won the first

Jim Filice, No. 17, won Louisville hall-mile on a H-D XR750
sponsored by Roberts/Lawwill Racing.

heat, harried by Eklund. Scott
Parker. overcoming his dis-

like of groove tracks won the |

second, leading Scott Pearson, |

and back in the middle of the |

pack. Cornwell. The third
heat had “Too Tall™ Ted Boody
and Terry Poovey nose to tail
across the finish line. Filice.
known in some circles as the
*Flying Flea®, led to the {inish
of heat four with Springsteen
following at a distance.

A lot of the fast guys
wound up in the semis, includ-
ing Cornwell. By this time the
track had settled into an
extremely fast but narrow
blue groove. Passing was
almost nil. Tim Mertens and
CGary Scolt each won a semi
and a last stabat a place in the
national. Second through
sixth place riders moved to
the trophy dash, including
Comwell.

Rushing to complete the
race in the face of encircling
showers the officials ran the
national first. After a delay
over choice of starting posi-
tion, 14 Harleys shot into the
first corner. With a minimal
amount of jockeying "Pooh
Bear™ Poovey emerged out of
the dust of the second corner
in the lead with the “Flying
Flea™ nipping his heels. Try as
he might. the Bear couldn't
shake the Flea. While that
battle raged up front the order
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in the ranks shifted occasion-
ally as some luckless rider
slipped ofl the groove.

On the ninth lap the two
Scolts. Drake and Parker.
slipped on the oulside and
slammed into the haybales.
Filice nipped past Poovey
while the red flag was up
before the race was stopped.
Drake was outl, his bike
broken. Parker and his me-
chanics worked frantically to
repair the damage. Taking
advantage of the accident,
several riders performed
rapid tire changes. either
swilching the edge or mount-
ing & new rim and lire.

The race resumed with the
riders in single file using their
positions from the lap pre-
vious to the red flag. That put
Poovey in the lead but he
managed to hold on to it only
bricfly before Filice again
slipped past to take first
place. which he held to the
flag.

Poovey held on for second
followed by Ted Boody, Randy
Goss, Scott Pearson. |ay
Springsteen. and Steve
Eklund. The also-rans includ-
ed Ricky Graham, Mike Kidd,
Mike Farley. Tim Mertens,
Gary Scoll [nursing a sick
motor] and Scoll Parker.

The winner's trophy stood
almost as tall as Filice.

The trophy dash lollowed

and for 20 laps 14 riders
imitated a freight train. Char-
lie Roberts, hounded by
Robert Crabbe, had it in the
bag until the last lap when
Crabbe nipped by him to take
the Mag. Cornwell, alter a bad
start and getting off the
groove in the third corner
clung grimly to last place,
moving up brielly when More-
head hit the hay bales before
retiring.

Next to Filice's win, the
days’ most interesting stories
occured behind the scenes.
The soft-compound Good-
year tires were melting right
down to slicks and officials
were concerned about the rid-
ers’ safety. Most competitive
riders ran through two tires
during the day and some
found it necessary to change
mid-way through the final.
Goodyear had on hand some
so-called medium-compound
tires which officialsimpounded
for use by the finalists if
necessary. By the end of the
day not a single medium tire
remained.

The riders gathered for the
payoul were voluble about
the tire problem. The cost and
rate of wear simply adds to
the privateer's financial
burden. Another source of
frustration is the impending
restrictor rule passed by the
AMA board for 1982, Riders
suspect that the factory bikes
will have had enough devel-
opment lo be competitive
despite the restrictors but the
technology won't filter down
to the privateers until, possi-
bly. it is too late.

Gary Scott, dirt track
representative on the Ameri-
can Motorcyclist Association
board, expressed his frustra-
tion as he circulated among
the riders trying to drum up
support lor a protest. “The
AMA board doesn't listen to
me. | feel like a fool when I go
to their meetings: | might as
well not be there for all the
nolice they take. I don't think
they care about the riders,
they just want to keep the fac-
tories happy and pull in the
big bucks.”

RESULTS

le=fim Pilice. San jese. Cadd. (H-Dp 2=
Terry Petvry. Balesa Tow, (H-DE 3=Rasdy
Gean. Hartland Mich [(H-D); 4=Ted

Postady, Lansing. Mbak [H-D) 3—=50081 Pras-
v, Ban foss, Calil (H-D



Proviously obsolete parts now available
again include pistons, valves, beanngs.
motorparts, sprockels. cams, mufllers, ol

BRITISH PARTS

More than ever before — we've got stock!

Just send for update if you already have our catalogue

I ‘Norion) I TRIUMPES I 74

s¢als, ﬂﬂ'ﬂ-‘lﬁg head races. vanous Winng
harnessos, and even includes parts for A10,
Gold Star and pre-unit Triumphs

Additional items include products from
Hayden “swirl coil” oil coolers, Leakprool
fork ol seals, the full line of Barnett cluteh

= #|1AN
N\ KENNEDY

990 Pond Mills Road, London, Ont,,

plates & cables, Haynes manuals, N.G.K
spark plugs. Helicoil inserts, Champion
spark plugs. Armorall products elc elc

All catalogue items available
through your favorite dealer.

Parts orders holline only:
(519) 681-1104
All othor inquines, Yamaha parts ¢lc

NEN 1A2 (519) 681-5230

Dealer inquiries invited — we now have our representative covering Ontario for our
accessory lines only — Please advise if you wish to be contacted.

FLY ‘N RIDE
WITH US

Fly 'N Ride. A unique concept from Philip Funnell
Motorcycles. When you purchase a new BMW
Motorcycle from us, we'll pay your one way
airfare to Vancouver and you can ride your

new BMW home. Qur offer is good from
anywhere in Canada. So fly in and see us

We also feature one of Canada’s largest
selections of clothing and
accessories, with super fast

serice on mail orders, 100!

&6 VICTORIA DRIVE
VANCOUVER. BC
"u'lL -’_c ¥

(04) 2549524
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vAaArICE
v HNIES

Now you can buy R.C
Engineénng and Vanco
& Hings Products direct
from the Canadian
Distributor.
Shipping: C.O.D
NoO deposil
required, or Visa
and Master-
charge accepled.
Advise card
numbér and
expiry date
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Nicki Richichi, 1980 AMA Rookie of the Year, rode o victory at Loudon, N.H., June 21.

Richichi wins Laconia Classic

Canadian Gary Collins places third in lightweight expert

e e

By Colin FrESEr

LOUDON, N.H.=Nicki
Richichi and Eddie Lawson
were the big winners :n the
58th annual running of the
Laconia AMA road race na-
tional June 21. Richichi, 1980
AMA road race rookie of the
year, took the Formula One
win, his first national victory,
after early leader Wes Cooley
crashed. Dale Singleton
worked his way up to second
with his Yamaha YZR500,
with a much-improved Richard
Chambers finishing thirdona
Yamaha TZ750like Richichi's.

