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WHAT’S YELLOW. HAS SIX WHEEIS.
AND LOVES TO RAISE A LITTLE HELL.

Tivo Tn-Molos.

Bolh with thive wheels
and a surprising capacily for
whooping it up just about
anyihen.

Thevie yellow. Theyre

Yemaha. And now. theres more

than one model.

Bulh the YamahaYT125
and the YT175 Tn-Moto
models have rugged, rehable
Yamaha two-stroke engines,
ample power and load-loving
willingness over hills and
trails, sand. streams and
sloppy mud. Theyre even fun
in winter months,

The new YT175 has
special louvers in the frame
Lo increase engne cooling,

a large capacity 8.4 litre fucl
tank and telescopic front

fork suspension the same as
on Yamaha dirt bikes,

Both models are remark-
ably stable, thanks toYamaha's
rearward based engine posi-
tion. And, when it comesto
stopping, even if you never
want to, you can. Because
both have mechanical rear
disc brakes, with extra-thick
pads. And theYT175 hasan
additional front drum brake.

A Capacitor Discharge
[gnition system and Autolube
makes both the YT125 and
the YT175 easy to maintain.

And both are easy to
operate with a shifting pattem
that starts at the bottom
with neutral, then extra-low,
and lets the power build
till you reach fifth and flying.

In competition, Yamaha
Tri-Motos make mincemeat
of the others. They've got
big, durable cord-type tires,
heavy-duty automatic clutch
plates and fully-enclosed

dnve chaing, putting yellow
out front, the flying colour.
After all, nobody knows
how to make off-road motor-
cycles better than Yamaha,
Add one more wheel, and find
out how much better the fun
can be. OnaYamahaTn-Moto.
The YTI125 and the YT'175.

YAMAHA

TRI-MOTO. THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.
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No maltter Iww distort it, there's no mistaking a CBX engine. Page 22,

eSS
22 Megatouring with a CBX and a KZ1100

Honda's six and Kawasaki's biggest four have something in common despite the
different philosophy behind each bike. If you can't find happiness in horsepower
anywhere else, you've got a good chance with one of these,

30 Can-Am durability test
You see a lol of orange on the starting lines of most enduros. Is that because the
bikes are winners, or do they win just because of force of numbers?

34 Full-size fun in a 30 cc package
Pocket bikes have their own racing series in Japan, but they're pretty rare on this
side of the Pacific. Read this test and find out what they're all about.

NEW MODELS
38 High-tech V-4s from Honda

If you read our preview rumors in Cyclesport last month, you heard that Honda
might have some V-configuration engines in the pipelines. That prediction was
right, but there are more surprises from the big H.

FEATURE
46 A dictionary for the bench racer

If you ever eavesdropped on the crowd in a shop or the boys at the race track and
couldn’t figure out what all the slang stood for, this mini-dictionary is for you. By
Max Burns.

COMPETITION
48 National championship motocross in Quebec

After the first two rounds, Ross Pederson and Terry Hoffoss are the men to beat in
the 250 and 125 cc divisions of the motocross championship. By Claude Leonard.

50 Hard knocks on the half-mile

Disastrous crashes, restarts, confusion and protests overshadowed the racing at
the national championship half-mile race in Olds, Alta. By Harlow Rankin.

53 Cyclesport
Senior championships in short track and motocross, a repeat winner in 500 cc
world championship motocross, road racing in Ontario and Quebec and the final
round of the Ontario pro motocross series. Edited by Damian James.
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REGULAR
FEATURES

6 Newsfront
Marco Lucchinelli takes Ken
Roberts's world road racing title, an
Englishman builds a safety bike and
Alberta’s helmet law is once again
ratified by a court of appeal. Edited
by Larry Tate.

10 Editorial

12 Masthead

14 Readers Write

15 Technics
The whys and wherefores of cam-
shafl design and timing are complex
enough to tax a computer. By Gavin
Ilingworth.

16 On The Road
Taking your own bike to Europe is a
complicated business, but a new
travel service is trying to take the
pain out. By Claus Halner.

18 New Products
20 Product Tests

A Canadizn-made rainsuit, an inval-
uable chest protector and a Velter
tank bag are examined.

59 Motomarket
In which you can find the source of
whatever you wish to buy.

62 By Mike Duff
The solution to a problem isn't
always the obvious one.

64 Motocross Canada
Recollections of getting lost in search
of. and sometimes while in, the race.
By Carl Bastedo.

66 Who Won What

Competition results from across the
land.

67 CMA
News and views from Canada’s
motorcycle sport governing body.
70 Calendar
Here's what's happening in the
motorcycling world.
70 Motopinion
Here's where to find out what you
want to know about a bike.

71 Did You Know?

71 Feedback
Tell the editors of Cycle Canada what
you think.

73 Showcase
A well-customized motorcycle
doesn’t always have to be radical.

74 Coming Soon
COVER

Photographer Marc Lachapelle sweated
bullets on the two-day ride toGaspeinthe
pouring rain, but photo day dawned clear.
He kept assistant editor Larry Tate and
contributor Robert Langlois busy push-
ing the CBX and KZ1100 back and forth
from dawn to dusk.
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GOT THE WINNERS!
NEW! LAZER HELMETS!

MADE FROM RONFALIN”

Following years of extensive test not sacrilice i's durability or

ing and development in search of a
truly improved helmet, the LAZER
was born. Developec in Belgium by
Cross S.A. makers of quality head-
gear since 1919.

Most nolable of LAZER's agd-
vanced features 1S the material it's
made of..RONFALIN. It's tough,
ultra-lightweight and durable.
Unlike polycarbonate helme!s,
RONFALIN resisis aging

Where polycarbonate helmels
break down in adhesivée bonds,
RONFALIN's high shock absorbing
charactenstics and hghtness do

helmet strength

LAZER is lighter. It weighs only
1,200 grams while others weigh as
much as 1,800 grams

Anolther outstanding feature is
the integrated wrap-around shield.
It allows optimum peripheral vision
for maximum saftety.

Four sell-locking positions allow
you linger lip control of your visor
for controlled air llow and visor
position

LAZER is not just "another néw
helmet™ it is the standard for all
helmets in the futlure

AVAILABLE IN BLACK, SILVER, WHITE solid colours..... 1194
and METALLIC RED or BLUE i
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50-year veteran
is president of
new dealer group

WINNIPEG=Walt Healy.
owner of Walt Healy Molorcy
cle in Calgary. cor l1,:i'l{'-;{ hlﬁ
50th year in the motorcycle
industry in August of 1981. He
celebrated h}' |:H'I..'Ej.'{ elected
president at the lirs! meeling
of the formative Canadian
Motorcycle Dealer's Council.a
group he has been instrumen-
lal in forming

Healy and the 24 otherdeal-
ers involved
account for about 17 per cenl

in the group |

of Canadian molorcycle sales, |

according to Motorcycle and
Moped Industry Council,
Among the concerns of the
dealers are computer hard.
wiare and programs toaid their
businesses, improved profes-
sionalism, improved profita-
bility and the possibility of a
national non-brand-oriented
.|l.l'l.'1;'|.‘tu..:!'|].: campaign (o
altract first-time motorcycle
buyers.

Moto 2001 will
bring in Laverda

MONTREAL — Laverda
motorcycles will again be
available in Canada. Dropped
I'.:],' former importer Hi.lll.'r
Bros. [Canada) Ltd..
reporled in Cycle C .m.HLI
August, the [talian line has
been picked up by Francesco
Romanelli ol "'n-!n:rl 2001 In

Laverda's brutish triples will
be available after all.
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Lucky
Lucchinelli
wins 500 cc
world road
race crown

ANDERSTORP = It
came down to the last race
of the season. but lalian
Marco Lucchinelli on his
factory-backed Suzuki
managed (o wrest away the
500 ¢c road racing world
title from Ken Roberts and
Yamaha at the Swedish
grand prix.

Lucchinelli could have

Randy Mamecla had won
while the Italian finished
out of the points. “Lucky”
rode a cautious race toninth
to score ‘two clinching
points, while Mamola suf-
fered problems with his

front suspension and fin-

lost out only if American |

Marco Lucchinelli of Italy won the 1981 world 500 cc
road race title on a privately entered but factory-backed

ished well down the field.
The race was won by
Barry Sheene, ending a
two-year victory drought
for the Briton who was
dethroned from the cham-
pionship by Ken Roberts
four years ago. Riding now
as Roberts's Yamaha team-
mate, Sheene has had a dil-
ficult year but stillmanaged
to finish fourth in the world
standings. Roberts retired
when he gambled wrongon
tires and hisraintires began
to come apart indrying con-
ditions during the race.
Other world road racing
champions for the 1981 sea-
son are Anton Mangof West
Germany [Kawasaki) who

| tock the 350 and 250 cc

titles, Angel Nieto of Spain
[Minarelli) in the 125 class
and Ricardo Tormoof Spain
[Bultaco) in the 50 division.
Sidecar champs are Rolf
Biland and Kurt Waltisperg
of Switzerland [Yamaha).

Lachine, Que.

The acquisition of Laverda
ups the number of lalian
marques handled by Moto
2001 to six: Benelli. Bimota,
Ducati, Merini and Molo
Guzzi. Romanelli says he'll be
carrying the Jota 1000 and
1200 TS maodel Laverdas in
1982

Meanwile, former importer
and [talian motorcycle fanatic
Richard White is enjoying his
new Harlev franchise and
the
Japanese Kawasaki line o his
store in Rock Forest, Que.

Castrol ad okay
despite complaint

OTTAWA—=Castrol ads
comparing its products lavor-
ably to competitors are okay,
says the Department of Con-
sumer and Corporate Affairs.
As reported in Cycle Canada’s
March issue, Shell took excep-
tion to a series of advertise-
ments run last year by
Burmah-Castrol that com-

| pared Castrol GTX to a

number of other oils.

Shell spokesmen claimed
that the ads focused on one
as pect of oil performance and
thereby gave an unfair
impression of the overall qual-
ity of the oils. Castrol execu-
tives said merely that the
claims were backed up by doe-
umented laboratory tesls.

Shell complained to Otlawa
and to the Advertising Stand-
ards Council. When the
Department ruled in favor of
Burmah-Castrol, Shell de-
cided to let the matter drop,
but stated that it would con-

| tinue lo examine competitors’
| ads for misleading claims.

' St. Louis park

bike ban upheld
ST. LOUIS, Mo.—The Mis-

| souri Court of Appeals has

upheld a S1. Louis bylaw ban-



ning motorcycles from the
city's public parks. The effects
of the law are worse than
might be seenat firstglance, as
several of the city’s major the-
roughfares pass through
parks., No one has yet been
arrested under the law, but

there's no reason a molorcy- |

clist in traffic on a busy street
couldn’t be pulled over.

American Motorcyclist
Association has been lighting
the law since it was passed in
March of 1979. AMA was
granted an injunction against
enforcement of the law while
it was being contested, and
later that year the City Circuit
Court overturned the law, cal-
ling it unconstitutional.

The city appealed the deci-
sion, and received a favorable
decision June 23 of this year.
AMA has asked the Court of
Appeals to reconsider its ver-
dict and has also requestedthe
case be transferred to the Mis-
souri Supreme Court.

Vintage raci
aliveand wlmnlrlﬂ'l"'lI

SHANNONVILLE, Ont.—
Vintage Road Race Associa-

tion held its third annual road |

race Aug. 22-23. In the best
entry vet, more than 60 bikes
showed up. Everything from
Forties-era Velocelles to an
early Yamaha TD-1B and a
Honda CR450 were on hand;
the club reserves the right to
disallow entries, but generally
permits four-strokes built

before December 1968 am:l,: roaah, Out. [

two-strokes built belore
December 1964 to compete.

The biggest exception is the
number of modern Ducatis on
hand because of a special invi-
tation extended to the Ducati
Owner's Club of Canada.
RESULTS

I3 o wvwrt: | =Colin Fraser, Toroafs
Dech 2=[oka Caplie [Dwi]. =%y
WeCaw, Brant fand, Oini. [ Dt )

00 gg wlreel- | =]sm Carre?l, Mamd
fod [Vl 2=l Farl [Hon |

Mg Bride’s Cyile walimited sfoeet 1=

Alberta helmet use law is
upheld by Supreme Court

EDMONTON=The roll-
er coaster question of
whether or not Alberta has
a valid helmet use law was
finally settled July 30 when
the Court of Appeal of
Alberta unanimously over-
ruled earlier decisions that
the law was unconstitu-
tional.

The question dated back
to Aug. 12, 1980, when
Judge Roy Thomasquashed
a charge of riding without a
helmet against Jungle Jim
Penninglon. Thomas's rea-
soning was the legislation
was contrary to the bills of
rights of the province and of
Canada.

The Attorney-General
appealed, and on Dec. 2,

1980, the Court of Queen's
Bench ordered Thomas to
re-hear the case and recon-
sider his decision. Hedid so,
and on April 8, 1981, con-
firmed his original decision.
The government once again
appealed

The highest court in
Alberta. the Court of
Appeal, now has ruled that
Thomas's decisions were
incorrect, that the law did
not contravene either bill of
rights and that the law is
therefore in full force. A
spokesman for the Attor-
ney-General's office said
that effective July 30 prose-
cutions of anyone charged
under the law were going
ahead per usual procedure.
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Commemorative
Triumph planned

COVENTRY — Triumph
plans to build a Bonneville
model to commemorate the
wedding of Prince Charlesand
Lady Diana Spencer. To be |

- called the Triumph Bonneville |

Royal, the machine will be

built in two versions, one for

Europe and one for the US.
market.

The bikes will share Bing
carbs. Marzocchi shocks.
electric starters and steering
head plates bearing the
limited edition serial number.
The American bike gets a pol-
ished engine, a chrome-plated
gas tank with smoky blue-
black panels and a royal wed-
ding badge on the tank.

The European bike gels a
black engine, a black-panelled
gas tank and fancier cast alloy
wheels,

Triumph claims the bikes
will have “a number of unique
siyling features which will
make them collector’s items.”

Dale Singleton
is new U.S. road
race champion

LONG POND, Pa. = Geor-
gian Dale Singleton won the
1981 US. road racing cham-
pionship by flinishing second
to Freddie Spencer of Team
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' Dale Singleton, twice Daytona
' winner, is finally the 1981
- U.S. road racing champion,

. Honda in the AMA champion-
ship race Aug. 16 at Pocono
. International Raceway. Sin-
| gleton had come back from
Europe for the event carrying
his Yamaha TZ750 in several
cardboard boxes as hand lug-
gage. He's spent much of his
time this seasoncontesting the
| 500 cc grand prix series.
Spencer won the F1 and
superbike races, while rookie
professional Jim Filice, a pro-
tege of Ken Roberts, won Lhe
250 cc event with his Yamaha.
It was anunusual weekend for
Kawasaki ace Eddie Lawson,
who finished second in both
superbike and 250 instead of
taking his usual double first.

Five cent of
Suzuki sold to
General Motors

TORONTO = Suzuki
Motor Company Lid. of Japan
and General Motors Corp. of
Detroit have concluded a pact
that will see GM purchase a
five per centinterestinthe Jap-
anese company. Suzuki,
| which produced 1.665.000
motorcycles and 504,000 four
| wheel drive vehicles in the
year ending March 31, 1981,
has also concluded a partner-
ship deal with Isuzu Motors
| Ltd.. a truck and automobile
manufacturer that already
has affiliations with GM.




Atsushi (Art) Ehara, presi-
dent of Suzuki Canada, said
the deal was intended primar-
ily to assist present Suzuki
dealers in four wheel drive

vehicles in supply and distri-
bution. He added that GM's |
interes! was a good signof the |
strength of the Suzuki com-

pany. and hinted that the deal |
could pave the way for future
manufacture of Suzuki pro- |
ducts in North America.

BMW inline four
may be for 1983

MUNICH—From Europe
comes word that a replace.
ment for, or possibly an addi-
tion to. BMW's line of boxer
twins is nearly ready. Rein-
forcing earlier rumors, this
story has it that the new
engine is an inline four, liquid-
cooled and using shaft drive,

Unlike Japanese inline |
fours. however. theengine will
sil in the frame longitudinally
rather than transversely. Also
unique will be the engine's
orientation — it'll be laying on
its side, with the heads on one
side of the bike and the crank
onthe other.

Bosch {uel injection is said
to replace carburetors. The

—m—

engine is 1o use a DOHC head |
with technology borrowed
from BMW's car line. A one-
sided swingarm like that of
the RBO /S is expected,

Word is that the R45and R65
twins will continue, but that
the big twins will be replaced
by the new {our in 1983,

Hitch-hiker was
one who should .
have known better

QUEBEC — Motorcycle |
dealer Paul Corriveau of |
Quebec City had a stranger-
than-fiction experience in
1980 while riding through the
downtown of Quebec's capi-
tal. He was hailed near the
legislative buildings by afran-
tic pedestrian who wanted a
HH

Corriveau, wearing his
helmet as is required by
Quebec law, pointed oul to the
pedestrian that he. too, would
require headgear. “"No prob-
lem.” the hitch-hiker shrug-
ged. “I'm not going that far and |.'
I'll pay the fine il we get !
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Safety bike's ideais to
prevent being thrown

COVENTRY — English
engineering student Mark
Bampton has built a proto-
type salety motorcycle that
he thinks will offer consid-
erable rider protection in
the event of a crash.

Based on a Yamaha
RD400, Bamplon's ideacon-
sists of a fibreglass and
steel enclosure around the
front of the motorcycle. The
moslt visually dominant
secltion, the raised portion
over the fuel tank. is a chest
protector intended lo pre-
vent the rider from being
thrown forward in a crash.
In normal riding the rider
would rest on the padded
enclosure.

The structure goes for-
ward far enough loserveas
a mount for headlight and
instruments, while steel
downtubes provide leg pro-
teclion from [rontal or side
impacts.

Weather protection is a
secondary aim of the struc-

Fibreglass and steel enclosure of safely protolype is
intended to better protect a rider in a crash.

e =

| duty as fairing lowers. The

ture. Transparen! exlen-
sions of the basic structure
provide wind protection for
the rider's hands while the
leg protectors do double

faired-in section at.the bot-
tom of the bike forms a
floorboard on each side to
replace the conventional
footpegs. The idea is lo
reduce rider fatigue by
allowing more latitude of
body movement onthebike.

Bampton claims that all
clements of his safet y struc-
ture are quickly removable
to allow easy servicing of
the engine and frame,
which remain unmodified.
Seat height has been
lowered by lilling a cuslom
seat to allow easier riding
for young, short riders.

The British Transport
and Road Research Labora-
tory has expressed interest
in the design. and has com-
missioned a second unit for
lesting purposes.

caught.” Cormiveau decided to |

trust the man. since he was
wearing a snappy suitandcar-
rving an eminently respecta-
ble briefcase. He also thought
he recognized the man's face.
but couldn’t place it.

Once under way, the pas-
senger struck up a conversa-
tion about Quebec helmet law.
saying he didnt know there
was suchathingand inquiring
how long it had been in effect.
Corriveau linally pul a name
to his passenger’s face as
Denis de Belleval expressed

surprise al being told the law
had been on the books for
some hime

"l should know about that
law.” he mused. "Alterall, I'm
the Minister of Transport.”

Honda 400 four
still rumored

LONDON=There's no sign
of such an animal in Honda's
North American 1982 lineup,
but English sources insist thal
earlier stories of a new Honda

the bike will see the light of
day in the 1982 model year.

Said to be a scaled-down
version ol the CB750/900
engine, a power oulput of 48
hp at 11.500 rpm is claimed.
Pro-Link suspension will put
the power down.

Another story isthal Suzuki
will release a water-cooled
“mid-range” V-4 as part of its
1982 line. Stories of Suzuki
interest in V-4s and square
fours have persisted for years.
We'll have the details of the ‘82
Suzukis in our December
1Ssue.

Toronto welder
has aunique
insurance scheme

TORONTO=Local welder
Ross Sully has come up with
solutions to two problems
confronting racing riders. The
firstis atechnical trickand the
second is an insurance
scheme.

The technical trick is
rusber-mounting engines of
Yamaha TZ250s, up to and
including G model bikes.
Sully says he makes up a new
front hanger of better-quality
aluminum and uses three min-
ib.ke swingarm bushings on
the rear motor mounts. Riders

| have told him they can no

400 Four are corpect and that |

longer feel engine vibrations
ard that {[rames are no longer
cracking.

The insurance scheme came
from his attendance at road
races. He started taking weld-
ing equpment to Shannonville
this year, but found that
although he was gelling busi-
ness from riders who broke
things and crashed, it wasn’l
covering his expenses. He
decided to start an insurance
scheme.

Riders can insure them-
selves by subscribing 55 per
day or §8 for the weekend. In
the event they need welding
work, their premium entitles
them to one hour's free weld-
ing. Sully takes up all the
equipment from his shop and
it equipped to do pretty much
anything.

Sully figures his scheme
will let him break even on his
race-walching, while riders
who need his services will get
off cheaper than they would
normally.

Larry Tate,
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The

Ultimate

What else would you call
Honda's best?

Six ¢ylinders for ultimarte
res and power. Integral fairing

saddlebags for maximum rider
protection and convenience.

New suspension system to make
its handling as good as the rest of the
bike. The Honda CBX. There's
nothing in the world like it.

VANCOUVER,B.C.

CALGARY, ALTA.
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HONDA Honda products are available from these fine dealers.




More than merely
circumstantial
evidence

et

We often blame the medium for the mes-
sage it brings us. If we don't like what we
hear. bash the bearer of the bad news. If
much of the content of our daily news-
papers is devoted to matters which are
aggravaling or depressing. it's the
medium which is increasingly selfish and
perveried, not ourselves and others like

link alcohol with one-half of all crime,
one-third of all homicides and the vast
increase of liver disease. There are many
ways of putting onself into a hospital bed,
including being about to give birth or
newly born, too old to otherwise, or
struck down by any number of major and
minor diseases. Regardless, doclors say

us. that a quarter of our

The call for a The medium blamed hospital beds are
cleanup of nhlhl's is the motorcycle, :-]:tupied because of
?;Tvml;n;:a:- the dangerous vehicle The Canadian
ters, often from which hfﬂ'ught the Medical Associa-
advertisers who poor Chﬂp to gnef tionwent sofarasto

find their message
diminished when positioned near pic-
tures and reports of the latest atrocity.
Good news creates a better selling envir-
onment.

Same for the accounts of personal mis-
fortune which affect us all, whether
we're close to the victimor not. It's impor-
tant to find a culprit; the threat of random
tragedy which might aim its bolt al us
next time is too uncomfortable. And no
one would speak ill of the departed; the
fact that dear old Joe was the author of his
own demise is an unbecoming notion.

But it can be a delusion. That dear old
Joe was a prince of a guy does not alter the
fact that he wen! canoeing in November
when he was too drunk to speak. Or that
he was feeling so good after the post-race
party that he tried to re-enact the start of
the superbike final all the way home.

Wherever home was and however they
didn’t get there, there is an ever-increas-
ing number of good old Joes who will
never arrive. Their common legacy is a
strong whifl of booze.

Members of the Canadian Medical
Association got together recently in Hali-
fax to discuss matters of mutual concern.
One of the most significant topics they
agreed on was no great surprise. What is
noteworthy is the vehemence with which
they stated their point: Alcohol is “the
greatest public health problem in Cana-
da”

Nor did the chairman of the associa-
tion's council on health care mince wonds.
Alcohol and its related diseases are “the
most potent killers we have in Canada.”
says Dr. W.R. Ghent. Mercuryinthe lakes,
dioxin in the rivers and acid rain in the air
are a rightful source of worry, but at this
point you're far more likely to be done in
Hy dn brightly labelled bottle of friendly

uid.

Those same medical men, first to give
aid whenever one of us comes to harm,

recommend that
abuse of booze be studied by a lederal
royal commission. After all, we've more
than paid its cost with taxes onalcoholin
the past 40 years, it says. CMA knew
better than to advise a repeat of prohibi-
tion. The U.S. experiment in the 1920s
produced nothing but profiteering and
bloodshed, something akin to the illicit
drug business today.

it's the near-epidemic role of alcohol in
injuring. maiming and killing people
which reminds me of the association
between medium and message 1 menti-
oned at the start. The messagemay bethat
yvoung Jo¢ didn't make it home on his
motorcycle yesterday. The medium
blamed is the motorcycle, the dangerous
vehicle which brought the poor chap to
griefl. But the silent parner is.in40percent
of fatal bike accidents, drink.

Whether Joe's confidence was bol-
stered, his reserve lowered and his per-
ceptions reduced by three drafts after
work, or the chronic drinker’s vision
blinded to the point that he “just didn't see
the bike™ from the seal of his car. it's too
late to prevent one accident. It's not too
late to prevent others.

All these terrible happenings aren’t just
motorcycle accidents, or canoeing acci-
dents or domestic arguments or whatever.
They're alcohol deaths, booze murders
t00. We just haven’t expanded our percep-
tions to include them.

When | recall the motorcycle crash
which took the lives of two local young
men during my own youth, 1 also
remember how both of them liked to
party. And it’s not so long since a middle-
n:;mf ape of enormous build charged on to
the road in front of me from the sidewalk,
arms outstretched like Count Dracula,as|
rode a CM200 past the liquor store.

Circumstantial evidence, 1 know, but
what the hell. Every little lesson counts.

= John Cooper
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Fireworks in the boondocks

P

We light up the night
for the patron saint
f Quebec

{‘“ le Canadasomelimes seems likeone
big revolving door. what with all the com-
ings and goings and other doings.

We recently bid farewell 1o Helen
{Where's The Party?) McCabe, the lovable
lady who has keptourbooks for hall of our
corporale vears. She is leaving the bigeity
to try her hand at farming. kind of leading
the life of a tax write-off, you might say
Her successor is Accountant Judy
Brunder, who h 15 worked at g naumber of
large firms such as Bell Canada.

