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Twin Cam 88
Harley shows
its bigger and
stronger new
V-twin for ’99

Here we go 'round
again—hot and
. cold, wet and
\“ dry, winners
and losers... y~
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The Royal Staf continues

to suffer from its price tag~ "= -
perhaps, but there's no

denying qurq.- Jon
us on the Jour Deluxe,

page 22. Photo by Hugh

Suzuki 600 Katana

Introduced more than a decade ago, the 600 Katana has finally receved a significant
updating. It’s an inexpensive but effecuve all-rounder.

Harley-Davidson Twin Cam 88

Harley's engine for the new millennium shows that some things will never change. Air-
cooling and pushrods will persist in the 21st century. Amen.

Royal Star Tour Deluxe
The Deluxe treatment refers to the hard saddlebags and a solo seat. Anti-social, per-
haps, but passenger seating s optional.

Motocross showdown: Morgan vs. Roy
Canadian champ Blair Morgan has been feeling the heat from Jean-Sebastien Roy after
the first two national rounds. Jason Griffiths reports.

@ Mosport Superbike nationals

The national road racing senes began with a double-header at Mosport. It was a man
with green hair who shipped and shd away with the most points.

BMW C1

This strange hybnd between a car and a scooter goes mto oroduction next year as a
2000 model. Bruce Reeve takes a quick scoot.

@ Suzuki GSX-R750
Fuel injection offers promise, but has yet to delver a
better GSX-R, it seems.

@ Yamaha YZ4ooF race test

The Yamaha four-stroke gets a thorough thrashing in the
hands of expert motocrosser Alex Langevin,
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BMW Parts?

Canadian Prices are lower

Call for your free 12 page catalogue
of genuing parts & accessones

We Ship anywhere

Phone/Fax (519) 293-3370
Wolf BMW

www.wollbmw.com

S

CANADA'S FAVORITE
MOTORCYCLE OIL

Available at your local dealer
Tachnical info: (909)826-12082



editorial

| By Bruce Reeve

The flaw in Murphy’s law

THIS IS PROBABLY ASKING FOR TROUBLE, BUT I'D LIKE
to take nsue with Murphy's law, which states that
anything that can go wrong, will go wrong. To me,
this is a complete misrepresentation of how life
works. Stop for one moment and think of the
almost mfnste number of random occurrences that
can lead to a screw-up; from the very moment of
conception we navigate an almost unimaginably
complex and hazardous path, yet here we are, in
more abundance than seems possible. The truth i,
hardly anything goes wrong: there are far more
ness in a kindergarten playground or a busy inter-
section. Even things that seem chaotic, | beheve,
actually represent the outcome of miions of years
of evolution in which the odds have gathered
steadily in our favour, an invisible hand that guides
us more firmly than we imagine.

At times, of course, it seems the world s falling
apart, but that's mostly because never in history
have we been so well-informed about bad news. As

enme drops, fear of it increases, because it becomes -

more newsworthy and therefore gains larger expo-
sure through mass media. Bad outcomes of all sorts
are indeed happening every second around the
world. It’s always been that way. To me, though, it
seems lke a miracle things aren’t vastly worse.

Total recall

Murphy's law, however, must seem hke a very real
concept to manufacturers of mass-produced vehi-
cles, judgmng by the Transport Canada vehicle recall
notices | have on my desk. It's quite an expenment,
msuing thousands of vehicles into the hands of peo-
ple around the planet, many of whom are eager to
test every possibility for creating mayhem. We've
had a few motorcycle recalls lately that seemed
quite fnghtening in their imphcations, though it's
not certain how senous the problems really were.
Tumph had to replace thousands of frames on its
Daytona and Speed Triple models last year because
they broke at the steering head, rather than bent,
after a crash; and Suzuki needed to retro-fit a steer-
ing damper on the TL1000S. This year, there has
been a recall of the new Katana models to replace
the grabrad bracket; apparently a passenger man-
aged to break the grabrail whie holding on tghey
in a tum, which caused her to lose balance and fall
off, taking the nder with her. Buell models were
recalled last year because of a defective clip design,
which could cause a pin to move against the front
brake caliper and lock the front wheel; Kawasak
96-97 Vulcans have been recalled because the seats

can collapse enough to break off the battery termi-

nals undemeath, causing “electncal system faslure
and the engine to stop unexpectedly,” which could
“cause loss of operator control and a possible
crash.” Some Surula and Kawasaki motocross bikes
have been recalled because the footpegs can snap
off. Most kkely, these mishaps would never happen
te you; but they have apparently happened to
somebody else, which is one way they come to
lghe.

Bag your face

Maturally, the more complex a product, the more
posuibilities there are that something can go
wrong. (Although if you've looked lately at the
waming label on something as smple as a step bd-
der, youll realize there 15 no brmit to human cre-
atmity when it comes to making mistakes.) In my
Lacest copy of the Vichicle Recall Regrster, for exam-
ple, it wams that certain Land Rover modeks can
develop a short in the cruise control that “could
mitiate an involuntary deployment of the driver-
ude air bag.” Oh my goodness.

And it gets worse. The 98 Toyota Lexus uses a
yaw-rate sensor to detect a skid and provide a sig-
nal that apphes the brakes to comrect steenng. Pret-
ty fancy stuff. Unfortunately, the electromagnetic
waves from a cellular phone could affect the sen-
sor and cause the brakes to come on unexpectedly,
affecting the steening and “increasing the msk of 2
vehicle crash.” It sounds kke a myth, but there it i
m black and white. You can steer your Lexus aca-
dentally wath a cellular phone.
might be convinced that people are constantly fly-
ing off the road in motorhomes with stuck throt-
thes (Ford F Super Duty) or in flames (Fleetwood)
or in cars and trucks wath brake failure (take your
pick of models). The truth, however, 15 that almost
all vehicle acadents have very famdiar causes. Judg-
ing by the recent Ontano Road Safety Annual
report, only about & per cent of acadents have
anything to do with vehicle falure. OF these,
almost all result from people dmving wath defective
hghts, tires and brakes, which are their own
responsibility. People dnve on the highway with
one hand out the window holding a mattress on
the roof; their trailer hitches fall off; the st of
dumb things we do goes on forever,

Murphy's law says that what can go wrong will
go wrong. If that were true, more people would
hestate before doing so many stupid things in a
routine manner. As it 15, we get away with the

Most of the ume. cC
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A NEW HIGH-FERFORMANCE BOXER
s due to armmve at Canadun
dealers by late August. The
sleek R1100S mcorporates some
familiar BMW technology, but
uniquely revised and packaged.
The S-model s BMW's hghtest
Boxer, weighing 6 kg (13 Ib) less
than the unfaired R1100R, and
akso the most powerful, wath 98
hp at 7,500 rpm, which com-
pares with 80 hp for the R.
Torque 15 a clamed 97 N-m (72
Ib-ft) at 5,750 rpm.

Higher-domed forged pis-
tons rase compression to 11.3:1
from 107:1 and a less restnctive
air-flter 5 fitted, but 70 per
cent of the boost comes from a
freer-breathing exhaust that
produces a distinctive note.
Redline has been raised to
8,400 rpm, and the bike 1 sad
to have a quicker-revving char-
acter. An ar-intake snorkel
under the left cumsignal feeds
the aitbox with cooler air, but
it's NOL A ram-air System.

A major change 1 the new
chutch and six-speed gearbox,
similar to the Getrag-designed
KI1200RS transmsssion. The new
gearbox 15 hghter, quieter and

& CVCLl CAMADA - ADCUST 1998

it's the lightest BMW Boxer and the most powerful The
R11005 arrives in late August for a price just over 517,000

BMW R1100S

Sporty new Boxer packs harder punch

more compact, but no longer
suffl enough to support the
swingarm prvot as it does on
the other Boxers. A pair of alu-
minum C-shaped frame mem-
bers wrap around and over the
engine and provide the struc-
tural strength to support the
sngle-uded swingarm. The
open side of the swingarm pro-
wides a clear view of the rear
wheel, because the exhaust
pipes jomn a catalytic converter

Exhaust routing with mufflers
under the tail section provides
a clear view of the wheel

and then ext upward via a sin-
gle pipe to a pair of mufflers
under the seat, with talpipes
pointing out of the tail section.
The skmmer profile akso accom-
modates full-sze BMW hard
luggage, which 15 optional,

Wheels and brakes are iden-
tcal o the elegant design
developed for the K1200RS,
particularly handsome up front
where the drcs bolt dwectly to
the wheel spokes without the
usual carners. ABS will be an
option for the S-model.

A Telelever front end pro-
wides quicker steening geometry
than on the RS model, with half

a degree less rake and a
reduction i trail to 100
mm from 111 mm. New
fork legs have shaved a
kilo in unsprung weight
from the front end, and 2
steering damper B no
longer deemed necessary.
The Telelever shock adjusts for
rebound damping via a small
knob that sits at the front of
the fuel tank behind the casnt
alloy steenng head. Rebound s
also adjustable ar the rear,
where preload can be altered
hydraulically with a handy knob.
Some weight savings have
been reahzed wath a carbon-
hbre front fender and magne-
sium valve covers, but mostly
with an economical approach
to design that gives the bike a
hight and airy profile. Full of fuel
it weighs 228 kg (503 Ib).
BMW designer Davad Robb,
who led the KI1200RS and



R1200C projects, was akso in
charge of the § styling, It's sure-
ly the best-looking BMW ever,
and the deep knee cutouts and
low screen are said to provide
good protection from the
wind. The headlight has an
unusual shape, wath an ellpsoid
low-beam reflector, something
developed on BMW's automo-
uve side, which prowvides a
sharper bght pattem. The hght
sits above a pair of kidney-
shaped vents that pay homage
to BMW tradition while feed-
ing air to the ol cooler.

The current handlebar pos-
von is modestly sporty, but a
higher bar and windscreen for
more sedate tounng require-
ments will be optional. The
price of the R11005 has not
been set, but will kkely be just
over $17,000.

Two-stroke 99 YZs

YAMAHA HAS  ANNOUNCED
major changes for the 99
YZ250, mcluding a new engine
design and revised chassis.

The engine has a smaller
bore and longer stroke, 2 more
compact combustion chamber
and completely revised porting,
A new three-piece gullotine-
type YPVS system includes
valves for the main exhaust
port and awalary ports on
cach side. The Kethin 38 mm
carburetor 1s a power-jet type
that uses an electronic sole-
noid. Other changes include a
lighter crank, piston pin and
rod, and a redesigned transms-

sion. The engine is mounted

differently in the frame for 99,
while the suspension has been
revalved front and rear. Weight
has been reduced at the rear
with 3 lighter swingarm and
rear wheel.

Fewer changes have been
made to the 99 YZ125, but its
engine has revised exhaust and
scavenging ports, better YPVS
sealing, 2 new Mikuni carbure-
tor and a crankcase with a
reshaped intake path. Neo
changes have been made two
the YZ80 for 99.

Yamaha wall ako have 2
number of modifications made
to its 400 four-stroke, to be
announced later.

2,000 miles in a
single day?

THE LATEST LANDMARK IN LONG-
dutance road nding 5 called the
“2K day.” That's 2,000 miles in
24 hours. You might think this is
a distance that could only be
covered on 2 high-speed oval
with a team of nders, but then
you've never met Michael
Gasper. He covered 2,1555
miles (3,468 km) in 2 single day,

Max Mosley, president of the auto sport sanctioning body FIA,
delended Formula One car racing recently by claiming the lack of
any passing on the track actually enhanced the sport. Describing
the Argentine GF, he said "the whole outcome of the race hung on
what happened at the second pit stop. This is arguably more excit-
ing.” sniffed Mosley, “than the sont of continual overtaking which
has occurred in motorcycle racing.™

ndng solo aboard his Gold
Wing GL1500 equipped with
two awahary fuel tanks.

Casper recorded the highest
mileage in an event known as
the Big Bang, held on the wide-
open roads of Nevada on the
weekend after Memonal Day,
when there is lrtle police pres-
ence. Unlike most long-dtance
events, the Big Bang places no
restriction on fuel load nor does
it require onenteening tasks. It's
more or less non-stop nding,
though a fuel receipt is required
for documentation at least every
400 mules. Casper kept his stops
to a minimum, obwiously, but
needed to cruse steadily at 110-
115 mph to achieve his record.

There are no plans to move
the rally from Nevada to Prince
Edward kland.

Ontario’s most recent Road Safe-
ty Annual Report offers analysis
of accident data for motorcyclists
in 1996, The most shocking infor-
mation it containg iS5 how far the
bike accident stats have
declined. Fatalities dropped to 27
in 1996, less than half the num-
ber five years earlier, which had
already shown a steep decline,
The explanation would seem to
be the relative absence of young,
high-risk riders on motorcyches.
Al one time young molorcyclists
made up the majority of accident
cases, but recent stats show rid-
ers older than 30 are involved in
most of the fatal crashes, As
well, there were fewer Cases
involving alcohol or unlicensed
and unhelmeted riders. Solo acci-
dents made up 48 per cent of
the fatabties.

Moto Guzxl is expanding its pro-
duction and developing new
models a5 3 result of investment
from the U.S.-based Trident
Rowan Group. A new factory is
planned outside its historic Man-
dello del Lario site. A Superbike-
spec sport model is expected
between 2000 and 2001, The
American ownership of Molo
Guzzi, however, has cost it sales
of police bikes in Raly. Laverda
builds police bikes now, based
on the alloy-frame $port twin,

Polaris Victory motorcycles were
due to arrive in U.S. dealerships
at the end of june, and a compa-
ny spokesperson sald plans were
still in place to launch the brand
in Canada next year. We hope
that isn't overly optimistic, but
Laverda has yet 1o sell any bikes
here this season. A container
marked for Canada was sitting in
ialy as the selling season began
this year, while the distributor
found itsel! immersed in Trans-
port Canada red tape. The 7505
that Cycle Canada tested last
year was later seized by the feds
for having been imported without
the proper paperwork.
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Bike shortage

Re Yamaha V-Star vest, CC June 98: It s
interesting to see so much hype about 2
bike that has yet to appear on the streets.
I've had two V-Star Classics on order from
Bow Cycle in Calgary since the middle of
February, and Yamaha has not been able to
supply them. Yamaha needs to get its ace
together or theyll start losing a crowd of
enthusiastic buyers.
| would appreciate CC doing a follow-up
on the article and getting a comment from
Yamaha as to what has been holding up
production and delvery of these machines.
—Ron Moriano
Fore Assiniboine, Alta,

The concept is one Harley buyers have
been familiar with for years—you've been on
a warting list. Demand exceeds supply, a sit-
wation that Yamaha has foced with a number
of new models this season. —Ed.

Short bikeage

| want to buy a motorcycle that suits my
sare. This sounds easy, but at S-foot-1-and-
3/4 inches it 15 anything but. | took the
motorcycle safety course five years ago and
have owned one bike dunng that time, a
400 Hentage Special. This was a bike my
partner wanted (a5 a contrast to his
RZ350), so | bought it and rode it once. |
was lucky enough to sell it for the same
prce | paid and considered getuing a Vespa
or Lambretta.