Eddie Lawson took the
superbike and lightweight
pro wins on his factory
Kawasakis. In the superbike

race, Lawson won only alter
Honda factory rider Freddie
Spencer crashed while lead-
ing in heavy rain. Wes Cooley
was second on his Suzuki,
with a recovering Spencer
third

The Kawasaki KR250 Law-
son rode in lightweight was
the sole Kawasaki in the
event. He easily outdistanced
a large group of privateers on
Yamahas battling behind
him, with second going to
Steve Baron. Gary Collins of
Barrie Ont., was third in light-
weight with his Shoei-
sponsored Rocket Yamaha,
his best-ever national placing
and the best Canadian resull
at Loudon. Collins led from
the start and rode a4 strong

80 CYCLECAMNADA SEFTEMBER 1081

race to put himsell high in the
AMA points standings for
that class.

Most Canadians had poor
luck at Loudon. Novice pro
points leader Steve Simmons,
an Elkhart Lake, Wis..national
winner, was challenging for
the lead in his class when he
crashed while trying to pass
two riders. The bike was
demolished and Simmons is
likely to be out for the rest of
the season with a badly
separated shoulder.

Rueben McMurter. Lang
Hindle and Colin Gibb ran
strongly but suffered prob-
lems in the superbike race. In
Formula One, Hindle ¢rashed
while seventh and McMurter
had motor problems on the

Gary Collins, [rom Barrie,
Onl., was third in expert
lightweight.

last lap and dropped out.

Steve Gervais had brake
problems with his Castrol
Yamaha but ran competilive
lap times when his brakes
were working. In the novice
race, Alan Labrosse, Claude
Lereux, Jon Morris and Gil-
bert Rutherford put up strong
showings. Labrosse placed
seventh after starting from
the second wave.

L'nqut:-itlnnplhll“ crowd
favorite of the weekend was
Californian Dave Emde on the
San Jose BMW special. Emde
pushed Spencer and Cooley
in the wet superbike race to
finish an incredible fourth,
and then trounced a strong
Ducati contingent for the Bat-
tle of the Twins win. In the
Formula One national, Emde
rode the same BMW lo sev-
enth overall against the best
TZs and superbikes in the
country. Nol bad for pushrods!
RESULTS

Bhfscary | —land Hart, Sratiae, Waak
Yam) 2=Haepa Alstea, Philedelshis Pa
Kaw). J==Puiall Harrasd. Loa .ﬁ.".--||ll_
Calll. [Kaw

Bailtle of 1ha Twins: [=[Dave Emds,
Ohoranasds, Calsd [BATWY 2=Sliloem Tei-
vl Gadeavwiohe. i (Dt 3= il Ad i,
Clon Cowe, LY. i Dt

Sovike lghtwelght | —‘Wayra Kalndy
Kim). 2 =Hryas Pegurite. Hasooth. M H
(Wam), J=Carl My, Piymeyth Mich
:'I'q.l-.

Exper! lightweight: 1 =Eddie Lawson
Santa Ana Cald [Kaw] 2=Stephen Riroa
Hawithoree. N[ [Yem: I=0(ary Collina
Barrie, Dad. | Yasm)

hhm 1= Faddr Lawsdi Sania Ang
Cacdl, |Kaw] 3="Wes Coplay, Ranta Asa,
Cald [Smil J=Freddas Soatder. SAME-
pori. Lo [Hoa)

Fermela Dae | —Naki REkikl Friid
Mesdoni. NY. [Yam]: I=Dale Singleton

Dadioen, Ga [Yem) J=Hithard Chambar,
Higsina Va [Yam)



- NATIONAL
- CHAMPIONSHIPS

(and junior invitatonal)

| New York State Fairgrounds,
Syracusc, New York

SEPT. 13, 1981 |
2 P.M.

| Send U.S. dollar money order 1o
| Trojan Enterprises

| Syracuse Gold Cup

New York State Fairground,

| Syracuse New York 13209 U.S.A
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track Sept. 12,
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:i*l:ﬂ (second level)
10.00 (third level)

randstand |
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THE WAY
IT SHOULD BE

XV920

Walt Healy, Yamaha & You

A Winning Combination

227-10th St N.W. Calgary, Ala. T2ZN 1V5 (403) Z83-2788
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See Canada’s best in Roadracing action!

Aug.15&16/Sept.198&20

 —

On Highway 2
Between Shannonville & Marysville

For info.write R.A.C.E..R.R.2 Shannonville,Ont. KOK 3A0
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McMurter wins superbike again

—r— e =

Hindle stays uprnight and sets lap record in Formula One

By Colin Fraser

SHAMNNONMNVILLE. Ont.—
“Wow! [ linally won one. Now
I'll be able o sleep at night!”
These were Lang Hindle's
remarks al a champagne-
soaked winner's circle after
selting a new outright bike
track record at Shannonville
on his way to the Formula
One win in the third round of
the Eastern Canada Castrol
Challenge. Hindle set a record

of 50.52 seconds, eclipsing the
previous recond of 5080 sl
by Miles Baldwin minutes
earlier in the same race.
Forced to miss Saturday's
heats due to last-minute
engine bothers with his Cana-
dian Kawasaki-sponsored
KZ1000]. Hindle finished
third in the superbike race
and had trouble doing 50. "In
the superbike race, the clulch
was slipping and | had tire
problems, bul we gol all that
sorfed oul for the Formula
One. | think my leck is finally
beginning to change.” ex-
plained Hindle. who until the
Shannonville race had crash-
ed in three previous evenls
Rueben McMurler con-
linues to lead boih the For-
mula One and superbike
championships. laking his
third conseculive superbike
win and linishing a close
second 1o Hindle in the For-
mula One race. McMurler's
l:,"u'h Engineering-built, Bel-
Ray-sponsored Kaw |.I."'r-.IJ".J.
KZ1000 was hounded 1o the
finish line in superbike by
hard-charging rookie pro
Colin Gibb, who also took his
Zdeno-Kawasaki to fourth in
Formula One. McMurter cur-
rently holds a |.Ir].:_t' lead over
Gibb in both championships
Miles Baldwin made a wel-
come relurn to Shannonville
alter a three-vear absence
and showed how quickly he
could learn an unfamiliar
track. “The bike was great, |
just wasn't gelting fast
starts,” said Baldwin. Al
Shannonville the GP
machines like Baldwin's
Yamaha TZ750 and the
Yamaha YZR500 of Steve