There are 1'..'.-1 other new names on the
masthead, Promotions Manager John

Luciani and Publishing Assistant David _

MoCue

They are both occupying new positions |
Pressworks Lid. John is |

al Brave Beaver
responsible for the promotion of all our
publications. shows and other products
and services, and will work closely with

sales and circulation -:Er;r.ulll'.rn! heads. |

David is a trainee in all aspects of maga-
zine publishing. starling w ith the editor-
ial and advertising areas

John comes to us from F.H. Hayhurst
Co. Lid.. the advertising agency al which
he was an account! executive on the
Yamaha account. David comes o us as a
graduate in journalism [rom Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute. John is what is
known as a sell-confessed bike nut, while
David, fresh out of school, doesn even
owna bicycle

We haven't seen a great deal of Assist.
ant Editor Damian James in recent weeks.,
what with his Honda turbo test assign-

Helen McCabe has lelt book- l-.etpmg in
favor of farming for a living.

ment in California, his vacal

w0's Algongquin I’ rk and his advenlures
in the Ir ickwoods nf Quebec on a 600-km
trail ride organized by Molo Journal. our
companion magazine in French

“The 30 miles of railroad tracks at 70
mph close behind a train was the freakiest
thing | have ever done on a motoreycle,”
Damian says. "It brought a whole new
meaning to the term straight-line stabil-
ity. After living through that 'mnot afraid
of trying anything on a motorcycle.”

Damian showed his French-Canadian
hosts how to celebrate St. Jean Bapliste
Day by doing a long wheelie in the night
with an emergency [lare laped to the

| spokes of the front wheel of a Yamaha

TT250, Salut!

(eorgs Kolesmkovs

Damian [Tht Tall ﬂn:] ]lmﬂ helps celebrate St. Jean Baptiste Day.
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3225 Lenworth Drive, n . 7442 Fraser Park Dr.
Mississauga, Ont. Burmaby. B.C.
[416) GZES-1500 . (604 )434-T57T5

BRITISH PARTS

More than ever before — we’ve got stock!

200 page catalogue — $5.00
Just send for update if you already have our calalogue

I ‘Norlon) I TRIUMPE BN 7554 I

Previously obsolete parts now available  seals, steering head races. various wiring
again include pistons, valves, beanngs, harnesses, and even includes parts for A10,
motorparts, sprockets, cams, mufflers, oil  Gold Star and pré-unit Triumphs

Additional items include products from plates & cables, Haynes manuals, N.G.K
Hayden “swirl coil” oil coolers, Leakproo!  spark plugs, Helicoil inserts, Champion
fork oil seals, the full line of Barnett clutch  spark plugs, Armorall products elc elc

All catalogue items available
through your favonite dealer.

l IAN Parts orders hotline only:
KENNEDY All other inqu
k All other inquines, Yamaha parts elc

990 Pond Mills Road, London, Ont., N6EN 1A2 {519) 681-5230

Dealer inquiries invited — we now have our representative covering Ontario for our
accessory lines only — Please advise if you wish to be contacted.
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REPLACEMENT PARTS PROBLEMS,

A HINT, A CRITIQUE AND

A COMPLIMENT

Reader says parts
impossible to find

I'm mad as hell and I'm nol going to
take il any more.

My brother and | each purchased a
1981 Honda CR250 in March. The price

was hundreds above what Yamahas |

sold for. but we didn’t mind since we
thought the Honda was better.

| rode mine for less than two hours |

belore thecluich seized at the very/(lirst
face of the vear t:ig!‘ﬂ an the slarling
line. The bike sat at Cycle World {or five
weeks before the parts came in. lnever
rode it again, but traded it for a Suzuki
RM125, which gives me no lrouble.
My brother’s Honda lasted three
weeks longer than mine before the
transmission stopped working. We
found two bent shiflting forks and

replaced them. An hour of riding found |
| an the Kawasaki KZ440 LTD.

the same problem. We went 1o order

parls and found there were none to be |

had. A call to Honda Canada revealed a
shortage of parts for the CR line due to
its poor reliability record.

We're still waiting in August to gel a
basically new bike running for the lirsi
time since May. Honda. Lhope voudon’t
think 1 will ever consider buving
anolther of yvour motorcycles.

Please print my address so anyone
with similar problems can write me.

When | get enough letters | will send |

them to Honda and maybe then they
will build a
upgrade their parts availability.

Tim Muols
43 Thickel Rd. |
Etobicoke. Ont. |
MO 274 |

An easy way to make a
fast bike even faster

in the April and July issues of Cycle
Canada there were articles referring lo
potential modifications of the 1981
Yamaha RD350 liguid cooled molorcy-
cles. In April it was stated that a TZ2Z50
or TZ750 cylinder could be easily
bolted to the RD350 cases. The July
issue contained a correction that stated
that these modifications took a lot of
work. which | have seen proven at the
Westwood track.
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better bike or at least |

Nobody made mention of the TZ350,
which bolts on rather easily. The only

modifications come in attaching the |

expansion chambers to the back partof
Ihl"' FF-IH","_ 'Hn.'hll..h .II"‘[]'I.III'!'!\- al 5111“'"-
amount! of welding.

Those of you who want more horsep-
QWer 1.1.|Ihj,;:|u:[h.--|mi]:n;.:uh:llll:l.'shnu:ld
consider the RD/TZ350. My special
thanks to Yamaha Motor Canada for
hurrving rings and an expansion
chamber for my motorcycle and 1o E&S
Motorcycles of Redwaler, Alta., lor
helping with the modifications.

Jim Fahey
Edmonlon

- English reader is not
impressed by distance

The May edition of Cycle Canada
took lime lo gel to this sideol the ].Hiﬂd.
but | hiave just been reading vour report

Jeepers. what a thorough test, cover-
ing the fantastic distance of 215 km.
Tell me. what did vour rider do after
the test? Have breakfast and go to the
ollice?
Bob Melson
Henfield. England

Traffic safety trainer
liked the booze test

It°s getting better with every issue,
Loved the booze test in July
Thanks for the plug.

Peler Fassnacht |

Canada Salety Council
Otlawa

Color-coded light might
increase night safety

It is true that night riding molorcy- |
c[rhr.lum'q uile a panic Lo some oncom- |

ing traffic—isitacar with onelightora

hike? | have a suggestion {or cleaning

up this portion of motercycling.
If a blue light were to be made com-

mon on motorcycles at night confusion |

would end. It could be placed on the
{ront portion of a motorcycle near the
hr.‘-q:l!i].:hl =0 il would be visible to
oncoming traffic. No other vehicles
should be allowed to use blue lights in

| this location except emergency or pub-

lic works vehicles.

The motorcyele would be recognized
instantly. We would have to insist on
blue. The law wouldn'tcareif they were
green, vellow or some otherungracious
I:Ill[lr.

Perhaps the Blue Knights can handle
it. I'm a solo rider and dig it like that, It
is too heavy a ball for me to carry, but
the more | think of it the better it is.

Bryan Savers
Oshawa. Ont,
The time for Triumphs

is long gone, he says

After reading your article on Triumphs
in the September issue, | feel it was nol up
to par with Cycle Canada's usual high
standard of journalism. If only 11 people
in all of Cvele Canada's readership
responded to your inquiry, there areeither
very few Triumph owners in Canada or

| some of them cant read. Too. it seems all

the people who responded owned only
650750 twins. What about the 500 twins
or 750 Tridents?

The main reason that parts are so avail-
able is because Meriden has produced the
same engine for 20 vears. Triumph isalive
todday because the British governmenl,
through incredible mercy. wiped off a $25
million debt! New Triumphs, as you state
In vour apticle, are haird 1o come b\ “I's
still possible...lotrack downand buy your
very own brand-new, factory-fresh Tri-
umph Bonneville.”

Needs change. Businesses have lo
respond to these changes to stay in busi-
ness. I they didn't respond to consumer
demands we'd still be driving black 28
Fords, usirg [ootl-operated sewing
machines. doing the laundry by hand. cut-
ting grass with push mowers, farming
with horses, elc.

Allitudes are changing. though. Wit-
ness the success of the Yamaha Virago
750. People will still embrace old concepts
if accompanied by new orinnovative tech.
nology. The Triumph was good for its
time. bul no! for the present.

Henry Van Weeren
London. Ont.
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Valve train is like a kinetic circus

TEGHNICS

Design of camshaft shape
deterrnmes power and
life of engine

By Gavin lllingworth

Deep within a kinetic circus, the valve
train is riding on a bizarre roller coaster of
constantly shifting acceleration and
deceleration ramps. Designed by mind.
warp mathematics, the camshaft control-
ling it is the central factor in the
determination of a motor’s charac-
tenislics,

Torque is the name of the game, and
torque is a funclion of how much fresh
l:l'nrgt you can pack into the cylinder

during the intake time. So the whole
design thrust of a camshafl istomaximize
cylinder filling over a given rpm window
and then show the spent charge to the
back door.

Bear in mind. however, that there are
constraints placed upon afour-stroke that
valve timing can do nothing about. For
example, port length, diameter and flow
characteristics all limit charge intake and
extraction. As crank speed rises, the lime
in which to move this gas around shrinks
radically.

As usual, this calls for systems think-
ing. and should drive home one point: A
camshall is the conductor of an unwieldy
orchestra of physics.

It is the inertia of the valve train that
makes cam lobe profile such an intricate
topic. Valves are heavy, and in older
SOHC designs the rocker massisaddedto
this. Not only does this mass resist being
moved, it resists being stopped once set in
molion.

In order to control the valve at all, you
need a spring to force it back to its seated
posilion. What we have then, is a recipe
for a Slinky toy with a vengeance. The
cyclic nature of cam ramp accelerations
can introduce resonances into the valve
train. Valve springs start to surge at their
resonant point and the induced wave
motion begins to oppose spring tension.

Heat produced by this surging action is
enough to smoke the oil film right off the
spring. The momentum of the valve
assembly then allows it to lose contact
entirely with the cam nose, and disaster is
just around the corner. This is politely

known as valve float. In its worst mani-

Gavin lllingworth is an ex-road rocer
who works in computer design and
construction of elect ronic instruments.
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The face of each camshalt lobe is
carelully ground to control acceleration
rates and amount of valve opening.

festations, harmonic resonances can
recduce the entire valve train to shrapnel,

To stop these effects, both the cam
ramps and the spring designmust becare-
fully thought out. Excepling desmo Duca-
tis, which use rocker arms to both open
and close the valves. most four-stroke
motors use two valve springs per valve. A
small inner spring is located inside the
outer one to give aninterference fit,and its
winding runs opposite to the outer spring.
Like shock springs, one end will be wound
more tightly than the other.

All of these are attempts to damp out
destructive resonances, which in turn
produce tension-destroving heat. In the
wors! case, drag racing set-ups usea third
coil of spring steel between these two
springs, but that's what you get for spin-
ning a Chevy motor at 10,000 rpm.

What do these ramps look like under the
close eye of a dial gauge? The terms accel-
eration and velocity are critical here.
Velocity means only distance divided by
time. Uniform chunks of valve lift in uni-
form amounts of crank angle give uniform
velocity, Chonging chunks of valve lift in
uniform amounts of crank angle give
acceleration or deceleration.

A plot of valve lift versus crank angle
shows that for the first few degrees, the
cam will lift the valve very gently, about
200057 per degree. Valve clearances must
be taken up slowly to aveid punching the

valve open. This is essentially a clearance
ramp. The fact that these ramps are an
integral part of cam design dictates that
valve clearances be kept to specification.
Set the clearances too loose and the valve
doesn’t even see this ramp. Then it gels
banged open on the next ramp, where
sudden acceleration loadings become
dangerous.

When the clearances have been taken
up, the valve train must be eased intoits
loaded position by a preload ramp. At this
stage the design gels tricky, especially for
SOHC motors. If accelerated too fast, the
rocker arm itself will tend to act as a
spring. Uncontrolled rocker arm (lex can
starl the valve spring resonating.

Some drag racingand NASCARmotors
are {orced to use a complicated polydyne
profile in which lilt is accelerating and
decelerating in stages as the valve irainis
taken out to full lift. This tends to reduce
the instantanecus loading on the rocker
arms.

DOHC motors as a rule don’t need a
preload ramp, because the bucket” fol-
lower, in which the valve and spring sit. is
quite light and a good deal more rigid.

Alter this initial phase, the cam will
accelerate the valve in earnest. Accelera-
tion will be maximal at about 25 degrees
into the valve cycle. and it willdecline just
as fast to stabilize valve velocity as it
moves lowards maximum lifl. Accelera-
lion rates even on a streel cam may be as
high as 800 to 900 times the force of grav-
ity, while racing cams can nearly double
this ligure.

‘This is the danger point:a valve acceler-
ated too hard and too fast will losecontact
with the ramp as it turns around at the
nose,

Once the valve is at maximum lift, it
must be returned in much the same
manner, and it faces the same problems.
The valve will accelerate on the down-
ward trip, and if unchecked willcrashinto
the valve seat. Vilve bounce reduces pre-
cious cylinder pressure and will destroy
the valve and seat in short order. So the
truiling lobe of the cam must repeat the
profile of acceleration and deceleration to
ensure that valve velocily approaches
zero as the seat looms up.

Next month, we'll continue this discus-
sion, concentrating on the valve timing of
Suzuki's GS1000 motor. o
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Biking in Europe is good for you

B LT

)

Travel company removes much

of the difficulty
European trip

ofa

By Claus Hafner

A dream which many of us share
seemed to come close to reality in the
spring of 1981. CONTINENTAL
WHEELS invites vou 1o TOUR GREAT

BRITAIN and EUROPE BY MOTORCY- |

CLE! read the headline of an advertise-
ment and subsequent three page flyer
{rom Kuchne & Nagel Travel. The gist was
that Kuehne & Nagel offered to fly one
person and one motorcycle, regardless of
the size of either. via Wardair from
Toronto to London and back for a flat rate
of $1.200.

This included plane fare, airport taxes,
cancellation insurance, packaging. load-
ing and unloading of the hike.

Not incloded were insurance agains!
loss or damage of the bike while in transit
— this is voluntary but highly recom-
mended at $70 for the round trip: insu-
rance while travelling in Europe: provison
of documents such as passport, available
from the external allars passport office
for $20; visas, required for travel behind
the Iron Curtain, while in western Europe
a valid Canadian passport suffices; inter-
national driving permit, available from
Ontario Motor League or other CAA alil-
iates for $7: out-of -<country medical insu-
rance, available at nominal bul varying
rales, tIr]h'nd|nf.: on coverage, [rom Onla-
rio Molor League, Blue Cross and others:

and any arrangements for travel and |

accommaodation beyond London. In other
words, once you and your bike were off
the plane you were on your own.

Kuchne & Nagel is also accumulating |

information on sources of insurance for
driving in Europe. Earlier this year the
impression was that only the Untario
Motor League could provide this type of
insurance and then only third party lialnl-
ity [PL & PD). and this impression was
conflirmed by numerous inquiries fo
prominen! insurance companies and
agents

It is now known, however, that compre-
hensive insurance can be obtained inCan-

The author is @ management consultant
and construction engineer who rode
motorcycles when a young man in
Europe. He returned to the sport six
VOars ago
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Bikes were tied down lour to a pallel, then blocked and tied with protective nylon

nets belore loading into the hold of the plane. Travel damage was minimal.

will have the appropriate information
available.

Several parties lelt Canada without the
reyuired insurance coverage. counting on
buying it upon arrival in London. This
proved difficult, lime-consuming and
expensive — up to £180 per month —
particularly 10 youthful riders. Be sure to
arrange for insurance and all other docu-
mentation and book ings well in advance.
If you don’t vou may find yoursell at the
mercy of people in foreign countries
where you have no rights. Europeans gen-
erally are well-organized and travel-
oriented and they will help you if you are
stuck and in trouble, but they will do soat
exorbitan! prices

In accordance with conditions sel outin
our truvel instructions | delivered my
Gold Wing to a Kuehne & Nagel ware-
house rear the Toronto airport two days
before Might departure. Preparation of the
hike to mee! salely regulalions was con-
fined to draining the gas tank and discon-
necting and taping the battery leads. On
the moming of the departure the bikes
were placed on wooden pallets, four bikes
per pallet, blocked and tied downandthen

| protected with nylon nets. It looked all
ada for travel in Europe: Kuchne & Nagel |

very s2le and secure but two bikes still
received some minor damage, probably
owing lo in-flight turbulence.

In London we simply walked out of the
arrivals lounge without customs orimmi-
gration holdups and were met by atypical

Wardair lady. friendly. knowledgeable |

and helpful, who go! us our bikes and
provided assistance, cheerfulness and
help for a couple of guys without insu-
rance. You can't get your bike cleared
through customs withoul proper insu-
[ance COverage

Upon leaving the ferry in Ostende, Bel-
gium, a smile and a wave [rom customs
got me onto the European continent. Driv-
ine on the E5 and E3 through Belgium and
Holland into Germany is areal eye-opener
for a Canadian. The two most immediate

| apd uh\'muﬁ variances !I’“IJI:'I Canada are

the tremendous speed and skill with
which tralflic moves and the almos! com-
plete absence of police. | travelled for 10
days in five countries, covering almos!
2000 kilometres when | saw my first
policeman, a patrol car inNorth Germany.

There are no speed limits on the Aulo-
bahn in Germany and in other countries

| they are quite disregarded: equally, speed

limits on secondary highways are not
observed. It takes some gelling used to
when you go down the Autobahn at what
in Canada is considered to be the exces-
sive speed of 140 km'h and find yoursell
getting into “he way of everyone except
heavier trucks who mostly travel at 100to
130 kmv/h. Such bad and unsafe manners
as hogging the passing lane, pulling outin
front of faster traffic, and lane changes
without sigralling | have not noticed in
over 8,000 km of European travel.

I saw one accident, a collision between
two cars at anintersection in Hamburg. It



seems thal statistically the accident rate
is lower than in Canada, but whatever
accidents do happen on the Autobahn are
severe. Hornblowing is not done in the
GCermanic countries where blinking of
headlights is the accepted way to ask for
the right of way. The Latin countries are
more reminiscent of Montreal, Quebec
City and Rimouski.

Beware of driving when your alcohol |
level is above the legal limit! Police patrols |

are rare, but they dohappen.and i youare
caught withtoomuchboozein you,goneis
your driving permil and impounded is
your vehicle. It would be a sad and expen-
sive end to a beautiful adventure.

Crossing from one country into the next
seldom requires stopping to show your
passport or be questioned by customs.
Twice when the border guard saw my
internationally recognized and required
CDN emblem | was greeted “Welcome
Canadian®. Three times | had to produce
my insurance certificate. but never was |
asked what the purpose of my trip was,
where | wasgoing. how longl wasgoeingto
stay oranyof these questions whichare so
often asked in North America. Nor was
my luggage ever examined.

In preparation for the return trip we
were required to have our bikes at least
five hours before departure at the British
Airways cargo depol. There was some
confusion and contradictory information,
but this is now all past. We are told that in
future all should go smoothly.

Before loading the bike for the retum
trip. Wardair in London made us sign a
total waiver of responsibility. This had
nol been required on the trip Irom Toronto
to London and we were not told of this
until we checked in at the Wardair pas-
senger counter. | wanted to refuse or
amend the form but was told politely but
firmly: “"No signature, no bike back in
Canada.”

The polential disputes between the
owner, Wardair and their respeclive
insurers defly imagination. This will have
1o be corrected and Kuehne & Nagel is
working on il

The return from Londonvia Montrealto
Toronto was again smooth, pleasant and
efficient. Customs clearance in Toronto
required some time but no more than we
have been conditioned to.

A few words about prices and costs:

bear in mind that these are summer 1981
figures and be prepared for increases in
1982

Return flight Toronto to London, $1,200
for one person and one bike, based on a
regular three week roundtrip;changesare
available at extra cost.

The cost [or crossing from England to
conlinental Europe varies between ports,
ferries, seasons, even times of day; allow
at least 525 one way between Dover and
Calais for you and your bike: $50between
Dover and Ostende. Gas is roughly dou-
ble. oil four times Canadian price, varying
some between countries.

Hotels in large cities are very expen-
sive, exceeding $100 per night for large
chain hotels. In rural areas, small hotels
and inns are reasonable to cheap, $10to
$30 per night, and are usually pleasant
and clean and good places to meet the
locals. All are equipped with common
baths or showers.

Bed and breakfast accommodation is
common and provides you withat least all
necessilies, al limes pleasant luxuries.
Incidentally, breakfast is almost always
included in overnight room prices in hot-
els and inns across Europe.

Youth hostels are economical and well
organized and clean, also excellent places
to meet a great variety of international
travellers; accommodation is not always
available, but there is provision for
advance reservations in some of them.

Campgrounds are cheap, plentiful, well
run, clean and usually beautifully located;
again. advance reservations are recom-
mended and available.

Food prices vary greatly as does qual-
ity. but count on them being 25 to 100 per
cent higher than inCanada.Consider buy-
ing your own and stopping for picnics at
some of the many beautiful park areas. A
word in passing about roadside stands in
some areas of Denmark: the stands fea-
ture fruit and vegetables and a scale.
There is an open box with change money;
you help yourself to your needs, put your
money in the box taking change if need be,
and away you go. There is no one there lo
mind the shop.

Alcoholic beverages range from being
sold in Sweden under the same conditions
and at about the same prices as in Canada
to being cheap, freely available and of
excellent variety and quality in France,

taly, Germany and others. Strange that
the only drunks | saw were in Sweden.

Clothing. especially leather, is cheaper
in Canada.

Camping gear is aboul the same as in
Canada, but l: wider variety is offered.

Motorc rts originating in Japan
are ﬂl‘lt.!lp?: jnﬂmmﬂmmﬂiﬂn Eulr-n;’:r
naturally, Italian parts are cheapest in
Italy. BMW parts and accessories can be
bought in Germany at the lowest price,

elc.
Is is worth taking bike to Europe?
Biking in Europe is lovely, exciting. free.

Bikes can be rented there, but what's most
advantageous depends on your choice of
bike, which countries you want to travel
in, length of stay, what insurance cover-
age you wanl [for your own bike the min-
imum requirement is for PL & PD only.
rented bikes carry comprehensive). Col-
lect information on the different options
available, then decide.

There is something nice about tooling
around Europe on your own bike with
Canadian emblems and licence plates.
When stopping to take pictures of

. I was often invited to the festivi-
ties which included great food, drink and
sometimes lovely company. At camp-
grounds and hostels there is never need to
be lonely. It seems thal every European
hasat least two aunts and three cousinsin
Canada whom you simply must know:;
having established that you dont. you
then get around to getting to know the
sisters, nieces and daughters in Europe.

Europeans are friendly and hospitable,
the further south, the more so. It helps if
vou speak the local la , but almost
all Europeans speak English to the point
of understanding you. The countries are
50 close together and international trade
and travel is so commaon that multilingu-
alism is a way of life.

No one ever needs to be afraid of “not
fitting in". This year's bikers from Canada
incl students just out of school, a
dentist, a lawyer, some guys between jobs
and a couple of vice presidents of large
mpinin: in short, just ordinary people
panied by their girls, one couple even
wenlt each with their own bike.

The best approach, I thinkis, "Il youlike

:

:

you and me. Some guys were accom- 2

it. it's good for you; if it's good for you.do

i.” Biking in Europe is good foryou. O
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NEW PRODUCTS

- —

PORSCHE-DESIGNED HELMET
PIVOTS VISOR INSIDE
ITS PLASTIC SHELL

- .-|".

: \ CELLULITE

. CONSTRUCTION
TR —

Designed 1o reduce liring tingles, the
Absurber handlebars from MG Enter-
prises wane filled with [oam 'l-l'!:{h”}
packed with tiny cellulite 1_!'1'::l':-1. the bar
does not vibrate like a normal hollow one

will, says MC, aiding rider comiort ona

long ride. Avitlable in several differemt

bends (rom low rise lo custom crulser
They can be identified by the purplecaps
on the bar ends. Distributed by Di-Jer, K.

Bell Sales and Trans Can Imports.

.-"'F

Il may be expensive. but its a ol of leather and nvlon for the inlerior and i
cheaper than a 924 Turbo. It's the Porsche | the strap. The face shield mounts and Ruce pipes {rom DG lor the Yamaha

YZ125H are claimed to increase horse-

] i

heliet 1:'--*-:!.:-"--! by Porsche {or Roner. | pivals insicce I helimel Lo provice 10
one of Europe’s leading salely equipment | simoothes! possible surlace to minimize | sowerand credtecawider powerband than
|

. el !
companies. lhe (CP-3 polveuarbonaie air turbulence, A venl syvslem controts aie siock 1o lurn vour hille screamer inlo &
. . i I i B § e 9 | il KYEE | - Y o

| p—— ' . T TLHETHIE crreu Lilsor ipmvsiide e DeElmmael "‘n nrics® O LT 4% T ] ,'.'q:l'l,.ll.ar b i B l}t » ITHa00A .....Il
nelmel meels L]l Ml lgilel MRS H \ ITCu 1nan i .

standards. Il comes in extra-small to | about $200: information from Fich- | distributed by Aurora Cycle Supply and

'] { { ] s - b :|. -
exlra-large sizes and uses a combination | Wyckell International Lid | R&M Motocross Specipities.

{anadian Cyvele Accessories is building

«] for issuing with the company’s | gold. the medallions clip to the top of late

a new lour rack for Honda Interstate top Tim :
} . I i § g —— " f e suns B oo FrRd s g pah” PhsP 15 5 4 {El} ] : - rI }l ] I‘ i fa b
BONES Lonslr |:|__'r'-\.! 0 DEAavily ChOnnmisg 1 Tk II'I ' I.!' PR Oy SOrTEnr O NeEt .'I."'H.I' 1% LR L |-F RN Ll s MR NN -ll'hlﬂui.lu

1ubineg, the rack doesnt interfere withnor- | a series of four Harley-Davidson gas cap | finish protected with clear epoxy. Match-

mal opening of the box. Suggested retail | medalli ns with American eagle and Har ing sissy bar inser! available. From

Pl

579.95 ley logo motifs. Available in chrome or Harley-Davidson dealers

I8 CYLCLECANADA SUYWENBER 108



Find out what
our customers Know.