But | want to nde across Canada; as my
partner and his friends plan their annual
August sojoumn, | want to come with them
on my own bike, not as a passenger. And
there is the problem. All of the men at the
motorcycle dealerships are very nice and
helpful, and they all know my partner, but
do they know what women want in the
way of a bike? | don't think so, because
there 15 a total of only one bike that | can
reach the ground on in all the places we
wisit. Thas is frustrating,

If motorcycle manufacturers want to
reach the vast and mamnly untapped female
bikes that small women (and short men)
can nde. | don’t want to hear about drop-
ping the suspension, which doesn’t give
you a lot of travel, or any other non-solu-
tions. | want a bike that fits me, and | don't
think that that s too much to ask. And
don't even think of painting it pink.

—KAREN RALPH
Victona, B.C.
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Nomad yes

| ordered my new Kawasaki Nomad as
soon as | saw it at the Vancouver show in
January. Photos do not do it justice, Wher-
ever | stop, someone will remark on the
beaury of the green paint and chrome. In
your test of the bike (CC July 98) a couple
of things stood out for me. | have 4,500 km
on the clock already and | agree wath most
of your findings.

However, as for mileage, | have had as
much as 205 km before needing reserve
and as lictle as 180, but not 160 as your
test states. | agree that it needs a lictle
more comph, though at low revs it pulls
kke a tractor. For a tourer, it does need bet-
ter passing power, but it tracks strught and
true on the highway.

| have put a Corbin tounng saddle on
the bike but am senously thinking of keep-
ng the stock seat, as it seems just as com-
fortable and doesn’t cost $800 extra. | have
a few beefs wath Kawasaks, however. If one
i to travel two-up, a backrest 5 not an
option, it 1§ a necesuity! Kawasala's accesso-
ry package of stuff s not yer available,
which has left me a tad frustrated. My
dealer, Intenor Motorcycles in Kamloops,
put me in touch with Peter Smith, owner
of Side Effects, a local Kamloops company
that does mostly sidecar installations. Peter
manufactured a backrest, rear rack and bag
racks in less than a week. My wafe and | are
to leave for a cross-Canada nde on the
Nomad starting June 29. Time to check on
the weather forecast for 5¢. John's....

—Davio DinsicH

ddenbigh@directca
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Nomad no

| was really impressed with the Kawasaki
Nomad i the July ssue. What a machine. |
sort of compared it with my 77 BMW R-
100/7/RT (a 77 with an ‘81 factory RT fair-
ng), just turming 200,000 miles.

Let’s see, the Nomad 15 more than 200
Ib heavier; the BMW has 25 per cent bet-
ter fuel economy and a fuel capacity 50 per
cent greater, which translates into an
almost 90 per cent greater touning range.

In heghway roll-ons, the Beemer eats the
Kaw for breakfast, lunch and dinner. The
RT full faining gives far superior highway
protection; the 40-hitre BMW /Krauser bags
have greater and more usable capacity and
are instantly removable. Add a Vetter 36-
licre tankbag (which the Kawi can't use
because the speedo would be covered up),
45-litre topbox from an FXRT, and once
again the Kwacker comes up short.

But, what the hey! The Nomad has
flashy paint, gobs of chrome and looks,
sounds and feels ke a H-D Road King, and
that’s what really matters, n'est ce pas?

Glad | didn't buy one.

— Bos ScHrEIDER
Vancouver

The great divide
Gentleman: | find that you do not publish
enough tounng articles with real tounng
bikes. The bikes that Max Bums ndes
would go missing up the crack of my ass,
Make these tours on Harleys or Cold
Wings. not some crotch rocket.
—EDWARD STEVENS

Cambridge, Ont.
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Come Ride With Us

et hursif mn

Do us a

Favour!

Tell our advertisers
that you saw their
ad in Cycle Canada
magazine.
Support the people
that help bring
Canadian
motorcycling to life!

Life's too short for boring
motorcycles.

Introducing the R1100S.

It's everything you've dreamed of

in a sportbike and more...
It's a BMW!
Available mid-August al:

WOLF BMW

119 MAIN ST.

AILSA CRAIG, ON

(On Hwy 87, Northrwest of London)

TetFax (519) 293-3370

www. wollbmw.com
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BT oflers 30 eghl-month program Bl provdel imng
N ATVS, snowmoldes, and PWC (along with generior

DUCATI O

Now that you've seen
some of the Ducati
Performance parts and
Ducati Gear on the
inside front cover of
this magazine, here’s
where to find them
along with the 1998
Ducati family of
motorcycles.

Pro Cycle

550 Windmill Rd.
Dartmouth, NS
(902) 468-2518

Monette Sports Inc.

251 Boul. des Laurentides
Laval, QC

(514) 668-6466

Brampton Cycle

2565 Steeles Ave. E. #23
Brampton, ON

(905) 791-4011

Inglis Cycle Center
466 McCormick Bivd.
London, ON

(519) 455-3840

Sport Cycle

515C 36th Ave N.E.
Calgary, AB

(403) 276-3385

DUCATI O
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GRAND BEND

AUGUST 30
IWIOTORPLEX (519)238-RACE
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TorP BIKE
8.49 & QUICKER
$1500 TO WIN
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WISELCD
SUPER BIKE
8.50 & SLOWER

$800 1O WIN
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Canada’s Best All
STREET FIGHTER Bike Drag Race!

Any DiaL
No SLicksS, BARS
OR BOXES
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. .\,—‘"l. '--

LAL ]
-
|

I:
L TO WINNERS IN
FETFIGHTER CLAS

FREE Camping * NO glass * NO Carry-in Alcohol

CLIFFSHORE
It’s Cruising

Time! S
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( RACE

SMALL ENGINES
905-373-0812

Hwy, 2,
of Cobourg, Ont.

Hoad on oul 1o Cobourg
ard Lifndd Rleo nduuﬂ I_;H_.r 1Fid
lakda, and hine sornaco at
our ahop. Wae'rde hora 1o
sorvd, Complaote Off-road
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SHANNONVIUE
MOTORSPORT FARM

Plan to be here for THE exciting
Superbike race weekend of the year!

SUPIREINE

CHAMPIONLHIF

Sept. 4,5,6,7 - Long Track
All the top teams and riders battling
for “All the Marbles"!

Be here on Sept. 25, 26, 27, 1998

1998 RNCE SypetSonias

Final Rd.#7 - Pro Track

A.R. #2 Box 259, Shannomallo, Ont. KOK 3AD
(613) 966-7223 or 1-800-959-8955

emad amprace O oonnech reacih el

Need a last
minute

birthday gift?

just weoest

How about a
subscription to:

Cana

The gift that keeps
on giving,
10 times per year.

* Easy to buy
* No crowded malls
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Clean out of proportion

I'd kke to comment about a new problem
we see at our shop, which 5 occurnng on
both recent models and older bikes that
are apparently well looked after and kept
immaculately clean. | have written in the
past about how a lack of cleanhness can
lead to corrosion from condensation, but
this problem & almost the opposite.

At one time to clean a bike we would
use some soap and water, or a bit of
degreaser on the tough stuff, and then
brush and hose it off. This worked just fine,
even on English and Amencan bikes that
were renowned for wetting themselves.
Today we have miracle cleaners that take
much of the time out of the job; spray it
on and power wash it off. Many of these
cleaners come m a concentrated form and
are meant to be diluted. But, boy, do they
ever work well at full strength, and often
that’s how they get apphied. Cleaners are
left on the bike longer than necessary and
are being sprayed or brushed where they
shouldn't, for example, on electncal switch-
es and carb linkages. | see aluminum frame
spars that are streaked and discoloured by
cleaners that weren't properly nnsed off,

Some cleaners do such a good job of
removing grease and od that they dry out
things that should be lubncated, such as
lever pivots and oil seals and cable ends.
Some cleaners, if left unnnsed, will react
with plating used on some bolts and axdes,
causing them to seze or become very
stubborn to remove.

Makang the problem worse 1 the grow-
ing populanty of home power washers,
which are now fairly inexpensive, These
can force cleaners into new areas, past ol
seals and into beanings (most often on the
wheels), causing comrosion. Even without
the strong cleaners, a pressure washer can
force plain water into these spots and
cause damage. These took can be wsed
safely. Follow the instructions on the clean-
er label for ddution strength and note the
matenals to avoid. Use it only where nec-
essary, and for the other places stick with
good old car-wash s0ap and water. Power
wash only the heavily soiled areas and be
careful wath your pressure and am.

Do not spray directly at a seal or open-
ing you can't see into. Think about where
the spray is going. Do not just point the
nozzle under the tank or seat and pull the
tngger. There are electnical and ignition
boxes under there that may not be water-
proof under this kind of pressure, and

damaging these can be very expensive.

The same goes for the electncal switches—

keep them untouched by cleaners and
spray. Once the bike 15 clean, nnsed and
dned, lubncate the pivots, seals and
exposed linkages you may have dried out.
Chain lube works well for this, though oth-
er lubncants may be needed in some areas.

Chain letter

Drive-chain maintenance dnives
me batty. The chain lube flings
off and messes up my beke. Shaft
drive i great for cleanliness, but I've found
the jacking effect really tums me off. Do
you have any tips for easier chain mainte-
nance? And should a used chain be taken

to a hazardous-waste duposal centre?
— ANTAL Gyor
Barne, Ont.

After many years of making a
mess myself, let me give you the
procedure | have found works
best. | will only clean a chain if it s an
absolute mess, in other words, if the sides
are caked with dirt or gnt from vanous nd-
ing conditions or from over-lubncating,
Some lubes aterace dirt more than others,
but if you only nde on the highway, your
chain won't get as dirty as it would if you
lved by a gravel read.

To clean a chain | use engine degreaser
in an aerosol can, which is simple and easy,
though sometimes a bit of brushing helps
before rinsing it off. If you use something
hke Simple Green be sure to nnse it well,
or it will continue to remove lubnication.

Once the chain is clean and dry | apply
the lube. | apply it to the inside of the
chain as it goes over the sprocket. The
lube will be slung to the outside anyway,
s0 less wall be lost wath this approach. Try
not to overlube the chain; bghter and more
frequent apphcations will be tidier than a
soaking. | use a steady stream along each
row of plates, directing the flow between
the plates or on the O-nngs. | tend to
steady the acrosol straw on a footpeg plate
or the swingarm or anything steady to
keep the stream in the correct location. |
then spin the wheel by hand to be sure
the lube is distributed about the chain.

If you don't have a centrestand or work-
stand, then the job s more awkward. The
casiest method 15 just to move the bike
ahead a few feet at a time and lube the
chain in sections. A helper who can hold
the bike upnght and move it on your com-

“Power wash only the
heavily soiled areas
and be cautious of the
power and direction of
spray. Do not spray

U
-

-

directly at a seal or ¢

under the seat.”

mand makes this method much quicker.
Regarding cham replacement, use the best
you can afford, as it will pay off. The manu-
facturer’s onginal equipment i not a bad
choice. They often require removal of the
swingarm for installanion, but this is a good
opportunity to inspect and lubncate sus-

When the chain i clean and lubnicated,
be sure that it is adjusted properly. Follow
the procedure in your owner’s manual for
this. Keep in mind that there are going to
be tight and loose spots in the chain and it
must be adjusted at the tight spot. This s
a compromise, since the tension will seem
too loose at another point. If there 5 a
large vanation in the tension, the chain
should probably be replaced.

As for disposal, | must admit it’s never
occurred to me that a chain should be
treated as hazardous waste. Just about any-
thing these days might be considered that
by some organization. But I recycle all my
scrap chains to the metal bin, to be melt-
ed down and reused. cc
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PARKER BROS

POWERSPORTS

Vicinioweras Whack  Wienny Robet i

Signet Replicas - All uizes, imited colours!

Wow! - Only $499

Dyn convertible
Dual Sport heimet
Only § 399

(v olty gl B gl B O aom ¥ et e e g

Boots for

W COM!

Cruisers and Bermslammers...
-« UP TO HALF OFF!!

Joe Rocket Sale!
Erstanar B U S Prce |
Ballistic mylon jacket $ 239
Warp Sut (pectured § 6599
™ G.force jacket $ 339
Hisice wat $ 459
¢ Hustier pant $ 199
Warp leather glove § 59

Teknic Sale!

f

’ Chicane leather giove $39
X Sovint mydon jecket $ 339

Chicane leather jocket  § 329
Pursuit leather suit $ 599
Y Violator leather jacket  § 549
Enforcer leather pant $3719

Dunlop Sale!
752% MX, pair (F & R) $199
New 207 IRs pair(F &R)from  § 349

1-800-862-4662

WWW. DOWersporis.on.ca

5308 Dundas St. W. Toronto
(1 mile east of the 427)

416-234-5750
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Hur; 26 & Guaen 5.,
Lindsay, ON,

(705) 324-5672

The largest selection of
Gold Wing Chrome and
Hondaline Accessories

in Ontario !
}a RPU - Servnce and
‘-l'-!"l:ﬂ; i 5
alnbie LRS00y SpBCaksty!

Great deals on Honda
ACE, ACE Tourer
and Valiyres

It's worth a ride to Lindsay !

<« HONDA J/ 4
\ Coma Radg Wieh Us ,J'I

B <€ Kawasaki

The GTA’s newest Kawasaki dealer.
Customized cruisers or blazing
sport bikes, we've got what

, youye looking for!

Did you miss Spon‘bz’ké
in Parry Sound?

Dan 't despair, there s still plenty
going on all across Canada! Don't
kniow where to go? Visit your local

molorcycle shop, They Il know

aboul regional rides that tl put a

grin on your face. Or, check out our

national calendar of evenits on page

X3 of this issue. Whether you're a
knee dragger. boulevard cruiser,
fong-distance wanderer or trail-

blazer you'll find something to do in
owrr calendar. Whatever your inler-
sl m motorcyclimg. il s happening
oul there. Just get oul and ride.




around the bend

By Max Burns

Oh

IN THE JUNE ISSUE'S READERS WRITE, HAROLD
Nightingale from Dunrobin, Ont., apparently had a
bird over my fighty relationship with some ficu-
wous redheaded chick named Anne, suggesting
that | either see a shnnk or retumn to PEL and make
love on a hill without worrying about the ferry
schedule. Having missed the boat on the latter
option, | thought why not the former, even if it
hasn't worked wonders, appareny, for Harry? The
following is a transenipe from my first visit. To help
get in the appropnate frame of mind, try reading
this while lying on a couch. With your eyes shut.

Doc: So Mr. Burns, vhat seems to be zee prob-
len? (This is shankonics; they all talk zat vay.)

Me: Someone said | should see a shonk.

Doc: Vhy?

Me: He thinks my mom and dad loved my sister
more than me.

Doc: Very interesting. Does zis bother you?

Me: Not untill he mentioned it.

Doc: Und vhy does it bother you now?

Me: | didn't know | had a sister.

Doc: Oh. Vell, ah, perhaps somezing else is both-

Me: You know, now that you mention it, there
i somezng. | don't know why, but | seem to have
developed this thing for bizarre-looking motorcy-
cles. [Doc’s eyebrows rame.] First it was the Valkyme.
I mean, look at it—chrome-plated, gant mud-pad-
dy of an engine fronted by a rad hiberated from a
Mack truck, wheels and tires off an earthmover.
The only thing missing 15 the homy bulldog dump-
truck hood omament. Yet what an absolute joy it
i5 to nde. It handles better than anything that
porky has any nght to, certainly better than most
crussers. And it's comfy. And my oh my, what a
wonderful engine. It's just a smile 2 mile on that
beauty. There! You see? | even referred to it as a
beauty. | tell you Doc, I'm in love.

Doc: Being in love 2 nothing to be ashamed of.
It 20unds like a very charming motorcycle....