Rucben McMurter, No. 123, leads a screaming horde of superbikes and GP machines through
turn two, right alter the start of the Formula One event at Shannonville, Ont., June 14,

{:l"q"'n'-'lF?q are ovw l':'!'-h.llll 1% l'i!

l]:l.' the i.l!’ﬂd' {1!::"-?..1“:}';\1"
superbikes, which are much
quicker ofl the line

In the 250 cc pro GP evenl.
a three-bike charge for the
lead had the crowd on its feet
right to the flag. Clive NG-A-
Kien's Microlon Yamaha
evenlually beat Gary Col
lins's Shoei-sponsored Rocket
Yamaha and the ex-NG-A-
Kien bike ridden by firs! yvear
pro Alan Labrosse. On the
last trip il looked as if Collins
would be flirst ahead of
Labrosse, but both made an
error lapping o back-marker
and gave the win to NG-A-
Kien who was riding without
the benefit of top gear.

Labrosse rode so hard he
wore a hole in his clutch
cover, a remarxkable achieves
ment on a high ground clear-
ance TZ250. Earlier intheday
Labrosse had run away from
a slrong 125 GP lield lor the
win on his Dayiona-Castrol
Honda, continuing his un-
beaten streak as a 125 pro
123 cx amatows GP | =Ry Delyon M
tom, Ol [Honj: 2 =Mark White, Braimg
Oni. [Hoal J—Errel Chapmas, Scarbe
roagh [Ves

250 o amatewy G [ =Jon Aarra Bad

62 CYCLE CANADA SEFTEMBER 1983

I

Ta\

Fast brothers Jeff and Paul MacMillan from Toronto ruled
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Zoli Berenyi Sr. is a fast oldie

Just because they're > oldtimers doesn't mean they're slow

By H._EI._I'_'|DW Rankin _

EDMONTON = Oldtimers
from across the Pacific North-
wes! made the trek to Ed-
monton and the Alberta
round of the North American
oldtimers motocross cham-
pionship. The two-day/six-

moto affair at Edmonton's |

Ardrossan track could have
been considered a Husqvarna

and Maico owners conven- |

Lhon.

When the dust finally set-
tled, Honda-mounted Zoli
Berenyi Sr. stood atop the
resulls. only aller some excil-
ing masters class action. But
that is only part of the story ...

Albertan Bob Finlayson
motored his Maico to three
mote wins on the Saturday,
but couldn't stay on form for
the Sunday novice clashes.
Even so, he managed to pick
up third spot for the weekend.
Ken Hebert, another Alber-
tan, took his Honda to con-
sistent second and third
places, a moto win and a [ilth
place to finish second overall.
Washington's Dick Graham
brought home the novice gold,
never finishing oul of the lop
three in the six molos,

Maico again claimed top
honors in the amateur class
with California’s Bob Porter
in the saddle. Porter staged
two melo wins on his way lo
the victory. Alberta’s Harold
Weisgerber also had two wins
on his Husky. He had prob-
lems in two others and
dropped back to finish up in
the third slot. Walter Drake
brought the sole KTM entered
for second place. Drake got his
act together on Sunday’s re-
versed layoul alter an on-off
showing the day before.

Alberta’s Pete Mix scorched
his way to three moto wins in
Saturday's hotly contested
expert sessions. But on Sun-
day, he waited until the last
moto to wrap up the overall
victory with his Husky. Rod
Collins took his Washington
Can-Am lo Iwo molo wins
plus two second place rides.
Lesser performances in his
remaining rides left him one

L

Zoli hmn}i Sr. won the masters class at Edmonton's
Oldtimers International on a Honda CR450R, June 7.

point adrift of Mix in th1.-+m-|. i
standings, Washington's Ben ;

Sessions on yel another |

Maico took the third expert |

award with a series of second

| and third place finishes,

CYCLE CANADA SEFTEMBER 1981

Salur:in:. s maslers race
was a cakewalk for Alberta’s
Zoli Berenyi Sr. for two
motos, Then the action really
began. After
casy wins, Zoli stalled the big

CR450R Honda coming off
the line in the final. By the
time he gol under way. the
leaders had a good 20-second
lead on him. It wasn't enough.
At the hall-way or 10 minute
mark, Zoli had made up 10
seconds. At the three-quarter
mark he surged into the lead.
By Saturday's final Nag. Zoli

| Berenyi Sr. had streiched out
a 20-second victory.

Washingtonian Bob White
and Bob Underhill from B.C.
briefly shared the lead in
Saturday’s motos. White col-
lected a pair of seconds and a
third for his Maico effort.
Underhill scored a pair of
thirds and a second on his
Yamaha.

Alberta’s Steen Hansen
showed his true grit on Satur-
day. A slipped disc 1ook him
oul of the second masters
moto. He gingerly doffed his
motocross gear and made a
quick trip inte Edmonton to
the chiropractor for an adjust-
ment and was back for the
third moto aboard his big
bore Husky.

Underhill had Sunday
wired and stormed lo lwo vic-
tories. Berenyi finally got
back on the gas in the finale to

| take this last moto and the

overall masters win. Under-
hill took home a solid second
place behind Zoli and White
amassed another series of
seconds and thirds for his
final third placing.

Both Ed McDonald and
Gord Oaks should liven up
the masters class nex! year
when they will come of age,
40. They spent two days
scrapping with each other in
the over the hill gang.

Their lap limes were very
close to the master class lead-
ers, but they both had incon-
sistent finishes. This left the
door open for Chad Sinclair.
Not flashy, but he was always
there at the finish where it
counts.

RESULTS

ankier =Dk Craham, Waskington

| M) 3=Ken Herbert, Ala. (Hon]. 3=k
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TESTIMONIAL

Why advertise
in Cycle Canada
Dealer Directory?

Because it works!

Just $195 buys you a monthly listing
in Cyele Canada's Dealer Directory. A
total of 12 Istings. Every month your
shop, your services and your specialties
are exposed 10 potential customers
across Canada.

Complete the form below and send it
with your typed Dealer Darectory copy
to: CYCLE CANADA, 290 Jarvis St.
Toronto, Ont. MSB 2CS; orgive us a
call at (416)977-6318, to order your
Dealer Directory by phone.

Please imit your listing to approxi-
mately 30 words,

Shop lName

Addren

Cuy Prow. e
Postal Code Tel.

TESTIMONIAL
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Barry Webb earned a gold with lirst in the velerans class
and fastest special test, despite being stuck lor a while.

Bruce Eccles pushed his Kawasaki H[_l.."& to a gold medal
with first and lastest special test in 200 cc senior.