{ purchased a leather jJacket custom made
from you aboutl six yoars ago. It has given
excellent service  Thave deceded to replace
rtandget. .. pants made as well"™

Toronto, Ont.

Motorcycle Leathers.
From Treen.

S¢nd for our Catalogue. Only 1.
11020 -127 St. Edmenton, Alberta TSMOT2 [403] 452-8401

[ Lalfd fl.]."l'n.'l

convenience you might want 1o iy this
sissy Dar with zdippered pouch. Made by
Conneclicul Cyele Accessories, the baz
fealupes a new modular desiegn the com-
pany claims makes mounting (o various
machines easier than ever belore Sug
gested relail $106.25 from Boyes and
Rosser, Simplex Cycle or Torvan
1!“1”[3}3”:[:\
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PRODUCT TESTS

CANADIAN-MADE RAINSUIT IS

ABLE TO WITHSTAND A
HEAVY DOWNPOUR

Weather-Wise suit
is well designed

A rain suil called Monsoon had better
live up toits name. We're pleased toreport
that Monsoon gear will withstand a mon.
soon and the Canadian manulaclurer's
name of Weather Wise seems particularly
well chosen

Available in one piece or lwo-picce
styles, the Monsoon gear is made of nylon
coated with polyurethane. The jacket and
the upper part of the one-picce suit have
an inner lining of nyvlon that allows some
breathing near the body. reducing the
clammy feeling you get when a wet rain-
suit moulds itself to your form.

The full width of the back has a ventila-

tion slot. covered by a sewn-in strip of |

outer material about three centimelres
deep. to provide additional air.

The two-piece has a high-bibbed pairof
pants that are held up by elastic suspend.
ers permanenily altached to the panis.
The bottoms of cach leg are loose enough
that they're easy to put on or off even over
boots. Long plastic zippers and wrap-
around straps thal lecate by Velero pro-
vide a sealonce they'reon. Anelasticstrap
goes under the foot 1o hold the legs down
and prevent creeping up the rider's leg.
Cuffs seal in a similar {ashion, with
zippers and Velcro wrap-around straps,
The neck uses a high, corduroy-lined inle-
rior with a {lap thal again seals by means
of Velcro.

The suit’s few problems relate to cull.
neck and ankle sealing. The zippers are
large and easy to use even with gloves on,
but catch the loose nylon backing almosi
every time they're used. It's infuriating to
have to unjam the zippers most of the time
they're used. Sewing or sealing down the
backing would eliminate the problem.

The Velcro loop strips inall three places
should be bigger. As it is. the range ol
adjustment is somewhat limited, particu-
larly at the neck. where only aboul one
cenlimetre of Velero is provided. Either it
fits or it doesn’t. Again, merely sewing
more Velero in place would fix the thing
completely.

Inall other respects the suit isexcellent.
Pockets on the leflt breast and left knee
close with Velcro strips and are easily
accessible while riding. particularly the
one of the knee.
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Heavy-duty nylon repels rain
effectively. Bright blue color with orange
striping makes the rider highly visible.

Wearing the suit proves it comfortable

| except that the jacke! feels a bit sticky

after a half hour or so. a common fault of
nylon. A differemt lining might be the
licket here. IU's not a serious problem.
though. and worn over other oulerwear
vou'd likely never find it a problem.

The bib of thetwo-piece coverstherider
from the chest down, and from about mid-
back. Suspenders are elastic and adjust
over a wide range. The jacke! could use a
belt or elastic mid-section to reduce wind
W hlp, but again, it isn? loo bad as it is.

The entire suit is light enough to pack
easily. Either one folds into a package
small enough lor any lank bag or sad-
dlebax corner. The color is eleciric blue,
with vivid orange siriping on shoulders,
arms. back and both IH:-.L!‘I:.. It's casy o
gee, even in dim light. a good safety
feature,

Except for sume leakage around the
loose neck and a bit of soaking through
below the knee where the [abric is
stretched tight by the instep elastic, the
suil keeps the rider even on an unfaired
bike almosi Ltnlllplrh':}'dl} Evenin lormen-
tial thunderstorms. The one exceplion is
around the crotch, which svaksthroughin
fairly short order on un unfaired bike, The

one-piece suil was worse this way, per-
haps because the fabric was streiched
more lightly. It's excellent for up to an
hour, the longest we tried it in heavy rain
withoul a fairing. Another riderona 1981
CBX rode an entire day and found that
with the fairing's help he stayed dry
excepl for the neck leakage.

The Monsoon rainsuit offers excellent
protection and construction. it works well
and the double-stitched seams are treated
with sealing compound that’s dried and
sealed in by infrared heat, so they should
stay watertight a long time. The one-piece
suits list at $119.95 and the two-piece at
$139.95 from Action Accessories Lid., 77
Enterprise Dr.. London. Ont.. NBN 1AS,
[519) 681-0090. Also distributed by
Techno Sports, 5-3000 rue Watl, Ste. Foy.
Que.. G1X 3Y8, [418) 653-9203.

Vetter tank bag is
as big as you need

One of the aewest of many lank bags
patterned on the classic Eclipse is the
Vetter. Brought to you by the same lolks
who build Windjammer fairings and Vet-
ter luggage. the bag is one of the best of its
kind.

It adheres to the Eclipse model in that it
has a large ceniral compariment. two
medium-sized side pouches and adetach-
able rear pouch that can be clipped overa
belt and will serve as an exira pocket or
storage for cigarettes. wallet, etc. There's
a clear map pouch on top and a carrying
strap at the narrow rear end of the bag.

The bottom of the bag is covered in
artificial fleece that's intended to slip
harmlessly on a tank's paint without
scralching it. The system in our expe-
rience works pretty well as long as you
keep the fleece clean; dirt particles caught
in it will act like sandpaper on the paint
after a while.

The bag is built of the ubiquitous Cor-
dura nylon, which looks and feels some-
thing like fire canvas. The stufl resists
tearing, carries incredible amounts of
weight without complaint and streiches a
bit to accommodate invelerale over-
packers.

The material is also water-resistant,
but if you desire complete protection from
the wet you'll have to resort to tried and
true plastic bags. The Cordura is fine for
light intermittent rain, but it will soak



Veller bag will easily mount on almosi
any lank, carries enough lor a
comlortable weekend or a spartan week,

through eventually, starting at the seams

There are no stilleners in the body, but
the side pockels provide enough support
that the bag keeps it shape.

The mounting system is simpleand will
install on any bike in a couple of minutes
% ]ﬁll;l."" s r:".-|-.|'|"x some space t:ﬂr1 wedn
carburetors and [rame tubes. Two slraps
circle the tank and are joined together by
two more straps that run longitudinally
down the top of the tank. Al the lour
corners where the straps meel are melal
tabs into which snaps dot [asteners onthe
[our corners of the bag. Putting the bag on
or removing il takes only seconds. Snap it
on or pop it olf.

The straps on the tank are Cordura on
11|i'|- ",'l,.|,1|". |I'|lThi'Il'=11' A1h] l]‘lr Ihﬂlu:'l". 1|l.:l
grips the tank and won't slip. Those mate-
rials sandwich a4 nylon strap that leeds
right around the tank and back up |“'.i"==.I|F
buckle. It's easy to tighten the strapwitha
pull, and it loosens the same way. It won't
slack off by itself no matter how much
weight is in the bag

The only problem with the bag is that
the map pouch is a pain. Theopeningis ar
too small for the size of the transparent
window; gelling a |'r.|:l|1l. folded IMmap in
and out is time-consuming and annoying.
Other than that we had no problems. The
thing is easily big enough to hold enough
gear for one person travelling light for a
week or fully equipped for a weekend, it's
altralive — the sand-colored finish is neu-
tral and suits mos!t bikes — and it's built
well enough that it should last for years

The bag is expensive al a suggested

relail of $159.95, but it's one of the best

|:|i‘~==itll-i-'l'11 |J_‘. Ml
quelte Marketing Corp.. P.O. Box 3450,
Don Mills, Ont., M3C 202, (4 16) 495-9650

Chest protectora
valuable purchase

ones we ve fred

Endo. That terrible word all dirt riders
fear. There you are flying head [irsi
through the air, while the bike disappears
somewhere below and to the rear of you
Speclators look away and cringe in pain-
ful anti 1l ioan This iz going to hurl.

Bul you get up and walk back to your
hike with your body. il not pride intact
The route sheet holder was punc hed into
the odometer by your hest but you can
slill breathe and talk. Thank your
shoulder and ches! protector.

The Yoko molocross shoulder and chest
prolector from Finland is light, easy lopul
on and take off and comfortable alter 210
kKilometres of mud and slippery tranls. The
rider who used it mos! wasn’t used lo
wearing chest or shoulder protection
aside from a strong jacket. His earlier
encounter with chest guards had lelt him
feeling like a corseted Victorian matron: it
was an irritating conlraption that became
worse the Tarther he rode. Bul the Yoko
gear s l!|ffl'!r'!1:

It is easy lo gel used to. The secunng
straps run down from behind the neck and
across the lower back. A small plastic
spring clip holds them in place. The lower
strap, which is adjustable, can be made
tight enough 1o keep the chest protector
from moving. Only one hand is needed for

| undoing the lllp. Youll aAppreciale this

feature aftera long and lLining ride. Slotsin

| IJII_‘ Il’un‘. .Ih.I'I'F:I Yyiou l'l'h.l:.

The shoulder pieces are held on the
rider's arm by an elastic sirap and pivot
easily with the rider’'s movements

We expected it 1o be less comfortable
than it turned oul to be. Aller the first 15
minules, the rider forgets about it and it
doesn’t intrude on his concentration the-
reafter. We would no longer enter any
L',I':-:E uf uﬂ-:lr.ul L.thl!!lih!"!l.'.lun Or evien o
fast trail riding withoul this piece of pro-
fecthive equipment

That endo mentioned in the lirst para-
g .+}=h actually h.:p;'lt'nfd. and more than
once, In one riding session down a leal
|
| filled ravine, a large rock hidden in the

Protecling the muscles and tendons of
vour upper body is easy and relatively
cheap with a plastic prolector.

;u!r'-\. |rf [1:.|.'u"_-. '-"t"']-"r:"-":i Ihr; !II!JH '.."..hl_'l_']
dead. The rider went straight over the
bars. with enough lorce to bend them and
landed shoulder-first on yvel another large
rock

Normally, that's enough lor atrip 1o a
hospital. But although slightly stunned,
our rider (ell no pain and proceeded Lo
beat his handlebar back into shape belore
riding oll again

The proof of any pudding — or riding
gear — 15 in the cating. When youeatit but
good in a crash like thal and can walk
away, you become a believer. We
wouldn't ride hard without one

Suggested list price is $61.95. Distrib-
uted by Kari Products, 25 Brookridge Dr..
Scarborough. Ont.. MIP 3M3, [416) 757-
Fa LD J

SMOVESRER 1as)
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RAPID
TRANSIT
TOURING

Megc:—mﬂfor tour bikes are fruly af

home only on the open road with @

rider who hos a heavy enough hand.

s — e —

ngines are what these two bikes are all
about. They're touring bikes, and will
carry greal quantities of luggage with a
rider and passenger as far and as fast as
anyone could want.

But any number of smaller bikes will do the
same thing. If the person who buys one of these mon-
sters is honest with himself, he'll have to admit that
he just flat likes horsepower.

Not that there's anything wrong with that.
Horsepower does wonderful things for heavy loads,
for uphill roads and for shortening the elapsed time
between two points, things that serious tourers all
have to worry about. Honda and Kawasaki both
realized this when they decided to build their respec-
tive big tourers, but went aboutitinentirely different
ways.

" We chose these two bikes because they're both
new for 1981 and they both fall loosely into the cate-
gory of sport tourers. The CBX engine has been
around since 1978, but everything else on the bike is
new from the fork to the tail section. Nineteeneighty-
one is the first vear for the Kawasaki, although its
engine shares a great deal with the GPz1100 and
KZ1000] models, and as such can trace its ancestry
back to 1973 and the first £-1.

The fully decked Honda is obviously aimed at
the up-market grand touring position held almost
exclusively by the BMW R100 RS. The European
riding position, integrated fairing and luggage con-
tainers and high-tech approach to performance all
shout touring with a healthy dose of sport laid over
the top.

The Kawasaki is much more in the tradition of
Japanese tourers of the past. It comes to you naked
from the factory, ready for the owner’s personal
touch to transform it into the vehicle of his dreams.
We wondered how much it would take to match the
integrated, factory-to-you approach of the CBX, and
if indeed you could easily and cheaply build your
own sport touring machine. t]
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TOURING

To approximate the CBX fairing's wind
proteciion we mounted a Shoei FM-2
{airing 1o the Kawasaki's handlebar, and
o malch the CBX s luggage capacily we
used the Skookum-Pak sofl saddlebags
tested in the September issue. The Kawa-
saki chassis has enough suspension
adjustments to keep any handling fiddler
happy. Setlings from ;1'.|.-1|‘1 1o Muck truck
stifl are as close as your lire pump.

We chose a tour route of about 3,000 km
that covered every kind of road you llever
find, from ‘rl.iliH'I""-1I'.'=ll:1|!l four-lane to
baseball-sized rocks on a construclion
road bed. To give the comf{ort levelsof the
machines a true torlure [est we allowed
ourselves mﬂj«. four days for the inp.
including one reserved for pholography.
Tweo 5a.m. lo 7 pm, days showed us how
well vou could live with each machine
Weather 1.::1;.:r_-d from pl':fn { summets
weather to heavy rain and cold.

How Kawasaki did it

As muchalter asbelorethe trip. impres-
sions of the engines of the twobikesdomi-
nale discussion of them. The Kawasaki is
b far the more convenlional of the two,
with its four cylinders of two valves each
Unlike its GPz stablemate, lour carbure-
tors are [itted, which reduces cost! and
complexity somewhal. things thal may
wiell matier more 1o touring rders thanto
the all-out sport riders who'd want the
{uel-injected L%

The gearbox is the same as in the GPz.
even tothe internal ratios, but ataller final
drive rsilio s fqlfrl.l ]'.1:I.-I!|:|:I". s |.:I:|. shafl,
a greal benefit to touring nders. IU's one
less componen! to lubricate and toadjust,
and vour luggage and back stay much
cleaner. The laller linal drive raliogivesa
more relased rde al crusing hiH'l'l:I as the
engine is lurning about 300 rpm less at 100
kmh

Wheelbase is fractionally longer than
the GPz's at 1.545 mm compared o 1,540,
The extra is accounted {or up front. where
there's 125 mm of lrail compared o 120
Rakeis thesameonboth KZandGPeal 29
dearees. The frames are different in that
the KZ engine has an additional rubber
mount; on the GPz the upper rear engine
mount is rigid to resist fluctuations in
chain tension. It is not a problem on the
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shall-equipped K7 and so rubber is
added to further smooth out engines
pulsations

Suspension on the shaltie is also differ-
ént from that of the GPz It has a leading
axle fork. where the CPr's is centre-
mounted, and the air caps on the KZ are
joined so that youdon't havetofiddleinan
altemp! to malch pressures. At the rear,
air shocks replace the multi-adjustable
conventional units of the GPz. The KZ
shocks also have a common air filler: it's
hidden under the hinged seat butiseasyto
A hi:u",u' [ hie 2eal 15 DN,

-].ill' '1.l1l.H. L"q !'I.l'n.:‘ ful_:r FHI"‘-I.'.lrIr'."b.. fq:-:
changing the damping rate, adjustable by
turning a small dial at the topof the shock
[t's not quile as casy as twisting theentire
top of the collar as you doon the GPz. but
it's no great problem regardless

A nice touch, one shared by the CBX. is
the inclusion of a pressure gauge in the
too] kit, ‘-h-'ﬂr'!hi:u.: that should be stand-
ard on any air adjustment-equipped bike.
Air pressure range on the forks is 7.1-10
psi. while the rear range is 5.7-21 psi. For
those who cant resist overloading the
1I:El'l.;|lj.|1l' 190 kg load capacily. absolute
maximaof 36 and 71 psiare recommended.

Tubeless tires, either Dunlops or Brid-
gestones in 3.25H-19 and 130/90H-16
sizes, are {itted 1o Kawasaki’s own caslt
wheels, Our test unit was [itted with Brid-
gestones, and while Ehu'],' didnt wear
much in 5700 km and stick reasonably
well in normal conditions, traction is
mediocre on wet pavement. Use them up
and change them for better rubber at the
lirst opportunity.

In appearance the KZ1100A is typical
Kawasaki and about as dilferent lrom the
CBX as it's [luml]rfl' to get. It looks touch
and burly and massive. It reminded sev-
eral people of a Yamaha XS-11:not flashy
fast, but tough-guy don't gel in my way
fast. It's a look that breeds respect in
onlookers and in fellow riders whopullup
alongside at traflic lights.

Finish of paint and chrome seemed bet-
ter than on some other Kawasakis we've
tested in recenl years. The paint is an
unusual metallic blue with red and gold
pinstriping. It's not much like the paint on
most bikes, and it seemed that more non-
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riders than riders liked it. another proof
for the theory that motorcyclists are a
prelty tr Wditional lot in most we Vs

Most seemed to think it was as good-
looking and well-linished a pr oducl as
Kawasaki Heavy Industries has turned
out for a while. The little black accessory
fairing that we [i Ht‘l:{ seemed to suit the
bike even though it's mostly planes and
angles while the H.!\\-iﬁ--li\tl"l shapes are
rounded. The black color and business-
like appearance [it in well with the KZ's
airof PUrpose: ulness.

Honda CBX's
new incarnation

Purposeful is an adjective thal can be
applied equally well to Ihl.' Honda. There
are {few motorcycles in the world that so
plainly declare Look at me! or Arrest me!
depending onw hether it sstationary orin
molion. You just know it has lo be fas!.
Gas station altendants are disappointed
to learn that it's"only™ geared for Z10km/h
and won't break into the 11-second
bracket al the drag strip.

Yet the appearance of speed doesn’t put
off the run-of-the-mill onlooker; il's so
well assembled, painted and {inished that
even old ladies totter over to admire its
lines. They apparently think that if you
own something so pretty, you must be a
good person. It's to be hoped your local
police force thinks the same way.

When Honda decided to give up trying
to beat GS1100s and such at their own
game and find another niche for the
incredible six. the company pitched
everything but the engine and started
over again. The 24-valve six-cylinder
engine has been slightly changed in sev-
eral minor ways o aid longevity and
broaden the power band. It's still far from
a torquey engine, but is somewhat less
peaky than s predecessors. Neverthe-
less, the changes are minor enough that
you can think of the 1981 version as the
same molor as that of last year.

Steering gromelry has beenchanged.as
have the fork tubes themselves. The big-
pesl single change comes al the rear,
where a version of Honda's Pro-Link
single-shock suspension sysiem now
keeps the wheel apart from the fenderand
in contact with the ground

Up front, [ork tube diameler i1s now a
heflty 39 mm. Rake is 20.5degrees, up from
27.5 on earlier models, while trail is stll
120 mm. Interconnected air caps allow
I':m--!umu:... of suspension action, with a
range of seven to 13 psi recommended.

At the rear the Pro-Link uses air as its
primary suspension medium. There is a
coil spring as well, butit's there primarily
in case of air pressure failure. A sensor
keeps track of air pressure; should it fall
oo low, a red light on the instrument
sanel warns the rider to keep his speed
below 80 kmvh.



[J.IIE'Ii:I.'.“.:.; 15 r.n:]?. .:d!:q:mi.;h!r'_ The air
pressure filler is behind the right side
}L!:‘.t':r..'ll:l -'!".1']'1L."=!I_-i.ll.
adjusiment is just beside that, outside the

cover. It's possible to reach down and

1L.:'|r.li:lf||: 1:'.|;'|:Jl_:|;==!_:

adjust it while riding if vou dont mind
taking your hand ofl the throltle. There
are three positions from soft to hard, and
the difference between them is imme
:!:.1I1'|1_.' noticeable

The Pro-Link, aided by the air pressure
springing. provides a progressive rate of
spring action and damping control. The
turther the shock is compressed, the more
:hl' |l‘1.1'r.i'.,;r' rafio 1}:.|."|'.;r':-. i) .'!:.|.| :':||'
shock resisls movemen! more and more.
This allows il, in thes ry. lo 1:'|-'.r]--;: |
smooth, relaxed ride that is ]‘Il.‘hh and
comiortable over U
firm enough to maintain control withoul

e little bumps and

bat toming over the worse stufl.

The other fancy mechanical change to
this yvear's CBX is a new sel of brakes. The
fronl rotors are internally vented like
those of some high performance cars.
Each is an impressive piece of casting that
lels air flow though the discs radially as
well as axially near the hub, '.*..:‘,r.'q-.rl“,a-
discs are open in a fashion similar to that
ol having holes drilled through

The calipers doing the clamping are the
excellent dual-piston units fitted to other
big Honda sireet bikes. They actuate a
longer and narrower than usual se! of
brake pads, which work well in the wel
and are claimed to ofler better mechanical
advantage than standard pads because
more of the clamping force is near the
||I.,I."-.il:Er r;f 1]-|.|. rmaling |!|'\.|

Whether it's the venti ne. the cal IPETS 01
a combination of both, we think the CBX
has the current ultimate in stree! brakes
Limited only by the traetion of the front
lire, the CBX elfortlessly haulsdown from
speeds nearing 180 kmvh time afler lime
[at the drag strip) without [ading orother
wise [rightening the rider. They are
Impressive

The mos! obvious aspect of the new
CBX iz the bodywork. From laining nose
to saddlebag tip, the entire machine looks
as though it was carefully designed in a
wind tunnel. [t was, Fairing position and
shape and also saddlebag size were deter-
mined alter extensive wind tunnel work

The Il.l_!._';'ﬁ it close to the bike and lock in
;:l:.ll.d' with the ignilion lhl':l.. A h.]'.:!ll‘.:.:
cylinder lock pins the top of the bags in
place after the botlom is snapped on loa
rail mounted to the [rame; they don't wob-
ble or shake at any speed we travelled.
over any road surface

The same key operates the two locks on
each bag. As is the case with the luggage
on olher Honda touring bikes, the ignition
key operates all the locks and the latches
can be leflt locked or unlocked as vou
prefer. These bags are a bit smaller than
those on the Silver Wing Interstate, but
have a similar shape and also have the
same elastic strapping inside to help hold
vour luggage in place. Again like the
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Silver Wing bags. the CBX's have a small
scissors hinge that holds the open part of
the bag horizontal whileit's on the bike. It
pops off and the bag will lay flat for pack-
ing. Four small rubber feet let the bag
stand on its own when it's ofl the hike.

The lairing is narrow and presents a
clean shape to the onrushing air. It offers
excellent protection from the neck to
below the knees, but falls down in cover-
ing the hands. arms and head. The mirrors
mounted to the fairing do act as hand
fairings to a degree, but they
work better in theory than in
practice in that respect.

The worst problem is the
severe head buffeting that the
low windscreen produces. It's
actually worse than riding
without a fairing. where al
least the wind pressure is
fairly steady in one direction.
The fairing seems to direct an
unending series of severegusls
directly at the rider’s head. It's
noisy and tliring.

Ducking down behind the
screen changes the world com-
pletely. Suddenly there isnl a
sound other than the subdued

weight after you'vespent some time on the
CBX: not only is it 36kg lighter according
to claimed dry weight, bul it doesn't carry
as much up high and doesn’t haveasmuch
on the front wheel. Consequently it steers
with much less eflort, aided by thegreater
leverage of the wheelbarrow-type
handlebar.

The CBX. however, is considerably
more wobble-free. The KZ tends to start
undulating through almost any comer al
much over 100 kmvh, while the Honda
tracks straight and true. In a high speed
sweeper, the CBX will also pick up a bit of
aweave. but itisnt nearlyasbadasthatof

If it gets too stll, ride quality sulfers
and just as bad, the rear end starts bounc-
ing around, There's enough slop in the
drive line to muke throttle control more
than a bit awkward at such times. We
recommend leaving it a bit sofler and
using the engine to work around the cor-
nering deliciency.

What the CBX gains in handling. the
Kawasaki gains in motor. It's the closest
thing to the irrssistable force we've yel
run across in motoreyeling. The Honda
goes like hell at the slightest provocation:
the Kawasaki kicks sand in its headlight
and walks away from it in an acceleration
contest in any gear. from any
speed.

Not that the Honda is slow:
it"s without a doubt fast
enough to fry your eveballs
unless you've lived on a steady
diet of high performance for a
number of yvears. The Kawa-
saki is just that much stronger.

Torque is the name of the
game. The Honda works belter
the faster it spins: the
Kawasaki seems to be in ils
powerband as long as it's run-
ning. Whacking open the throt-
tle at any rpm results in
strained arm muscles and
squawks of complaint from

mechanical humming from

Orce moning, sze ond weght of megotouers oren't peoblems.

anyone who happens to be on
the back.

the complex valve gear
of the six and the lovely howling whine of
all the gears and shafts spinning away
below. The ride would be delightful if
Honda would raise the screenenough that
the rider could enjoy it all the time,
instead of only when crouched in behind
the screen.

It's so quiet thal youcan hear the sound
of the tires rolling along the highway. The
stock Dunlop Gold Seals are similar in
performance 1o the Bridgestones on the
Kawasaki. Both manufacturers use either
brand interchangeably. depending on
supply at the time of manufacture. Tire
life is good, and traction is acceptable in
ideal situations, but you'll appreciate bet-
ter rubber if you ride hard or in bad
weather.

Traction of the [ront tire of the CBX jus!
disappeared on one petrified rider in the
rain at moderate speeds on a [reeway
ramp. Other riders complained that the
CBX's front often felt vague and that the
tire seemed to slide excessively when cor-
nering or braking hard. We're not talking
about racing. but about normal brisk
street riding.

Premium motorcycles demand pre-
mium tires. Riders with older-model
CBXs have told us that Continentals or
top-quality Dunlops such as K181s work
magical changes to their bikes; we think
the same would be true with the 1981
model.

On the cpen rood

The Kawasaki feels like a feather-
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the Kawasaki and doesn’t appear until
much higher speeds have been reached.