Me: Oh, it sounds wonderful, Doc, ke a Porsche
Rat-six under full throttle, the perfect mamage of
purr and growl. | came that close [I hold up my
hand showing a paper-thin space between thumb
and forefinger] to buying one.

Doc: Und vhy dedn't you?

Me: | met the BMW RB50/1100R. Now you
want ugly, take a look at the front of that beast.
Worse than Marvin's R1100CS even, if you an
grasp that concept. But agam, who looks at his
own bike when he's nding it? And again, what a
genuine treat to nide. You ever flogged one of these
things, throttle pegged, sideways down a gravel

my shrunken head

road? Oh lordy, what a high. The ughest front sus-
pension in the world and yet, total contrel,
Bumps? Who cares, just give ‘er, you don't even
notice "em. And what good fun to watch the
squiggle-marks left in the gravel as you exit a cor-
ner. You know, it just occurred to me, those mur-
rors didn't even vibrate. Not hke my air-cooled GS.

Doc: Iz 2at ugly too?

Me: Pretty much, but it kinda grows on you, like
a wart. Anyway, the R1100R 15 another bike | came
that close [extended hand again] to buying. Do,
this was getting senous. | was that close [fingers
again] to spending money!

Doc: Vhat happened?

Me: The Triumph T509 Speed Triple. One of
the ughest bikes I've ever seen. | broke out laugh-
ing the first tme | saw it. It looks kike a once-fully-
faired sport bike somebody crashed and then cob-
bled together because he didn’t have collision
insurance; hoses hanging out, and brackets dan-
gling with two praying mantis eyeballs for head-
lights. Even the chip-ons must have got smashed
because there’s 2 set of tubular bars stuck on
above the upper triple clamp. But it's all for the
better. The Speed Tnples got the perfect
ergonomics for full-blitz, backroad antics. Sure the
suspension needs some work, but you just cant
make that chassis wiggle, no matter what you do.
And the brakes— phenomenal, Do, just a pleasure
to squeeze when you're cookin’ too hot mto a
sand-covered comer. And what an engine. This is
to put a major smirk on your face, whether you're
nding it or just looking at it.

Doc: Und of course you did not buy i,

Me: Right, but how did you know?

Doc: Lucky guess.

Me: | eell you, it's ke a vanation on that old
rock and roll song, “If you want to stay happy for
the rest of your life/Never make a pretty woman
your wife/Take it from my personal point of view/
Get an ugly girl to marry you,” only with bikes. So
I'm looking for even ugher motorcydes. It’s an

Doc: Bue vhat could be less ateractive zan s
Speed Triple?

Me: The BMW R1200C. You know, that new
crurser? | haven't ndden it yet, but jeez, based on
myy past affairs, this one has got to be a gas. It's just
tooooo ugly for words, and already I'm just itchin’
to flog one.

Doc: Are you shure you did not have a sister?

Maybe the Harry Mightingale was nght. Sis,
please wnte. We've got to straghten this out. €€
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Vintage Catalog #7

TONS OF
LRGLISH

AND
EUROFEAN
SPARES
rY
‘D“‘R The Dealer’s
Omi JLacer 7o

DISTRIBUTORS, Inc.

and the Retail
Consumer's

Choice...

5218 Woosler Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226 USA
1-513-B71-1678
fax 1-513-B71-6G684%
E-mail www.domiracer.com or
www.accessorymart.com

—Cde

SPORTBIKE WEST
European & Caté Motorcycle Rally

August 21 - 231 1993

elowna, B.C.

v Sportbikes!
v Great People!
v Mountain Roads®

: -"'._'"-- i"tmmﬂn

Live the Dream

Fly in - Ride Home!
Fick up your new Royal Star rom
Bow Cycle in Calgary, tour the

Rockies and ride it home.
Bow Cycle Is Canada’s top Koyal
alar dealer, Power-Up Kits, Tull
inventory of accessories, and the

The BMW K1200RS.
Have a Season on Us!

Take dﬂh-rrﬂ a new K1200RS before
August 31° and BMW will make your
payments until Oct. 1=, 1998°. See us for
more details. We're the GTA's

exclusive BMW motorcycle dealer.

Just north of Hwy. T at Hwy. 27.

L e

Bavarian Motosports Lid.

: Suce pown 1o Cowedy Degaw kor
| | BuEr BooTs AND INDULN WMOTORCYCLE CLOTHNG

£REAM

Cowsoy

1723 Jane St., North York, Ont.
416-240-9280

{draa™ @ Slerio) OO ¢ e PO DO - 0OrBam

Il Bassd Kavgel Kesiawed asung !

knowhow 1o ensure you get what 57 Ashbridge Circle  _
you need. You probably won't need | Woodbridge, Ont |
the 3 year warranly or roadside (905) 851-1666 |
assistance, bul it's nice o know Uitemate Radng Machine
I’s there. L — || nﬂ':IMﬂ EII_B
SUBSCABEIA MOTICE

“The Toy Store”

L% O II-H' HH
P SET D6%0 &30

0524 Bownoas Rd, N
Calgary, Alln, (403) 288-5421
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Fatten up your midrange

Bartels’ new shp-on muffler for Buells adds a claimed 15 hp and 18 Ib-f of
torque to the $1 White Lightning at 4,500 rpm. The carbon-fibre and
polished stainless-steel muffler is less than half the weight of
the stock item, with a larger dameter
for both the canister and pipes.

Suggested retal price 1 $375
US. from Barteks, (310) 578-

9888,

Heat up your horses

Hooker clams its metalhc-ceramic chermal-
bamner coating increases power by retaming heat in the
exhaust pipe to merease gas velocity. The coating also resists
rust and reduces the temperature of the heat shields. Vanous
header-pipe diameters are available depending on engine size, and
the end of the muffler can be mounted to improve midrange or
top-end power. Made by Hooker Headers, (909) 983-5871.

Quick release for bags

Many custom and touning bikes with sad-
dlebags make it a pan to check rear tire
pressure. Two Brothers Racing offers a set
of aireraft quick-release ball pins for Honda
Shadow ACE and Valkyne Tourers to
enable removal of the bags in seconds. A
kit that includes eight pins plus a dnll bit
for mstallation costs $236.57 from Moto
Hyper-Sport, (514) 226-6080.

Touring saddle for Intruders

Corbin's new dual touning saddle s designed to bring all-day
comfort to Suzula’s new 1500 Intruder. It's contoured to help
maxamize weight dstnbution for long-range travel. Seating

panels are leather stitched in a stylish pattém, and an
optional V-rail and backrest are availlable. Suggested
retail price for the saddle 15 $779 from Bike

Rider, 1-800-663-1016.

Build it from billet

Pro-Tek’s new line of rearset footrests and con-
trols s machned from sobd aluminum and
brght-anodized for corrosion resstance. Rods
and fasteners are stainless steel. The pegs
move the nder’s feet 25 mm upwards and to
the rear and ht most late-model sport bekes.
Suggested retail prices range from $199.99 to
$219.99 US. Manufactured by Pro-Tek, 1-800-
T76-8355.
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Suzuki’s 600 Katana had nine lives. Now it’s got so

New skin f




HE SWEWLKI
GSX600F Katana s
a cunously stub-

born survivor. Since its
ntroduction 10 years ago,
the Katana has remained
virtwally unchanged, a
peniod in which it has
outlasted many machanes,
including other 600
Suzukss that were seem-
ingly more attractrve—for
example, the Bandit and
RFSO0R, not to mention
the first-generation GSX-
R&00 that never landed
in Canada. Perhaps the
clue to the success of the
Katana i chat while the
rest of the sport-bike
world has moved beyond
it, the Kat has been lefe
alone, a small island of low cost and high
Function in a sea of extremes.

Some form of updating was necessary,
though, and this year Suzuki has revised the
Katana styling i a flamboyant manner. The
bulging, front-heavy aero look seemed
either to appall or delight the onlookers we
surveyed, but on the whole, we find the
new shape a nsky but worthwhile freshen-
mg of a bike whose styling had gone stale.

There are a few aesthetic lapses, though;

the gaudy chrome fainng badge looks as if it
belongs on 2 72 Chevy, and the taillighe 1
bizarre, resembling the nether regions of a
baboon. The Katana’s bnlhant red pant
makes a wibrant statement, however, and
the bike drew a remarkably positrve reacoion

A friendlier riding position than
the sport-bike norm makes the
Katana a good candidate for a
lankbag tour, Suspension is
plush and the fairing protective.

from hot polloi at street
level. Beneath the new
bodywork Suzuka has
also updated the under-
pmnnmngs, though I most
respects the design close-
ly resembles the first 600
Katana of 1988.

To refresh your memo-
ry, the Katana arrved n
the wake of Honda's
CBREDD, which has been
the 600 class benchmark
ever since. lnually che
Katana held a shghe
horsepower edge, but its
larger physical size and
heft put it at a sporting
disadvantage, and gradu-
ally the Katama's role
evolved as a sporty all-
rounder, accompanied by
an almost identical 750 version that landed
mn 59.

Both Katana models have been powered
by oil-cooled, DOHC 16-valve mline fours,
descendants of the onginal CSX-R engine
that debuted in 1984. The V8 Katanas are
based on a version of the engine developed
for the 600 Bandit, which armved in '95. Ths
engine, which was exposed by a half-fanng,

AT L AN

had some cosmetic refinishing to make it 3

more attractive, but was alo notable for its =

use of smaller 32 mm carburetors and nar-
rower-dumeter mtake tracts, as well as

Wl Y 4

milder cam timing that erased some top- =
end power but added midrange. The engine &

abo differed from previous Katana design by

having retumed to a valvetrain using forked
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rocker arms with threaded adjusters mnstead
of single rockers and shim adjusters. The
transmission’s output shaft was alio fortified
with a double-row beanng

In its latest '96 configuration, the Katana
has further revisions to the cam tming and
exhaust system to improve midrange, and
abso includes the current generation of digi-
tal ignation that vanes tming according to
throttle position and engine rpm. On first
acquaintance, the engine seems unusually

ation of 6005, but this latest Katana really
has lost some punch. Rear-wheel dyno
results delivered a peak of 77 hp for the
ongnal Katana, which shpped to 72 hp in
Bandst form. But this 98 version produced a
mere 665 hp at the rear wheel. The engine
tuning changes have done more to iron out
midrange roughness than to increase torque,
and despite the smoothness of the power
curve, it has clearly lost some zip, especully
compared with the Bandit, which weighed

and intensity, look elsewhere; the Katana is
competent, but fendly and relaxing,

One significant upgrade on the 98 model
s the fitting of wider nms, which permit the
use of radial tires instead of the previous
bus-ply type. Our test bike was fitted with
Micheln Macadam 90 X rubber in
120/70ZR17 and 150/70ZR17 sizes. The rads-
al rubber offers a larger footpring for gnp and
alio plays a role in the superior nide quality.

The previous Katana came with four-pis-

The 600 Katana is refreshingly competent and a gooc

sophisticated and well-mannered. A handle-
bar-mounted choke helps the engine warm
up quickly, and the clutch pull seems effor-
less, with a smooth gement, which
makes use of the shick gearbox particularly
pleasurable. There’s a good tug of power
down low for casual navigation in traffic and
the throttle response 5 smooth and precise.
Engine vibration i wirtually unnoticeable at
low revs, but as the pace chmbs to a typical
highway speed of 110 km/h or so, the
engine develops a shght roughness that
urges an upshift to a non-existent seventh
gear. The engine feels smoother if you
downshift three gears and let the revs soar
closer to the 11,000 rpm redline—and if
you need to make a pass, downshifts are
pretty much compubsory.

Snapping the throttle open in top gear
produces virtually no acceleration untl the
revs chimb out of the midrange. You might
think we've been spoded by the new gener-

The Katana's new bodywork drew 3 mixed
response. Alrflow off the screen is smooth.
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13 kg 29 Ib) less. Changes to bodywork and
chassis on the 98 model have ncreased
claimed dry weight to 208 kg (459 Ib) from
199 kg (439 Ib).

The horsepower level s certainly suffi-
aient for general use—after all, this s the
age of the 50 hp cruser— but if the cutput
seems too meagre, buyers have the option
of choosing the almost identical
750 version of the Katana, which
has a lst pnce just $400 more
than the 600.

Both 600 and 750 continue to
be based on the onginal frame, a
penmeter design constructed of
rectangular and tubular steel,
mated to a steel swingarm. It's a
sturdy but somewhat heavy con-
struction, and it produces a rela-
tively long wheelbase of 1,470
mm. The hghtly braced 41 mm
fork and single shock with a pro-
gressive  hinkage each offer
rebound damping adjustment,
and the shock also offers seven
preload setuings. Suspension s
onented more toward comfort
and comphance rather than
sporing precision, which suits
the Katana role well. It soaks up
bumps and potholes comfortably,
with lttle harshness mtruding
except over sudden, sharp jolts.
The soft nde quality imparts a
vagueness to the handling feel
that would be undeurable in 2
pure sport machine, but seems
appropnate for the Katama,
which has a steady, neutral steer-
ing character. It doesn tum n

quickly, but responds evenly to

steering pressure and remains

comfortably stable and pre-
dictable. If you want quickness

ton brake cabipers up frong, but they were of
an aging design, and have been replaced by
a Tokico twin-piston type that work well
with the 290 mm dumeter discs, offening
better power and feel at the lever.

Duning the course of our test, the Katana
was loaded with a tankbag and a packsack
under a cargo net for a three-day road mp.




Fuel consumption for the mildly tuned inlne
four was a modest 5.4 /100 km (52 mpg),
which offered a theoretical range of 370 km
from the generously sized 20-hitre tank. A
reserve setting on the fuel petcock and 2
gauge on the re-styled mstrument panel
help manage the range, as does a dipital
trip-meter with two readings. As a sport
tounng bike, the Katana makes a good
backroad companion, with comfortable sus-
pension and reasonable ergonomuics. lts

ralue for $8,249.

shortcomings, though, are a tught relation-
ship between the footpegs and the relative-
ly narrow seat and a surprsingly long reach
to the bars, which are lower than seems
appropnate for a casual sport machine. The
750 Katana has shghtly higher handlebars,
which we would have preferred on the 600.
The lower bar height works well at elevat-

Wider rims now carry superior
radial tires, which help improve
the Katana's ride quality and grip.
Steering is steady and predictable,
and the suspension supple.