Controversy in c0|dwater | AR & ikt of b

— | tion, the officials revised the

Revised results create discord at two- r:iay ISDE quahf:er

COLDWATER. Ont.—The |

1881 Coldwater ISDE Quali-
fier had beautiful weather
and perfect enduro terrain,
but it was beset with controv-
ersy. The dispute involved
exclusion of route points
earned, questionably soin the
opinion of some, on the first
day—Saturday, May 30.
The two-day event was
organized by the Coldwater
Qualifier Club of Barrie. Ont.

It covered a 35 kilometre loop |

with one easy and one diffi-
cult check point on each loop.
Time schedules tightened on
ecach loop. Saturday’s five
loops included a special test
3.2 kilometres long and {avor-

ed the motocross rider. Heavy
rain on the Friday night kept
the expected dust to a min-

combination ol missing
arrows and interference from
local people on the trail sent
riders all over Simcoe County.

Hard work on the part of
the organizers and a helpful
Ontario Provincial Police
officer managed to get riders
back on the course by the
third check point. Many suf-
fered mechanical failures and
Unl:.' 66 riders flinished.

The controversy started on
Saturday night when the
day's resulls were posted
Many riders were surprised

their positions and even

more o by the positions of |
riders they thought were defi- |

nilely not capable of such per-

formances. Course cutling |

was the major complaint.
Sunday's ride started two

16 kilometres of fresh trails
and a dillerent special test.
This special test was 3.5
kilomelres long. and being
tighter. catered more 1o the
enduro riders instead of the
{aster motocross style of the
previous day.

Sunday's run was trouble
{ree. but even alter arrow
accuracy was conlirmed
early in the morning. course
officials caught five riders
blatantly cutting the course at
one corner where they could
shave {ive minutes u‘f a ]ﬂp
timeé. Only 47 riders {inished
the second day and the 322-
kilomelre event.

Resulls posted Sunday
evening senl theridersintoan
uproar. with two riders for-
mally protesting the inclusion

! resulls, throwing out Satur-

day's route scores and using
only the special test from that
day. The olficlals said that &
considering the proved
course culting on Sunday and
the chaos on Saturday with 5
lost riders. the revised results
are the most accurate possible.

Blair Sharpless of Don
Mills. Ont., led a Can-Am
sweep of the lop lour places
with the revised results.
Sharpless’s pleasure wasn'l
shared by other riders who
lost & medal with the change.
Said one: “| never cutl the
course but 1 lost the only
miedal 've ever woa after the
revision. It hardly seems lair.”
RESULTS

Oversll [ —Mau Shoplme, W poals
GeAk S=(ipad] Borpesi 08 G-AL J=
Rows Lensan WGl AL d=ary Klanwen

017 AL SR Wilson 900 |Hoa
Fantosd sprtial teal: Fagert Blair Shrps

: . 5 : . L IC-AL Senl s Faoukes [Kaw )
imum. : hours earlier for the riders, | of Saturday’s route points in | 8 T L o e (Mosk Veteras: Barry
At 11 a.m.. 137 riders set who were faced with a slower the scoring. It was felt |!:I}' Weldh - A

out for the first day’s ride and
trouble. Right from the first

loop. problems occurred. A | day except for theinclusionof |

time schedule. Much of the
route was the same as Satur-

& CYCLECANADA SEFTEMBER 19481

these riders that course cut-
ting on the previous day
improperly influenced the

== =

Cyclesport is edited by

| Damian James
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Barry Benson
Motors Ltd.

— —

We sell Honda Motorcycles
and Honda power products.
Complete sales, service,
parts

WE SELL SATISFACTION
1113 La Salle Boulvanrd

Sudbury, Ont. PIA 1Y3
(70050 566-1152

WINNERS PICK WINNERS

We build to win!

EF NI YOSHIMURA

WORLD'S LEADER IN 4-5STROKE RACING EQUIPMENT

Yodhimura 4 inG0 1 exhausl Sy siems n 10Ck for 1581

Suruki GST50 and GSN00, also for 1979-81 Honda

EEH‘!’-M-::CHF OF . Send §3.00 107 our 1980781 colour
catalogue Datrbulor for. Yoahumura, Kal-Gand products
Bamel clulchos. Genen ignit-ons, Yesrmnh racing pads

Molek warvi cArbd and SO0 80 s, #'C

Yoshimura North West

Ted (S04 TOF-3455 1529 Yale Road Easd Chilvmach, B.C VIP2DS

BONNEVILLE 750

o Silet
* Service
® Partd

ELITE MOTORCYCLE
19154tk S, MLE. [.'J!HII!}_ .|.|.1:.a
T2E 5T6(403) 277-7923

BRITISH

Parts Parts Parts

If your dealer doesn't have the sart
you need, write or call and we' ]E semd
it fast C.O.D.

Cheetah Cyele Sales Ltd.

Povs iy Bowoms m o Waanm T oo, i i [

(FOR PARTS ONLY)
D141 18 Ave. Edmonton, Alta.
(403)474-4247

e —
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We ride, we
understand...

* Fasl personal attention
¢ Mail order parts and

& Weship acrons Canada
Phone or wnile:

YAMAHALTD.

17 Queee 51 E Torealo, Ont
ML O ol 101

MOLY -

B e ]

el e e R mtﬂmrth

Hellare Weldi
CHROME "

ALUMINUM -
MAGHESIUM
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da=guds « § yeacy of
LR g, e o
Tordas Oed
P B Sl atel

(4106) 480 1543
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Heg 120 Watf capacily  Easy wnglalation
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Light Strobe
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Human vanity,
friends from
the past

Fourteen years away
didn't dim the
memories
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| arrived late for my booking to the
Island. but no matter. Cars and bikes by
the hundreds lined up and crowded into
boat after boat for the expected rough
passage. The fresh scent of salt air was
strong on the wind and as the shipentered
the lee of the island | ventured forward to
calch my {irst glimpse in eight vearsolthe
Isle of Man, venue of the famous Tourist

. Trophy races.

In January of this vear | had received an
invitation [rom the Auto-Cycle Union., the
organizing body for the Island races, to
participate in the third annual TT Laps of
Honour on the final race day. Friday June
12. A selection of past Isle of Man TT
participants who received a degree of
fame were 10 be invited to ride ina parade
around two laps of the demanding 60.7 km
(37.7 miles) of the Island's public roads
closed 1o nermal road traffic for the races.

| immediately wrole lo my previous
sponsor, Tom Arter of Canterbury. Kent,
asking for the useof one of the few remain-
ing machines [ used to ride in the Island.
The same machine on which | finished
third in the Senior TT in 1963 was offered
and | gratefully accepted.