The CBX is a little more reluctant lo
change direction at speed: one rider
likened it to coaxing a train into a corner.
There's # lot of mass that you must con-
vince to change direction. Still. only the
speed of response is affected: the bike will
da it if the rider wants to work at il.

Of the two bikes. the CBX is the hands-
down winner in any handling contest.

Evervone agrees that the predictability
of the Honda is preferable to the hair-
trigger response of the Kawasaki. The
fault seems to be in the rear shocks: they
permit a pogoing motion that alternately
increases and decreases thebike'spushon
the front end. which makes it try to
wander. [t happens too quickly for youto
adjust for each movement. Best lo slow
down a it and let all the bits of the bike
calch up lo one another again.

We think the Shoei fairing made the
wobbling worse. as we've noliced the
problem on other FA-2-equipped bikes,
Bul we're coavinced it wasn't the entire
problem,

Adjusting the air pressureanddamping
didn’t make much difference. With the
fork at the maximum of 10 psi and the rear
a bitover the 21 psi maximum thebikefelt
more controlled. but it lost out in ride
quality and ability to absorb bumps. The
CBX always delivers a reasonably plush
ride no maltter how high things are dialed
up. but the Kawasaki works best with the
rear toward the middle of its adjustments.

In the big city

Despite the awesome powerontap from
the twao bikes, they're both models of civil-
ity. The Honda has a conveniently located
choke on the left handlebar. while the
Kawasaki has a push-pull arrangement
with an intermediate position located
near the left carburetor. The Honda's is
casier to use, but with both bikes starting
is a matter of using [ull choke to start,
going to the hall-way position to ride fora
block or two, then flipping them off.

The Honda needed more rpm to get off
the line and has a slightly touchier clutch.
It also has a more recalcitrant gearbox,
although neither one is as good as we'd
like.

The Honda missed shifts going up into
second and third gear often enough that
we stopped blaming the riders for it. The
Kawasaki, on the other hand. missed
shifts going down from fifth and fourth
quite often.

The Honda had the additional problem
of a lving neutral light thalt somelimes
came on in first. That led toone zero km/h
spill and a dented left-side crash bar when
the starter butlon was pushed. The
clutches on both machines were strong
and survived the drag strip and hard use
in the hills without complaint.

Despite the heavier feel of the Honda, it
isnt much more difficult in low-speed
manoeuvres Than the Kawasaki. The sad-
dle is narrow enough that even relatively
short riders can reach terra firma without



problems, and once the bike is moving it
loses the top-heavy feeling that terrifies
those not used to the machine. Even plonk-
ing through traffic or doing full-lock 1)-
turns. the CBX is not the handful you'd
expect. Just be carelul where you put your
feet when you stop; oneslipand you'vegol
a heavy lilt ahead of you.

The Kawasaki's light lront end makes it
easier to ridearound town and the torquey
engine lets you gel away without shifting
as much .For these reasons the KZ is the
better choice as an around-town bike, but
anyone who buys a 100-plus horsepower
lnul'.'lrl:].rll. for its lummuhnj.. case
has missed the boat. We think
both of these touring monsters
do a good job of being
civil and reasonably manage-
able when they aren’t in
their element of the open

rllild.
Living with them

Once you're rolling. the
comfort factor becomes
important, The CBX has a
sealing position similar to thal
of the Yamaha X]650 Seca —
the bars are fairly low and
forward, the pegs areabit back
and the seat locates youwell in
relation to both. Your u.'mghl
is spread across all three

the tripmeter are in a flat-faced box
separale [rom the main instrument
cluster. [t1's possible to read the tripme-
ter. but not the total figure. The Honda
instruments are all together, angled
toward the rider. The s lr'l.du;:n-l_'*h:r
scale looks a bit l.-ll”lll'l!'d with both
mph and km/h scales, but the mph scale
issmaller thanonsomeotherbikes thal
still have both and it isn't as intrusive
when you're trying to read the meter.
Both bikes excel al vision in the mir-
rors. The Kawasaki barvibrates abit at
idle. butassoonastherpmisabovethat
level the mirrors smooth out and stay

locations, minimizing the
strain on your back and butt that an
overly upright position will cause on the
leng haul.

The only [lies in the ointment are the
too-low windscreen mentioned pre-
viously. and the seal. I's too hard, and it's
loo narrow. The narrowness we can
understand: il’s the only way to allow
smaller riders to touch the ground. The
hardness is more difficult 1o forgive:
numb bum sets in early and gets more
severe the longer you sil. The saving grace
is that the seat is easy enough to move
around on, although the shape does tend
to return you to one spol eventually. Rid-
ers who like to move around on the bike
while cornering will think it's ideal.

Riders generally like the control and
instrument set-ups on both. The Honda's
is very jet-lighterish. with short, stubby
needles and red-orange lighting. Both
have good horns and quartz headlights.
The Kawasaki's light is best by far. espe-
cially on low beam. The Hondacould usea
fuel gauge since it"s so thirsty, but the way
il worked out we usually stopped for a
break [rom the saddle just about the time
the bike was ready to go on reserve.

The Kawasaki has a new single switch
for the starter and the kill button. Riders
leery of lancy electrics weren'timpressed,
but it never acted up. There's also an auto-
matic tum signal canceller that has the
usual distance/time calculation feature.
Some liked it, some didn’t. 's easy lo use.

A quirk of the KZ is that you can't
read the odometer while riding. It and

that way right to top speed. The Hon-
da’s mirrors simply never vibrate.
They have a unique mounling system
that allows them to be folded {lat {or-
ward or back. The mirrors have a
memory and return 1o their original
position at a push of the linger. Adjusting
them requires that you move them intwo
directions at once — up and back. or [or-
ward and down — or they just retumn lo
where they started. Fancy.

Vibration on either machine is an
academic point. You can detect a slight
high-frequency tingle inthe CBX s bars
and pegs at highway speeds and the KZ
bar shakes a bit at idle. That's it. Pas-
sengers on either bike don't feel even
that much.

Speaking of passengers. they're
much happier on the Kawasaki. The
seal is better shaped.the pegsarelower
so the legs can stretch more — they
must be high on the Honda to angle
knees around the saddlebags — and
there's a decent grab rail atl jus! the
right height. The Honda has two hand-
holds moulded into the body section
below the seat, but only one person
found themuselul. Everyoneelse found
them much too low to be of any help in
hanging on.

Packing for a trip is in some ways
easier on the Kawasaki despite the
Honda's saddlebags. Installing a tank
bag on the CBX is awkward because of
the tight fit between the carbs and the
frame tubes. which makes it hard toget

Fowascla hos o lock that msers o pn o lock confresiond

=

a strap through. The other problem is
that the swoopy bodywork at the back
of the tank makes it hard to move a bag
well back on the tank to get it away
from the controls when the bar is turned.

The KZ has small pegs welded onto the
grab rail that serve as attachment points
for bungee cords. It makes strapping on
luggage so much easier

On the other hand, the Honda's bags
are big enough for a week's worth of
clothes and foul weather gear, o add-
ons aren't as necessary. The fact that
they're easily detachable is a big plus.

When you're safely ensconced in
vour motel sauna, your
bike will be safer than
mosl, no maller which one
vou have. The Honda comes
wilh a length of braided
cable in one saddlebag. The
small looped end wraps
around the bike and a solid
object, then goes back through
the big looped end and locks
onto the helmet lock.

The Kawasaki has another
good idea. a centrestand lock.
II's a simple pin lock operated
by the ignition key that
prevents anyone from rolling
the bike off its centrestand.
There's also an optional cable
lock available. If you buy it.
vou can store ol inside your
fmmr one of the rear downiubes has an
opening with a rubber cap. You
just slide the cable inside when it's not in
use.

Troubles

Over a week's hard running. neither
bike developed any serious problems. The
Honda’s rear tire vanished by the end of
the trip, but by that time there wer= 13,000
km on it. Not bad considering the horse-
power and weight. We learned to watch
out for the Honda's neutral light, too,
which consistently came on before the
transmission was in neutral,

The Kawasaki started to use a bit of oil.
It leaked around the No. 1 cylinder from
the head gasket. and occasionally smoked
from the lefi-hand pipe. We've heard that
its a common complaint of CPz and
KZ1100 owners. It didnt seem to alfect
the bike's performance, which remained
at the Superman level throughout thetest.

Before we left on the tour the Honda
developed a bad flat spot in engine
response which go! worse and worse,
finally stretching most of the way up to
3.000 rpm. The ignition advance unit had
not been tightened down properly and
when the lock nut loosened the advancer
started backing out, affecting ignitiontim-
ing. It was part-way f[inished boring its
way through the ignition pulser plate,
which had to be replaced. That would
have been a major problem on the road.

Tools supplied with the bikes aren’t

Continuad on Page 44
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ENDURABILITY

250 cc of Con-Am's tal, sim Orange Crush

m—

ver nolice how many

Can-Ams there are al

enduros? Orange is the

dominant hue. Do so
many people buy Can-Ams
because they havea reputation
for winning or do they win so
many évents because they are
0 common on the starting
line?

What aboul the legendary
reliability and durability?
Does that materialize for the
average rider or do they last
only for the person who knows
"just what to do™?

We put a 250 Qualifier
through a long term test of
more than 2,000 hard kilo-
metres in enduros. on trail
rides and a tough expedition
into the backwoods of Quebec.
With QEnErous abuse and
neglect we pitled the legend
agains! reality. Here's what we
found.

In his very flirst enduro, the
rider on the Can- Am trophied.

No big deal, mind you, but it

tather of all ruts. They contri-
bute much to the bike's superb
stability over rough ground at
speed

Rear suspension unils are
gas Girlings which have
acquired a dubious repulation,
for no particular reason.
Throughout our test they
remained in perlect shape.
never leaking or fading. They
are not as good as Ohling but
are much cheaper and [or the
average and even above-
average rider, more than
adequale.

Rims are Sun shod with
Dunlop tires. The rims are
repuled by theendurocrowd 1o
be the best. Spokes will loosen
once, then bed in and require
only minor tuning. None broke
l.'d"-.pr?r hitting Saping holes at
'\:II'I'I:E

The headlight number plate
leaves room lor improvement.
The fender blocks much of the
light going to the ground and
while may be of little

this

tells much about the ability of
the stocker when the going is
rough. The event was more than 200 km
long and had the usual deep waler cross-
ings. muddy bogs. slimy uphills and slip-
pery downhills. The bike never gave
trouble, never loaded up, never stopped
running like a brick you-know-what.
Hmmm.

It feels and looks different from any
olher enduro bikes on the markel. The
appearance of the Qualifier series is. ahm,
unique. Some think it is ugly. others don't
care. As far as we are concerned, beauty is
as beauly does. Finishing or trophying in
an enduro is better than winning a beauty
contesl. There is a rumor that the person
who designed the body pieces also design
luggage for Samsonite. The appearance

—

The ConAm 250 Gualder & shm, powerdd ond unbrecioble

does lend to substantiate that.

Our test bike was straight out of the
crate with a staffer involved in the as-
sembly and preparation from the start. [I
is amazing what you learn about a bike
when you can pul it together. Few get such
a chance. Most people buy their bikes off
the dealer's showroom floor already
assembled.

The components are lop-qualily mate-
rial and reflect the Can-Am factory’s
policy of buying various parts from out-
side sources that are acknowledged the
best. The forks are 35 mm Marzocchi
spring-air units with 250 mm travel. With
7.5 psi they work just fine, especially
when you gel surprised by the grand-

I you're 0 good encugh rder, the 250 Qualler wil rise 10 the cccosion. Fost,
cpon fre roads o igh, gnaried, muddy sactons pose no probiom lor the ConAm

importance to an enduro com-

petitor who rides the bikeonly
during the day. at night onthetrail visibil -
ity is reduced. The light should be higher,
and have a plastic screen over the glass
lens. Ours was broken by a rock-throwing
thumper. Most of the competition have
plastic covers. The Can-Am should too.

The seat is comfortable and durable. It
ig firm but not hard and shrugs off rough
use. [t has developed no sags or holes and
is a treat for the posterior on a long ride.
Very lew seals on dirt machines can come-
pare with the 250 Qualilier’s. Most riders
found the seal, {oolpeg and hapdlebar
relationship ideal, both in the woods and
on the wide-open stretches.

The exhaust system tucks in nicely and
never bothers the rider. It is quiet, much
quieter than mos! off-road bikes. Even
more surprising considering the quiet, is

the power. Can-Ams have always had a

SNWEAINE 6 I CYCI FECANADA 97



QUALIFIER

reputation for plenty of horsepower but
this enduro bike withcompromise porting
and quiet exhaust j:suls out the kind of
power that makes riders look twice at the
engine to make sure it is really just a 250.
Rotary valve induction and an excellent
Bing carb gives it that top-end rush.

Shilting through the six-speed gearbox,
the bike feels peaky. It will easily lift the
front wheel in the lirst three gears and
sometimes even fourth. Inone enduro, the
tester almost looped the motorcycle in
fourth gear when he shifted out of thirdon
a slight rise while racing for the first place
on atight trail section that was comingup.
Near crash and all, he got there first.

The first ride through a tight. nasty
seclion was an eyve-opener. There is all
kinds of torque right off idle and the bike
which felt somewhat peaky on the open
section would also play trials bike in the
woods. Unlike many two-strokes, it
doesn't load up or foul.

The 250 Qualifier has a dual-purpose
powerband. Let the revs drop and the bike
will slog its way through all kindsof nasty
stuff. The flywheel is heavy enough to
smooth out the power pulses and give
traction on the slippery surfaces found in
the typical enduro section, but light
enough to allow the engine to put out the
beans when the rider demands. It's like
having a choice between Clark Kent and
Superman with a twist of the throttle.

Handling is forgiving. Inanenduro, you
never know what is going tobearound the
next corner or the next rise. And most of
the time you're going too fast to come loa
stop anyway. So you gril your teeth,
tighten the grip on the bars and prepare
for the worst. Nine limes out of ten, the
worst will bea jolt as the fork soaksupthe
impact and the rider carries on as usual.

Picture this. You're in the infamous
Massassauga Enduro peat bog screaming
flat out in third over the bushes trying to
avoid a “black hele”. Naturally. you hit
one and the front wheel stops. right now.
Our tester flew partially over the bars, hit
his helmet on the front fender but didn't
crash. He didn’t feel better for it bul he
stayed up on two wheels. That's forgiving
handling!

You'll be glad for the great handling of
the 250 Qualifier. thanks to the strong
chrome-moly frame and good suspenders.
but there is one glaring fault on the Can-
Am that makes this almost a necessity.
The brakes are among the worst we have
experienced.

It has been said that Can-Ambrakes are
abad copy of a bad Rickmandesign. Ithas
also been said that there are two ways of
looking at an enduro brake. Make it
almost waterproof and it never dries out
when water eventually gets in, or make it

A common view or the oppostion. Lordings
ore oSy Thonks 10 the surdy Suspension,
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Why more and more
motorcyclists are turni
to Cycle Canada.
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QUALIFIER

casy to get in and then out. We donl
subscribe tothe latter theory. Recent mod-
els from competitors have very good
brakes and properly routed [ront cables.
Top Can-Am riders have brake setups
which are decidedly non-stock. The
slockers. especially the front, have no
place on an otherwise high quality
machine. Be prepared 1o pull them apart
aflter every muddy event toclean the crud
oul.

With the superb disc-valve engine there
is no need for an overhaul after every
event. Aflter all the hard hours of abuse
heaped on the 250inenduros, it nevereven
whimpered. In normal use the Qualifier’s
powerplant should last anentire seasonof
enduros with maybe rings and a hone job
at the end. Magnesium cases keep weight
down.

One rider we met while trail riding had
this to say about his 250 Qualifier: "1 don't
ride enduros but | wanted something fast
and the motocrossers are too loud and
illegal in many places. | can ridemy Quali-
fier all weekend and not have to be
wrenching all week, ¢ither. | like to ride,
not practise mechanics. Also it is quiet
and people appreciate that.,”

The gearbox on the 250 Qualifier is nol
as crisp as on the [apanese bikes. It does
nol snick into gear aseasily asmostothers
and although it can be shiflted without the
clutch. the engagement is muchmore posi-
tive when the clutch lever is given a stab.
Sometimes the rider has lo prod the lever
twice lo engage o gear. False neutrals pop
up occasionally.

The clulch stands up well to harsh use
and although it will drag a bit when
slipped heavily in a bad enduro section. it
never slips under load. Pull at the Magura
lever is stiffer than on most Japanese
bikes.

Aside [rom the long-term durability of
the machine, the 250 refuses to quil in
even the toughest event. It just keeps on
running. While this is in part due to the
high quality of he components. there are
some unique design features which are
signiflican! o reliability.

The air intake is behind the seat. Air
flows below the aluminum scat base lo a
K&N gauze filler covered with a foam
sock. The filter lits in a depression witha
drain hose lor the inevitable waler. Air
then goes into a huge still-air box which
supplies the German-made Bing carbure-
tor. The volume of the air box contributes
to the ability of the engine to breathe and
thus make plenty of horsepower. The rear
of the box doubles as an inner rear fender.

Drowning the 250 is near impossible,
though it isn't quite as good as the high-
breather frames that Can-Am has on the

The 250 Qualder’s lorgving handing
s on guset when you're not sure st
whit & on the other sido of the ump.
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UALIFIER

the 400 Qualifie

T st ]:-1 I ;:.c!

MoloCrossers and

-“:nﬁr f:.l::;l"\ rowte Qir s

the headlight the cleanest and highest
point of the frame —
backbone tubwe. If A
deeper waler than the 250 Qualifier

1
nask and svwim lins

down through the

ou want o g0 intlo

allows. Thi 4",'.:=U i

The élecirical sVsiem is a maeneto CD]
built by Bosch. Earlier Can-Ams often
suffered from black boxes that quit,
stranding the rider or making slarting
very hard. Our test bike never fouled a
p!l;';.:m gave lrouble tostart, ever. Weonly
changed the plug once, and that was just
in preparation {or
original was still working line

The true test ol nider conlidence in the

a tough enduro. The

machine came when we were selecting
I:I-|:H:l:l.-.l'\- for the .::‘.r‘.L:.|: l"l.:rl'-||.'!I|-r:
organized by Moto Journal, our Montreal-
based sisher l':,l'::|.|'..|-:: | it ;:-:.li;:;l'.i
four davs in desolate Duebec back woods
canbecome alot longer with anunreliable
machine. We ::..::-._ 'E:t'q'!‘ilj';;'-r-xl"l'r.|‘,:'_"|-|:_l

It never even hinted at trouble. After
600 kilometres in lourdavs. iwoindriving
rain, we were impressed. The bike was
hl',n,|j. loaded with camping gear ang
gasoline, and speeds were high. Trying to
keep up with a 400 Qualilier and a Honda
XR500 on a sweeping, 50-kilometre-long
dirt road, the Qualifierwasrunat over 110

kv b

Sl . 5 ; .
KTV N SDE CGHY Aanc Ml useEl 1o even Celo

nate on the low-octane local gasoline

Aside [rom the brake deficiencies men-
tioned carlier, there are a few small points
that should be looked after. The sidestand
15 loo straight and long: on level ground
the bike isn’ VEry Secune Fuel capacily
should be ¢ bike 15 pood for
about 100 kilometres hefore the 10t resof
32:1 premix run dry. I1's barely good
enough for most enduros but a little more
capacily would help

The handlebar has a good *\.]I.'IH' far
mosl riders but bends easily. A sturdy
chrome-moly bar would be more in keep-
ing with the bike's other h;*.:h-l._llj.ll'lr'!.'

greater: 1h
b
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COmMponen!s
It streiches and kinks and wears
EXpEnsive 'hr'lllll':l\.,l 1%, An

would reduce

|
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L=-ring chain
and
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[herwise, the legend is

true alter all

The 250 Oualilver 15 & Tast and durable

cle that has the potential to ket

Rotoryvalved Bomborder engne puls out
enouah Dower b ong wheeles of soeed

yvou on key lime. Every bike has its weak
points and Can-Am's 250 Qualifier is no
exceplion, bul thanks to quality parts
where it counts the moslt, it keeps running
" -

hard in the long run -

SPECIFICATIONS
Can-Am 250 Qualifier

1981 Can-Am
250 Qualifier
PRICE ...ccivsunvscans S50
ENGINETYPE ........ Single-
cylinder two-stroke

with rotary-valve

induction, air-cooled,

six-speed transmis-

sion, primary kick

slarting

DISPLACEMENT ....... 248 cc
BORE ANDSTROKE ... 72x 61
HORSEPOWER ..... 34 at 8,000
rpm (claimed)

TEREUIE consrannsonrasns Naki

MODEL .........

CARBURETION ... One32 mm
Bing

ICNITION Bosch CDI
SUSPENSION ...... Telescopic
fork with air assist, 35

mm fork tubes and

248 mm (ravel: rear

swingarm with dual
non-adjustable shocks

and 244 mm travel

TIRES .... Dunlop 3.00-21 front
and 5.00-18 rear

WEIGHT ........... 103kgdry
FUEL CAPACITY ..... 10 litres

Aol il e 1 ] ey P boadlinr Liww, W aloonart, oo JOF
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More Dunlop Victories-
C.M.A. National
Motocross Series.

Ulverton, Quebec, August 23. Terry Hoffas
takes 1st overall 125 ¢.c. riding his Yamaha
on Dunlops front and rear.

FRoas Pederson, Canada’s Mo, 1 Motocrodd Fides, i sL kb

WD UNLOPr Pederson, Canada’s number 1 motocross

rider, continues his winning ways by booting

his Kawasaki to 1st place overall 250 ¢.c. on
More cycles ride on Dunlop Dunlops all the way,p

than any other tire in the
world. 9 out of 10 top finishers ran on Dunlops.

Cowansville, Quebec, August 30. Ross
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PREVIEW

ODHS

CANADA picked Honda's brains for information on its
S7motorcydes for 1982 . Most of the current favorites remain;
here’s what you need to know about the new models.

CVX750:the V4

The world was not lerribly surprised
when Honda decided 1o put the CX500
Turbo into production. albeit limited.
Alter all, the bike was viewed in proto-
type form by thousands of visitors to the
show in Cologne, West Germany more
than a year ago.

Bul nol everyone believed the rumors of
a family of V-configuralion engines in
addition to the standard CX. Wilness,
then, the most unusual motorcycles in
Honda's 57-machine 1982 model line — a
pair of V4s named CVX7505T and
CVX750RC.

Names as well as alpha-numerical
designations are becoming more popular
with Japanese manufacturers, and thus
the sporting CVX7505T is also called the
Interceptor and the Milwaukee-styled
CVX750RC is called Magna. Honda liked
the word Magnum but Chrysler Corpora-
tion has an exclusive on it

Photos were unavailable, since proto-
types were still undergoing design
changes.

748 cc from a highly over-square bore and
stroke of 70 x 48.6 mm. Compressionisa
high 10.5:1, still feasible thanks to water
cooling. Cylinders are arranged front to
back. with the front pair horizontal.

The CVX750 might be considered a dis-
tant spinoffl from the NR500 grand prix
project, excepl that its cylinders arecircu-
lar instead of oval. The only close similari-
lies, apart from the general configuration,

| are the narrow 38 degree valve angle and

|

| throws.

Most veeengines past and presenthave |
siressed docility and torque output rather |

than raw horsepower, but the new Hon-
das are something else. According to
Honda, the bikes are substantially
quicker than the current CB750F which is
no slouch. Engine output is believed tobe
in the realm of 81 hp at no less than 9,500
rpm. The unspecified torque peaks at
8,000. Total dry weight of the prototype
Interceptoris 215 kgor474 lbcomparedto
230 kg for the 750F.

The bikes are 90-degree V4s displacing

8 CYCLECANADA NOVEMBER 1083

the squish combustion chambers which
allow [reecom from detonation on today’s
low-grade gasoline.

Cylinder heads are a four valve per |

cylinder design with forked rockersopen-

ing the valves as is done on Suzuki's
(:51100. Clearance adjustment is by the
nut and screw method which the TSCC
Suzukis also use,

Plain-bearing connecting rods are posi-
tioned side by side in pairs on the throws
of the 360 degree crankshafl. One cam
chain sprocket for each cylinder head is
machined on to the crankshaflt between
The chains are tensioned
automatically.

Although the cylinder configuration
reduces primary vibration to zero, secon-
dary vibration was sufficient to cause
Honda to rubber-mount the engine as on
the CB90OF.

Honda took pains to reduce engine
width and bulk. Total width is 415 mm
and the engine weighs only 84.7 kg dry.
compared to 80.5 for the CB750F. The
engine rotates backwards from the nor-
mal direction. allowing one less shalt in
the gearbox. A longer swingarm can be

HGNA

The CBAS0SC Nghthowk & one of three
Custom cruisers redeined with sporting looks
on drt rock ines. There & oko o 750
Nghthowk ond o twinrcylinder 450,

used, giving better handling

The robot-welded high tensile steel tub-
ing chassis is 16 per cent lighter than it
would be if made from normal mild steel,
thanks to reduced wall thickness. The use
of high-strength chassis tubing is new for
Honda and necessitates more accurate
alignment durirg welding — hence the
use of robots as is becoming common in
the auto industry.

Honda claims the V4s have a cornering
bank angle of 43 degrees with the sus
sion compressed 65 per cent at the front
and 75 per cent at the rear. Comparative
figure for the CB750F and 900F is 41.5
degrees.

Both CVX models have shaft drive and
a five-speed transmission plus a 20 per
cent overdrive for cruising economy. The
hydraulic clutch is sell-adjusting and im-
mune to the effects of expansion of the
plates due to heat. A shock absorber is
incorporated into the drive shall.

Cast wheels are used in place of Hon-
da’s standard Comstars {or appearance.
Tires are H-rated and tubeless, of a new
abrasion-resislant rubber.

The four carburetors are arranged in
pairs: two sidedraft and two downdraflt.
They are diaphragm-type for compact-
ness and good throttle response, requiring
no acceleratlor pump. They are internally
vented lo the air cleaner and are designed
not to leak even if the motorcycle falls
Over.