New twin-piston calipers, which work well,
replace the aging four-piston design.

ed speeds when the nder’s weight s offset
by the airflow off the windscreen. The far-
ng adds some wind noise around your hel-
met, but produces very bittle turbulent buf-
feting. The only gliech in our Katana
occurred at the end of the test when a
float n one carburetor became stuck, caus-
ng some gas to overflow:

In an era of expensive, mtimidating sport
machinery and expensive, cumbersome cus-
tom bekes, the Katana struck us as refresh-
ingly competent and a good value for a sug-
gested $8,249. We'd be nchined to pick the
torquier 750 for an addiional $400, unless
there was an insurance saving or similar
incentive on the dealer floor, but the 600 is
by no means something to avoud. Suzuka
nisks the bike’s future reputation by having
let its engine performance fade over the
past decade, but the 600 Katana has proved
remarkably resthent. We're amazed, really,
that it cutlasted the 600 Bandit, 2 similar
but even less-expensive bike with supenor
performance, kighter weight and amilar all-
round utility that Suzuki dropped from its

Snap judgment

On the one hand...

wb  You can't beat the range of utility and
performance for this price

ol Reasonable comfort, good suspension
and brakes

~.but on the other

"  Less power and more weight? Not a
healthy trend

" Patch of vibration hits nght at typical
highway cruising speeds

Canadun line this year. It may retumn, but
meanwhde the Katana has found an mvulner-
able niche in the market. File it under this

category: a dam good bike for the pnce. €€

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Suruki GSXEooF Katana
Price $8.249
Engine Oil-cooled four-
stroke inline four with
four vahoes
per cylinder
Horsepower 66.5 at 10,500 rpm
Torque 48.5 N-m (35.8 Ib-f)
at 8,000 rpm
Displacement 600 CC
Bore » stroke 62.6 X 48.7 mm
Compression ratio 11721
Carburetion Four 32 mm CV
Transmission Six-speed
Final drive Chain
Suspension 41 mm front fork
adjustable for
rebound; single rear
shock adjustable for
preload and rebound
Wheelbase 3470 mm (57.9 in)
Ralce,/trail 25.3 degrees/o9.5 mm
Brakes Twin 290 mm front
discs with twin-piston
cabpers; singhe 240
mm rear disc with
twin-piston caliper
Tires Michelin Macadam 90
X 120/70ZR17 front;
150/702R17 rear
Dry weight 208 kg (459 Ib)
Seat height 785 mm (30.9 in)
Fuel capacity 20l
Fuel consumption .4 L/100 km (52 mpg)
Fuel range 370 km
)
? 1
LTI Y %
- =3
: of
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T W T R
Horsepower/torque

Foding glory: Suzuki has smoothed out the
midrange gulch that used to afMict its 600
Katana, but the top-end power has
slipped 100, down 1o 66.5 hp from 77. s
not actudlly as bad as it sounds, because
the engine is smooth and responsive in
the upper midrange. But the 750 model
seems 3 better bel.
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the dirt

| 1
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By Cloude Léonard

IF YOU READ THE AMIRICAN DIRT BIKE MACAZINES,
you've probably noticed that Jean-Sébastien Roys
even his picture have been appeanng more and
more. Not only in race reports, but also in national
ads (eg., Malcolm Smith Racing). One could defi-
nitely say things are happening this season for Jean-
Sébastien in the States. But one would be wrong,
Just ask the nders who lined up next to him at the
ewo first Canadian nationals, with a mix of respect,
admiration, awe and envy behind their goggles.
These guys know—things are not happening for
Jean-Sébastien: he s making them happen. And on
the US. arcust, that does not come casy.

Lap dancing

“Ar the two first outdoor nationals, | got my clock
cleaned,” says Roy. “In Supercross, | was finsshing in
the top ten on the same lap as the winner, and all
of a sudden | was barely qualifying and getting
Lapped on a track with an over two-minute lap
time. Man, | was so ducouraged.” But instead of
whining about how tough it 15 out there, Jean-
Sebastien did what he usually does—he went to
work. After all, he'd been there before.

“A the first Supercrosses, | was getting lapped
twice. I'd blown the senes last year [due to mjunies],
and it was real tough coming back. But at the end,
they weren't lapping me any more. I'd say my
speed improved by about 30 per cent; in some
heats | was nding with guys like [Mike] Craig and
[Larry] Ward. But to do this, | had to concentrate
only on Supercross—on the road, with only two or
three days a week to train and test, you cant do
everything. When the nationals got going, neither
the bike nor | were ready to nde thar fast. So we
went out and found some really long and fast
tracks, and we rode and tested hike hell.”

The results weren's long in coming. After an
encouraging outing at the third nanonal in Mount
Morns (11th in the second heat), Roy hit South-
wick with a vengeance. As did the weather. Tt was
like the deluge: I'd never ndden in so much muck
before. There was a hill, maybe 150 feet, that you
crawled up in first gear at a walking pace. The Cak-
fornia guys were freaking out, but 1 didn't really
mind. | nide pretty good in the mud.”

After seiing his engine while running near the
top ten with only a half-lap to go in the first heat,
Roy came back strong and finished sixth in heat
two, his best performance ever at an Amencan
national. But mud races have a reputation for pro-
ducing one-hit wonders, o to confirm his South-
wick result wasn't a fluke, Roy finished eighth in
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Wha happening

both heats the following week at Budds Creek,
good for an impressive sixth overall. Each tme, Roy
started mid-pack, somewhere between 15th and
20th, and systematically worked his way up to the
vacuum behind the leaders. “In the last half of the
second heat, | was nding the same times as Emig,
who was fifth.”

Such results tend to get you noticed by the nght
people, especially at this ime of the year. When
we spoke, Roy was prepanng for round six of the
12-race national senes. “That's when things will
really get started regarding ndes for next year.
Things are gonna be happening this year, a lot of
beg names are nding out their contract: all of team
Kawasaki [Emig, Huffman, Hughes], guys like
McGrath, Lamson... 2 whole bunch of people. You
can expect some big changes.” While Roy's chan-
ces of signing with a big factory team are shm at
this time, his landing a nde on one of the factory
B teams seems a sure thing. In fact, some of them
have already started talking to him. Problem i,
most of these teams concentrate on the 125 class.
“And | want to ride 250." Team Honda of Troy
would seem ke a logical step, consdenng Roy has
been beating Mike Brown and has even started
zeroing in on Mike Craig, but “T've talked with
Kehoe [the team manager]. and it's possible theyll
be racing only 1255 next year, too. Ideally, I'd Bke to
stay with Kawasaki. Things are going well, and |
don't really feel ke changing brands again. Among
other things, it would make things easier when |
go to Europe at the end of the year. | could just
bring my suspension and be ready to race, instead
of starting from scratch away from home on a
brand-new bike. Well just have to wait and see.”

Keeping the streak alive

For now, Roy just wants to keep charging and give
the vanous team managers something to think
about. He is training very senously, both on the
bike and off, and his motivation i pegged at the
red line. He's invested a lot of ame, effort and
money cmss-crossng the US. (1 took a plane only
once, to go to the Seattle Supercross, and | didn't
qualfy. | came home in the hole.”), and he knows
he has to make it pay off soon. Racing in the States
is costly—he has to cover all his expenses, nclud-
g his mechanic, with prze and contingency mon-
¢y as his only income. No results (in the nanonals
we're talking top ten overall), no profit.

But Roy 1 sticking to his plan. “This year is an
wnvestment,” he concludes in a firm and confident
voie.

Whatch it pay off. ce



Harley whips the covers off its Twin Cam 88, the new big twin for the 21st century.

Twin

THIS FIRST OFFICIAL CLIMPSE OF MILWAUKEE S
new engine might seem less than breatheak-
ing=—after all, it doesn’t look much different
from the Evolution engine. But that, per-
haps, 15 the real measure of Harley's accom-
plshment: to delver more competitive
power, less mechanical noise and more
sophisticated manners from an engine that
won't seem shockingly different from Mil-
waukee's 95-year-old tradsons.

The Twan Cam 88, as it’s called, 5 new
from the cases up, but the basic conhgura-
uon s unchanged: an air-cooled, 45-degree
V-twin with two pushrod-operated valves
per cylinder. The bore and stroke are nice
round numbers, at least in impenal measure-
ment, with a2 375 x 4.0 mch bore and stroke
producing an 88-cubic-inch displacement.
Thats 95 x 102 mm and 1,450 cc, in other
words, 2 bigger bore but a shorter stroke
than that of the 1,340 ¢c Evolution engine.

Harley claims the Twin Cam 88 engine m
tounng form wll produce 86 [b-ft of torque
at 3,500 rpm, which compares to 77 Ib-f at
3,500 rpm for the Evolution. In cruiser tnm,
with shorty dual pipes, the clums are 82 lb-
fr ar 3,500 rpm versus the previous 76 Ib-ft
at 4,000 rpm.

The mmproved performance derves from
a number of areas, including the addiional
dnplacement and the reshaping of the com-
bustion chambers. Intake and exhaust ports
and valves have been reworked, says Harley,
and the engine breathes more efficiently
through a new air-cleaner design with a
front intake. Both carbureted and fuel-
rypected models will be offered. The ignition
system i 2 single-fire type, meaning it does-
n't waste a spark.

pee

Instead of the Evolution engine’s gear-dn-
ven single cam, the new twan uses a chan-
driven pair of cams, whose design, along
with altered cam and rocker boxes, reduce
valvetran nouse.

A stronger high-pressure diecast aly-

menum crankcase sphits vertically, while the
srmdarly diecast alumimum cybinders use cast-
won kners that have an O-nng base seal. The
three-ning pistons are cooled by oil jets, and
the cylinders have 50 per cent more hn area.

Onl circulation of the dry-sump engine is
improved with a higher efficiency pump,
and the ol 5 now filtered before it flows
into the engine. The bottom-end construc-
pon continues to be a single-crankpen design
with knife-and-fork rods, but the crankpin s
a larger dameter with more beanng surface.

The crankcase and transmission remain
separate on the new engine, but will have a
stiffer joint to improve powertran and chas-
sis npdity

Not all of the 99 big-twin models will
use this new engne. Evolution-powered
bikes will continue to make up the bulk of
the production numbers. We should have a
more complete picture of Harley's 99 mod-
el Ine, including some nding mmpressions,
afver Harley's offiaial launch. ec

In the next issue we'll thow you where Harley plans 1o pul this 1,450 ¢¢ V-twin
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i J‘\' OW IN ITS THIRD YEAR OF PRODUC-
= 0 tion, the Royal Star, it seems cleas,
will not conquer the world. Ie hardly seems
fair to have expected such an outcome, but
when Yamaha introduced the Royal Star it
seemed bent on global domination of the
cruiser market, fully expecting to bump
Harley-Davidson off its pedestal.

This didn't happen, of course, so
now Yamaha has settled in for the
long haul, building the reputation
of its premium cruiser in small steps
and vanations. The main obstacle in
finding buyers continues to be the
price of the Royal Star, which
begins at 518,999 in onginal form,
but nses to $20,999 for a Tour Clas-
sic. The most recent vanation test-
ed here, the Tour Deluxe, hists for
$20,299, but comes in solo seat
form at that price. A complete passenger kit
assembly, including a backrest, seat and
floorboards, i another §1,056.95.

These are expensive motorcycles; what
makes them worth the money? Harley-
Davidsons sell for a similar price, and Yama-
ha seemed to think it could ask at least as
much for a cechnically supenor motorcycle of
a higher build quality that camed a fve-year
warranty. The intangible qualities of a Harley,
though, are a major source of its appeal,
which subsequently translates into high re-
sale value. The market has yet to confirm
that Royal Star prices will prove simalarly
durable, though you'd expect the long war-
ranty to back up s value,

A=

If the bike is viewed as a collection of
components, and not as a speculative inmvese-
ment, it's easier to see why the Royal Star
carmies a lofty price tag, Every piece is solidly
buille and superbly finshed; there are no
rough edges anywhere, which is something
you can't say about any other beg crusser on
the market, including 2 Harley. The large

Tour Deluxe comes with larger hard saddle-
bags and a solo seat, though a passenger
kit is available as an option.

central speedo sits bke an expensive
chronometer on the gas tank, and the
chrome, paint and polished surfaces are
Rawless. Nor s there anything sloppy about
the Royal Star’s performance; the clutch,
ransmission and brake are heavy in opera-
tion, but debberately 5o, for a genteel, digni-
fied feel that matches the bike's imper-
turbable aura of dignity.

The Royal Star V4 engine 15 central to its
personaliy. Ongnally the V4 was built to
power the Yamaha Venture touring bike,

Deluxe

Sservice

and then hot-rodded to serve in the V-Max.
In Royal Star form the 1,294 < engine has
been detuned, with smaller 28 mm carbure-
tors, milder valve tming and a lower rev bm-
it. Anyone who's ndden a V-Max, or even a
Venture, will likely think that something is
missing from the engine, but it nonetheless
produces a healthy surge from low revs and
a relentless pull up to its maximum
output of 65 hp. That may not
seem like much, but most bikes in
the heavyweight crumser category
are putting out roughly 50 hp. The
emphases 15 on low-speed grune, but
the Royal Star 15 both a real tractor
and blessed with enough top end o
crawl beyond 160 km/h. In cool
weather we noticed a shght weak-
ness just off idle, apparently a lean
condition that disappeared as the
temperature rose, but otherwise it felt mus-
cular, at least at low revs. Top-gear roll-on
power tends to seem flacaid, but that’s part-
ly because of the tall overdnive geanng, As if
to excuse this lethargy, the Livest Royal Sears
have a green “overdrive™ hight set in the
speedo face that comes on in fifth gear,
remindng you to downshift for a pass. The
tall gearing keeps the revs in the basement,
which also reduces vibration. Among the
changes made to the Royal Star V4 was the
removal of the counterbalancer in order to
increase the low-frequency, high-amphitude
shaking that provides essential character in
the cruser ranks. On the Tour Deluxe at

highway speeds, a steady vibra-massage was

Royal, Classic or Deluxe? Anything but the cheap seats, baby.
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detectable through the footboards and han-
dlebar, but it was more of a flutter than a
buzz, and no impediment to comfort. The
mirrors stay clear.

SPECIFICATIONS

Yamaha Royal Star
Tour Deluxe

$20,299
Liquid-cooled four
stroke Vi with

four valves per
cylinder

64 M 5,100 rpm

103 N-m (76 Ib-R) at
2,000 rpm

L2394

102 X §O mm

10:1

Four 28 mm CV
Five-speed

Shaft

43 mm fork with 140
mm travel; single rear
shock adjustable for
preload

1.695 mm (66.7 in)
30 degrees/129 mm
Twin 208 mm front
discs with four-piston
calipers: 320 mm rear
disc with four-piston

caliper
Duntop D404 150/80-16
front: 150/80-15 rear
Dry weight 329 kg (725 1b)
Seat height 711 mm (28.0 in.)
Fuel capacity 8L
Fuel consumption 6.3 U100 km (45 mpg)
Fuel range 286 km
[
™
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Horsepower/torque

Mini Mar: That humpback whale of 2
torque Curve is the defining characteristic
of the Royal Star engine. Roll-on response
from the bottom end is very good—at
beast in the lower ratios. Very tall gearing
makes a3 passing move from lop gear
seem on the sluggish side, Which is why
Royal Stars now come with an “overdrive™
light on the speedo to remind you (o slep
down on the shifter.

Il CVCLE CANADA - AUCUST 1958

The Tour Deluxe version of the Royal
Star comes wath a four-into-two exhaust
system rather than four separate muf-
flers, and to our ears, the separate pipes
seem more musical. One reason might
be that the four-into-two design has
longer muffler extensions running under
the saddlebags that direct sound away
from the nder’s ears. Despite the muted
rumble, the Royal Star engine has a
pleasantly throaty vroom and a forceful
response to a handful of throttle. Rolling
off the throttle, however, can produce a
pnmary-gear whine that sounds a bit
like the whistle of a dropping bomb at
SOME revs.

Part of the Deluxe treatment i the
thick solo seat wath a prominent bolster for
back support, but the more generous
padding doesnt make it an obvious
improvement over the ongmal seat. The
shape tends to lock the nder into one pon-
tion of the saddle, and the Lidback tilt con-
centrates weight on the base of the spine.