More than 100 entries had been
received for this parade of ex-riders and
old machines of past TT eras. Immacu-
lately prepared 500 and 350 AManx Norton
single cylinder machines were by far the
most popular of these classic eniries:
Matchless G50 and A]S 7R bikes num-
bered second most plentiful and a hand-
ful of more exotic machines also lined the
grid.

Geoff Duke on the ltalian Gilera 500
four appeared, Stanley Woods came with
the same 1939 KTT Velocette single on
which he won that year's Senior TT. and
probably the most immaculate machine
on the grid was Arthur Wheeler's ex-
works 350 Moto Guza horizontal single.

My Matchless. though somewhat less
than immaculate mechanically, appeared
sound. During the few hours riding out at
Jurby aerodrome, the Island’s ex-RAF air
base. the Matchless seemed to run very
well.

No practice wasallowed forthisclass of
machines as theevent was notconstrueda
race. but a parade. However, some riders
obviously thought differemtly.

It had been 14 vears since I'd circulated
the TT circuit in anger. In those days
mental and physical conditioning
demanded by constant competition was
at a high pitch. Fourteen years later mus-
cles suddenly called upon to react and
work complained with unexpected
vehemence, Even after the hour al jurby

co-ordinating gear changes with braking
action, arm and leg muscles were begin-
ning to abject.

The parade started with riders push-
ing off in pairs at the traditional 10
second intervals. Riding number {our. |
pushed off with Paddy Driver 10
seconds behind the leading pair, Franta
Stastny and Juck Finlay.

The Matchless fired easily and as |
swung my pulled muscles aboard, both
Paddy and 1 accelerated away towards
Bray Hill. Immediately cresting the top of
Bray it became apparent the bike's han-
dling was not what | remembered it to be,
as it shook its head in violent reaction to
the lorces acting upon il.

The circuit fell into a familiar pattern
even after an absence of so many years.
Exiting from Union Mills, two miles out
from the start. | was no more than five
seconds away [rom achieving a career-
long goal of leading a TT on the roads
when Percy Tail came hurtling by on his
750 Triumph triple.

Second on the roads now. the circuit
flowed beneath me in the familiar intri-
cate pattern. The new paving from Balla-
craine to the Cronk-y-Voddy Stiraight
seemed as bumpy as before, but upon
hurtling down towards the Eleventh
Milestone onto the old paving my mind
and body were very quickly refreshed at
just how physically demanding aTT race
really is to both rider and machine.

Albeit rather slow. | had by Ramsey
settled down into a pattern and began the
mountain climb. Accelerating up towards
May Hill from Parliament Square. barely
past the half distance on lap one. an unus-
ual vibration began and half a mile further
on the Maichless's crankshall bearing
ground toa halt. All that way fora 20-mile
parade. And I was feeling so good and

confident,
Many riders stopped aflter only one lap

while others carried on the full two. Percy
Tait's second lap was accomplished just
shy of a 100 mph average. Others were
less interested in a fast time, more out to
relive some of the past glory that asso-
ciates itself with the TT.

For me, human vanity what it is. | had
wished my ridetohave some semblanceol
my previous sell. At least tohaveatlained
a reasonable speed would perhaps as
much confirm in my own mind [ still pos-
sess some of that ability or fame that
seemed to be fading somuch just recently.

That confirmation was received and
was enjoyed to its fullest as it re-
established that old fire and satisfying
will to win. 0
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It isn’t easy being the best

Being a winner iIs more
than finishing first
IN your race

By Carl Bastedo

Life’s tough at the top, whether you're
winning your class in schoolboy, junior,
SERIOF Or expert, |h1'u\'|nf.l.||.]:. or nation-

. o mn |
ally. You'll know what | mean by the
statement ~It's tough being the best”.

You exert extra physical and mental |

pressures on your family, (riends and
yoursell when you expect to win on a

regular basis. Your supporters and com- |

pelitors unknowingly exert pressure on
yvou by just assuming you're going lo win,
and by their attitude when you lose. no
malier 1..".'!1.1.' ‘I"I'II"‘I CRCLTT ST-I s,

It iz one of the reasons many fine up-
coming riders drop oul of the sport alter

they begin moving up in class. It's not so |

much the financial burden or their lack of
diesire a% 11 15 the F:I:l-'ﬁ-'ul:!l-'.\-Ll'l'.'!tﬁ! h-!,.' ol
being the winner anymore.

How you mentally cope with being the
hest in yvour class could affect the rest of
your racing career and more important,
the relationship with your family and
{riends

Being aware of thethings that happento '

some winners will go a long way with
helping yvou cope with being the besl
Many winnersdevelop the “they'reall out
to gel me” paranoid, whether il be the
officials. promoters or fellow racersonthe
1.'.Il'h E E'I.‘I.I:; one consistent l'.llri"\!'q. winner
tell me that the referee was specifically
watching him for creeping on a flag start,
over the other 40 riders in the lineup. He
was convinced that the refleree was liter-
ally staring at him and not watching the
other riders.

This same rider actually started to sus-
pect his best friends and mechanic of sab-
otage when his bike failed in two races

Other class champions have told me |

that they have to be especially careful in
the firs! turn as other riders try deliber-
ately to knock them down.

The feeling of persecution is one that
every regular winner should be aware of
and try lo avoid

Another p."nh]frn some winners have is
how lo accep! a win or a loss. Some are

very gracious winners but terrible losers, |

while others are good losers but pompous

Carl Bastedo is a former molocrosser
whao is now a track owner and promoter.
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Johnny O'Mara, 1981 Toronto Supercross winner, knows that life goes on alter

fools when they win. Some unfortunately
have a poor attitude to both winning and
losing

Some things that might helpin thisarea
are as follows: Blame yourself if voudon't
win. don't blame another rider for knock-
ing you off or holding you up.don’t blame
l','-l'ﬂ}l' med hrln'ﬂ: OF VOLUE e It"ﬂ..!..l.'l!t".

Always remember that you are in
charge. You should accept total responsi-
bility for everything that happens to you
If you knew more aboul your molorcycle,
it wouldn't break. If you could passbetler,
you wouldn't get held up. If you avoided
situations where you'd likely get knocked
off, it wouldn't happen as often. If you
were in better shape. vou might no! have
fallen. The list goes on.

Blame yourself and not others: that way
you may learn from your mistakesinstead
of having them come back to haunt you. It
will also make things easier for the people
around you

Always congratulate the winner, and
don't deoitasif youshould have won but he
lucked into it. just a plain "Good ride John.
congratulations.” is fine. No excuses on
Vour part ane wanled or necessar K.