Honda's Asporcode & o dozzing dresser
vorson of the GLI 10O Insersiose which offers
phush w0080, 0 sound system weh
unporcheed options ond onboord
{Mjeﬁﬂhﬂufw
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1982

Not to be outdone by the elecironic
gadgets on Yamaha's 750 Seca, Honda has
made the Interceptor a travelling compu-
terized toy show. In addition o esoteric
circuitry controlling the new self-
cancelling turn signals. the Interceptor
has an electric speedometer, odometer
and tachometer, an cight-section liquid
crystal display monitoring functions such
as water temperature and fuel level.anLC
trip meter, a digital clock and stop watch,
a digital gear position indicator which
doubles as a warning panel for one or
more of six possible faults, and FOIL —for
Fibre Optic Inlegrated Lock.

FOIL is an anti-theft device consisting
of a heavy cable which incorporates a
fibre optic conductor. The cable is
wrapped around a solid object and
plugged into its own baltery-operated
control box. A key turns it on and a light-
emitling diode monitors battery level. If
the optic circuit is broken, as by culting
the cable, an alarm sounds.

Both bikes have a TRACanti-dive front
fork as isdescribed{urtherinthe reporton
the production CX500 Turbo,

The Magna has conventional twin-
shock rear suspension with aluminum
shock reservoirs as on the CBS0OF. The
Interceptor has a Pro-Link suspension.

The Magna has a profile so similar toa
Harley-Davidson Sportster that it could
almos! be designated CVX750HD instead
of RC. The small peanut tank is hollowed
oul underneath to accommodate the air
box. In order lo provide reasonable [uel
capacily, Honda gave the Magnaan auxil-
iary fvel tank under the seat.

As with other Honda models, prices for
the CVXs had not been established by our
deadline.

Part European cafe racer and part
North American dirt tracker in profile,
the 1982 CBS00FT is named after the fam-
ous dirt oval in American Honda's home
town of Gardena, Calif. It's called Ascot.

The Ascol is a street-going 500 single
closely based on the dual-purpose XL500.
What other big thumpers don't have is the
Ascol’s electric starter. It's grafted on to
the top of the engine behind the cylinder
and is actuated by a 12 volt, 14 amp-hour
battery. The lubrication system is modi-
fied for greater oil flow and capacity, and
transmission gears have been increased
in width and improved in heat treatment.
Engine balance factor has been changed
to reduce vibration at cruising speed.

Fuel mixture is admitted by a 35mmCV
carb. Peak power is 35 hp at 6.500 rpm
while peak torqueis 4.0 kg-mat 4,500 rpm.
The torque figure is slightly below that of
the XR500 off-roader. although Honda
says il is grealer than the XL's output
thanks in part to muffler changes and a

PREVIEW
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larger air box. Claimed top speed is 155
km/h.

A smaller rear sprocket reduces engine
revs by 20 per cenl. The meters and
quartz-halegen headlight are squared off
for styling. and a box.section swingarm
pivots on needle bearings.

Other changes to adapt the trail bike
engine to street use include increased
alternator outpul. thicker clutch plates
and an automatic cam chain lensioner.
Claimed dry weight is 159 kg or 350 Ib.
The leading-axle air fork carries a single
front disc brake and has a travel of 150
mm. Rear tzavel is 120 mm. A disc isalso
mounted on the rear wheel, Calipers are
the dual-piston type seen on last year's
CB750F and CB90OF. The price is not yet
available.

ASPENCADE

As you would expect from a model
named Aspencade, the new fully decked
CL1100 Interstate with rally package has
everything and more.

Mos! obvious are the CBX-style venti-
lated brake discs. metallic silver paint
scheme and plush padding on the seals.
Other differences between the Aspencade
and the familiar Intersiate include its
piece de resistance. a self-levellingairsus-
pension with on-board compressor.

Air suspension pressure is variable
through its full range at a push of a button
located on top of the dummy fuel tank. A
diverter valve directs air 1o the front or
rear from the small electrically driven
compressor. An adjacent gauge indicates
system pressure and a bleeder valve can
reduce pressure for a solter ride. The
entire ope-ation can be done with one
finger. but no! while the bike is on the
road; the ignition key must be in theacces-
S0ry posilion.

There is even an extension hose for
pumping up the tires. The whole system
weighs 1.2 kg and has a maximum pres-
sure of 8kg/cm? or 120 psi. Honda says the
compressor is fail-safe for up to five min-
utes of continuous use.

The Aspencade’s other special equip-
ment like twin snap-on passenger tole
bags. quilted insert and map case {or the
top box. hinged rear fender for easier tire
removal and anti-glare mirrors seéem
minor by comparison.

The standard GL1100 and Interstate, as
well as the Aspencade. have larger tires
front and rear for wear life which is
claimed to be improved by 100 per cent.

All three models have a new compuler-
ized self-cancelling turn signal assembly.
No simple device. it measures speed. han-
dlebar rotation and elapsed time after the
handlebar is straightened — all inorderto
shut off the blinker an identical distance
after every corner. no matter the point at
which the signal was turned on. A timer
starts aflter bar rotation decreases by 1.8
degrees and a computer sorts it all out.

Two different sound systems are
oplional on the Interstate. The Type | has

an AM-FM multiplex digital radio and
intercom with stereo speaker system and
power booster, all available separately.
The Type Il system has an AM-FM digital
radio and clock with choice of handlebar-
mounted signal-seeking radio control or
mute swiltch, intercom system. cassette
deck or 40-channel CB with passenger
talk switch. Plus there are helmet
headsets with microphone available to fit
all types of open and full-face helmets.

A type Il radie with clock and remote
selector is standard on the Aspencade.

The usual raage of optional instru-
ments including air temperature gauge
and altimeter can also be ordered.

The MBS s o 49 or wosroke Creomer.

€B450s and MBS

Toward the lower end of its street
range, Honda has increased the displace-
ment of its CB400 series. added a new 250
twin and incluced the 48 cc MBS minia-
ture cafe racer.

The bore boost in the new CB450s is
intended to raise torque rather than ulti-
male horsepower. The new displacement
is 447 cc, thanks to a bore increase 1o 75
mm from 70.5; the stroke remains 50.6
mm. Otherwise, the bikes are the familiar
sixsvalve, single overhead cam twins
which first appeared in 1978 and are quite
different from the 450 Hellcats of the
19605,

Engineers pa:d considerable attention
to improving lubrication of the CB450
engines in order to reduce o!l leaks and
wear of piston rings and camshalts. Oil
jets aim lubricant directly toward thebot-
toms of the pistons for better cooling and
all models now have an oil cooler built
into the crankcase. Previously. the cooler
was [itted only to the CN40OA automatic,
It reduces maximum oil temperatlure lo
170 degrees C. [rom 185.

The CB450 Hawk retains the close-
ration six-speed gearbox of the 400, while
an overdrive gear is added on top of the
five-speed on the other models excluding
the automatic.

The CM250C is a new bike, but alsoan
outgrowth of the popular CM185 and
CM200 twins. It's substantially beefed
up. but still a low-price and low-
performance machine scarcely intended
for enthusiasts. There are larger drum
brakes, a five-speed gearbox instead of
four, adjustable rear springs, a silent cam
chain and no kickstarter. A counterba-
lancer is not provided.



XL500 ond X250 hove Prolink suspenucn, 21 nch bont whee! and 1 7-nch rece

It offers economy and docility with a
single 26 mm CV carburelor, light weight
of 129 kg or 284 |b. and a low seat height ol
740 mm—same as that of the CM200

Finally, the MB5, which although it has
a disc front brake. Comstar wheels and
laydown shocks. is lighthearted in inten!
and has a top speed barely inexcess of 80
km/h. Contrary to our report in the Sep-
tember issue of Cycle Canada, the Cana-
dian version of the MB5 won't have a
fairing—just a flat black engine and a
TZ750-style fuel tank to scare superbike
riders you meel.

MOTOCROSSERS

Vociferous arm waving from Roger De
Coster reportedly helped motivate Honda
R & Dtotake the motocrossline back tothe
drawing boards. Perhaps rider com-
plaints about fried cluiches and blown
Pro-Link dampers supplied additional
impetus.

In any case, the CR80R, 125R, 250R and
480R have been revamped [rom [uel tank
to exhaust pipe. with new frames. swing-
arms, dampers, ignitions, lransmissions
and patenled crankshafls. Forks have
three-way adjustable damping on all but
the CREOR, but the B0 has larger fork tubes
and Pro-Link rear suspension.

Clutches are modified on all the bikes,
and the CR250R has managedtoshed 5kg.
bringing its weight down to a compelitive
101 keg. It continues Lo use waler cooling,
as does the 125,

The CR480R has 41 cc more displace-
ment than last year's CR450 forevenmore
horsepower, torque and rideability. Its
gearbox remains a four-speed — modi-
fied, of course. for more strength and posi-
tive gear engagement. The engine color is
changed to black from red.

XL250 and 500

Major change on the dual-purpose XL
lines is to bring the 250 and 500 closer in
specification to the strictly off-road XRs
Both bikes now have Pro-Link rear
SUSPENSIONS.

A host of other refinements includes 37
mm fork tubes. tapered-roller bearing
steering heads, stronger clutches, O-ning
chains. CD ignitions with electronic
advance, new air cleaners and aluminum
skid plates and on the 250. a six-speed
gearbox and elimination of one counter-
balancer for improved throttle response.

Double leading shoe front brakes
improve stopping power, while flexible
stalks for the turn signals reduce damage
in a crash on the trail. The 23-inch front
wheel has vanished. replaced by a 3.00 =
21, while both the 250 and 500 sport a 4.60
— 17 tire on the rear.

Like nearly all of Honda's 57 models [or
1982, the smaller XLs have also been
revised in some way, although to a lesser
extent than the X1.250 and 500.

Honda's Custom look hits thedirt in the
new three-model Nighthawk line. The
Nighthawks, with SC suffix designation,
are designed for more sporting appeal
than Honda's C models. A tapered fuel
tank and tail give adirttrack look: engines
are painted black and the CB7505C and
CB6505C retain the four-pipe exhaust
system of the C models for an image of
power. There is a CB450SC twin as well.

The 7505C also has Honda's TRAC
anti-dive. Like mosl streel Hondas in
1982, it has dual-piston calipers for ils
slotted disc brakes which [irs! appeared
on the CB750F. There are also new cast

wheels in place of Comstars, and the lires
are massive, The front tire on the 750
Nighthawk is a 120/90-18 instead of the
110/90-19 on the Custom. The rear is a
140090- 16 instead of 130/90-16. Fork tube
dinmeler 15 increased to 37 mm and rear
shocks have reservoirs like those of the
CB900F, excepl that there is no provision
for damping adjustments.

CX500 TURBO

Honda says four minor changes will be
made lo the CX500 Turbo when il goes
inte production as part of the 1982 model
line.

The most significant alteration is the
addition of Honda’s TRAC anti-dive front
suspension. Provisions for adjusting the
waste gate and throttle sensoron the prot-
olype machine tested in the October issue
of Cycle Canada will be eliminated.
Finally, the shape of the seat will be
altered to reduce the forward slope which
tended to push the rider into the fuel tank

TRAC is an acronym [or Torque-
Reactive Anti-dive Control. [t is a syslem
which reducesthe tendency of the conven:
tional telescopic front fork to compress
under braking loads. altering steering
geometry and using up fork travel which
may then cause bottoming if a bump is hil
al the same lime.

Similar hydraulic devices have been
seen on various prototype road racing
machines, and Preston Petty produced a
mechanical version for dirt bikes.
Yamaha first put it inte mass produection
on the 1981 X]750 Seca and Svzuki offers
a si~ular system on the 1982 G51100
Katana.

Honda's TRAC offers a progressive rate
of anti-dive control. ratherthanthe purely
off-on response of theSuzukiand Yamaha
systems. Like the Yamaha system, TRAC
can be adjusted four ways to increase or
reduce anti-dive action, but in ¢ach mode
the Honda system gives greater damping
automatically as braking effort is
imncreased.

Like the other anti-dive systems, TRAC
uses a piston valve to open or close an
orifice in the bottom of the fork slider.
Movement of the valve controls the rateat
which damping oil can flow [rom the outer
to the inner fork chamber, thus allecting
the fork’s damping rate.

However, inslead of moving the piston
using brake fluid pressure in the line from
the master cylinder to the caliper. the
Honda system uses a pivoled caliper
bracket which allows the bracke! to press
against the back of the piston. Pressure of
the caliper bracket depends on how hard
the caliper is clamping the rotating disc.
The harder the brake is working. the
farther the caliper bracket moves the pis-
ton against its return spring and the more
damper fluid is restricted. Thus, the anti-
dive effort is automatically variable
within ils preset range.

No additional external fluid lines are
required. 0
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ROBIN'S ROCKIN
POCKET ROCKET

If you like to drag knees, shins, ankles

TAKE TIME
Tﬂ m Tﬂ the riders at any mo-

torcycle track and you'll hear the same
complain! over and over: expense. Racing
is gelling more costly, and nowhere is
this more apparent than at the road races.

ond feet, get a Robin.

alter top speed runs, and never fades.
Although no! in the hun! against a
Honda RS125, in the hands of 1980 Cana-
dian No. 1George Morinthe Robin had the
legs of a Suzuki JR50 ridden by Ontario
superbike champion Lang Hindle, due to
the faired Robin's superior aerodynamics.

Riders over five feet tall also require
some elfort to get their [eet properly
located. Once in motion any leg move-
ment, like trying to get your feet on the
pegs. causes wobbles.

Once the speed is up past 15 knvh,
the Robin's handling becomes light

In the past four years the cost
of a TZ250 Yamaha. the staple
of the professional road racer’s
diet. has more than doubled.
Experts expect nex! year's Ya-
maha 250 GP machines lo be
over 510.000.

Clearly. an opening exists
for a cheap, easy-lo-maintain
grand prix machine. The bike
that can fill this void is the Fuji
Industries Robin. of a class
known as pocke! bikes in its
nalive Japan.

For those riders used to |25
struggling with 225 kg super- [=
bikes, the Robin's weight will Eies
be a surprise. Al 15 kg. the
Robincanbecarried anywhere.

Instead of needing a long-tailed. gas-
guzzling truck to go lo races, a Robin
owner could carry his mount to the track
on the parcel shell of his VW Rabbit.

The Robin's engine, a two-stroke, fan-
cooled single-cylinder powerhouse
requires little maintenance, and a com-
plete tear-down wouldnt take much
longer than a jet change on one Lectron
carburetor.

You can also forget aboul those tricky
run and bump starts, since the Robinhasa
conveniently located pull cord. And il the
molor should destroy itsell, there are sev-
eral other household appliances that
could be burglarized for parts. especially
if you have a small lawn mower or chain
SV .

The [rame on the Robin is rigid, s0 you
can’t ruin the handling by misadjusting
yvour air forks, rebound damping. ride
height or travel. Any possible chassis
adjustments lie in theareaof tire pressure,
and we found the maximum suggested
amount of 30 psi offered the best handling
with only a small loss in ride quality. The
brake. a single hydraulic disc on the rear,
is capable of stopping the Robin smartly

Dyrinutve compored 10 normal grond prix
bkes, the Robn has odvontoges in ight
waght ond rimblengss. |1 ioses outn

1op spead ond IN OCOMMYOR0N CoNieS
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The sound level is very low for a race
bike, although the characleristic lwo-
stroke buzz is evident after the revs gel
high enough to drown out the engine cool-
ing fan. The gearing isa bit shorl.sincetop
speed can be reached exiting the pit lane

Since the Robin we tested is the only
example of the marque in Canada, owner
John McBride of McBride Cyclein Toronto
was naturally anxious thal we use the
best available pro road racer to put the
Robin through the initial shake-down ses-
sions at the track. Fortunately, Canadian
No. 1 road racer and superbiker George
Morin was available and without a GP
ride. The riding report that follows
reflects Morin's impressions as well as
those of the braver stall members.

To start the Robin, you pull out the
cable-actuated choke mounted on the top
triple clamp and turn on the gas by your
right leg. The gas tap is hidden under the
carb behind the fairing. and is a dilficult
reach. Keeping a child handy in the pits
greatly simplifies the starting since a kid
can more easily reach the tap, but he usu-
ally expects a ride on the bike in return

After gelting the gas on, a light tug on
the starting cable should have the Robin
pultering merrily away. Be surenot togive
it oo much gas: combined with the direct
driving centrifugal clutch that will make
the bike try to drive out from under you

and responsive. to the point of
being twitchy. This twitchi-
ness may be due tothe lackof a
steering damper. generally
considered a necessily on a
racer, or perhaps to the rela-
tive bike-tlo-rider weight.

To ride the Robin quickly in
the corners, the traditional
high racing boots must be
exchanged for running shoes,
since a great amount of ankle
mobility is required due to the
close footpeg-to-seat relation-
ship. Most riders found it best
to turn their feet sideways on
the peg. and stick out their
knees a la Kenny Roberts.

Riding with this style under
hard cornering, the footpeg and the rider’s
foot and knee contact the ground with
regularity. This works well on the Robin,
since Morin discovered that if he lost the
front end while heeled over he could
simply ride along on his knee until the
front tire regained traction. Although the
bike was pushed repeatedly to its limit
and huge slides were commen, nol one
crash was experienced. a tribute to the
frame’s design

Of course, you can always just stand up
should worse come lo worsl.

As with most racing bikes, the smaller
rider is at an advantage on the Robin. A
shorter person doesnt cramp up as easily
in the somewhat confining riding posi-
tion, but his real advantage lies in fast
left-right transitions or chicanes. A bigger
person can't easily move from left toright
on the seat. while a smaller type can
change his weight balance far moreeasily.
However, bigger riders are hard to pass,
since their knees block more of the track.

Considering the light weight, simplicity
and sheer fun of the Robinpackage.it'snot
surprising a large crowd of racers sur-
rounded the bike whenever it was carried
oul of the truck. There are currently more
than 70,000 pocket bike racers in Japan,
and there may be more in Canada soon. In
terms of the smile to cost ratio, you can't
find a better bike than the Robin. =
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TOURING
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CBX brakes oo mincote ¢ostings thot
et cool or fow rodoly and acoly,
up lotlorquingcylinder heads orreplac-
ing ignitions. but thev' reabove average
for Japanese original-equipment sels
The metal quality is good. there's a
decent selection = enough. it seems, Lo
.u,tu.lll]. work on all the [asleners —
and at last evenanairpressuregaugein
both. Good stulf for emergency use or
fiddling.

average home

What's it all mean?

We ended up concluding that our
home-made sport toy |.lua4.rn:1':;1.|r-.-d well
to the [a lory job. The ¥ re different,
sure, but where one is lacking the other
is strong.

The CBX slices the air more cleanly at
high speed, but the Kawasaki is a more
comfortable place to sit. The Kawasaki
engine is stronger at any rpm range, but
the CBX can make better use of ils power
on a winding road.

The Kawasakihas thebetterseat, but
the CBX suspension delivers a much
better ride. The CBX is down a bit on
power, but the Kawasaki skips around
on the rough stull, making precise
throttle control difficult. The Kawa-
saki has shalt drive. bul the CBX chain
is still in good shape alter 14,000 km
and only four adjusiments. The chain
seems strong enough to low an ocean
liner.

The Kawasaki is cheaper. even with a
fairing and saddlebag sel added, and gels
much better fuel economy. The CBX isa
beautifully integrated package that
makes the nicest noises this side of a rac-
ing superbike without the raucous
volume that implies.

Stall riders are evenly splil in personal
choice. There's litlle doubt that the
KZ1100A is the better buy lor daily use
and value-per=dollar efficiency. bul the
romance of the six and the beauty of the
CBX package are worth something. too.
What it came down o was that the older
guys on stall preferred the Kawasaki and
the younger ones the Honda.

Are you a romantic or a pragmalist?
Either way vou cut il, have we gol a bike
for you D

S |,|'--= el Of f"l];:-t' [ 8. ]

I CYOLECANADA MOVEMHAEE 1051

Less is just less

When I flirst laid eyes on the 81 CBX
| thought someone had raised the
Titanic and | hadn't heard about it. It
looked big.

But the six-banger and | came 1o be
good [riends. Physical dimensions of
the rider have a lot to do with his
enjoyment of the CBX. Fortunately. |
have enough height, 6-6°, to leel
comfortable. It was the best-{itting |
stock bike | have ever ridden. The
indints for the knees in the foel Lank |
corresponded to my needs exactly, and
the handlebars were in the right place.

It fit me like a glove.

Having spent a [air bit of time
viewing o slanted horizon from the
cut=down seat of a 1,015 cc machine. |
piever suffered the prul_.-!u"ln:n of Millﬁ'!- |
ment of riders coming to the CBX [rom
asmall bike. In city traffic, the
highway or the Iwislies the Honda's
weight was never a problem. The bike
handles well enough 1o run almaost off
the tires in fast sweepers without
Tt.u.u:hi::j.,'_ down or 1\'uhh]m;.,'. All that is
required is a steady hand on the
throttle.

| dicdn’t ride the KZ1100 as much but
I know it isn't the bike for me. Despite
weighing less than the CBX, the
steering [elt heavier. The KZ was much
better in a roll-on but the CBX was [as!
enough. Except for its seat, the Honda
was much more comfortable in the real
world of windy highways. Wind
protection and luggage space are nice
to have.

Few people would buy either of
these bikes for economic reasons
There are Ehr.l;h'r bikes that aet better
mileage, cost less to insure and
maintain and are much simpler
||'|.F‘1'ffl.'!|'.||:l..l”!.'- But based 5|||'||r|'_l,.' on
what | want, the CBX would be the
bike for me. The magnilicent engine
and the feel it gives the rider take it out
of the league of the KZ1100, which is
just a little less in most areas.

Less alter all is really still less, Give
me the incredible six,

— [Daman [amis

Six hours in four

| started out disliking the CBX before |
I'd even ridden it It just seemed to be
$0 excessive = too many cylinders, too
much weight, too much flash, too many
gizmos. The Kawasaki. on the other
hand, | approached with a more
neutral attitude: it seemed to be more
of an unknown ||L:|.|n!ilj.'.

As the week progressed, however,
the CBX started lo grow on me.
Compared to earlier incarnations the
SIX 1S Mmars I"'HH I.I"il !. W +"“ hl"hil "-'1'1' % hl'n
the road starts to turn and twist, The
fairing works like a dream = too bad
the windscreen isn't aboul six inches

higher. The small-looking saddlebags

Romance of tre six offrods
everyone who ndes the Honda

will hold more gear than you'd expect
and it even proved possible, eventu-
ally, to mount a tank bag without
getting too badly fouled in the plumb.
ing lor the six carbs.

The Kawasaki was much as you
might expect — big, brawny and
torquey. With the little Shoei lairing
we fitted the upright sealing position
was al least tolerable. and the seat was
great for me for all-day comfort.

Swapping back and forth between
the two bikes immediately showed up
the performance strengths of the iwo
— the Kawasaki has the kind of engine
evervone would like to have, including
CBX riders, and the CBX handles




amazingly well for such a big. heavy
bike. It'll even turn around withoul
[H’l:l!_l!l’_"rﬂ DD o PR TUNY s H—[ulﬂl" I'U-H.i
without the nder having lo resort lo
dabbing his feet.

Still, 1 was all set to call the
Kawasaki my categoric [avorite, lor its
shalt drive, excellent fuel consump-
tion, good comfort level and astound-
ing engine. Then | had a six-hour ride
home on the CBX late on the last day of
the tour trip, starting just before dark. |
made it in lour hours, [celing superbly
comfortable and sale the whole way.

That's the secret 1o enjoying the CBX
= ride it hard and fast. The thing
seems Lo come into its own belween

140 and 160 km/h: vou and the bike
and the road come into a world of
dynamic harmony that just doesn’
exist on mos! machines.

So that little ride ended my idea of
calegoric favorites. I'd still choose the
Kawasaki if | was buying. but il ever
again | have to do a six-hour night ride
in four hours, I'd like to have a CBX

=[Larry Tatle

CBX is intoxicating

The best way to make comparisons
between two bikes is the way we did
it. Riding. riding. riding. in the wet and
dry, on hills and curves, good and bad
pavement, switching from bike to bike.

Just eat up the miles.

Il always remember the intoxical-
ing sound from both engine and
exhaust of the CBX as we climbed the
high mountains of the Gaspesie with a
splendid view of the sea bordered by
the cliffs of the coast. The CBX takes to
the road like a true grand touring
machine, perfect for the long haul, It's

| capable of provoking sudden adrenalin
! rushes when vou crest a hill and find a

tigh! corner, yel you can make it

| through withoul the drama vou'd
| expect.

The Honda's sole problem is its

| glultlonous appetite lor gasoline, but |
| caneasily forgive it thal.

The Kawasaki KZ1100 makes a poor
figure beside the CBX. [t wasn'l as

| complete a package, the Shoei quarter

fairing surely contributed to its wob-
bling and [ found it less comfortable
alter several hours on the road. The

| pegs are oo [ar forward and the seal’s

a bit too firm.

The bike's strong points are the
incredible power and low consumplion
of fwel, both important considerations
in a louring bike.

If | had the choice lor a personal
bike, the CBX is the one that appeals to
me. It makes me feel like | did the
morning in Percd when we linished the
photo session and a lourist approached
me. He asked me what we were doing,
and | couldn’t keep the grin off my face
as | said: "We're working.™

—Robert Langlois

Two-wheeled Maytag

The CBX seems too heavy 1o have
only two wheels, it's got an engine
with more I'.].'IH'II'II_‘I’S than most cars on

| the road and when your idea of a big

bike is a Maico 490, swinging a leg
over it is like pulling a horse jockey on

| Thelma the elephant

Stll, [ put over 1,600 km on the CBX

| and loved every single one. 1's [asl,

comlortable and gorgeous. The appear-
ance and sound of the motor and the

| way people drool over it make it

| unigue.