Behind the solo saddle 15 a small toast
rack—or at least so it seems if one were to
abide the 2 kg (4 Ib) load rating stated by a
waming sticker. Since the area normally

helps support a passenger, we felt safer
increasing the burden. The Deluxe model

also comes with more capacious hard sad-
dlebags, with a volume 33 per cent greater
than the leather bags fitted to the Classic.
Unlike those bags, the hard type on the
Deluxe can be locked, though they require
a separate key. The saddlebag lids are not
hinged, unfortunately, which means two
latches need unlocking to remove the lid,
which must be placed somewhere while the
bags are loaded or unloaded. A hinged hd
with a single latch, kke Honda uses on its
custom Tourers, 5 much easier to use.

On the subject of awkwardness, previous
Royal Stars have had ignition swatches hid-
den behind and beside the nder's seat,
which would not have worked with the
new Now the switch has been
moved closer to the steerng head below
the tank, where it requires a very long reach
for the key—which also tends to become

wingly hot from the engme

That stretch for the gnition switch
reminds you of how big the Royal Star is,
with 2 1,695 mm (667 in.) wheelbase and a
claimed dry weight of 329 kg (729 Ib). Yama-
ha was determined to give the Royal Star a
heavyweight presence—which it has—but
this alo makes the bike something of a brute
to push out of an inclined parking spot.

Royal Stars are heavy and low by design,
but they handle comfortably well=up to
the point where the footboards drag.

In the saddle, the Tour Deluxe seems less
cumbersome, and the low centre of gravity
and chassis geometry make it surpnsingly

well balanced in low-speed manoeuvres.
The penalty for that ground-hugging feel is
very modest comenng clearance, and it
doesn't take an aggressive lean angle before
the footboard skid plates scrape the pave-
ment. Some improvement in clearance can
be obtained by adding air to the fork
through a new valve and adding preload to
the rear shock. Or you can simply scale back

your expectations about comering speeds,

whach longer acquamtance with a Royal Star
tends to encourage anyway.

Despite its considerable hefe, the Tour
Deluxe requires little steenng effort from
the wide handlebar to nibate a rtum,
though the length of the wheelbase and
mass of the bike produce a slower and
relaxed turning reaction. At higher speeds
the Tour Deluxe can seem a bit rubbery

Snap judgment

On the one hand...

ol It's no V-Max, but the big V4 has a
pleasant sound and feel, decent torque

wh Exceptional finish quality. Nothing
cheap or tacky anywhere on the bike
—but on the other

" Despite the Tour designation, seating
comfort is not improved

" Even a shght improvement in comer-
ing clearance would be wekome




while making bmsk lane changes, some of
which results from the aerodynamic forces
being fed into the steenng from the large
fork-mounted windscreen. Suspension com-
phance on the Tour Deluxe was ssmilar to
the other Royal Stars we've tested: ade-
quate, but not exceptional. The fork occa-
sionally gives a clunk over potholes and the
rear shock can transmut a sharp whack, but
the comfore level 15 of middle rank in the
crusser category

We complaned previously about the
wooden feel and weak power of the Royal
Star’s twin front disc brakes, but chis Tour
Deluxe offered a shight mprovement in
power, if not in feel. The rear disc brake
huge, with 2 320 mm duameter disc of
unusual thickness squeezed by a four-piston
caliper. It's obviowsly designed for heavy use,
and on dry pavemnent you can stand hard on
the big pedal above the footboard. Modu-
laion at bow speeds on a shek surface can be
tncky, but the long wheelbase bike remains

YARLAMA KINMDLY COMMENTED TO MY RECUEST
to borrow a bike from s European head-
quarters n Amsterdam for a week, but
something was lost in transhition. I'd asked
for a YZF600 or reasonable facumade and
made plans for a sport-tour that would cul-
minate m a few laps of the legendary Nur-
burgnng. Fresh out of suitable equipment,

fairly stable even if the wheel locks up com-
mg o a stop.

Unbke the windscreen on the Tour Clasnc,
the one fitted to the Deluxe 5 adjustable to
two heights, the lower of which allowed us
to see over the top comfortably. The screen,
which s unusually thick, produces some mild
buffeting at highway speed, but far less than
we noted on the Kawasala Nomad (tested in
the July ssue).

In theory, the fuel range offered by the 18
litre tank should be around 290 km, given
the consumption of 63 /100 km (45 mpg),

P .2 !..

Tilting at windmilis

On tour in Europe, John Cooper rides a Royal Star
Tour Classic at Nurburgring— leaving his marks.

Yamaha lent me a Royal Star Tour Clasuc
mnstead.

It wasn't exactly what | had in mind, but
at least | wouldn't be nding the bus. The
hestone Nurburgning circuit (at least the
Nordschliefe pare of it that i stll kepe up)
i usually rented to manufacturers for car
and tire testing, but i stll open to the
public at least pare of the ume. The day |
arrved the public hours were 545 to 700
pm.The atmosphere was senous, with
numerous Honda FireBlades, a Ducats
90055 and a new Yamaha R1 in the parking
lot. | wanly eyed the Acura NSX and black
Audrs, as well a3 the VW GTI with lowered
suspension, hood pins and full roll cage.
The Royal Star was mcongruous, to say the
least.

Al Nurburgring you pay 22 marks and insert
your tGicket in the machine. It must be the
world's fastest and scariest toll road.

In the regntration office there was much
eye-rolling over my waxed cotton jacket
and kevlar-panelled Draggnjeans. Thes was
Cermany, after all, where everyone dons
full leather unless they're on 2 moped,

but the fuel-level waming kght usually comes
on .II'I:-'-.I:'Id l.'I'H: 180 krm rr"n.'lri, whoch was dn.-
tracting. A petcock s abso used to switch o
reserve, the need for which armves Later.

A funcuonal advantage of the Royal Stars
are their cast wheels, instead of fashionably
retro spokes. They support tubeless tires,
and their strength and maintenance-free
nature make sense for long-distance use.

The Tour Deluxe should stll be considered
a cruiser among tourers, but we found it a
pleasant mount for relaxed exploratons thae
nchuded frequent stops for sightseeng, There
are plenty of more functional choices for a
tourng bike, 50 a decmion regarding its worth
comes down to an aesthetic appranal. The
Royal Star has the heft and feel of quality, the
torquey V4 engine makes the nght sounds
and a fve-year warmranty should help preserve
its value. Yamaha's approach to a crumer pro-
widing emotional appeal s perfectly logical,
but remans a conundrum. It soll requires a
leap of fasth to spend the money. cc

where anything goes. “Keine leder, niche
fahren.” I'd half expected this, but wasn'
about to lug my leathers across the Atlantic
just for 2 20 km nde. We compromised on
my yellow PVC ramn pants over the peans.
For 22 DM | got a uicket good for one Lap,
or close to a buck a klometre.

Even one lap on a Royal Star 5 next to
pomtless, but | couldn’t ressst. Feeling and
looking ndiculous, | set off as fast as | dared,
keeping one eye on the mirrors and the
other peeled for the Ring's notonous blind
comers while heading imnto the late after-
noon sun. | left the nght cumsignal flashing
to encourage the track warmors to keep
clear, and every so often a GSX-R or BMW
sedan would howl past. There was great
musscal accompaniment from the Royal
Star’s scraping footboards, but alo some
occasonal hard knocks of a more senous
nature is the boards’ heavy forged mount-
ing brackets slammed to ground. The big
Yamaha's brakes are powerful, but a strong
smiell with each vigorous apphcation told
me they were working really hard.

On the closung straght we struggled to
hut 160 kv and then the Lap was over
too soon. | may have the Lip record for a
Royal Star, for what that's worth. No one
else would be silly enough to try. | left the
Yamaha clicking to itself in the garage of
the Pension Jung-Stroof in Nurburg and
walked down the road for dinner.

Em grosse beer, bitte.
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Jean-Seébastien Roy seems ready to grab Blair Morgan’s No. 1 plate.
But surely that’s more than a part-time job? By Jason Griffiths

% ME RIDER STAMDS OUT FROM
the held gathered to the pro
nders’ meeting at the opening
round of the CMRC national
senes at Mudhurst, Ont., but

the stares he draws are not just because he's
holding a baby in his arms. Jean-Sébastien
Roy 15 back m town, and he's the man to
watch.

Roy 15 by reputation the fastest moto-
crosser in Canada, but it's something he's
proved by impressive results racing in the
US., not by earning a Canaduan champi-
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onship. Earber this year Roy bartled into
top-ten Supercross hnishes aganst US. fac-
tory nders and is now pursuing the AMA
outdoor senies. His goal is a factory nde of
his own. The only reason he's at RJ Moto-
sport Park for the opening round s that
there & no conflicung Amencan date.

“1 did really well this year in the AMA
indoor senes, and if | can do as well out-
doors | might get a factory nde for next
year,” says Roy. “So that’s why 11l be racng
the rest of the senes down in the States.”
But a Canadian championship—if he could

squeeze it into his schedule—would look
good on his résumé,

Currently, though, that utle belongs to
22-year-old Blair Morgan from Prince Albere,
Saskatchewan, Roy's teammate thes year on
the Two Wheel Motorsport Kawasalo squad.
Morgan domnated the 97 senes and then,
lke Roy, tuned south of the border for nd-
ing opportunitics—except Morgan made his
mark last winter racing snowmobiles for
Arctic Cat. Morgan was a spectacular success
on sleds usng a stand-up, motocross style,
and after caming the Snowcross Champi-
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Blair Morgan, left, and
jean-Sébastien Roy
flank Two Wheel Motor-
sporl tedm manager
Ron Ashley, who can
complain about the
level of talent on his
machineny. But what
about commitment?
Roy's priority is a U.S.
factory ride, and he
will not contest the
entire Canadian series,
despile an early points
lead. Morgan is a bet-
ter bet for another No.
1 plate, but so far he
hasn shown the inten-
sity that won last
year's tithe,

onship he signed a lucrative three-year con-
eract with Arctic Cat. Financually, it's a far
more rewarding pursuit than domestic
motocross. Last season in Canada, Morgan
showed up at races on borrowed money.
This year he arrived for the opening round
at Mudhurst in his Acura NSX, an exotic
sports car worth more than a hundred
grand. Morgan's attitude has also changed.
Last year he was striving co eam his first No.
1 plate, winning 17 of 24 motos in the
process. This season the uitle 15 Morgan's to
lose, and he knows he has to beat Roy to be
consadered the country’s fastest nder. Mor-
gan must be asking himself some questions
as he sits behind the wheel of hs NSX:
“Can | beat him? Will ik be worth i if | do?”

Morgan knows he has a good chance of
winning the Y8 utle, snce Roy wall be rac-
ing only four of the seven rounds. If Morgan
can't beat Roy on the track he'l only be No.
| on paper.

But it's not just Mergan and Roy waging
baztle. In the senes’ opening 125 moto, for-
mer No. 1 nder Marco Dubé takes the lead
and, surprisingly, holds it ahead of Morgan.
Dubé had tom a kgament in his knee at the
Daytona Supercross and was not expected
to come out strong. But the Quebec nder,
who switched from Honda to Suzuki this
year, has one of the trickest bikes on the
course. Dubé s nding erratically, but doesn't
leave any room for Morgan to pass. Roy,
meanwhile, catches up after a bad start and
hinally makes the pass. Morgan has to settle
for third behind Dubé and Roy.

For the rest of the day s a scrap
between Kawasaki teammates Morgan and
Roy, but it's Jean-Sébasten who comes out
on top in cach of the three motos.

Morgan blew a chance to win the fnal
125 moto after Roy crashed on the fourth
lap. But Roy's supenor speed and condiion-
ing helped him catch and pass Morgan two
laps before the finish. In the final 250 moto
Roy began with a holeshot and led Morgan
and Dub¢ for the entire 30 minutes.

Morgan seemed happy enough with his
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results and made no excuses, though he'd
broken a finger practising the week before
and had a chest cold. “This was one of my
first races this year and | had the speed to
run around with Jean. We left everybody
ehse well behind.”

Youth and guidance

Perhaps the most dsappointing perfor-
mance of the day was from Ryan Gauld, the
Machine Racing Yamaha nder who has
shown great promise and was expected to
mse to the top. But at a track he practises on
every week, Gauld's tenth place in the 125
class seemed anti-chmactic.

“I've got so much hype buile up around
me. I'm the next up-and-comer and | just
threw it away out there. The last two
motos were just an embarrassment....All |
can do s put it behind me and think about
the next race.”

He wouldn't have long to wait, because
the next round in the CMRC senes took
place the following week at Riverglade Park
near Moncton, NB.

Among the new talent making the trek
cast was 15-year-old Darcy Lange from
Courtenay, B.C. Lange made the jump from
80 ¢c bikes to the pro ranks in just over 2
year, and the Kawasaki nder 15 determined
to follow Jean-Sébastien’s example and nde
in the US. senes once he's shown he <an
win in Canada. He finshed eighth in both
pro classes at Midhurst— which was two
spots ahead of Gauld in the 125 class.

During the drive out from Moncton, Gauld
had endured a pamful lecture session given by
Machine Racing manager John Nelson.

Meanwhile, in the Fwo Wheel Motor-
sport Kawasaki camp, Ron Ashley had been
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exerting some pressure on Blair Morgan,
suggesting that he hadn’t been putting the
same effort mto his taming as he had before
the 97 season. Ashley’s concern grew after
Morgan finished third in the first 125 moto
and a lackdustre fifth in the 250 class.

“It’s just not my day,” said Morgan after
making it back to the traler from the 250
moto.

“He just hasn't been nding enough,”
countered Ashley, who also suspected Mor-
gan had been “spoiled by Snowcross.”

Morgan was determined to nde harder in
the afterncon program. When the gate
dropped at the start of the 125 moto, Mor-

Morgan and Dubé
slammed logether
at Riverglade.
Dubé was out cold
and Morgan dislo-
cated his ankle.
Ryan Gauld, left,
now trails Roy in
the points chase.

gan charged into the lead, reminiscent of his
championship season— but his day was
rumed in the second comer. Dubé had pur-
sued him into the comer when he lost
direction in a rut and slammed into the side
of Morgan. The two bikes locked together
and tumbled, hurling both nders to the
ground. Dubé lay unconscious from the
impact and Morgan was sprawled in the
middle of the track grasping his leg in pain.
The race was halted.

The rest of Morgan’s day would be spent
in the emergency room, while rumours cr-
culated that the champ had broken his leg.
Dubé had suffered a concussion and was

dazed. He attempted to race the final moto
of the day but pulled in after a lap, unable
to nde. In the absence of much compet-
tion, Roy won both remaining motes with
a one-minute lead over the rest of the pack.
A chastened Ryan Gauld redeemed his rep-

utation with second-place finishes in both
125 and 250.

“John pulled me aside and just sad, Thas
15 what you have 1o do, you have to nde the
whole moto, and if you are not willing to
do it | want my beikes back nght now.” John
said as soon as the 30-second board goes up
I'm locked into a contract of 30 minutes of
nding. No whining or crying, just 30 minutes
of twisting the throtte.”

Yamaha veteran Marty Burr took the last
podium spot in the 250 class, a good resule
after musfortune in Midhurst when his bike
ran out of fuel in the final moto after the
carb float had stuck. And young Darcy
Lange showed himself a force to be reck-
oned wath, finishing fourth in the 250 class,

Morgan was eventually diagnosed wath a
severcly dulocated ankle from has crash wath
Dubé, but he was racng again a week later
at an Ontario regional, though off his usual
pace. He has five weeks to prepare for the 2
next round in Raymond, Alberta, and an 2
unsatshied Ashley was stepping i to guide %
Morgan’s training with a firmer hand. He's 3
pumped tme and money into Morgan's
career and wants a retum on his investment.