If you win. don't strut around the pits
with a big grin and talk to everyone in

victory circle. He doesn’t alienate friends just because he won the race.

sight. If younoticed or heard of a competi-
tor who had trouble, let him know you're
aware of the problem. You don’t have to
indicate to him that he would have won
had he not had the problem but just let him
off the hook a bit by acknowledging his
problem. You don't have to remind him
you won either.

Knowing how to lose and win well will
go a long way toward helping you in
future years and improving relations with
your racing buddies. When you're win-

| ning vou have to try harder, and that

doesn’t just refer to the race itself.

You. more than most, will have to try
harder tobe friendly and concerned about
fellow riders. You have to have a good

| appearance al the track and be more pro-

fessional. You have o gel vour entries in
SOONCT.

Because you are a winner, you have to
be more careful to choose your words
when criticizing the officials, track or
other riders. You will be listened to more
carefully and your comments will be ana-
lyzed and discussed by others. Youwillbe
more open to criticism and your actions
will be noticed.

Yes. it’s tough being the best. Winners
have to try harder.

PHIOTTOG AP BY BILL IF TR



Gycle Glubs

SUZUKIOWNERS CLUBOQF CANADA: Cpentoa

Suruii reders. Monthiy navsletier, Iacusipatchand
aachl for 310 4 your Warsdus st OfgdreIed
thegughout The rdeng 308300, Mako CHhogue piyl-
bie 10 Suguki Owners Club of Canada, Send 1o J
Julkeh, Mamberahp Secretiry, 170 Glendale Ave

51 Catmarngs, Ont, LFT 263

CANADLIAN SIDECAR OWHNERS CLUB: You am
oordially invited 1o jon one of Casada’s nowosl
matorcycie Clubs, The Canadian Sdecar Owrng
Ciub, Membershin in s ub i3 exténded 1o al

SOOCAr Oandry Thioughoul ths imitaton Ploase |

contacl O e Shanks, 851 TraMord Cres . Dakvilly,
Ontario LELITE

BMW MOTORCYCLE OWNERS OF AMERICA:
Maarly 8.000 mambars in 50 states and 10 peovincés
BANY News (30 page monthiy), Trive! Assalande
Gude. patch, memdersh p card Duos: §1500. 800
$2.50 for family members. BAVW MOA, Box T4-H,
MNiraclrsl, Caliderre B8 500

INTERNATIOMAL CHRISTIAN BIKERS ASS50-
CIATION: Bi=-monikly newaleiter. Sichery and
crosld lrdd, Good Christian leloah'p, Wirse Woday
for mpmbarihip Torma. s S0ug ™ 10 Baat the o0 -

onte God can mas n your e, PO, Box 2100, |

Swaton "B, S1. Catharings, Oatario, LZM EPS (£18)
Gl B3

ALBERTA ROAD RACE CLUB: Sponsors of road
FacIng 1A AlBELA. 200 ma mBers presnl Bh et iBing
season of molorcycie racing. Spring road race
schools in Edmonion and Calgary offer expert
indtructan on Bld proparatn, race siolld, sira-
Iegy and salety. Write 10820—100 51, Edmonion,
Altn., T&H V8, Phone (403) 428.1550, or #1083 =
Se =200 S KW, Calgary. Alta . (403 285-84 11

B.C.MOTORCYLE FEDERATION=Vo'c8 of 1he
B.C. recher (O O ! road). Informationava i abie o0
Fosal & v, O roaed ridhong mfeas, Iounng fatiites
road rading, InBuranca Brd gl laton infarmation
Safety Squiprmen ] O 00U RS 1o membig. Your §5
annual membarghin will Relp kisp you In fouch
with BC. Bking. Join the B.CG M F, J7T50-80h 51
Credta, B.C. VK 3N (S04) 246-8030

CANADIAM VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE GROUP:
Enthusiasis restoring and operating vintage
machines of all makes 350 membons aonoss Canes
ada. Actwieed incloge vinlaDo rallys, iraly, Ahow
digplays, moninly mestings. $10 memborship
includes monthly npwiletier and yearly fdied
CVMG, Walayut Qrove, Cariale, Ont, LOR 150

BRUTUNE
RACING SERVICES
FExelusive

uﬂnnﬁﬂn

T "".{n'.-:-r-.ph e tire diimibutor:
H*:'-I-Efn.ﬂ' [Virt track, drag race. Fuall

traciuide service 4t &ll Castrol Pro Read
Eh.ﬂ' events. All your rmd.r.l-:rupp::n-
Custam I“..I.nd:.mjl giass for road & track.
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DEALER "'-.2‘ RS iNVITED

Look for the October issue

newsstand week of Sept. 7th.

COMING TO YOUR NEWSSTAND.
CYCLE

of CYCLE CANADA at your favorite

550

Gycle Clubs

A listing in CYCLE CANADA,
Club Directory costs $100.00 for
one year. Maximum 30 words,
93.00 per extra word. Please
send your club listing and
cheque to:

o

%

SPORT AND
TRANSPORT

+ fun for the whole fa mil_y!
* lrast expensive 4 wheel vehiclke
on the marke!

,-r-i'

e e _.J' L_ S
$3500.00
suggested retal price

DNEPR.

Wiite to the exclusive Canadian
crstnbulor lor the Cealer nearest you.

PHILI-MOTO

66 Victora Dy,
Vancouwver, B.C.
VsL&C2

(604) 2516755

Sales & Service
| * XR/TT500 Performance Parts
| ® Megaovele Cams
* Venolis Pistons
® Carillo rods
# Competition Exhausni
Nielsens
| o Irdustry 51,5

Aurora |:||-.| uIHi 15
il

(416 7

ATTENTION:

Maritime Trinmph, BSA &
"n-:m:m owWners!

L1 w TSy ey be @ aptal feibesd, wr dad wrpity vy
e all o ey v ey B :Iln.n.'-. (AT
L L
B P aer phuwa ow m oy | R R B ey
sraod e TRIGHPH
- 750 o¢ Boaneville i sbock!
LEVILLE British Cycle Supply
LT R
|
. Walfwnlle, N.S. BOP 1X0

CUSTOM
PLATING

FOR MOTORCYCLES

= Cusiom polishing
* Almanium I:MM'III'H:

® Show chiome
* 24 warat goMd

GO0 orders wltome. All wor Guaranteed

Mating Master (19738) Lad.
1 il Landan, Onl MNEE 1ME
(519) 4332459
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JOHN WILLIAMS LEADING
WORLD 500 HILLCLIMB
CHAMPIONSHIP

Molocross
Varna, Onlario
une 28
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CANADIAN MOTORCYCLING

SPORT AS SEEN
BY CMA

Veracity of mirrors
should be considered
when changing lanes

By Jim Kelly

OF MANY THINGS

Ifind it inconceivable there are somany
motorists who can’t be aware of just how
invisible their vehicles are when it is
fogpy. Last week, riding home in a
medium heavy fog. | saw vehicle after
vehicle loom up in the murk with nolights
on, not even parkers. EEEEGAD!