I don’t usually think much of these
big Maytags. but the CBX is really
neal. The day of the iwo-wheeled
motor home probably isn’t that far
away.

| don’t really care much for the
KZ1100. Sure the motor is nice and
torguey and it's fast as hell, bul the
way it iwitches under hard accelera-
tion and while cornering on rough
pavement makes you feel more like a
passenger on a runaway lrain than
part of the machine.

Once you get tired of or used to all
the power, there really isn’t anything
left that stands oul. The KZ550 is a fun
motorcycle. The KZ1100 is just fast.

= Cloude Leonord
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What does it all mean?
If you've ever wondered,
here is a dictionary of
biker banter terminclogy.
By Max Burns

etling started into the exciting
world of motorcycling can be a
difficult thing. Right away, you
come face to face with a barrage
of esoteric terms that no diction-
ary even atlempts to define. Pick
up any motorcycle magazine and you are
confronted with a mysterious jargon that
turns away many a would-be biker.

It is time we experts shared some of our
secrels with the uninitiated. Here is a
glossary of various motorcycling terms,
combined with a few handy hints, to
make entry into this wonderful sport a
whole lot easier,

The first thing that comes up in any
discussion of terms is SPOKE WHEELS,
which is basically what we are doing here
— lalking about motorcycles. This is a
popular pastime of any enthusiast. Often
you will notice motoreycling fans congre-
gating at bike shops, generally leaning
over the counters. swapping manyavyarn.
These raconteurs are known as COUN.
TER BALANCERS and the stories they
tell arecalled COUNTER STEER, primar-
ily because most of them are bull. A
phrase often used in association with
COUNTER BALANCER is BIG BORE.

While we are at the cycle shop. another
term you should be familiar with is
MONOSHOCK. a slurring together of the
two words Money Shock. This usually
occurs after inquiring about the price of
your latest two-wheeled desire. In
extreme cases, it can lead to a SEIZURE.
Your banker, or SHOCK ABSORBER,
sometimes is of help here.

When travelling. you should become
aware of the CAFE RACER. This is any
European fast food outlet. like Chez Wen-
dy's or MacDolinski's. Over-indulgence
at these diners can result in CAPACITOR
DISCHARGE IGNITION, necessitating

Max Burns began riding on o hand-shift

125 cc James. He is currently rebuilding
his aged home in North Bay, Ont.
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frequent stops. The nnl:.*turt for this ail-
ment is a shot of bicarbonate of soda,
referred to as a CARB ADJUSTMENT.
Taking your own food and picnicking
along the way is known as FORK
TRAVEL. Sticks cut and trimmed to hold
hot dogs above a fire are called FORK
TUBES.

You will likely become familiar with
BREAKER POINTS on your travels, par-
ticularly if you happen to own a British
bike. BREAKER POINTS are the loca-
tions al which you suffer a mechanical
failure, most often the furthest distance
between two service stations. They usu-
ally result in SWINGARM, or hitchhik-
ing. as it is known among non-bikers.

A lack of success with SWINGARM
will lead to SINGLE LEADING SHOE,
the method of walking whereby the tra-
veller starts out with one foot (usually the
right) and follows soon after with the
other. A mix-up with LACING, the art of
managing those strings on your shoes.can
lead to DOUBLE LEADING SHOE. This
occurrence will likely produce a SPILL.
Taking the bus home is known as FULL
FAIRING. THREE-QUARTER or
QUARTER FAIRING is not having
enough money to ride the bus.

One thing that may keep you from tra-
velling is the girl next door. If vou are
lucky. she is known as JUGS. If not. sheis
known as FLAT SPOTS. SERVICE
INTERVALS refer 1o the frequency of
your visits to her home.

Her mother is called a CRANKCASE:
her father is called a CRANKCASE
STUD. A CRANKCASE considers your
obsession with motorcycles to be
IDLING. If you get stuck with her as a
mother-in-law, it is known as a
CRANKSHAFT.

Fashion, too, plays an important part in
motorcycling. The recommended code of
dress for normal street riding occasions is
the PRIMARY DRIVE GEAR. This outfit
will vary according to the weather
(known as the ALTERNATOR). so a
serious enthusiast will pay constant
attention to the old barometer in order to
stay "with it

You will probably hear the term BOON-
DOCKS bandied about by the off-road
crowd. This refers to your friendly family
physician, whom you are sure to become
acquainted with if you should have an
accident, known by bikers as a COM-

déflm |ons

PRESSION TEST. A rider who has a
number of COMPRESSION TESTS is
called an IMPACT DRIVER. TROUBLE
SHOOTING is what you hope the farmer
has when he sees you racing through his
Crops.

The motorcycle manufacturers have a
few terms of their own you will benefit
from knowing. A SPECIAL, for example,
is the term used to identify their most
common model. Rarer models are usually
referred to as the STANDARD model.
Any street bike having less than 400 cc is
known as a FUEL STRAINER.

FOUR-INTO-ONE and SIX-INTO-
ONE are simple questions used to test the
motorcyclist’s mathematical aptitude.
Having a good working knowledge of
math becomes important when payments
are due. A CRASH BAR is something a
lender uses on your head to remind you of
a missed payment, a good reason to wear
your helmet. SPECIFICATIONS aretech-
nical details and other falsehoods relating
to your bike. Variations of these play an
important role in COUNTER STEER. so
know your bike.

Finally, we look at a variety of
VALVES. An INTAKE VALVE is your
mouth, through which all sorts of strange
liquids and foods can enter your system.
An EXHAUST VALVE is ... well, we
wont go into that one [no pun intended).
An OVERHEAD VALVE regulates your
ability to absorb complicaled concepts,
like SIX-INTO-ONE, etc., while a DES-
MODROMIC VALVE tests yourability to
cope with complicated concepts.

A ROTARY VALVE is something bik-
ers use to control the number of Rolarians
and Shriners in the community, thereby
avoiding a plague of parades that could
disrupt the even flow of bikes cruising
down Main Streel. Las!, and certainly
least in my mind, is the REED VALVE.
This is the device a reader uses to termi-
nate an article. Get yours ready because
we're almost done.

There you have it. a mmpmhtmweﬁ
guide to the scldom understood langunm 3
of motorcycling. It sure has been fun,2
right? But enough of this EFDHE;
WHEELS, time to use your REED VALVE =
[you haven't used it yet, have you?), and z
FULL FAIRING it down to your SHOCK E
ABSORBER for some assistance inE
oblaining the motorcycle of your dreams. £
You're ready for it now. Good luck! O=






LDS. Alta.—The casual-

iy list of the secomnd and

{inal round of the Cana-

dian national half-mile

championship reads like

the score sheet al a

" demolition derby. Four of the

top contenders for the No. 1

Plate were c¢liminated before

the final checkered flag was
waved, August 2

The Olds Optimists had put

in many hours to prepare the

| oval. but as usual, it rained the
night before. This delayed the
action until the carly afternoon
and lelt the sideways slars
facing only a very narrow
grooyve al besl.

Current 250 cc champ Royal
Adderson suffered machine
problems at the Leaminglon,
Ont., event. But the Albertan
turned it around [or the Olds

| affair, winning the initial 250
heat with ease aboard his
Blacklool-sponsored Honda.
Ontario's John Parker took the
victory in the second 250 race,
mounted on Yamaha ma-
chinery. With Dave Kukura
from Ontario besting the semi
on another Honda, the 250

atOlds, Alta,, it i stil onybody'’s guess.

By Hardow Rankin

GCARNAGE AT 0103

The national dirt track series was to decde aNo. | plate-helder b\.. it after The -:h:::ahc ‘HwE:l_

expert main was ready
Adderson made no mis-

takes, He led from wire towire
Thank you Blackioot {:1_.::1' and Dura-
prine Products. Ontanan Jon Cornwell
challenged Adderson for most of the ride,
but just missed the targel. However, his
second spol was enough to give him the
250 cc national expert championship
Dave Kukura pushed his Honda into a
well deserved third place ride

| In the new national class — the 500 cc

| expert — series leader Martin Lavoie from
Quebec, was a no-show. He had crashed
hard the previous evening at the l:—-l:'l.:-lq':l.
short track national and wasn't up to the
task at Olds

Adderson again showed the troops

around the turns on another Blackfoot
Honda for the first heat win. Cornwell got
down 1o business in the second go,

| pushing his Yamaha ahead for the
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checkered rage. Honda-mounted Kukura
dEain god It.q,' 1'|-'I-:l in I:'|r' Lem

In the main. it was all Cornwell. The
Yamaha star was in command from starl

without challenge. This win
TR LRt up the second national title for
Comwell in one aflternoon. Addersenand
Quebec's Ron Beauvais fought it out for
second spol. with Adderson getling the
better of Beauvais' Honda

In the senior classes, Honda-mounted
Darryl Johnson from Ontarie took both
viclories in the 250 cc and 500 cc cale-
SOFIES W ith :-.u,*}l':’h riding The J UR g
classes had two separale winners, both
{rom Ontario. Ron Bozan took the 250 cc
class aboard his Kawasakiand Dale Ken-
nm_i!,- was the 500 cc class victor with a
pood ride on his Yamaha,

13 E'.r'.|'q.h

Four Ontario sliders were
atop the leader board alter
Leamington in rolling thunder,
the 750 cc expert class. Heavy

the big H-D V-iwin doeminates
this show. At the top of the list
again is Cornwell. followed by

Peter Thompson in that order.
Evans eliminated himsell with
a crash at Welland. One down:
now 1o Olds

Cornwell and No. 1 plate-
holder Granl shared wins in
ther respective heats. They
appeared equally fas!, thus set-
ting the stage for an exciling
main. Lawrence OQ'Connor
broke the Ontario monopoly.
taking his B.C.-based Harley-
Davidson XR750 to the {lag in
the semi

As Larry Bastedo waved the
g0 “*‘H- {,'.1.-::1:1.\'-*]] shot into the
lead. Grant came out in third
gear, but it didn't work. He
charged through the pack
wilhoul brakes. H:. !n.l],:l v,
Cornwell had a good lead.
Grant shot into turn one with
no brake at all and bumped
Peter Thompson. Thompson
wenl down and off the track.
He didn't get up. Red flag ime.

Officials lilted Thompson's
machine off him. He was only shaken up.
bt his machine was out of it. Two down
Grant used up his two minutes for repairs
but to no avail and he was disqualilied.
Three down. While Grant was protesting.
Cornwell's bike was misliring..

Bastedo lifted the flag and Cornwell's
H-D XR750 V-iwin bogged. Alberta's
Darrell MacRae narrowly blasted by,
banging bars in the process. Cornwell
toppled over. right into the path of Law-
rence (Y Connor. Four down! O'Connor did
a giant lip stand as his machine cart-
wheeled through the air. Cornwell took a
broken pelvis from the impact. ruining his
hopes of a victory in all classes and the
No. plate.

Once more, Larry Bastedo waved thego

rag. Peter Crant had filed an official pro.

e B —

on the class! Almost naturally,

Peter Grant, Chris Evans and |




He stormed

black

but was reflused a ride
fhie
flag lor his troubles
Darrell MacRae led the [inal start onhis
V-twin. Brad Walters challenged, but
h!.lli]’!‘..:l' I"|.I-:E the Bro0y r.|::l! '!]',l LS I .:fl':
couldn’t move him off it. MacRae took the
final flag of with H-D) mounted
Walters in close pursuil. Manitoba's Paul
i1 il I‘::\ ":l.:|.'|.| !!.I |1',f- if !!::rﬂ.f
1? Nobody seems to be sure
Lawrence O'Connor

L=l

| oul after WK Oniy {0 recCelve i

the |1.|...

L ErTHaE T I
Who's No
As things stand.

looks like the man has the poi {
haoth evenis anl !".4"5 the 1!!]!'_'.
Sponsored by Sh MNiCan
( -Jhlln-ﬂ'u cordial H-[: competitor 15 tha
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one lell
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.. TOUGH
BREAKS

Terry Hoffoss is the dass of the 125
nut he con't offorg mistokes.

e ——1 ULVERTON, Que.
At the first national motocross ..

the start of the first 250 cc moto August 23 there was little doubt
Ross Pederson was the man to beat. The heat, rough track,
dust and long motos created many variables but No. 1 plate-
holder Pederson dispatched the opposition as usual.

Because of the tough conditions and length of the races — 40
minutes plus one lap = riders rode enly oneclassand the 250 cc
even!s were the ones Lo walch,

In the lirst moto, Zoli Berenyi [r. [rom Edmonton ook the
holeshot. He led for half a lap before Pederson went by to finish
about 30 seconds in fronl, lapping up o the 10th-place rider.
Berenyi ran oul of steam in his elforts to keep Pederson at bay
and {aded to [ifth. with Mike Harnden moving into second spot
alter riding extremely well. Couture was in third untilheran out
of gas

In the second moto, Harnden took the holeshot with Peder-
son. Berenyi and Desourdy in hot pursuit. Pederson slipped by
on the second lap: a couple of laps later Harnden bobbled and
Berenyi and Desourdy got by. Then Desourdy got serious and
moved up on Pederson

Pederson started slowing with a broken footpeg. Desourdy
wen! by. The No. 1 rider on the green Kawasaki 250 stopped by
the track and instructed his mechanic to gel a pew flm!'k.j.:“'hlh:
he continued the race on one [ool. He r-!upp-e:l-l;.:-lln-mrt:i had the
peg installed and took off like a man possessed.

By then. Desourdy had laded and was passed by Harnden,
Couture and a hard-riding Currington. Berenyi was in fifthand
Buddy Ford. who had not raced since the Toronto supercross
because of a bad knee. was sixth.

Pederson was moving up quickly with his repaired peg.
reeling in Berenyi after passing Ford. Berenyi was inspired and
surged ahead, only to be passed by Pederson again. Berenyi,
riding the refrigerator-white factory Yamaha 250, jammed his
transmission and lost touch with the leaders.

Crossing the finish line first with a good lead was Harnden,
followed by Desourdy who had reached deep inside lo repass
fourth-place linisher Curringlon. Pederson was [ifth, now with
a cracked pipe, gaining on the leaders — bul too late.

In the first 125 ce moto, Terry Hofloss took the holeshotand
left the lield for dead. Douwg Hoover, Canadian senior 125 cc
champ for 1981. got the best of Rick Jones alter good dicing for
seoond, Quebec's Serge Gregoire put on a good ride tocome [rom
the back of the pack to lilth behind Dave Beatty.

In the second 125 cc moto Hoffoss again led fromthestartto
the linish. {;rrg:}:rr started well and was L!l:ﬁmﬂ on Holloss
when hecrashed. He was still well ahead of third at theend. Paul
Kingsley diced with Rob Hodgson, linally passing him forthird
Meanwhile, Pierre Chaine, after crashing and restarting in last
place blasted through the field and moved through the pack like
a knife to get into third at the flag. The order at the end was
Holloss, Gregoire, Chaine, Hodgson and Kingsley.

The riders packed up and headed off 1o Cowansville, Que., for
Serge Gregore few hs Yomaha 1o tecond 125 & Ulenon round lwo of the national series. O
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ROSS AGAIN

Pederson, as usudl, leaves everyone
racing for second place. Forget first.

COWANSVILLE, Que.

m 'he 'Hm Iil'nd WP for the start of | ‘

the lirst 250 cc moto. Berenyi was mounted on a preduction
Yamaha YZ250 instead of his lactory bike. He didnt like the

problems his special was giving him and chose a stock machine |

instead. Harnden, who had previously riddena production bike.,
took the OW250 and was the leader of the 250 class. The change
of bikes was to have serious ir:llj,:]il.'.l'tltrrrl:. for Harnden.

Berenyi took the lead. with Pederson close behind. By lap |
three, Pederson was past and gone. Hall-way intothef{irst moto,
Pederson had a lead of more than 30 seconds and at the end he |
was over a minute ahéad, never having slowed his blistering
pace.

Berenyi finished in second place, lollowed byAlan Logue
who had started filth. Harnden, meanwhile was in fourth and
crashed inlo Logue when Ir ying lo pass | il'ahppr."d backltosixth
place while his lead in the series also slipped. Ahead of Harnden |
in fourth and Iith were Pierre Couture and Buddy Ford, both
putting in good ricdes

Inthe second moto, Pederson took the holeshot and charged
so far ahead that in a few laps he was in backmarker traffic. No
one was close. The real race was [or second place. where
Harnden, Tim Krogh, Berenyi and Pierre Couture, lollowed by
Charlie Desourdy. were fighting it out in that order

Krogh crashed after the rear suspension on the Honda went
away. and was out of the fray. Desourdy got on the gas and
moved into second. At the half-way mark, Pederson had a huge
lead followed by Desourdy. Berenyi. Harnden and Couture.

Then there was another gap and Buddy Ford, Stan Currington, |

Mario Duhamel and Alan Logue were fighting for filth plu.l-r.

Moving up into third to starl a tremendous baitle with
second-placed Desourdy was Couture. They raced wheel to
wheel until Desourdy high-sided through the track barrier and
about 40 spectators. Fortunately, they were all watching the
fracas and moved in time o avoid injury. Desourdy got back on
the track and lost only two places. Couture had crashed on the
back part of the course and slipped down a position lo Berenyi
who was tiring at this stage.

Desourdy caught Couture again and they staged another
battle for second which Desourdy won. Third was Coulure
followed by Berenyi, Wally Levy who rode well from a bad start
to fifth, and Ford.

In the first 125 moto, Hofloss pulled his third holeshot inas
many races of the season and led to the end. Gregoire started in
eighth and worked his way up to second by the flag.

In the second 125 cc moto,a first-turncrash involvingmany
of the 44 riders that started left Hoffoss on the ground. Gregoire
wias about 14 riders down from the front and by the fifth lap he
was up lo fourth ],ll-tl. i,

By the fifth lap 100, Holloss alter an incredible charge was
in 10th place and moving up fast. By the end of the race, Rob Van
Diemen was the leader with Gregoire second, Daniel Couture
third and Hoffoss fourth. This leaves Holloss leading the series
with Gregoire in second spot lollowed by Rick Jones.

S ——

SRS =

‘L

;". < Lhm e Z"'I' nooeE o8 ':..-'._.-'-'1' I, Pl S OSSO0

| ULVERTOXN RESULTS

125 cc: 1—"Terry Holloss, Surrey. B.(.. [Yam). 2—5erge
Gregoire, Joliette, Que. [Yam): 3—Rick Jones. Picton, Onl.
(Yam):; 4—Doug Heover. Mi. Albert. Ont. [Yam); 5—Picrre
Chaine, Victoriaville, Que. [Yam).

250 cc: 1—Mike Hamden, Oshawa, Onl. ([Yam); 2—Ross
Pederson, Calgary [Kaw]: 3—Zoli Berenyi. Edmonton |Yam):
d=Charlie [}l_'ﬂ.uurd!;. Cowansville, Que. [C-A): 5=5tan Cur-
rington. Edmonton [Yam).

COWANSVILLE RESULTS

125 o 1—Terry Hofloss, Surrey, B.C. [Yam); 2—Serge
Gregoire, Cowansville, Que. [Yam); 3—Rick Jones, Picton, Ont.
[Yam): 4=Doug Hoover, Mt. Albert, Ont. [Yam); 5—=Rob Van
Diemen, Keremeos, B

250 o¢: 1—Ross Pederson, Calgary (Kaw): 2—Zoli Berenyi,
Edmonton [Yam): 3—Mike Harnden, Oshawa, Onl. [Yam): 4—
Stan Curringtlon, Edmonton (Yam); 5—Pierre Couture, Drum-
mondville, Que. [Yam).

STANDINGS AFTERTWO ROUNDS

125 oc: 1—Terry Holloss, Surrey, BC. [Yam): 2—Serge
Gregoire, Joliette, Que. [Yam): 3—Rick Jones. Picton, Oni.
(Yam); 4—Doug Hoover, M. Albert, Ont. [Yam); 5—Rob Van
Diemen, Keremeaos, B.C.

250 cc: 1—Ross Pederson, Calgary [Kaw): 2—=ZLoli Berenvyi.
| Edmonton [Yam): 3=Mike Harnden, Oshawa. Ont. [Yam): 4

Stan Currington, Edmonton | Yam): 5—Pierre Couture, Drum
mondville, Que. [Yam). [

.
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CANADA’'S MAGNIFICENT MOTORCYCLE SHOWS
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Jon Cornwell crashed in this national short track in Calgary, August 1, and broke his pelvis in another crash the next day.

._ﬁ_.iﬂﬂlt_l!’lil Hu...*_l ir;_g_l'!nrl:track 54 Hln_:lllln]urod but victorious 58

Second in 250 and first in 500 in Calgary was enough A broken clavcie and sparée bie is still endugh 1o win
Malherbe clinches second title 56 Albertans decide champions 59
Honda team-male Noyce pul up a hght 10 the ias! molo A season of road racing bods down o the Ecmonton hinal

- s
PR UL A PHY BY ML AN
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Roval Adderson [rom Calgary is the man (o beal. He w |II wear Ihe short track No. 1 in 1982

Adderson is No. 1 in short track

Second in 250 cc and first in 500 cc classes in Calgary was Er*Du:h

e = s s  —— — ——

By Harlow Rankin

CALCARY—=Aller two
rounds ol the national short
irack series, Iwo niders sat
atop the 500 cc expert class
Separaled by only one point,
Alberta’s Roval Adderson had
his Blackfoot Honda onthe lop
ol the ladder with Ontarios
John Parker in dr
Yamaha

Calgary track conditions
were par excellence for this
east-wesl {inale on August 2,
bial nnlj. alter a ot of hard
work and a lot of politicking.
Although Adderson had had
problems in the prévious
rounds with his 250 cc
machine, he was a foree 1o be
reckoned with in Calgary

As the 250 cc expertcrew hit
the first turn of their main,
Adderson had the holeshot
with the Black oot [ire engine
Jon Cornwell challenged with
!]lx‘ll.qlu.lh.i_i'll.]'11:t|:|1l.,.1'-.|'ln;|]ful
his efforts. Peter Grant moved
up to préssure Adderson wilh
a Harley-Davidson Iwo-
stroke. Grant took the lead at
the three-quarter mark and
never looked back. Adderson
cruised in lor second place,
while (Ontarios Todd Sharp-

1
ae aboard a
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{1 .|'|r".| -'1 . 115 I |:.|;|_E_| nloH the

third slot at the final flag

Ontario’s Darryl [H"l'rw't
scooped a double viclory in
the 250 cc and 500 cc senior

classes. Johnson, mounted on
Honda machinery. set a Cal-
gary track record in the pro-
cess, lapping just under 18
seconds. BC's Troy Barnes,
also mounted on Hondas, look
home the second place monéy
in both classes.

Albertan Terry Marion
picked up Bultaco s only gold
ol the session with his flirs
place ride in the 250 cc junior
class. Ontlanos Tom Sharp-

f:!':l'h.'-.l':ﬂ thi

!1“1.&. -\.]'.u'n. r4_| ]',1'.‘
aval with a line second-place
ride on her Can-Am

Tension peaked as the 500c
11prrh )] |1L1 oul for the last
race of the evening. Adderson
grabbed the lead at the drop of
relerce Larry Bastedo's green
{lag. The vellow llag went out
next, followed by red.
Quebecer Martin Lavoie
crashed his Honda. Lavoie
walked away only badly
shaken, but shattered himsell
sufficiently to spoil his chan-
ces for the hall-mile national
next day at Olds, Alta

On the re-start, Adderson

as

L

Darryi ]uhmnn from S1. Catharines, Onl., won both the 500
and 250 cc senior classes at the E:Ij.:ar} nalional, :".ugu&l z

made a run for |II i I:u: kered
flag. Armie Wick gave chase,
but the US. rider was no
malch for Adde .xum Cornwell
was secure in third aboard his
Yamaha as the [inal Ll,l wenl
.-y.. then it was over

John Parker's Yamaha chal-
lenge [ailed to materialize

Adderson caplured the short |
i ]::].l'!r fl:l.' ":.l.l hilllll |

rack No
Honda and Duraprine Pro-
ducts of Calgary. And, Carling

O'Keefe graciously provided |
riders with refreshments |
| 2

while they were colleciing |

1k

rhm thoughts for the next
1! 1y s final hall-mile round at
4.". ‘Ii 1a
RESLILTS
oM of pendar; | —Terry Markn, Alberis
Bl F=Totl Sharpless. Do Mills, O
ol

Ehirry b [t rmmm, Sl Ll B
F—-Troy Barneds B

300 e el ] ==
PR =
M

Sl g b 1~ Dharry Lo
Dsl. [Hea) 2=Trey N

febial, S Cath
FEgr 1Y jiara, B0
| D]

Bl @k exparic |- Poter (tand, Woted-
beridge, Ot | M-DH F=Raoy sl Addersos. Cal
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FOR OUR SUSPENSION
CAME OUT OF THE BLUE.