Meanwhile, Jean-Sebastien Roy keeps on
getting stronger. After the New Brunswick
round he scored his best-ever result in an
outdoor AMA national moto, with a sixth
at Southwick, Mass. Hell race at the Alberta
round, but miss the next two in Nanaimo, 3
B.C. and Edmonton before retuming to 3
Ulverton, Que., and the Walton, Ont., final.

Roy's absences might prevent him from
winning the No. 1 plate. But Morgan and £
Dubé or somebody else will have to beat
Roy on Canadian soil to show they really
deserve the championship. cc
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CLUB
DIRECTORY

ATALG. - Associatpn des triakafes amateuns du
Québer, CMA affliated trals organizaton, Come
rihe sormee Of The Bt Briddy S04 b0 edatern Canada
We aptak your {rpd, Indormmat=on Call: Baan
(514) 2953198, Danael (418) 338-57 78

ATLANTIC MOTORSPORT PARK - Atlantic Canada’s
hawmae of road racing wnde 1974, Only 45 mides from
Halfsn, NS o Shubenacsdie, Club cwrstd nd vol-
untieer-run. 1.6 mies with 11 gorners. Our season
inchudes 2 Kawindhi high performande rding
shoch, & round of the Canadan Superbaie { ham-
peonship and the BCS Atlantic Vintage TT. Call
Wayrse Biahop, (902) BS5-6287 o (P02) 477-5156
Write: AMIE, Bon 30010 South, Halfax, N5, B3] 306

BLACK COLD BEEMERS - Edmanton » Ingofpas sted
Lo promadle GOporiunulers o Ireefdly wodud silniteei
and the engoyment and uie of BARW motoscycies
Actnaterd inglude day raded, weekend toun B Camp
oty and partdpatesn in kad s motoncyche dvinils
We organase the Alberts JO00 Endurande Rile, a0
ll-pwrand event o raders whd kv 10 fade S rade
and rade. Meslngs held on the wetond Wednesdry
of each maonth 2t 7:30 at the Airway Hotel, Naky
AR, 20km §. of Edmonton on Hay 82, Although we
are & BADW club, mot 50 of o maenibers ate BADY
et = Chub urely i Baded On ol whared entbuniasm
for racleny! Contact Tracy Deslaoner (403) 464-8553

email: betmeriworidoale com

CANADIAMN ASSOCIATION FOR SAFE MOTORCY-
CLING, (CASM) it a0 swareneis 30 ety Cami-
P detedled S Both Fdedy afd Rof-radedi. We
wlome ol recers and Chubn to B part of Uhe res-
butan. for more o Chiech ot our weblite
wiatsilaumoonCal. CASM, 51 5%pecale D, Brarmp-
ton, OM, L6V 4B5. Tel (905) 457-T7830, fax. (904)
437-0774 o ermadl 1o Resumi@netmatrio et

CANADIAN VINTACE MOTORCYCLE CROUP - The
VG Is for a8 old and vintage molorcyche owners
and enthuiiaits, Currently ovied 1400 membens
soroas Canads, United States & onveriead. ANkated
wath the C MA O RRA snd Vintage Motoroyche
Cluly o Britaen. The G snd illh S LD psderibor
Vinilage molorCyche Falles, FOSd Fund, WVLage Lhal,
SECHOn Malingl, fwap meels, pancs, oic. There
& maanthdy Peewaletier, annual Chubs roater, vinLige
i ance plan restrted to CVIG memberi only
Conlact: D MoMaw, 92 Yydenbam 3. Dundas,
Ot L9 2V (905) 6274185

CUCATI OWHNERS CLUB - Serves Ducats owntrs
[rchery/dieamens and all Eurepean [inchudng Britah)
bl raivy, Momibiny fedene 3 Dopsdal sl ol G-
brve ewnkelier 4 fyear and an sl atspn L0 rede a1
o ralles, 1998 Trach ralies 38 Mosport June J7/28
and Crattan, Machigan Aug. 1/2. New membenhep
i §25/year for ungle o § 30 for flamily of interna-
tonal. Rersewals are 308 ondy $20.00. Fos more
detally contact Duvid Acey, 1920 Elevmere Rd,
1229, Scarborcugh, ON, MITH 30T or vt our web
sl = hEpe Merial vanene OOy reey - Al-0ne Tl
Chub-Cofp=info el rebw_ GO0 OB BRI 0

GOLD WING TOURING ASSOCIATION (CWTA) -
We pronide Cold Wingen with an environment and
chuby struiture for engoying social gatherings and
Larnddy events without poltcsl o relgeous 29
tsons, Membars recerve monthly magannes, patch-
1, decals, and the Annual Tourng Guide. For info
O plriaric) 3Nl Of AEALIAG your own koCal Chapler:
GWTA, Brian Taylor, 742 Elgin 5t Newmarket, L1Y
IEE, (P05) 85 3-2261, bblayiorPnetrove s Com
Western Canady: Broce MeQueen (604) 753-9512,
fax (G04) 753-1519, Atlantic Canadas- Noel Facey
Ted. (902) 4147095

ONTARID FEDERATION OF TRAIL RIDERS (OFTR)
« Are you a0 sctive off road rder T B 30, you should
corader oarendg the OF TR, the voste of olf-road
motorCyciats and ATV wsens in Ontano, Membenhap
Bt s g ke 8 regralar snformatang ewaetler,
monithly meetings and assstandes in beeping rding
PRI Opein 0 your ared. Membenbip o ondy 345
pet year and your lees help w10 ght negatae beg-
relatecn, Lt ROty nd Lo Cevelop & Lrad R bwedirk
in Ontano, To foin, please call Warnen Thaater on
(905) T86-2836 or Torry Cleary on (905) 824-7344
g basentan o

OSHAWA COMPETITION MOTORCYCLE CLUB -
Ontano’s Lrgeit offroad Chub i dedslated to provad-
ing msmibers of all s with well arganised and
sl opporturtees for off rosd motorcydhe g
WX, Crods Country, Enduncs and loe ratinsg. Fun
races opeen to s Tromm a6 7 10 ower 50, Club
Motocrons every Tueiday evening, from May 1o
Sept. Spectiton weltome. Track ncated on Brogh
Rd. 5. of Curemont, Ont. Meetingl every second
Wied at Arnandale Bed. Contre i Ajan, Ml to PO
Bax 53, Ajan, 08, L15 302 oF Call (905) F21-2540
OF Wit 3 1R O, CA Ol

NORTH AMERICAMN 40+ RIDERS: ONTARID K an
e taongl Organaralon offerng fun sodul events
A wattuend Lo Geantd 1o the wiahe of o
oy entFumnagat, #0 year snd over memben
We're growing rapedly with chaplen in Mew York,
Pern, Oheo 30d lnon. Regoier Breshlant maetngs
Everyone o weliome, For s ormatepn (onladt
Lornse Sheum, 6 Wade Rd, Smethrille, ON, LD 240
Phone: 905957 3082

VINTAGE ROAD RACING ASSOCIATION - i for
enithuriaants wheo ke The CRalenge of Compelng on
i harars Bl in the 507 &0 B0 ndew MO 1998 rac-
) wedin atarts Ay B0 31 @ Shanndrmalle with 3
Vintage only Spring Fling with rosd races, concoun,
Twapmaet, parades and tracktime, Entry i 315 2t the
gate, Vintage clnaes o most RACE events ot Shan.
morrle. The ANUCAN Serers woll rounds a8 Sl
nacader, Loudon N H. in ity and the VRRA Vinlage
Festival ot Mosport on August 21, 22, 21 1998, Ca8
Bobs for event anfo, W61 3725491 or emad: bal-
PedmilPoyberus.ca - wiwwinormel on caf-tharrafvrra
For race class indo, contadt Dave at (F03)842-1841

VIRAGO OWNERS CLUB - Come and join our Lami.
by of riders. The Virago Owners Clubs i a0 ofganits-
b of modordyche enthunint SedCated 1o Yamas-
ha's Vieago, Alver 15 years the Yieago Owners Club i
intended for, bt not bmited 1o, rders of the Yama-
ha Vieago, For Information ¢ontact

wirw atabwind net/-virago of EAST - Bob Crous, 41
Rue de la Couler, Hull, QC, (819) 593-1002
crods@fon mitncs [ WEST - Wayne Corley, 6346 171
A S, Surrey, BC, VIS FCA, Tel, (604) 5760448

UNITED MOTORCYCLE CLUB INTERNATIONAL
40 Years of age of oicher, Motortycing o enthusiat
Food, fun, freedom, and frendibep, Bo membeniep
fee of dues. Mo ypecasl brand reguired. Chaplen n
Candda, USA and Germanry. For informataon, wiite
to UNACH 20059 504 Ave. Langley, B.C. VIA THE

WELLAND COUNTY M.C.- Founded i 1944, ingor-
porated = 1966, We promote ahirt track and
spediivary T a1 Maagar s MoterOyche Radowry snd
organare Tish and many fosd eventi. Meehngs »
our iowvn Clubhouse every Wednesday at B:30p.m
Write to WO MLC, o1 603 Netherbry Rd. Wielland,
Ond LB 5N7, phone Uhe clublhouse ot (905)7 34-
JO5B Wed, reghils and rade din OF Call Preiadent
Wies Peerce ot (905) 815-2754

HUMBER COLLEGI
SUZUKI &
YCLE CITY

Gearing Up
Tha Bove Rader Prograen

feazure
o Bl baosgry of orbdig eatruton
= redopreted by
L L R G o
Mew (owries for ¥

=T e polre weth
L BT

m'}f
Fewr maarg wlor et alirn, w
£ thag Hosrdar Colege
Cartre e Travaportton

Traming 3t (418) 7980000

Call 1-800-265-5718 for dealers near you!
wawat hdndle com » (905) B52-3212

Stylish! Stunning! BMW?
Introducing the R1100S.

Waiting for a lightweight, sporting
BMW? ts coming! Available mid-
August Call us 1o find out when you
can soo it shing, At the GTA's
exclusive BMW motorcycle dealer.
Just north of Hwy. 7 at Hwy. 27.

Bavarian Motosports Ltd.
57 Ashbridge Circle
Woodbridge, Ont.
(905) 851-1666
Tres mesiste Fadosy Ma e
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A SUDDEN HARD RAIN HAD SWEPT MOSPORT
Park just before the start of the opening
Superbike national. Water soaked the well-
aged pavement and heightened the hazard
of an oil spill lurking n 2 slough of cement
dust leading onto the back straight. The
erack condiion was homble, but even
worse, it was changing, with the sun break-
ing out and wind beginning to whip the
track dry. In other words, a perfect day for
the green-haired monster of Mospore, Mar-
un Caudreault, who 1 a1 shppery and
unpredictable as the surfaces he masters.
During the final round of the Superbike
national senies last September at Shan-
nonville, Gaudreault had nearly won che
wet-but-drying final on his ZX-6R unul a
gearbox fallure caused a crash. Earlier chis
season he won the opening Shannonwille
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Martin Gaudreault
thrives on the
ragged edge. How
he gets away
with it amazes
those in his
wake—which was
almost everybody
at the Mosport
Superbike round.
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race on a track so oily much of the gnd
walked out. And at Mosport, Gaudreault -
umphed with his firsc big win, coming
through the held as the track dned, side by
side with Jordan Szoke until he forced his
way to the front on the last tum.

True, the win was something of a fluke;
Gaudreault and Szoke on ZX-6Rs and therd-
place hnisher Benoit Pilon on an R1 were all
on Michelin ran tires, which work better
than Dunlops on a drying track. But by the
end of the day Gaudreaule had added to his
accomphshments—this tme on dry pave-
ment—by passing Michael Taylor on the lase
lap to take the Open Sportbike win and
then finishing a solid fourth on his ZX-9R
Sportbike in the second Superbike final of
the day, which gave him the overall poines

lead in the championship.
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Mind you, it wasn't a flaw-
less performance. In the 600 race he'd
attempted an imposuble pass under braking
against Munroe, who was already on the
kit erying to out-brake Nedl Jenkns at the
end of Mosport’s back straighe, now faster
than ever after the removal of the hump.
“He camied way too much speed in there,”
said Munroe, and Gaudreault tucked the
front end at a fghtening velocity. By the
ume his ZX-6R stopped cartwheehng, it had
folded ke an accordion. The crash had
looked messy enough to bring out the red
flag, and the results were made final, gving
Jenkins the win ahead of Munroe and

| B

Martin Gaudreault, Jordan Sroke
and Benodt Pilon moved Lo the
front as the track dried, condi-

tons that favoured their
Michelin rain Gires.
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Owen Weichel. Caudreault
wobbled to his feet holding his wnist, and
he needed to replace a battered helmet, bur
was s0on back i the saddle of his ZX-9R to
win the Open Sportbike final.

If he was nding hure, it didn't show. Fin-
ishing behind him in the Open race was
Amencan newcomer Josh Hayes, a member
of the Valvoline Suzuki team who made a
fine debut at Mosport, and admitted aston-
ishment at the sight of Gaudreault in front
of him. “He was nding hke 2 madman. |
kept waiting for him to highside. He sure
doesn’t mind expenmenting with his drives
out of comers. | thought he'd be in a low
orbet.... He wanted that race real bad.”

Taylor had made a mistake downshifung
from the back straight on the penulumate
lap, allowing Gaudreault to close, and then
pounce. Coming out of the oil-soaked exit
of Moss Comer for the final ime, says Tay-
lor, Gaudreault “went sideways so far | had
to shut off.” Wild, perhaps, but he saved it
and led Taylor across the line.

How long can Gaudreault get away with
this kind of thing? Well, he's not a rookie,
though this will be his first scason on a full
national campaign, supported by Canadun
Kawasaki on ZX-6R and ZX-9R Sportbikes.
A 2b-year-old from Laval, Que., Caudreault
5 a francophone who has ventured lieele

beyond his provincial borders—
though as an amateur, he says, he
went to Loudon in 92, managed
1O reguter as a pro and went on to
qualify second in a 750 Supersport
race behind a certan Scott Russell,
Of course, it was raining....
Gaudreault has always enjoyed rac-
ing in the wet, which offers the
opportunity to compensate for a
horsepower dehiait. The worst injury
he's suffered has been a broken wrist,
but there have been quite a few crash-
es and much shattered bodywork. He
chose his racng number 101 because he
could re-do it easlly with tape, having
grown tired of repaining more elaborate
numerals. But the number also signifies
the 101 Dalmanans, as do the pawpnnes
painted on his helmet. Hiving Caudreault
on your tail is not unlike being pursued by
a pack of exaitable puppies, agrees one rac-
er: “Hell pass you anywhere. Innde, out-
ude. If he sees you m frone, he automancally
tnics a pass. There’s no hesitation.” It's a nd-
ing style that frequently lands Caudreault in
trouble, but he can also make w work. At
the very least, he's currently the most enter-
taining nder in Canadian road racing. He

Gaudreault made a pretrel of his IX-6R after
losing it at the end of Mosport's back
straight. Neil jenkins took the 600 win,

holds nothing back, not on the race track
and not in the smple joy he shows atop the
podum.