How's the veracity of your mirror?
What's that you say? Recently | had occa-
sion toreplace my left hand mirrorwithan
“other than stock™ item. | was amazed to
find my stock mirror, right side, clearly
showed a vehicle to be 100 metres or more
behind me while my left [new) mirror
indicated the same vehicle was only 10
metres away. Couldnt help but wonder
how many motorists had cursed me for
cutting back into their lane withoutalotof
rOOIM Lo Spare.

ABOUT CHOICES

Want to mention acrash  hadinarecent
enduro. It was bad enough that [ feared |
had done myself a very serious injury for
quite a few painful minutes. My entire
chest area was racked with pains. One
hand and one leg were hollering inonly a
slightly less vociferous manner and |
couldn’t breathe properly. The next day. |
began to wonder how many accidents are
caused or injuries expanded by the choice
a rider makes when confronted with an
emergency. In my case, | came to a near
vertical drop-off about three metres high
which I didn’t see until almost on top of it.

For some vague reason, looking at the
drop and the old 4x4's at the bottom [and
Il never know if it was stupidity, expe-
rience, courage or what) [ chose to think if
| opened the throttle wide, I'd be able to
clear the whole mess and land on the fla
ground on the other side. All this really
accomplished was that 1 hit the bottom
and the Jlogs” going faster than I would
have had | locked up all brakes.

Naturally, in this particular type of
situation, there were any number of choi-

Jim Kelly is @ member of CMA’s
national board of directors.

ces. [ could have dropped the bike: jumped
off: put on the brakes: tried to steer clear;
and open the throlile. Did | make the
wrong choice? We'll never really know.

I guess maybe the best riders have time |

to consider ALL the choices and make the
best one. But for most of us, we'll choose
and then live with the consequences.
What worries me a bit is if the same situa-
tion happens again, I'd probably react the
same way. And [ thought you got smarter
as you got older. Hmmm ...

ENDUROS

The annual Massassauga Endurowasa
good run. asusual, thoughalackof arrows
in a very grown-up peat bog had many
riders searching in vain among the
scrubby trees and brush for the route.
Couple that with the fact that while
searching. soft spots in the peal were
wailing to stop your front wheel right
then, and the fact you must keep up a
reasonable speed in order not 1o sink,
makes for some “exciting” riding.

Add the British Empire Motor Cluband
Stee] City Riders to thelist of donors tothe
ISDE effort for 1981. Twohundreddollars
from each club sure helps out the kitty.
Thanks from all the ISDE riders!

Barrie Two-day.beset with problems on
the Saturday run, was absolutely superb
on Sunday! While | don't know all of the
people involved, I'd like to say thanks to
Steve Brand and Jim and Linda Hamilton
for tons of hard work. | sure hope you
won'l be discouraged by your difficulties
and 1 know how hard you worked to put
on the event. Please run it again in 1982,
DIRT TRACK

Dirt track racing week-end in Ontario
saw good entries and fine racing. The
"new” 500 classes, particularly senior and
expert were excellent at all three races.
The 500 cc expert class includes seven or
eight riders whoare soclose on talent any
one of them can win a final on a given
night.

The new 500 cc single cylinder junior
class is still small but expect it to expand
as the season goes on. I'll expect to see
numerous old 360 Bultacos resurrected
aleng with new riders.

At both of the hall-miles on the week-
end, the 500 cc experts were lapping
within thirty-five one-hundreths of a
second of the 750s. Hard to believe.

Makes one wonder a bit about the fear
of some people regarding changes to the

current 750class [Le. areduction inengine
capacity) when it was veryobviousat this
particular event that the best race of the
night was in the 250 cc expert class with
Parker and Hardin at it hammer and
longs.

ROAD RACING

Just read an excellent article by Kevin
Cameron in a recent issue of Cycle in
which he discusses the idea of going back
to single-cylinder racing. Whoa boys and
girls — before you mount the self right-
eous sneers — have a read and see if many
of the points in it are well taken.
MOTOCROSS

Alan Logue, after winning the second
250 cc moto at Durham on a cold, rainy.
muddy afternoon was heard to remark to
the promoter that the track was in terrible
condition. Hmmmm!

Is it back to the drawing board after the
first world championship round inFrance
where the lactory water-pumpers all suf-
fered clogged rads, boiling and seizure?
Migawd, now theyll have two sets of
bikes at the events, one for thedry and one
for the mud.

Stolen Motorcycles

1980 Maico 450 ML frame serial No.
3472235. 1979 Suzuki RM250N, frame
serial No. 42844, Jim Atcheson, 50 Pano-
rama C1., #8701, Rexdale, Ont. MOV 4A9,
telephone [416) 745-2297.

1980 Honda CR250RA, Frame serial
No. 2015152, 1981 Suzuki RM250X,
engine serial No. 100977, frame serial No.
VIN YB 2100738. Gary R. Ponting. 1221
Greening Ave., Mississauga, Ont., LAY
1H3, Telephone [416) 279-3044.

A large number of stolen off-road bikes
have been reported to us this year and
most of them. unfortunately, were not
covered by insurance; either the CMA
policy or through ather channels.

One of the operations (in the Missis-
sauga. Onl. area) watches the classified
ads, telephones to get the address on the
pretext of coming to look at the bike, and
presto, a few days later the machine and
any others at the address have
disappeared.

We do urge you to get yoursell some
imnsurance coverage, lake extra precau-
tions if you are advertising your bike for
sale, and ask neighbors to keep aneye out
when you won't be at home. 0
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MOTOPINION

FOR A SECOND OPINION

LOOK NO FURTHER

Motopinion enables riders to exchange
useful information about motorcycles.
Here's how it works.

Cycle Canada collects names and
telephone numbers of motorcycle owners
willing to talk about their machines. Then
we publish the list shown.

If you want information about a
motorcycle listed. you telephone Cycle
Canada at [416) 977-6318 or wrile tous at
290 Jarvis St.. Toronto, Ont.. M5B 2CS,

MAKE S0 YEAR I
i
CITY FIRSTRAME  PROVINCE I
|
|
TELEPHOAE XUAIEER AREACODE

Fleans manil to Cyole Canada. 90 larvis & . Todoate. Lt
RERY o

and we'll put you in touch withanowner.