When the Yamaha engineers {irst set out to design cooled engine lurks under that aerodynamic nose
he SR-V, they had their heads in the clouds And for 1982, a series of major modifications has
Could the ultra sophisticated susp pension thatallows  cranked the horse-power output up even higher,
a ten-ton )et to slam to earth at 100 mph. be rhile improving efficiency and
acapted toa :::‘.*:::.“f-:":;'.r:- ? oy

durability

What's more, we've re-
vamped the clutch
to deliver all that

T - . fliaht of fan
The answer is no flight of fancy: using simi-

1 | e Rl L T4
dl R::"’{}JL ds "'.L"‘...h K5 Ya manas exciusive

s
Telescopic S:J Suspension is the most

EEL -y =y

= 1 3 ¥ = ' s

advanced 1n the iIndustry, faww D':?HEI e
b ¥ AT ik [ | Bl
Malched WE W DU T"-.I. e IVIOTG

:*Jc—c:.? to the
"'dl{,.h_ TE5S
your thumb -
you feel an
Instantaneous
response
The mean, wide-
shouldered stanc
and the low H'.If”_"q]..'E'"]l"lg
profile of the restyled SR-V
says it all. Here is a machin
that crosses a new threshold of
snowmobile performance
The Yamaha SR-V.
Book your test flight soon

- AMAN

THE WAY IT SHOULD BE.

shock rear suspension it creates

the '.r:.m] snowmobile sus-
- _
pension system. Anc a

. ik ] 1 . L T -
ITHOOALL, TILLLCL TICIE Rilals

unparalleled for
"I:::"'-‘cr'. and ease of
handling

Power? A
mighty 935 ¢ ian-
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Malherbe clinches second title

Honda team-mate Noyce put up a fight to the last moto

I:]lL[.”RL'{:h Luxem |
bourg=Andre MNalherbe, the
defending 1980 molocross
champion, rode |

115 laclory
Honda to his secomnd consecu-
tive world 500 cc title
). The stocky Belgia
lowed in the linal placings Dy
his English Honda
Graham MSovee who finished
only seven points short ol
?'nl-li!il';i-i"\. X4 panl SCore
This is the third consecutive
time that Honda has taken the
title and the first time that any
manufacturer has captured

Augusl
nwas lols

TEAMm=rald

both first and second places
In the 24 molo, 12
Malherl
sewen ‘-1'1_l-ll-| :|:.|| "5

For the nearly 40,000 sped
latlors who turned L[ o I bt
overcast day. the title was still

FebiCl® SEErIes,

s ook [ive wing and

undecided even .|.rr|'i the lirsl
miato hi u*. bween o Yo has
mounted Makan '..|:||;'.:'~!
from Swedén ran away with
the Dirs! molo starl follwed
t':h Noyee. Hut ivoycoe faded
.|1',|1 WWds :!l.:vo.l'lf h'l. ?'i‘.l]r'.l'.'-::ll'
whoclosed on Carlgvist some-
what but decided nol to risk
!"]r' I|1|l' ;:'|| Y 1|!1:| hl' Ll u"l|
;u..n-- 28 seconds behind the
Swede

Be ...1,11 Malherbe, the figh
wias for third, lourth and fifth
places. Noyvee held ofl lellow
Englishman Dave Thorpe, a
fast-learning voung Kawa-
saki rider who was having his
own problems holding ofl
Jean-Jacques Bruno, the
Suruki far fory rider. Bruno
| ru*-.u't.' ”11‘ ]II'.I‘.I !:.ll Lipn lr! al
second behind Thorpe

Nerves were sirained at the
s1art I.l[ rhu L'!l',.l| molo of the
world series, so sirained that
several riders ran over the of-
ficial flagman in o false start
When the flag linally dropped,
Belgian Andre Vromans, who
had ridden to a lackluster
sixth place in the first moto.
h:.1'~.[1'l:! away 1 a :.n.! ditch
allemp! lo secure his second
consecutive fourth place inthe
world series. Noyce was close
behind

zoyee held second place for |

only one lap belore first molo
winner Carlgvist went {lying

by. This effectively doomed |

Andre Malherbe (right) and Graham Noyce finished lirst and second respectively in the world

500 cc MOlOCToss Series.

Malherbe listened well 1o flive-time world 500 cc molocross
champ Roger DeCoster, who now coaches Honda riders.
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Novoe's atlempt at the chams-
pionship. He had to win the
molo and hive Malherbe fin.
:'-.,!‘: il ol !t:t' ;:-lr.r':lh. I:'|.|.l.'|.tl'l: LD
!.|.rr.|'1]':1'::|:]|'

Malherbe crashed on the
sl L1ir|;|;,j.' i ll'qq'.'rlilqu'.l ]'q.l.'l,
indd with the title firmly in his
sights avoided any heroics to
finish in eighth place. Mal-
herbe. very pleased with his
world title. commented, "Now
the season is over all I'm look-
ing forward to is making it
three in a row next year.

American Brad Lackey.
second overall in 1980,
switched from Kawasaki to
Surzuki for 1981 but was
unable to secure the title or
equal his previous years
resull. He finished in sixth
::E.I'.l" overall,
FINALWORLD STANDINGS

j o= Al A Heos] Fid

oralin b T P sl I kB i
f lihan Carlgyial, Swedon
¥ : i == Andey Vrwersin, Bl
Yi 5 w ai=Lia e refen § et e
2T | 3
Be=rad Lachiy. UISA [Susl 9 7
Crtard Rosed Methailands (KTAL 8- 8
iak Vel Vellhang Palgogen |K TNI) K]
FENITERT Eieal o o0 Nl g

Lewiid! Wintaoh b, Nl bhailadela, | Hom) 48
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Pederson is 125 champion and plans to dominate nationals

WILLIAMSFORD, Ont.— |

The [our-round Onlario Pro
fessional Molocross Series is
over and standing tallest inthe
125 cc class is the 1980 Cana-
dian motocross champion
Ross “Rollerball”™ Pederson.
The Calgarian won lour of the
cight! molos, got second p|.|r i
in three and tied with Terty
Holloss of Surrey, B.C.. in
another.

Terry Holloss placed (ifth
in the series despite not hay-
ing ridden in either the first or
second rounds at London and
Oshawa

Second overall in the series
following Pederson's
points with a score of 149 is
Dennis James from Aurora,

Hoffoss tough at Walton

:IH'J.':|

But a determined Pederson won

by Ferruccio Rizzo
~ WALTON, Ont.—Calgary’s
Ross Pederson. riding a
production-based Kawasaki,
held off strong competition
from British Columb
cross champion Terry Holloss
to lake the overall win of the
third round of theOntario Pro
{essional Motocross Cham-
pionship, August 9

Hofloss held the lead with
his Yamaha YZ125 through
most of the first moto, How-
ever. with two laps remaining
1980 molocross q.]Ll.‘!L;uur!
Pederson nipped by lor the
Win

The second 125 moto was a
dramalic continuation of the
first. Hofloss held the lead
unlil the last lap but passing a
slower rider cost him enough
lime that Pederson caught up
They crossed the line ina dead
heat. Officials awarded Peder-
son the win since he won the
first moto. Holfoss finished
second overall with senior
rider Doug Hoover [rom Mt
Albert., Ont.. third on a
Yamaha and Dennis James
from Aurora, Ont.. fourth,also
on a Yamaha

In the 250 molos, Pederson
swepl his KX250 lo a clean
pair of wins and {irst overall

il 2 molo

R L l'.

overall

Terry Holloss from Surrey,
B.C.. won'l let Pederson rest
on his laurels in the 125 cc
class. He's oul lo be No. 1.

lor the day. Mike Harnden
from Oshawa. Onl. look a
third in the first molo and

'-:r'ulnd 1N moldo (wo (O i_ll].lf:l' |

second overall. Alan Logue
from Hamilton got reverse
scores 1o Harnden. He was
second in the first molo and
third in the second. Logue
placed third overall for the day
despite his equal poinls score
to Harnden because ol Hamn-
den's better score in the final
moto

Mike Ha ;:ndt'n {above) “'u-n 250

— | P
| , o

Harnden beats Pedersonin 250

| Ont. [ames won the lirs! moto
of the series and hinished inno
worse than sixth place
Behind James in third spot is
Robbie Hodgson of Cam-
bridge, Ont. Hodgson earned
136 points
In the tough 250 cc class,
| Oshawa's Mike Harnden rode
his Yamaha to the overall vic-
| tory by a mere two poinls—
168 —over Pederson's 166.
! Harnden won two of the eight
molos in the series, expectedly
s0 on his home track in
Oshawa, Ont. Pederson won
every other moto but a DNFin
round two in Oshawa was his
undoing. Hamilton’s Alan
Logue was third overall with
118 poinl s,

WRMVIRAMNE

cc Ontario series while 1980
No. 1 plate-holder Ross Pederson won the 125 class.

IR Do i3 B

’ r.'.'r'-r. A
w2 L ;Cﬁ?
i 7 Y
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s
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= P Yea
Senior rider Doug Hoover from M1, Albert, Onl., was third
overall at Walton, Ont. He beat a lot of fast experts.
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Hindle injured but victorious

A broken clavicle and spare bike are still enough to win

By Colin Fraser

SHANNONVILLE, Onl.—
[_...Il'.:l.: ”'.I'.-:.:!l' !1'-I|L. ik fEad L il
pro Formula One and
i T i :!‘;'!;
uf ’:"u' i'..l"\.'l i Canadda {-ﬂlﬁ.'.!ll:
Challenee al Shannonville
MMotorsport Park Aug. 16. Rid
ine with a shoulder broken
l|!1','|, Iwio Wwirirks Previ
Sanair in Quebec, Hind
his back-up ke toconvincing

AHI R

SLEE M

DIKe racs

T |-|1. ol

o i :|.\,

= silasn ihs
wins while tha
strogglsd with problems ol
their ovwn

(soing into the
Norm Murpin
w3 W ]l-:

superhnke
andd Caolin

[
Gil
fun
1T|:|p.".j.. holding a shight edge
A the stapt, Caahb Loledd Hin
alie where he

ol Al

kel i a

points lead, wilh

o cofmer 1wa

promptly hil some
bailed ofl, domaming only his
Ldeno Kawasaki. Murphy
(LS TH !]',1']: '\-.III']'\ ||.'.|!:; :|,-::||:' R
crished his Suzuki inthe same
Aduirs

also onily

F|:,1|r i tha il :l;r
phy's injunes were
Suzuki- ..-1|

This lell
for fiFst.
improving Andrew Turksira
second on his Kawasaki, 're
vienling Kawasaki swoeep
was Cinadian No. 1 George
Mornn who worked his wian
up to third alter a bad start
wilh hig MeBride s/ CAM
& ?"n.!l i Bl ki t-"\.:l'lll'."-l':! I.E
L STFIH

Hoth f"v.'.':..; hy and Cabb
wiere husy looking for |1 ks 1o
ritle in Formula One altertheir
superbike crashes 3"...1; rphy
borrowed amaleur s
Swruke only o have the
lery go aller one lap. G

aleacl

Hindle Ta

Wil an ever

bunl-
ihl was

more [ortunale. Earlier in the
% h'l'lfl.. I":-I'Il_‘l E:r'1'|'. Tesiina a0 mew.,
Canathan bmll F-1 nke he
|'.|-,n-~.. by radde ol the Nont

GP. Although not Tully sorted
ol 1!11' |I;.IF.I' "|a'l.'|.i i RM Wi

spoed and Colinopled o run il
in Formula One. Built by Peter
e, ihit bike uses aKawa
molor as a

|1;|':1'.1!-:'.‘ amd (ealures "-.!r'l'.'.:l'-

s KD siressed

shock suspension and hand-

buillt brakes. It Dears a

resemblance 1o European |

Caolin

endurance :n.n_hi:u-:_\
rodle
One. albeit a long way behind
Hindle

CLEGAS AT NP EATIEER

[ A-Kien the wi

it 1o second in Formula |

el

=

i

Newcomer to racing Art Robbins won the amateur superbike
race and goes laster than even some of the experl racers.

L]
L]

g -

L —

I""'.'u---l--n....,

Lang Hindle won both superbike and Formula One events
despite a broken clavicle suffered Iwo weeks previously.

In the 250 GP linal. Micro
on=sponsored Yamaha rider
Clive NG-A-Kien staged a
race-long battle with Shoei
B o kel Sponsore d Yan | .i'l.'.
rvidicr Csary Caollins ‘;lt e Bl 1"
they il look &
rederee s decision 1o 2ive M-
n. Behind them.
nd

WMCEY BO A :l"\-l'

Team Canadas Bob i'.:l.l il
Claude Leroux diced it up. fin-
ishing in that order.

Wildest race of the LE.n. Wads

the pro 750 production round,

L

Clenn Whilsmith.
Ted Rediord
crashed when il started to
rain, as did new leaders Mar-

in Schubert, Paul MacMillan
and even Whilsmith

In a contest of who could
drag their béent machinery
across the line first, \Whil-
smith triumphed with his
Ontario Honda/Big Red-
SpOnsor e Yamaha 350.

In the amateur ranks, sev-

[y
leader

Won
Early

Steve Galbraith, No. 111, winner of 553 amateur production, leads u'_nnlual third place
Peter Milewski, No. 89, and Warren Milner, No. 731, oll the starting line.

by riders guaranteed to join
the pros nex! season. Don
Gray-Wheeler clinched the
111I1h'r|::lllh.l'|lﬂl"L‘ilfhhilﬁ-!h‘-.'l\l'."f
Cvcle-sponsored Kawasaki
by placing a close second to
fist up and coming Suzuki-
mounted Art Robbins. while
*Radical Ron”™ Damaren again
rwdored the 750 production
field on his Zdeno Honda, Fas-
tes! of the horde of Yamaha
RD350 riders was Steve Gal-
braith, who took his third 555
production win and placed
second to Damaren in the 750
o class

RESULTS
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Albertans decide champions

A season of road racing boils down to the Edmonton final

By Don Weix

EDMONTON—=Steve Dick | S

and Frank Sertima each won |

one GP race. Dick claimed the
250 cc GP race and the 250

Alberta championship while |
Van Sertima did the same in |

the 500 GP class. Both riders

were aboard 250 cc machines |
for both classes. The racing |

action took place during the
final round of the Alberta road

racing |‘.h.|:1'tp:nn¢!'u|'r, Aug. 9, |

al Edmonton International
Speedway

Van Sertima won the first
six lap heat in the 250 class
only to be beaten out for the
overall by Dick’s win in the
second heatl. Van Serlima gol
even by taking the 500 ¢cc win
with a second in the first heat
and a win in the second. Dick
was leading the second heat,
when under heavy pressure
from Van Sertima, he crashed
unhur! at the hu-:h.;u' turn

The 125 ccclass saw Warren
McKinnon on his Castrol
Scona Cycle Honda sweep
both Beats in the expert class, |
McKinnon also took the|
Alberta 125 expert title. Ernie
Carter took both 125 c¢ junior |
heats. Gerry Barlman cap- |
tured the Alberta 125 ¢ junior |
title by finishing third. Barl- |
man had only tofinishtoclaim |
the championship. bul was |
dicing for first place with Car- |
ter when helost it inthebridge |
corner. He sullered a broken |
collar-bone and wrist, but still
managed to push his bike 100
meters to the finish line tofin-
ish and claim the champion-
ship.

Steve Dick easily won both
:u:pr-l!'tu]u' heats and the
Alberta championship on his
Blackfoot Cycle sponsored
Kawasaki 1000. Dick’'s main
competition, Darcy Detlor,
also on a Blackloot-sponsored
Kawasaki 1000, l!r|.|[1F'I-l1! ot
with Efgine p[u!l!-':Th. Sqewve
Cunneyworth linally got his |
Renfrew Sports/Microlon |
Honda 900 running well and |
took second in both heats.
Cunneyworth, Detlor, and
Brien Smith all tied for second
in the Alberta superbike |

Expert Goldie Trelenberg, No. 170, holds off hard-charging juniors Gerry Bartman, No.98,
and Ernie Carter, No. 54, in the 125 cc GP Aug. 9 al Edmonton International Speedway.

championship

The under 550 cc
expert, over 550 cc caleexpert
and lightweight production
championships were all won
by Jim Fahey on E and S
Motoreyeles-sponsored Ya-
maha RD350s. Brian Woods

won both the lightweight pro- |

G0 CYCLE CANADA NOVEMBER 1548)

|,.|fr- |

duction and undler 550 o f.:fr
juntor illes, The 250 cc P
junior title was won by Derek
Sandilands on a Yamaha
TZ250, while Erle Holcombe |
claimed the junior 500 cc GP |
title, also on a Yamaha

The 401-750 cc junior pro-

duction championship was

won by BobSweel ona Honda
750. The over 550 cc r:.l[l:]un-
ior championship was won by
Dallas Smith on a Suzuki
1100. In women's compelilion,
Nancy Kirstl won the under
550 cc cale junior champion-
ship, while Lori Bateman took

| the over 550cc title.
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Deadly pinging
proved to be

Treating the symptom
won't always cure
the problem

62 CYCLECANADA NOVEMBEK 19481

“Go up two more. Seki-san. See il we
can stop that pinging.”

“But Mike-san, engine already run too
rich. Look, plug check.”

"l know Seki-san, but the engine will
never last if this pinging doesnt stop.”

The scene was the 1966 Grand Prix of
Italy at the famed Monza Autodrome. The
final practice session had proceeded like
the others, unsuccessiully. The machine
bencath me that day, a 250 cc RD56
Yamaha lactory twin, would not respond
to any of the usual procedures to obtaina
semblance of correct running.

All through practice a persistent rat-
tling sound filtered up from the engine
compartment. resonating within the fair-
ing. It sounded distinctly like a handful of
ball bearings hammering the tops of the
twao pislons.

In previous race meetings if this condi-
tion persisted for more than afew seconds
piston failure resulted. Monza's high-
speed swervery was certainly no place to
suddenly destroy a piston which would
inevitably result in a locked rear wheel.

Seki-san. one of the Japanese mechan-
ics. and | were totally baffled. The pinging
noise, usually caused by too lean a fuel
mixture, could not be remedied by the
convenlional increase in jel size. The
spark plugs came out almost black during
the practice pit stops to check spark plug
coloration.

With the low rpm magneto and points
ignition system employed on the RD56,
too much fuel not only resulted in a loss of
performance, but also fouled plugs in
slow corners. However. plug fouling was
never a problem at Monza as no slow
comers curved in the autodrome.

Plug fouling on today's racers is seldom
a problem since the capacitor discharge
ignition system in cOMmon use increases
spark plug voltage from the magneto’s
20,000 or so volts to over 30,000 volts,
enough to burn through just about any
quantity of fuel and oil.

Still baffled by the malady. | began the
race somewhat hesitantly, but aftera few
laps with no indication of piston lailure |
began racing confidently. Both Phil Read
and Bill Ivy and their works four-cylinder
2505 had been unexpectedly and urgently
called to Japan for private testing before
the all important Japanese GP leaving my
privately entered twin Yamaha's only
hope for 250 honors.

And the way it was running it scemed
few honors would come Yamaha's way.
Even in its detuned state the RD56 easily
outstripped all opposition except the fac-
tory Honda 250 six-cylinder machines

ridden by Stuart Graham and Mike
Hailwood.

As race results were a foregone conclu-
sion for all three of us, we made a race of it
for the massed crowd of enthusiastic
spectators. My speed being the slowest of
the three, | became the measure, some four
seconds outside my previous 1964 lap
record time.

About mid-distance a sudden misfire
developed from my struggling twin and a
quick pit stop revealed a severed internal
wire in the magneto which ultimately
caused my retirement. Two laps later
Stuart Graham also pitted and subse-
quently retired, leaving Mike Hailwood
all alone to race at will,

As a clear indication of Hailwood's rid-
ing skills, partially out of boredom and
wishing an end to the parade he knocked
six seconds off our earlier speed and
lapped over two seconds inside my pre-
vious lap record. He nodoubt wascapable
of amuch faster time if pushed to produce.

Although my ultimate failure during
this race in no way was caused by the
disconcerting engine pinging it remained
a puzzle for many days. since the usual
action of richening carburetion mixture
did not cure the problem. It wasn't until |
talked to other riders after the race meet-
ing and learned that many of them also
experienced difficulties with high rpm
engine rattling and pinging that the truth
revealed itself.

Those riders experiencing difficulties
were all using the same brand of fuel as
me, and we concluded that a low oclane
batch or a stale load of gasoline had been
inadvertently dished out at the race meet-
ing. This suspicion was later confirmed
by the Italian federation after tests were
made as a result of a number of rider
complaints.

It was something | should haverealized,
as bad gasoline had caused piston failure
in my 500 cc G50 Matchless in the 1964
Senior TT in the Isle of Man where a hole
the size of a dime neatly melted through
the piston crown.

Tostop the pinging all | would have had
o do was to reduce engine compression
by inserting a thicker or a second head
gasket and then re-carbureting to suit the
new sel of circumstances.

Granted. power would have been less,
but it would have been far better than
going the route | did.

Experiences of this nature cannot be
learned by merely reading a book. Like so
many of today's learning experiences only
so much can be learned by study and most
must be learned by participation. o
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Remembering the good old days
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Lmkmg back on a career

of getting lost, hurt

and embarrassed

By Carl Bastedo

A funny thing happened on the way to
the ...

One of the great things about being
involved with motorcycle sport for any
length of time is the collection of fond
memaories, humorous events and “serious
at the time but funny later™ things that
happened as my friends and I travelled
about the country.

| selected a few from my repertoire as |
couldn’t possibly tell you all of them. As |
thought about them, | laughed. bul in a
strange way. | cried too. You had 1o be
there ...

I've always been known as the person
who gets lost, whether it is going to the
races, riding enduros or whatever. My
classics include getting lost in an ISDT,
which is really hard todo, but happened to
me in Poland in 1967. 1 wen! the wrong
way and it ended up putting me out of the
event on the first day. | alsogot lostin the
majorily of enduros I've ridden. That's
why | stopped.

The 1966 Corduroy was held on a wet,
cold and miserable day. The only way |
knew toget back to the start aller gelting
lost was through very rough terrain. I got
back just as a search party was leaving lo
get me. They all roared in laughter at my
rainsuit which consisted of wrist, leg and
waisl ¢lastics. Everything else was tom
off.

Then there was the time | went to
Hamilton for a trials eventand drove back
and forth on the highway looking for the
location until I looked over and saw all the
compelitors waving at me as | went by.
They had watched me pass by acouple of
times and knew, as usual, that | was los!.

| have enough classic experiences in
motocross 1o fill a book. Back in 1959 |
used to ride my Triumph Tiger Cub to
Niagara Falls and take the plates off for
the race. In the old club motocross events
you would see guys racing Norton road
bikes and Harley-Davidson Duo-Glides
complete with [loorboards. | was theonly
one who wore a helmet.

I went to a race in Otlawa once with Jim
Kelly and Gerry Vandereyken in my old

Carl Bastedo is a former motocrosser
who is now a track owner and promoler.
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Carl Bastedo wasn't always the mild-
mannered businessman you see today.
He used to be a wild motocrosser.

Buick. We all had to be at work on the
following Monday morning. and so drove
home the Sunday night after we all got
injured: Gerry with a broken arm, |im
wilh no [ron! teeth and me with a badly
cut foot. The next day at work L had 1o say
that | dropped a knife on my foot while
making a sandwich because | would have
been fired if the boss knew it had hap-
pened while racing.

There was thetimein 1967 | was leading
my first expert race, being wildly cheered
on by my brother. when | crashed on the
last lap. | staggered around in greal pain
as my brother ran up. To help me. |
thought. Instead he whacked me [or [all-
ing off. It nearly gave me a concussion.

In 1967 1 had just golten a job with
Manley Kawasaki and my boss, Mike
Manley. and his fiancec cametowatchthe
new employee race in Peterborough, Onil.
I was still on a Bultaco then and would
start working for them the next day. |
wanled to impress them and rode "way
over my head. I fell off right before their
eyves, breaking my collarbone. They were-
n't impressed, | had to ge! a lniend todnive
me around for the lirst two weeks on the
jub.

In 1974 | rode the Daytlona Supercross.
A friend had been severely injured ina pit
accident prior to practice and | got back
from the hospital just in time for my heat
which | mistakenly went into without
praclice.

I got an excellent start and was at the
front. turning right in the first comer.
Everyone else went left. It was a good

thing that I was not in the middle of the
starting line.

Friends and | had a great time racingin
Quebec. Some of the stories from Chicou-
timi | can’t tell, but there was another
classic there in 1965, It was outside Mont-
real and the promoters wanted aninterna-
tional race so they put flags from various
countries on the backs of the competitors.
My family name is Spanish from about
200 years ago. You guessed it. my brother
and | were the Spanish team.

Then there was the Trans-Am at
town, Onl., in 1974 and we decided that
our newest rider, Jeff Wecker, would ride
a Kawasaki KX450, The KX450, you s¢e,
was the baddest molorcycle around but
Brad Lackey had with some coaching told
Jeff how great it was. Brad was Jeffs hero
and he wanted to ride the sucker.

We all thought it was a great joke and
went oul to watch Jeff bounce around the
course. Instead, Jeffl surprised everyone
including his hero by winning the support
class. We never did tell him how bad it
really was.

There was also that day at the Edmon-
ton nationals in 1975, After the race. a
bunch of us stood in a circle and drank
some very potent wine that Yamaha's Bob
Woerk had brought along. It was a very hot
and dusty day and it was a sight to watch
as our mechanic, Cliff White, fell face
down in the centre of the circle and didn't
move even as the dust settled over him.
Next casualty was Kawasaki rider Jorma
Rautiainen who was charitably carried
and placed in Bill McLean's fancy new
Yamaha van. Unfortunately. Jorma
became violently ill while sitting in the
front of the van and we didn’t find out
until we went to wake him up later,

Speaking of sick. youshould haveexpe-
rienced the food we had in Poland during
that 1967 ISDT. Two of our team mechan-
ics houred out before the second check-
point on the first day. Seems thay had to
stop behind every fifth tree they saw.

In reviewing my list of “incidents” |
realize that | don't have the space to get &
them all in. | also realize that some ul’my g
old friends would lay waste to meif | did. &
I'll sign off for this month by asking youto £ §
tell me about some of the memorable <
things that have happened to you over the
}'r.-nrs. Maybe in the future they can be =
included in another list of memories. OE
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Barry Benson
Motors Ltd.

We sell Honda Motorcycles
and Honda power products

WE SELL SATISFACTION
(705)566-1152
FOR MOTORCYCLES

Complete sales, service,
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WHO WON WHAT

ROSS PEDERSON CONTINUES
TO DOMINATE MOTOCROSS

AT WILLIAMSFORD

Motlocross
Williamsford, Onil.
August 16
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CANADIAN MOTORCYCLING

SPORT AS SEEN
BY CMA

Reflections on a tri r
to the Bluenose rally

By Jim Kelly

It's amazing what can be accomplished
when a club, organizer or an individual is
dedicated. The Apple Valley Riders
Motoreycle Club, organizer of the annual
Bluenose rally, took a sitvation which
would have had people collapsing — no
land. no kitchen, no washrooms, elc. —
and by dint of sheer hard work, turned
what had all the makings of adisasterinto
a real success. My admiration is endless!

Had occasion to notice an auto on the
main highway to Toronto during our rush

hour starl to the Bluenose. This vehicle |

dashed hither and yon, screaming up on |
others’ rear ends, jumping on the brakes,
using all four lanes of traffic. Back and
forth he went, like a man demented.