In the final Superbike race, early leader
Taylor blew an engine and Caudreault fin-
ished fourth, the best he could hope for on
dry pavement against the full Superbike
equipment of Munroe, Hayes and Pilon.
He's not expected to hold his pomnts lead in
the Superbike championship beyond this
first event. But if it tumns out to be a rainy
senies, all bees are off. cC
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The BMW (1 enters
production next year.
Is this car/scooter
hybrid a mere
curiosity or does it
have repercussions
for motorcycling?
Bruce Reeve rode a
C1 prototype and
brings back this
report.

THE FUTURE AIN'T WHAT IT USED TO BE.
At one ume it kept a discreet ditance,
promming strangely futumstic dewvices for
some remote date—cthe year 2000, for exam-
ple. Now that future 15 mdecentdly dose, and
I've just come back from nding an example of
it n Munich, Germany. There, BMW intro-
duced s 2000 model C1, which goes mto
production next year, built by Bertone i laly.

The C1 is a powered two-wheeler, but 2
hybnd that combines clements of the auto-
mobide and scooter. Its defining charactens-
tic 15 passive safety, something thar up to
now has been \';!tuﬂ} absent from any
form of scooter or motorcycle. BMW has
des:gned the Cl to protect s nder from
collisions wath other vehicles, particularly
the most common frontal vanety. The Cl 5
designed to be operated without the need
for a helmet, for the simple reason that the
C1 itself forms a kind of egg-shaped helmet
around the entire seat area. A passenger can
be carmed, but must wear a helmet unce he
or she uts outude the protected area. The

alloy space frame includes a roll cage that

can withstand 22 tons of pressure; a
deformable bumper 15 located above the
front wheel, which 15 steered by a Telelever
fork that ako supplies an element of crash-
deformation. The nder sits in an automo-
tve-siyle seat with a headrest, strapped
seturely with an inertia-reel double safety
hamess. An airbag 15 also dnder develop-
ment. German regulations have  been
changed to exempt C1 nders from the. hel-
met law, and similar exemptions will be
sought i other junsdictions.

Using accident research | dagarand 200
comnputer simulations, the Gl proved <afer
n crashes than motorcycles in almost every
case, something that was backed up by a
senes of collision tests using dummies and
prototypes. Video footage shown by BMW
offered convinaing prool of these clams,
though it's clear that C1 crashes would also
lead to a different range of injunies to the
arms and legs, whach are not restraned and
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BMW has succeeded in conving-
ing authorities in Germany to
exempt Ca riders from the
helmet law. A second seal can
be fitted, but passengers on the
back would need a helmet.




vulnerable to mjury or abrasion. And m
some situations where 2 motorcychst mught
be thrown clear without myury, the C1 nder
could come out worse. In general, thoughy
the safety benefits of the!Cl seem mat=
guable. A good question, however, =
whether or not the advantages of a scooter
of motor:ycle have also been greatly com-
promised.

BMW offered five pratotype Cls to the
gathered press, first advismg us they were
worth about $160,000 cach and asking that
they not be damaged. | had two short nd-
ing sesuions around something ke a hally
go-kart track located inside BMW's huge
Aschheim test centre. Most of the other vis-
itors were automotive journalists, and BMW
had provided a fleet of conventional scoot-
ers and some shorty helmets to allow them
to brush up thewr nding skills. | took the
opportunity to re-acquaint myself with a
couple of scooters, which typically are
notable for hyper-quick steenng, low centre
of gravity, modest weighe, and in the case of
a Puggo 180 two-stroke, bnsk perfor-

mance. They offer an extraordinary sense
of freedom and are, of course, bloody
dangerous by automotive standards.

Then | boarded the C1. Immediately |
noticed the addiional weight, a total of
180 kg (397 Ib) full of fuel, but particu-
larly the higher centre of grawity. After
strapping myself in with two separate
buckles and pulling the huge central
lever that controls the centrestand, |
rocked the C1 back and forth wath my
feet on the ground and felt the mass of
the roll-cage and glass overhead, which
swayed something hke a high-masted
ship. With a tum of the key and a push
of the electne stare, | was ready to go.
Like most scooters, the C1 uses an auto-
matic contmuously vanable transmussion.
Two hand levers control the front and
rear brakes.

Underpowered, overweight?

The C1 prototype engine was simalar
but not identical to the final production
itern, a 125 ¢c four-stroke made by Bom-
bardier-Rotax in Austria. The engine fele
somewhat overstrained, which sn't sur-
pnsing considenng the weight, and it
accelerated slowly up to what was a
camed 100 km/h, though the
specdometer remamed politely nactive
on the prototypes | rode. The produc-
won engines will have a redesigned cyln-
der head and electronic fuel injection,

A crash-deformable bumper above the
front wheel keeps the C1 from flipping
in a front-end collision, and the
Telelever fork Is also designed to col-
lapse. The aluminum framework is
strong enough to withstand a couple of
tons of pressure without crushing.

but a2 250 version would seem an obvious
mmprovernent, and i sud to be in the works
Essential to the success of the C1, though, s
the hicensing structure in much of Europe,
which wall allow many drvers to operate a
125 scooter with a standard drving hicence.
Most scooters stnke me as being a tad
squirrelly, but the C1 felt solid and slower
steenng, a predictable resule of s longer
wheelbase, braced fork and much suffer
trame. | quickly grew used to the somewhat
pendulous steenng feel, and probably would
abso grow used to the presence of the thick
pillars of the roll cage up front, which inter-
fere somewhat with your comenng view.
Brembo calipers offered good braking
power, and future versions of the C1 will
ako be offered with ABS (which was
demonstrated by 3 BMW engineer dunng
an emergency braking test through sand).
Weather protection on the Cl should be
exceptional. The windscreen 15 automotive-
type safety glass, not plastic, with a large
wiper and defrosting vents, and the handle-
bars have electnc warmers. Your feet st
inside a semi-enclosed well, which should
also duscourage unwisely takong a dab in case
of a low-nde crash. Despite nding wathout a
helmet, | felt more claustrophobic on the
C1 than | had on the conventional scooters
with a helmet. A handy single button releas-
¢ both seatbelt buckles when it's tme to
disembark and the straps recod out of the
way, while a2 pull on the big lever housts the
centrestand. No sidestand is fitted out of
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concern that the C1 might blow over in a
high wind.

| also have some doubts about how easly
the heavier C1 could be manoeuvred into
ught parking areas on crowded sidewalks n
European cimes. Although it's not huge, the
Cl s bigger than 2 normal scooter. And |
watched one joumalist begin his nde by
running over a plastic pylon immediately m
front of him, which had been obscured by
the expansive front bodywork

Traffic splitter

The BMW C1 will not kkely be coming to
Canada, mostly because traffic customs here
wouldn't allow it to show its strengths.
BMW ilustrated its presentation on the Cl
with video chips showing the speed with
which motorcycles and scooters shp through
lanes of motionless car traffic. The emviron-
mental benefits, time savings and reduced
congestion are obvious. Lane-splitting 15 tol-
erated in most of Europe and parking i per-
matted on udewalks and n specul zones. In
Canada that usage gamers tickets and hom-
aidal rage from other drivers. As a resul,
motorcycle and scooter use here is almost
entirely recreational. At a retail pnce of
approxamately $8,000, the Cl would strug-
gle to find sufficient buyers to make n
worth imporung,

There are the safety benehts, of course,
something which has traditionally been of
hittle interest to motorcychsts. The lack of
any passive safety design s an integral pare
of the motorcycle as we know it. Now that
BMW has mntroduced a powered two-
wheeler with a new level of safety, however,
it concerns me that sumilar expectanions
might be apphed to motorcycles. According
to Dr. Michael Ganal, head of BMW's
motorcycle dvison, “There are no plans nor
15 it possible to make a Cl out of every
motorcycle.” BMW considers the Cl a new
category of vehicle, and | would agree. But |
was surpnsed that no one at the factory
scemed aware of the posuibiity that BMW
might be sued in a US. courtroom for fuling
to apply the same passive safety standards
on its motorcycles. Dr. Ganal acknowledged
that the production of the Cl was a mar-
keting nisk, and | hope that's all it is.

If BMW has successfully created a new
hybnd vehicle with the manoeuvrabibity of
a scooter and the crash protection of a small
car, I'm sure the world will be a better place.
On the other hand, let’s hope BMW hasn't
unwittingly created a template for the
motorcycle of the future, cC
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S3 Thunderbolt

Midrange Punch, not middle of the road.

The M2 Cyclone, like all Buells, delivers the knockout punch of
power, right where you can use it. The torquiest of the torque
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$1 Lightning S3T Thunderbolt

monstaers, with maximum output of BO ft. Ibs. at hand at only
4500 rpm. It's the most versatile Buell. Combined with the
centralized mass, rfigid Irame and low unsprung weight, a

Buell gives you moreé than a rnide. An exhilaraling ¢exXxperience.
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MotoSport Plus
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Kingston, (XN
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Vancouver, B.C
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Ascots and Secas and STs

Fifteen years ago in Cycle Canada
Vwin sport bikes are so well estab-

kshed now that we need not fear for ther
future. More good ones are on the way.
But 15 years ago we couldn't help but be
disappointed with some of the offenngs
from mainstream Japanese manufacturers.
The Yamaha Vision had seemed so proms-
ing, but fell short of expectanions and then
was canned. Honda tned a different
approach with the VT500 Ascot, which
wsed a version of the 45-degree hiquid-
cooled V-twin introduced in the homely
Shadow custom. The Ascot was also styled
in an Amencan tradition, but it used dirt
track instead of custom elements. Nothing
was wrong with the bike, exactly, but it
didn't stretch much beyond the role of
inoffensive all-rounder. The engine needed
high revs to generate much power and the
shaft-drive chassis was histless. If the Honda
had been a real np-snorting flat-tracker for
the street hke Harley's XR1000, it might

have been more successhul, at least to us.
But the Ascot was just too nice.

Next on the list of disappointments was
Yamaha's Seca 900, an expanded version of

the shafe-drive 750 that had a sleek, sporty
European flair. Unfortunately, the Seca wig-
gled like a salmon going upstream at brisk
highway speeds, and our test bike was not
unique in this regard. Too bad, really,
because it was a charming sport-tourer. So
appealing, in fact, that our test concluded
when somebody stole the bike.

BMW's RBOST made the best impres-
sion in our test lneup, though the bike was
really just a parts-bin conversion of the GS
model. But it worked. Elsewhere in the
August issue Max Bums reported on the
Aspencade Rally from Lake George, NY,
which had recently been transplanted from
New Mexco and would become known as
Amencade. Max suffered from chrome
envy for weeks afterward. c¢

News snapshot: August 1983

* Harley-Davidson introduces its new
generation of Evolution engines
* Ride for Sight's first national rally

raises $350,000 for retinitis pigmen-
tosa research

retro

CROSS COUNTRY
Aug. 2—Lethbridge, Alta. CMA
(905) 522-5705.

DIRT TRACK

Aug. 1—Welland, Ont. Short
track. National. CMA. (p05)
532-5705.

Aug. 15— Leamington, Oat. Half

mile. Mational. CMA. (90%) 522+

5705.

Aug. 28—Barrie, Ont. Half mile.
Mational. CMA. (90%) 522
S705.

HARE SCRAMBLES

Aug. 9—Agassiz, B.C. CMA,
(6o4) 536-2321

Aug. 9—Vega, Alta. Oldtimers.
CMA, (403 47%-0943.

Aug. 9—Welland, Ont. National.
CMA, (905) 522-5705.

MOTOCROSS

Aug. 1-2=0runthal, Man. Ama-
teur Nationals, CMA. (204)
3384094

Aug. 2—Paishey, Ont. CMRC.
(905) 642-5607.

Aug. 2-5L jude, Que. ACMG.
(514) 7995753

Aug. 37=Chatsworth, Ont.
Moto Park Summer Camp,
(519) 794-2434.

Aug. 3=—LUnbridge, Ont. CycleFair,
(po5) Bg2-6507.

Aug. 9—Kemober, Sask. (MA
(306) 668-4341.

Aug. 9—S5t¢. Anne, Man. CMA
(204) 338-4094.

Aug. 9—Ulverton, Que. National.
CMRC. (pot) 642-0607.

Aug. 16— Kinsella, Alta. CMA,
(401 475-0943.

Aug. 13-16=Walton, Onl. Grand
Nationals, CMRC, (903) 642-
5607.

Aug. 22-23—Valleyfield, Que.
ACMG. (514) 370-4518.

Aug. 13— Agassiz, B.C (VA
(604) 536-2321

Aug. 23—Grunthal, Man. (MA.
(z04) 338-4094.

Aug. 23=Reging, Sask. CMA
(306) 668-4341.

Aug. 23=5wan Hills, Alta, CMA,
(403) 475-0943.

Aug. 29-30=Auburn Hills, Ont.
CMRL. (905) 642-5607.

Aug. 30— Beausejour, Man. CMA,
(204) 338-4094.

Aug. 30— Port Hardy, B.C. CMRC
(250) 758-8299.

Aug. 30—Prince George, B.C.
VA, (604) 536-2321.

Aug. 31—La Tugue, Que. ACMQ.
(514) 6548193

RALLIES & EVENTS

kly 30—Aug. 3—London, Ont.
Balloon Festival Show & Shine,
(519 696-2088.

iy 31-Aug. 2~ Sanair, Que.
Moto Mondial, 1-800-3161-4595.

kly 31-Aug. 3—Sudbury, Ont.
Freedom Ralky. Mine Mill Camp-
ground. (7o5) 677-043L

My 31-Aug. 3—Humber College,
Ont. C5C Motorcycle Instructor
Rally. Fax (436) 253-2109 Of ¢
mail radiat@idirect.oom.

Aug. 1-2=0rmstown, Que. CVMG
Rally and Trials. (905) 627-
&15%.

Aug. 2=Welland, Onl. Ride for
Huntingdon's disease. (MA
(905) s22-5705.

Aug. 14-16=Ameliasburgh, Ont.
CVMG Quinte Rally.(905)627-
4185,

Aug. 16=Welland, Ont. Paul
Travis Memorial Mystery Tour.
CMA, (9035) 522-5705.

Aug. 13—Mississauga, Ont.
Samuel B. MoCalon Toy Ride,
GWTA. (436) 748-3146.

Aug. 21-23~Kelowna, B.C.
Sportbile West. 1-800-762-
5395

ROAD RACING

Aug. 8-9—Calgary. CMRA. (403)
280-3144-

Aug. 9—Shubenacadie, N.S.
(VA (902) 542-7478.

Aug. 14-36—St. Felicien, Que,

National. PMP. (416) 696-2455.

Aug. 15-16—5eattle, Wath, Vin-
tage/Superteams. WMERA,
(206) 338-4686.

Aug. 22-13—Mospont, Ont.
VRRA, (905) 627-4185.

Aug. 22-13—Portland, Ore.
WMRRA. (206) 338-4686.

Aug. 22-13=5. Eustache, Que.
ASM. (514) 663-2471

Aug. 23—Richmond, B.C. Mini
racing. CMA. (504) 536-2321

TRIALS

Aug. 1-2—Sanair, Que. CMA,
(905) s22-5705.

Aug. 3—LUnbridge, Ont. CMA
(505) 5225705,

Aug. 19— Haliburton, Ont. CMA
(904) s22570%.

Aug. 30— Tweed, Ont. CMA,
(p05) s22-5705.