If youre keen to talk about your |

molorcycle, please complete the form and

mail it to Cycle Canada.

In order not toinadvertently encourage
thieves, we want only your first name for
MOTOPINION.

This is a Cycle Canadareader-to-reader
service and the publication is in no way
connected with, or responsible for,
opinions provided by owners.
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Combining a bicycle with an

engine made a Singer

Did you know thal rear-engined
motorcycles were once a common sight
on the roads? Singer, which produced
motorcycles in England from 1900 to
1915, built this one in 1904.

Braking was accomplished by bicycle-
style friction calipers on each wheel.
Starting was a matter of pedaling like
mad and spinning the engine fast enough
to encourage combustion.

On the leflt side of the frame was
another sprocketl and chain assembly,
this one geared direct to the rear wheel
for those times when the Singer's engine
wouldn’t get you home. Note also the
transparent hand-operated oil pump in
front of the gas tank. and the way the
mulffler does double duty as a rear fender
mount. (=

This material was supplied by free-
lance writer Gordon Schindler.

Rear-engined 1904 Singer had a top speed of 40 km/h, used bicyele brakes,
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CYCLE CANADA WANTS
FEED TO HEAR FROM YOU

The readers of Cycle Canada mn help | what they liked and disliked in this issue. | works Ltd,, 290 Jarvis St., Toronto, Ont., |
the editors of Cycle Canada produce a |  Please complete the form and mail to | M5B 205
better magazine by providing feedbackon | Editorial Director, Brave Beaver Press- Thank you. |
CHECK MARK YOUR ANSWERS 3. How old are you? 6. Which regular features in this issue did I
PFLEASE ”l’mm. 20 you read? I
1. Which tests did you read? 0211030 O Conlents page O CMA
O Honda GL500 Silver Wing Interstate |  O31 1040 0 News{ront O Calendar |
O Moto Guza 500 Monza O Over 40 O Editorial O Did You know?
OYamaha TT250 0O Masthead 0O Motopinion I
4. What would you like to read? O Readers Write O New Products
2, Which leatures did you read? O More touring O Technics O Product Tests |
""'I':im-l]?h OWNETS SUrvey | OMore road racing O On The Road O Showcase |
Olsle of Man coverage D More molocross 0 Cyclesport 0O Coming Soon
051 Gabriel motocross CGP O More custom O By MikeDulf O Motomarket I
O More technical O Molocross 0O Adsin general
O More safety Canada : I
O More vintage | C Who Waon What
5. What did you like most aboul this issuve? I
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Is Amazonas the biggest ever?

From Brazil comes a new
VW-powered beast with
imposing dimensions

From the largest country in South
America comes what must be the largest
solo motorcycle in production. The AME
Amazonas Tourer is a 1600 cc Volks-
wagen-powered behemoth produced by
Amazonas Molocicletas Especiais Lida,
Av. Amador Bueno da Veiga n. 2.140, Sao
Paulo, Brazil.

Amazonas motorcycles are not for the
weak of ankle. The colossus shown
weighs a heflty 370 kg (816 Ib). making
even the Kawasaki KZ1300 seem svelte at
a mere 297 kg (655 Ib). Power is supplied
by the evergreen "Bug’ engine. The drive-
line features a four-speed VW gearbox,
synchromesh, reverse gear, hydraulic
clutch, and a chain final drive. Engine size
and {uel are oplional. Both 1,600 and 1,300
cc models are available to operate on
either regular gasoline or alcohol. Four
models are made; the Tourismo, Esporte,
Militar, and Policia. Basic chassis and
running gear are the same in all.

With present production at 50 units per

month, the factory is not exactly churning
them out, and close inspection reveals
that as a result, attention to details and
finish quality are high. Volkswagen's
plant in Brazil supplies the engines. The
helty brake calipers also appear to be
from an automobile. Three hydraulic
discs stop the machine, not one too many
judging from the weight and claimed top
speed of 180 kmv/h. Cast wheels fit inside
5.00 x 16 tires. Bodywork covers much of
the engine/transmission unit. [U's partly to
offer protection from the elements and
also to supply a housing through which
the belt-driven fan can pump air to the
air-cooled engine. The {uel tank holds 35
litres and with fuel consumption at 18
km/L. range should be about 630 kilome-
tres. Reserve capacity is three litres.

An external-spring lelescopic fork sus-
pends the front while Volkswagen-built
shocks are used at the rear. Frame design
gives the impression of being a hardtail at
the back but it provided a way of getling a

reasonable seat height while retaining the
comlort of a sprung saddle.

The 12-veolt electrical syslem, powered
by an automobile battery and VW genera-
tor. supplies electrons to a quartz-iodine
headlight. Instrumentation consisls of an
aulomolive lachometer and speedometer,
green neutral light, red light for reverse
and emergency lights indicator.

Brazil. with a population almost five
times that of Canada, hasa well developed
highway system bul with a land area
larger than the mainland US. there is a
need for a reliable long-legged vehicle like
the Amazonas.

With a price of about $6.500, the Amaz.
onas is not cheap. Importing one wouldn't
be casy. But look on the bright side. if you
ever got one you can be quite sure that you
wouldn't see another in your neighbor-
hood, cily, province ...

The VW- p-l;“‘tl'l.‘d Amazonas Tourer is

king of the road in its native Brazil.
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The story of Ken
Roberts begins on the
cover of the October
issue of Cycle Canada.
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* Honda CX500
Turbo: Are you
ready for a turbo-
charged, fuel-inject-
ed, computerized
500 that can slay

a 750 in accelera-
tion and top speed
vet still use less fuel
than a standard CX?
Honda's first Turbo
ushers us into a new
dimension.

® Hail to the Chiel:
And the tour, and
the Scout and all the
rest of the eminent
Indian tribe. We'll
tell vou what it's
like to ride the
legendary Indian
four and give you a
look at other mile-
stone models.

* Husqvarna 250
WR: What do you
get when you buy
a Huskyv enduro
bike, apart from a
large invoice? Does
European handling
and quality make
it worth $2,8757
Strap on your
boots and come
with us.
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FULL COVERAGE

For nearly a century, both on and
off the track, Castrol lubricants have earned
the reputation of being the world's finest.
They're designed to give you optimum protection,
reliability and performance, in all kinds of riding
conditions. And for all kinds of needs.
In the world of motorcycle lubricants, Castrol carries
the most complete line of products anywhere.
So when it comes to full coverage, Castrol lubricants
leave all the others behind.

Qur thanks to SHOEI helmets.




ONE SIZE
FITS ALL
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Let the good times roll