Alter 10 miles of this. he was exactly
one car length ahead of our small bike
group, which had stayved inone lane. Now,
| wonder whose nerves were in the best
shape?

My nomination for the braves! [or stu-
pidest?) rider I've ever known goes to the
biker who was in the passing lane in the |
mad stretch of Hwy. 20 from Montreal to |
Quebec. Before he had completed his pass
ol the inside vehicle. a carload of appar-
ently parlying people were about 12
inches off his back fender, flashing lights
and blowing the horn.

Did our brave one shrink with fear?
Instead, he completed his pass at his own
speed and saluted the close attention with
a simple single digit. Ouch!

Couldn’t help but wender about the 750
ridercruising through rush hour traflicon
the Hwy. 401 Toronto stretch with both
feet planted f(irmly on the crash bar-
mounted hi-way pegs — and no brake
extension.

OFFICIALS

What duty has an announcer to race
speclators regarding comments which
affect official's actions? Two recent
instances come to mind where the
announcer specifically stated something
had happened requiring official action.
Many things an official is called on todo

Jim Kelly is @ member of CMA's

national board of directors.

Rﬂddﬂ are part of the annual
Bluenose rally in Nova Scolia.

are judgment calls. It's my opinion they
should be left to the officials!
DIRT TRACK

A great half-mile national at Leaming-
ton, Onl. Jim Robinson and his gallant
crew deserve congratulations.

It was interesting to take stopwatchlap
limes on many riders and compare the
time differences by rider class and
machine capacity. As an example, would
you believe the same rider, senior classifi-
cation, turned at least one lap at a laster
time on his 250 than on his 5007

It also constantly surprises me to see
the relatively small lap time differences
between the 85-plus horsepower 7508 and
the 50-odd 5008 — often less than one
second per lap.

Maybe one answer to increasing avail-
able prize money is to cut down on the
classes. How aboul running a 240-500
class, at least in the junior and senior rider
classifications? This would still permit
current 250 cc owners lo have a competi-
tive ride without replacing their machin-
ery whileculling out twoclasses from the
program.

I'm sure all thoese who watched the 500
senior race al the short track national at
Welland will agree Brian Barcroll rode a
perfect race to win. First off the line and
then constantly under pressure from two
fine riders in Johnston and Holliday, he
never made a mistake. Alsointeresling lo
note he rode astock-framed, almost stock-
engined 500 cc Yamaha to win over two
very exotic specials.

Hospital stop for Alan Loughhead and
Chris Evans at the Welland national with
broken arm and broken leg respectively.

Loughead's erash was terril ving as he gol
oul of control and hil the fence head-on.
The thump could be heard all over the
grounds as he knocked the fence down.

Will the AMA withdraw the restrictor
rule for 19827 Maybe it's already done,
now that Yamaha and Honda have
entered the 750 fray. However, the next
question is, if they contlinue to be as unsuc-
cessful as so far, how long will they stay?
And then, hmm, right back where we
started from!

ISDE

Economics have forced many riders to
withdraw their applications, with the
result that Canada may well have the
smallest group at the ISDE in vears. Cer-
tainly there will not be more than 10 riders
and probably fewer. depending on the
enlry acceplance procedures.

I understand that only teams are
accepted by organizers and a single
entrant cannot be taken. Anyway, with
the withdrawing of several vetlerans,
some of our younger riders will be trained
under fire.

Dealing with other counlries onvarious
events must be a most frustrating expe-
rience. Thanks to Marilynn and the
national office are in order for the work
they must do for the ISDE as regards
entries, regs, accommodation, elc.
TRIALS

A good stadium trial was used as inler-
mission entertainment at a Welland short
track. The obstacles were difficultand the
calibre of riding good. Spectators seemed
to thoroughly enjoy the show.
MOTOCROSS

Invitationals — aword which lately has
been more akin to a curse than a blessing.
The latest format for motocross, primar-
ily in Ontario. hasn't exactly been receiv-
ing rave nolices from the senior riders. In
this set-up, seniors ride with and are
scored with experts.

My personal opinion is we'd be [ar bet-
ter of [ to split invitationals onriderclassi-
fication rather than on capacity. That :
way, the seniors wouldat least be compel- #
ing with seniors and gelling some of the
prize money. We'll be hearing moreon this,
1 hope, before 1982,

Greal to see Canadian riders having
entries at grands prix. It's a most notable =
fact that we now have iwo riders. Rob
Hodgson and Ross Pederson, with world
championship points. (.

HAFIY BY REID SAXFORD

PFHITTIN
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SPECIFICATIONS
Honda CBX

finued froem Pode 45

]

MIODBL 355t £ s 1981 Honda CBX Supersport
TESTDISTANCE. ....ccvvicvevrnsaseana-7.008 km
R o et et L e i $5.999
ENGINE

HLPE o2oees

Four-stroke air-cooled inline six, DOHC.
four valves per cylinder

DISPLACEMENT .. . vvevcesssuoesnnsannss 1.047 cc
BOREANDSTROKE .............. 64.5x 53.4 mm
COMPRESSIONRATIO. ....coovnvvvanrnnnnss 9.3:1
PCRSEPOWER % o e s s e v an caaanes I
10, B e e g ety e ) N.A.
CARBURETION.......... .+ + Six Keihin 28 mm CV
SPELY 4 R e e Electric only
OILCAPACITY ........ ceseees 3.5 litres, wet sump
ELECTRICAL

IGNITIONTYPE .......... Transistorized pointless
GENERATOR CAPACITY . ...350 watts at 5,000 rpm

BATTERY CAPACITY ........ 12volt, 18 amp-hour
HEADLIGHT .........cccieuiieeneea.. BO/55 walls
TRANSMISSION
AR o d Five-speed constant-mesh, wet clutch
PRIMARY DRIVE ............. Hy-Vo chain, 2.27:1
INTERNALRATIOS . ...... (1) 2.43, (2) 1.75, (3) 1.39,
(4) 1.20, (5) 1.03
FINALDRIVE.......... No. 530 O-ring chain, 2.33:1
CALCULATED DATA
WEIGHT/POWERRATIO ........c000000.0... N.A.
APECIFICOUTPUT oot adsansrsnsssssssns « N.A.
REMALI' IO KM/H: & . cretiarassanssandsns 4.510

PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE .......... 169 m/sec
at 9,500 rpm

MAXIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS ..... (1) 89, (2) 123,
(3) 155. (4) 180, (5) 210 km/h

PERFORMANCE

QUARTERMILE ....... 1271 seconds at 171.9km/h

FUEL

APACTIY L. oot s vt i s et s 21.8 litres total

RESERVECAPACITY ...vivorsnnas cneeses 3 litres

CONSUMPTION ......... 13.9 kmvL (7.19 L7100 km)

RANGE - v i havnss s ox 303 km total, 42 km reserve

CHASSIS

WHEELBASE .sievisanensananesnssans 1.539 mm

RAKETRAL ............u00 29.5 degrees/ 120 mm

SUSPENSION .... Telescopic air fork with linked air
assist, 39 mm tubes with 160 mm travel;
rear swingarm with Pro-Link single shock
with air assist and adjustable three ways

for damping with 105 mm travel

BRAKES...... Double front discs vented radially and

axially; single rear disc

TIRES ..... Dunlop Gold Seal tubeless, 3.50V19 front

and 130/90V18 rear
DRY WEIGHT...... A e e e R s 282 kg
LOAD CAPACITY . evsisennssannt csaudians A0 KR
HANDLEBARWIDTH . .vcvsstasonsnsonnns ?52 mm

SEATHEICGHT . ....+. ... 775 n'im with 61 kg rider
GROUNDCLEARANCE.... 146 mm with 61 kg rider

[t rsleated By Morsds Canedla nc., 71% M ter Avw. Scarbarwag b, Ot M1E KR
(A6} 284-8110
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SPECIFICATIONS
Kawasaki KZ1100

MDY 2 e sata s snange 1981 Kawasaki KZ1100A
TESTDISTANCE. . ....ccocarsassssssssss 5738 Km
A Ve DA AT Il el A R M P $4.899
ENGINE
TYPE ..... Four-stroke air-cooled inline four, DOHC,
two valves per eylinder
DISPLACEMENT ¢ v csdasasissanansancnans 1,089 cc
BORE ANDSTROKE .......... eueses 72.5X 66 mm
COMPRESSIONRATIO. ...ccccviiiannannnsns 8.9:1
HORSEPOWER ......... 100 at 8,000 rpm (claimed)
TORQUE . vavasoos 9.8 kg-m at 6,500 rpm (claimed)
CARBURETION........ .« +» = »»» Four Mikuni BS34
BTARTER: . oe s s aransnanndssannnaeed Electric only
OIL CAPACITY i..cascanersass 3.7 litres, wel sump
ELECTRICAL
IGNITIONTYPE .cvivscnsrasarsnsas Transistorized
GENERATOR CAPACITY ...cccnvcncncnasans N.A

BATTERY CAPACITY ...... 12 volts, 18 amp-hours

HEADLIGHT ,.vcicoesncsvsnnnnssians 60/55 walls

TRANSMISSION

TYPE, vt ses Five-speed constant-mesh, wel clutch

PRIMARY DRIVE ...cccvcccnvaannrins Gear, 1.73:1

INTERNAL RATIOS ....... (1) 2.64. (2) 1.83, (3) 1.43,
(4] 1.17, (5) 1.04

FINALDRIVE ..« e insinaninainsnnani Shalft, 2.45:1

CALCULATED DATA

WEIGHT/POWERRATIO .......... ... 2.46 kg/hp

SPECIFICOUTPUT ...c.vocvsnusssnssns 92.6 hp/L.

RPMATI100KM/H ...c.ciansssrsssssnssssss 52780

PISTON SPEED AT REDLINE .......... 185 m/sec

at 8,500 rpm

MAXIMUM SPEEDS INGEARS ..... (1) 88. [2) 127.

(3) 162, (4) 199, (5) 224 km/h
PERFORMANCE
QUARTERMILE ....... 12,50 seconds at 177.6 km/h
FUEL
CAPACITY ..vovanras L EIT A b 21.4 litres total
RESERVECAPACITY ......concvascsnssa 4.9 litres
CONSUMPTION ...c0ee..17.3 km/L (5.78 1./100 km)
RANGE ). b s e ns 370 km total, 85 km reserve
CHASSIS
WHEELBASE .....coovssssnsnnans cenee 1.5450 mm
RAKE/TRAIL ...vsvessnsssnssas 29 degrees/ 125 mm
SUSPENSION ..... Telescopic front fork with linked

air assist, 145 mm travel; rear swingarm
with linked air-assisted shocks adjustable
four ways for damping with 105 mm travel
BRAKES......... Double front discs. single rear disc

TIRES....... Bridgestone Mag Mopus, L303 3.50H19

front, G504 130/90H 16 rear
g R T R S e e g 246 kg
LOADCAPACITY ...covvivetns SRR A RS | 1]
HANDLEBARWIDTH .....c.ccncveinncnsss 755 mm
SEATHEIGHT ....cccuvues 775 mm with 78 kg rider

GROUND CLEARANCE.... 132 mm with 78 kg rider

Dt riebutad by Coanadliss Kawataki Matars Lid . 7% Les Ed_ Wi
SO ZT, (408 STTTE
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CANADIANS OFF TO THE
ISLE OF ELBA, ITALY
FOR THE ISDE

OCTOBER

5-6—Endureo, Isle of Elba, ltalv. Interna-
tional Six Days Enduro.

11=Motocross, Kamloops, B.C. Infor-
mation [604) 931-7811.

11—Molocross. Austin, Man. One hour
endurance. Information Willi St1. God-
dard. 30 Oakleaf Dr. Winnipeg. Man.,
R2M 4G7.

11—=Molocross. Mount Forest, Ont,
Information [416) 522-5705

18=Molocross, Mission, BC. Informa-
tion [604) 931-7811.

18=Trial. loco. B.C. CPTA Castrol
Trophy Trial. Information Don Clark
[604) 936-7746 or Graham Jackson [604)
596-0757.

18=Hillclimb, Red Deer. Alta. Alberta
championship points evenl. Information
[403) 285-4644.

18—Trial. Sudbury., Ont. Second of
three national championship events.
Information [416) 522-5705.

| [306] 386-4368.

18—Enduro, Huntsville, Ont. Informa-
tion [416) 522-5705.

18=Enduro. Riverview. N.B. Informa-
tion Henry Wilson [506) 532-4454 daysor

P

25—Motocross, Gibsons Landing. BC. |
Information (604) 931-7811.

25=Trial. Victoria. Victoria Motorcy-
cle Club team trial. Information [604) 477- |
B387. VMC sanctioned.

25=Trial. Waterdown, Ont. Third and
final national championship event. Infor-
mation (416) 522-5705. -

25—=Enduro. Bewdley. Ont. Informa-
tion [416) 522-5705. .

NOVEMBER

1—Motocross. Aldergrove, B.C. Infor- |
malion (604] 931-7811.

1—Endura. Port Burwell, Ont. Informa-
tion [416) 322-5705.

8=Trial. Victoria. Fall trial. Informa-
tion [604) 477-6387. VMC sanctioned.

8—Trial Ceorgetown, Ont. Informa-
tion [416) 522-5705.

15—Trial. loco. B.C. CPTA Tonka Win-
ter Trial. Information Don Clark [604)
936-7746 or Graham Jackson [604) 596-
0757,

15=Trial, Victoria. Mini Scott Trial
Information [604) 477-6387. VMC
sanclioned.

22—Enduro, Aldergrove, B.C. Tenth
annual team endurocross. Information
[604) 931-7811.

22—Trial, Victoria. Brentwood Trial.
Information (604) 477-6387. VMC
sanclioned.

- DECEMBER

6=—Trial, Victoria. Border Trial. Infor-
mation (604) 477-6387. VMC sanctioned.

13—Trial, Spectacle Lake, B.C. Sidecar
trial. Information (B0D4) 477-6387.

bl ol B ngmn il al] LataSuan @wol iy Ol
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FOR A SECOND OPINION
LOOK NO FURTHER

Molopinion enables riders to exchange
useflul information aboul motorcycles.
Here's how it works.

Cycle Canada collects names and tele-
phone numbers of motorcycle owners wil-
ling to talk about their machines. Thenwe
publish the list shown.

If you want information about a motor-
cycle listed. vou telephone Cycle Canada
at [416) 977-6318 or wrile to us at 290
Jarvis St.. Toronto, Ont., M5B 2C5, and

MAKE MODE YEAR

cITY FIEST NAME FROVINGCE

TELEPFHOME MLAEER AREN CODE

Plaass mail 1o Cye e Cotada, 290 Jarvia 52, Toronta, Oni,
A I

0 LYCLE CANADA NOVEMBER 1649)

we'll put you in touch with an owner.

If you're keen to talk about your motor- |
cycle, please complete the form and mail it
to Cycle Canada

In order not loinadvertently encourage
thieves, we wan! only your first name for
MOTOPINION.

This is a Cycle Canada reader-to-reader
servioe and the publication is in no way i
connecled with, or responsible for. opin-
ions provided by owners.
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Honda’s new V-4 line isn’t the first

DID YOU KNOW ¢

Matchless built a luxury
multi back in 1930

Did you know that Honda was beatento
the punch by 50 years in offering a V-4 for
sale to the public? The only V-4 ever com-
mercially produced before the Honda
CVX series was the Matchless Silver
Hawk, which was produced between
1930 and 1935. It sold for £75. Expenseand
complication were its evenlual doom:
Matchless at the same time sold a 499 cc
V-twin called the Silver Arrow that was
only £55.

The Silver Hawk looked like an inline
vertical twin from the side. Cylinders
were sel al an extremely narrow angle of
18 degrees. The engine was in effect two
V-twins set side by side. A single casting
formed the block for all fourcylindersand
the head was another single casting. Air
spaces surrounded the cast-in cylinders,
and to further aid cooling exhaust pipes
left both fromt and rear from heavily
finned ports. Pipes on each side dumped

into a common fishtail mulfler.

Valve actuation was by overhead cam-
shaft, driven by a tower and gear arrange-
ment up the right side of the engine,
something like that of later Ducatis.

The engine displaced 593 cc and was
undersquare, withcylinder dimensionsof
50.8 x 73 mm. The crankshall ran across
the frame. just like the modern Hondas.
and ran in three main bearings. Ignition
was by a Lucas dynamo-coil driven [rom
the base of the shaft that also drove the
camshafl. A single carburetor provided
fuel for all four cylinders.

The 18 degree cylinder angle ensured
the most compact engine possible, and
with its short, stilf crankshaft and com-
pact internal design. the machine proved
efficient and reliable. The strength of its
basic design is proved by Lancia, which
built cars with similar engines with great
success starting in 1922.

Compression ratio was 61, and the
manufacturer claimed the bike would doa
maximum of more than 130kmvh and use
fuel at a rate of about 28.5km/L.or B0 mpg.

The motorcycle was sold only as a
deluxe model, and came equipped with a
gearbox-driven speedometer, electric
lights and horn and a handlebar-mounted
instrument panel.

The frame was also unusual in that it
had a sprung rear end. In concept similar
to later Vincentsand ultimately Yamahas,
the rear of the bike had a triangulated
swingarm pivoted behind the gearbox.
Springs at the upper point of the triangle
mounted against the main frame lube.

The gearbox was separate {rom the
engine cases and was driven by a primary
chain. Final drive was again by chain.
Changing gear was accomplished by
means of a hand lever mounted to the fuel
tank in conjunction with a foot cluich. T

CYCLE CANADA WANTS
TO HEAR FROM YQU

The readers of Cycle Canada can help
the editors of Cycle Canada produce a
better magazine by providing feedback on

what they liked and disliked in this issue.
Please complete the form and mail to
Editorial Director. Brave Beaver Press-

works Ltd., 290 Jarvis St., Toronto, Ont., I
M5B 2065,

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS PLEASE

1. Which tests did you read?
O Tour test of Honda CBX and
Kawasaki KZ1100
O Long-term test of Can-Am 250
Qualifier
O Robin pocket bike

2. What did you think of the preview of
the new Hondas?
O Very interesting
0O Somewhat interesting
O Not worth reading

N

b S
1\\.

-

3. How many years have you been
interested in molorcycling?
O Less than one
O Two to five
O Sixto10
O More than 10

4. What bothers you most?
O New motorcycle prices
O Price of gasoline
O Cost of insurance
O Helmet laws
O The image of motorcycling

5.What did vou like most about this issue?

Thank you. |
6. Which regular features in thisissuedid |

vou read? |

O Contents page O Who Won What

O Newsfront O CMA |

O Editorial O Calendar

O Masthead O Did You Know? |

O Readers Write O Motopinion

O Technics O New Products

O OnTheRoad O Product Tests

O Cyclesport D Showcase

O By Mike Duff O Coming Soon

O Motocross O Motomarket

Canada O Adsin general
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T E S T
Why advertise in Cycle Canada
Dealer Directory?

I

M O N 1

A L

across Canada

Directory by phone.

*tAvery gratifying
sight for as Ie Lo ses
actarcycies parned
guilnide my atére with
Licende plates fro@mall
parts ol North Anerica
As we don "L advertise in
any other nat lonal
Eadiue, v San only
assuss that Lhe dealer
dtrlqtprrll&ﬂln‘l
rery good job forus,. " "

Toaryy Com
srevy Deoley Matoreyelea

Yancouver, B.C.

Complete the form below and send it
with your Wyped Dealer Directory copy
e CYCLE CANADA, 290 Jarvis St..
Toronto, Ont. M5B 2C5: or give us a call
at (416) 9776318, to order vour Dealer

Just $195 buys vou a monthly listing in
Cyele Canada’s Dealer Directory, A
total of 12 Listings. Every month your
shop, your services and your specialtios
are exposed to potential customers

*‘Eyole Canada dealer
dirsstory advartising
Fan cortainly done & Job
faorues. Mail srdera ros
rignt across Cansds ard
adefinite following of
custloBers Lhroughout
fanmatchevan are the
bepefita [ have aeen

i would reconmend it
Lo anyone in Lhe
asterayole Business in
Carada. " "

Lon Tewatego

Saskatoon Mator Sport

Sasatoon, Sank.

Because it works!

Please limit vour listing to

approximately 30 words,

Shoplame

Addrean

o] 1 — Prov. e
PFostal Code vl =

Index of Advertisers ===
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Subscriber Service

OMOVING?

Give us six woeks notice. Attach the
label from your issue of Cycle Canada.
Fill in the now address information
below

I
|
|
|
I
|
I
I
|
|
U RENEWING? |
Attach 1he labal from your issue of I
Cycle Canada Ir'-d-c_a:e the term of I
renewal desired. Include Chegue or
MOonoy Oreer |
) SUBSCRIBING? I
Fill in the name and address below l
Check term desired. InClude cheque
OF Mondry-order I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
:
|

C $26.95 053495
twoyears) [(three years)

151495
(one year)

Piease complete and mail to Cycle
Canada, 290 Jarvis 5t.. Toronto, Ont.,
M5B 2C5

BAmn -

Address

Prore.

0
<
|

——-—_—_—_—-.—.———————_——_—vi——ﬂ

Postal Code __

year term

Thart's the cost per issue of a Cycle
Canada subscription based on a three

16 msues $29.99
24 msues $21.9%
12 msves $14.9%

Lise rhar harlly eage-pasd card
oyt .1.1.ch - mm
00 Jarvis ¢ 790 Oukcdale R4, Urit 18
% Tusonas, (ot Doansview, Ontano
MIB XY (416) 7456072
. il S

N
F OAKDALE CYCLE
ACCESSORIES

= Your complete molorcycle
SCCEES0TY 1O

* Full service facitites

o Mail orders welcome

o Vetter s Dry Rider

s Shoei o Castrol

s Bell& Nava « Trangk

* Continental » Sipstreamer

* Avon * Cycle Sound




Flowing color on cool metal

This is one piece of art
that moves faster than
anything in a gallery

Tom Bachly of Mississauga, Onl.. 15 a
sheetmetal worker who didnt want to
come home toa hot bike aftera hill‘ddilfli
work. His 1979 Kawasaki KZ1000 LTD
has been subtly modified to provide that
individual look without sacrificing ridea-
bility around town.

The knockout paint job was done for
Bachly by Lamberts of Corvette fame. It
started out with a gun metal grey base
color which was overlaid with an inter-
locking system of yellow, gold, red, blue
and white stripes. These were covered
with coats of clear lacquer which protects
the paint and accentuates thethreedimen-
sional look of the finished product. The
design curls down from the tank to the
sidecovers before tapering ofl on the
tailpiece.

Fast as it was stock, Bachly wanted to
have a few more horses in the stable. The

Lamberts’s paint and Tom Bachly's touch
make this LTD 1000 special.

air filter and carburetlors are replaced
with K&N individual units and Mikuni
smoothbores to supply the mixture for
four hungry cylinders. Turnout exhaust
pipes slip on to the stock headers and
speed up the exit of burnt gas as well as
providing a throaty sound. Quick acceler-
ation is made evenquicker withtheinstal-

lation of a 14-tooth countershaft sprocket,
one tooth smaller than stock

The rear wheel has beenreplaced witha
six-spoke Invader mag which is gripped
tightly by a fat 5.00 x 16 Dunlop K181. On
the front a small fibreglass fender covers
another K181.

Koni shocks, shorter than stock, keep
the movement of the chromed swingarm
under control. The rear calipertensionbar
is also chromed. Buckhorn handlebars put
the Harley-Davidson grips right where
Bachly wants them.

The bike is used mostly for commuting
but you would have to look at the odome-
ter to find out that it has been used at all.

What has Bachly got up his sleeve as far
as future plans are concerned? "Well, l am
thinking about getting a Kawasaki
GPZ1100 and replacing some of the black

with chrome...” 0
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Walch for a test of the
production 1982 Suzuki
G51100 Kalana lo see how
it compares to our pre-
production June issue

test protolype.

o New for'82: You're |
probably still shaking
vour head over some of
the new Hondas pre-
viewed in this issue,
Stand by, because we're
just getting started.
Watch for the new
Kawasakis, Suzukis
and Yamahas next
month.

|

® Boy racer: That's
Honda's mighty mouse,
the MB5. The fierce-
looking 49 cc cafe racer
is no moped, and it's
more affordable than a
CB900F. Mavbe we'll
find out if it's still
possible to get a
speeding ticket on a
bike which barely out-
weighs Freddie Spencer. |

* Awards night: And
now the H'l"..'t‘l{l;‘l[f.
please. The award for
the least desirable
nmtnrr.j.':'.]l.- of 1981 is..
but wait. You'd better
hold on and read the
next issue to fully
appreciate our Bike of
the Year awards in
thr!ir proper context.
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FIAUMTUE CREAFHY BY MARC LACHAFELLE
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"“THE 1982 HARLEY DAVIDSON MOTORCYCLES CAN BE SEEN AT
AUTHORIZED DEALERSHIPS ACROSS CANADA.. TODAY"

cvator

P

I daerabutos] excbhusrvedy in Canala by FRED DEELEY IMPORTS LIMETEDR, Rechaswnd, H A, sl Wiengoun,
haarcs, We sapspodt i € N A @nad chae S MLA




ONE SIZE
FITS ALL

Regarciess of honey D) O small you are, The Kanwasak KZ4400LTD s the nogtt swe foe
your. It's Ioww-noer stying AA0wws even Ao nokcs 1o I oo Oftal W ancd e coningl

But thats not Al The 4400 TD wall chanage your iea of wihat cty ncding i Al .
iUs B Wit makes § manoeunvreabile and easy 10 hangie
ongne Ot you all the power you il neodd in Cty Iraffic, wathy enauagh KT over [or

Crusandg on the oDen road. Ths tim daan has noreastd power, cilCency A rehadld

WALNOWE INCreased Waogind, It s smyse MNimbie. Ancd qunck. Oet on and fpve

F

ancie. You il fmdd s A perfect I for your sere and your knd of ncneg. Inor ot of the cty
f ! ¥

Kawasaki

Let the good times roll