Send event notices to Cycle
Canada, 411 Richmond St
E.. Suite 301, Toronto, Ont.,
MzA 355, of e-mail Cycle-
can@aol.com
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S j R750
Cycle Canada test

Fuel injection should make
the Suzuki GSX-R750 a
better motorcycle.

Some day.

TWO YEARS ACO SUZUKI HAD THE SPORT BIKE OF THE
year with its stunning reconfiguration of the GSX-R750. It
was a certifuble wild thing, with less weight and more
peak horsepower than a Honda CBRY00RR, hartnigper
steening and a frantic personality, marked by a beg jolk of
power beyond the 10,000 rpm mark that made the front
end dance bike a puppet.

And nt made some race bike, to the extent that the gnd
of an AMA 750 Supersport race seems to be a Surula Cup
event—nothing elee in the 750 class can compete. The
only trouble for Surula i that the rules of the game have
changed—open-class sport bikes now rule on the street,
,lr'u;:l thl:r{' s ?SQ'bl“tl_‘d I;].l".."i In {:Jnjdlin I.II:I."IF:. Thl.','
GSX-R was hardly obsolete, but it still needed a boost
How about Fuel |n1.r+'.l1-;."-r1]'

Desprte hoving hrit appeared on a Kxwasaka 1000 nearly
20 years ago and beng commonplace n automotive
df“‘af‘ﬂﬂ. !U‘L'I '-'.'I;L'ﬂ’.':l.':lﬂ 'ltl” ]'flli AN X0 AUTA N mﬂ:ﬂ:c:f"
el Mg, W here carburetson perints '.l:uh-lb-._'\-!rﬂ}'. It would seem
to defy logic. Carburetors are relatively crude devices,
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essentially consisting of a throttle shide to
control air intake and a jet and needle to
determine the flow of fuel to mix with the
air. The carburetor cannot respond to differ-
ences in temperature or air density; if you're
a racer you re-jet the carburetors; if you're a
sereet nder you live with the compromases.
Yet the long and subtle development of
carburetors has produced good results. Plen-
ty of motorcycles on the market have nearly
perfect carburetion, providing that combna-
tion of linear throttle response and precise
feedback that feels so satisfying, a seamless
link that makes the bike seem a part of you.
As emission regulations tighten, however,
and demands for power increase, carbure-
tors have begun to falter. Fuel mjection
offers the promise of more precise fuel
metening, which can be determined by sen-
sors providing information about air-intake
and engine temperature, atmosphenc pres-
sure, engne rpm and throttle position.
Despite the obvious theoretical advantages
of fuel-mjection, its supenonty in practice is
not a foregone conclusion. Suzuki intro-
duced a fuel-injection system almost ident-

Six-piston ¢alipers squeerze thicker, more
heat-resistant discs, offering excellent

power and sensitivity.

cal to the GSX-Rs last year on the TL1000S
ewin, which was far from perfect. We noted
dunng our road cest chat it suffered from
surging at steady throttle and an abrupt roll-
on response. Suruk prowided two post-pro-
duction updates to cure the alments.

Our first chance to sample how the fuel-
injected 98 GSX-R performed was duning
the press launch at Road Atlanta, a high-
speed race course where the throttle

38 CYCLE CAMADA - AUCUST 1508

response proved faultless. But then the
TLI000S hadn't shown any ghtches duning
its race-track press launch ether.

Ideally, a fuel-injected bike shouldn't draw
any attention to itself, but simply offer the
throttle response of a perfectly carbureted
engine, with a highter throttle acuion, per-
haps. A good example 1s Honda's VFR800,
currently a Cycle Canada long-term test
bike, which we frequently forget is fuel-
njected. It just works. In the case of our
GSX-R750 test bike, though, it took only
minutes aboard the bike before it became
obvious this was a fuel-injected model wath
charactenstic quirks. These abermanons were
most noticeable at low revs, when there
was an odd feehng of disconnection
between throttle postion and engine
response. A small amount of throttle would
produce some acceleration, and then after a
short delay, some more. Holding the throt-
the steady tended to cause surging, with the
engine accelerating and coasting instead of
pulling evenly. Occasionally, while coming
out of a low-speed comer, the GSX-R fele
awkward, since it would surge ahead more
strongly than expected.

Some tasks the fuel-ingection system han-
dled well; even at low revs, it was possible
to whack the throttle wade open and have
the engine pull seamlessly to the 13,500
rpm redline. In the upper gears at highway
speeds during a passing roll-on, the engine
responded smoothly after a couple of
downshifts, behaving much kike a carburet-
ed GSX-R— though without the same
vicious kick we remembered from the earh-
er model. At first we guessed that the fuel-
injection had smoothed out the top end of
the powerband, but a session on the Hindle
dyne indicated the bike was in fact down
on power, despite the clam of § hp more
this year. We'd recorded 113 hp on our 96
GSX-R test beke (not to mention 117 hp for

a stock bike we'd begun our racing project
with), but the fuel-injected bike had a peak
output of 108 hp. Surpnsingly, the injected
bike was no stronger in the midrange either,
though Suzuki altered the cam timing to
mprove midrange. It also has a 50 per cent
larger airbox, increased intake valve kft and
a revised exhaust system.

Following its dyno run, our GSX-R test
bike went straight to Shannonwlle Motor-
sport Park, where contnbutor Andrew Tre-
vitt had stopped en route to Chillwack,
B.C., with a van carrying his CSX-R600 race
bike. Circulating on the Nekson short circuit,
Andrew immediately had a complane. After
shutting the throttle and braking, he could-
n't carry revs smoothly through comers or
roll-on cleanly from the exits. No matter
how smoothly Andrew attempted to tum
the throttle, the power would come on
with a lurch. A fundamental of road racing
15 the smooth and forceful application of

power out of a corner, following a consis-



No matter
how

the throttle
Was
turned,
the po\ ver
would

with a lurch.

tent hine on the limit of eraction, but
Andrew struggled to get a proper dnve.
This problem seemed more than a hictle
reminuscent of our fuel-inpected TL1000S
project bike from lase year. Suzuki’s mjection
map cuts off the fuel supply entirely when
the throttle 15 shut, presumably for ems-
sons and fuel-consumption concerns, but
this also hurts the progressiveness of the
response when the gas i rolled on again.,
Might there be a reason, after all,
why motorcycles have been so slow to
adopt fuel injection? A sport motorcycle
exxsts in a far more debicate dynamic balance
than a car, whose mass and momentum
coasting through the apex of a turn make
throttle response less enbical. On 2 motorcy-
cle, the degree of weight transfer and the
tenuous nature of traction at the rear wheel
make greater demands on throttle sensitrvi-
ty and power delivery. Fuel mjection can
work, obviously. But it's not a simple task.
For our project TL1000S, the most suc-

cessful approach was found with the use of
a Dynojet module called a Power Comman-
der, which plugs into the stock winng har-
ness. With the aid of a laptop computer, the
module (about $600), can be programmed
to alter the signal governed by barometne
pressure, which will produce a change in
the mixture. A source with Dynojet con-
firmed that other mjected GSX-Rs had simi-
lar problems—though our test resule of 108
hp was sud to be unusually low.

We're holding the GSX-R750 to a very
high standard, perhaps, but we think thes
proper. In other respects, our test bike mea-
sured up with the kind of bnlhance that
made it the 750 class benchmark. At Shan-
nonwville, the GS5X-R was mmally pro-
nounced a “marshmallow” by Andrew Tre-
witt, but this more accurately descnbes sus-
pension that provides surpnsingly comfort-
able complance and contrel on bumpy

backroads. Small increases to compression
and rebound damping of the fork and shock
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SPECIFICATIONS

Suruki GSX-R750
$11.949

Liquid-cooled four-
stroke inline four with
four valves

per cylinder

108.2 o 12,500 rpm
70.1 N-m (51.7 Ib-R)
al 10,000 Ipm

T49

72 x 46 mm
Compression ratho 11.8:1

Carburetion Fuel injection
Transmission Six-speed

Chain

43 mm front fork
adjustable for preload,
rebound and
compression; single
rear shock adjustable
for preload, rebound
and compression
1,395 mm (54.9 in.)
24 degrees/ob mm
Twin 320 mm front
discs with six-piston
calipers; single 220
mm rear disc with
twin-piston caliper
Dunlop D207 Spormax
120/70lR17 front;
10/solR17 rear

179 kg (395 Ib)

830 mm (32.7 in)
8L

7.2 U100 km (39 mpgl
280 km

Dry weight
Seat height
Fuel capacity
Fuel consumption
Fuel range

-
-
-
-]

Tebbgl (A

3555853833

2 0 & 5 & 7T §F ¥ 15 11 12 1)
[

Horsepower/lorque

Missing something?: A simple roll-on test
on the dyno fails to show the problem
with the fuel injection, which occurred Mt
steady throttle and in throtthe transitions.
The peak output of 108.2 hp makes us
think our test bike was something of a
dog. though a check revealed nothing
wrong. Other “98 GSX-Rs we've heard of
have been significantly stronger. It wasn't
slow, but should have been better.

#)  CVCLE CANADA - AUCUST 1558
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An upgraded shock and a steering damper
steady the "98 GSX-R's handling.

helped settle the chassis on the track. The
98 shock has a temperature-compensating
system to maintain dampeng consistency,
and new reinforcing plates that increase
ngidity around the suspension-link mount.

Although hes lap times were hurt by the
poor drives he was getting out of comers,
Andrew found the bike tracked well over
bumps and maintained a consistent, hght
steenng feel. On the 98 GSX-R, Suzula has
added a non-adjustable steenng damper
under the lower mple clamp, which can
produce a shght weave at low speed, but it
makes the GSX-R noticeably steadier under
full-throttle acceleration and at higher
velocites. As his lap omes dropped, Andrew
found he could push the front end pre-
dictably and correct a shide. Dunlop D207
Sportmax tires are fitted to the GSX-R, and
they continue to impress us as both consis-
tently gnppy and fairly durable.

The six-peston cabiper brakes on the GSX-
R are excellent, mated to thicker, more
heat-resistant discs thes year and controlled
by a new six-position brake lever. The
brakes were easy to modulate and the chas-
sis tracked well under hard apphications.

Engine vibration was conuiderably more
prominent on this 98 bike than the last
CSX-R we tested, with a prominent buzz
between 4,000 and 5,000 rpm that made
legal highway speeds irksome. Suzuka has
reduced the geanng shghtly on the 98 mod-
el with an extra tooth on the rear sprocket,
but we'd say this was an unusually buzzy
example. Clutch action 1s hight and smooth
on the GSX-R and the gearbox accurate, if
chunky at times.

Stop-and-go nding m heavy traffic s dehi-
nately a pam, and the engine on this fuel-
injected model seemed to run hotter than
the previous version. The usual running
temperature of 78 C would climb to more
than 100 C in heavy traffic, which might be
another indication of a lean condition. It’s
never wise to leave a running bike unat-
tended, but we've heard of one GSX-R
owner who melted the fan on his bike after
leaving it at idle too long.

We retumed our GSX-R test bike to
Suzuki Canada and asked that it be checked
over. Nothing was mechamically amiss, we
were told, nor did the service people find
anything wrong with the bike after nding it.
We akso checked with a large Suzuki dealer
who had sold a fleet of GSX-Rs; he said
none of his customers had complained
about throttle response. (But four of them
had been stranded when a hose from the
fuel pump mnude the tank had come
unchpped.)

We don't believe the problem exists in
our imaginations, however, and nothing
confirmed this so quickly as nding our 600
R. Throttle response from those carburetors
like the GSX-R used to be. cc

Snap judgment

ol A great chassis with improved
suspension and brakes

~but on the other

M Fuelingection seems quirky—and
where's the horsepower?
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TURPLE BROS. RIDERS DEN - Accessones &
'I;-l:r'.hll'ltj for all ricders. Telndc, Frank Thormas,
HJC & First Cear B New Age eleCng viils
Coldwing access. by Drag Speciaities, Show
Chrome, Kury Akyn, [E&M and Ty Mate Trad-
eri, Cread selection of Gines, helmets and hug-
gage. Turple Bros. Honda/Suzula 5307 Gaetr
Ave, Red Deer, Alberta, T4MN 485, Tel. (403)
346-52 38, Fax. (403) 3414910

TITAMIUM FASTEMERS- and ¢ompanénts
ot ked in Canada, rade proredn by Superiake
Champeon Michasl Taylor. Shune wissght and
ingrease strength in cntical areds. Mew prcing
an BT16 Titanium Hex and Sockeét sfrewa 4-10
mim didmeelers, Full ling of Stedl and 1o Adu-
rrirsarm failenddi. Dutnbulon wanled @ i
Sreds. Call Fuller Metrt Parts Led. a8 BOO-665-
4825, Fax, (604) BE2-9202, Warchouies in B.C
and Ond.  wevss fulbermadnd Com

CLOTHING

THE ORIGINAL LEATHER FACTORY - Gt your-
sell an onginal! Custom leathers inchuding fack-
ets, Veits, Pants and Chaps. Tounndg and Badng
beat by, Adteralaond and repars. YWe oot 2l
and we've been doing it well for 20 years. lNew
Location: The Onigenal Leather Factory, #123 -
2323 Boundary Rd., Vancouner, BC VM 4VB
P /Fax (S04) 298-37 70, and Mafcud
Alexander, 789 MNorth Park Royal, West Vandou-
ver, BC WVIT TH7 (604) 925-8818

TOFFEE - ELECTRIC VEATS inchuding wiring
$99.00, Echpse electric vests of chaps 514000,
with heated collar 316000, thermontats sl
able. Hedled hand ghps nd GNP WaliTers
$37.00 and wp. 5 & H extra, Amex, MC, VISA,
JBC. Order by phone, fax or mad. Call 1(800)
S67-0837, local (416) 251-6208, lax (416)
251-B346 150 Queens Ave., Toronto, DM,
MEV 2N of in person, by apposntment

DEALERS

ACTION HOMDA - We work on 2l makes
Quick tire changes, Complete Monda ine of
mtorcyChes, ATV, and Pt SGUIp. Your Hon-
da sounce in the Prairies, 1325 Canbou 5t W,
Moose Jaw, 3K, S6M TKS. (306) 693-4140

BRAMPTON CYCLE LTD.

2565 Steekes Ave. E.#23, Brompkon, Ot L6T dL6
Tel. (905) 791-4011

www b l:'r‘:‘-;ll-ﬁi'h:'p':l‘l' (=]

F o

Own the streets
on a new Ninja from
Brampton Cycle

B <4 Kawasaki

CYCLE CITY - Your local Suruki, Yamaha,
Enfield, CZ-JAWA (Bikes and mopeds), and
VELOREX SIDECAR Specialnl - Complete sake,
serile, parts and acoessones. CAN-AM parts
Same day rebonng. 2396 Quesniway Dr,
Burbngton, ON, L7R 3T3. (905) 681-2155,
emuail; Oy ey netang . Ca

ONTARIO HONDA LTD. - OEM dealer for Hon-
da. Yamaha, Suruks. Fasl parts mael onder amy
wintre, Malhirg $hop and Westhing 38Mvile, Asu-
manm radiator repairs. TelTax: (416) 461-

0441, 1255 Quiden 5L E. Toronio, Ol AMELIC2

DUCATL, KTM, MOTO GUZZI, HUSQVARNA,
ATK = Factory wakes & serwde. Ohlma & Wiete
Power rebudlding & revalving. UPS senace 10
Canads e able [‘Itr'-l-'"'l]t rates

Willamawlie Weldang Senvice, 182 Main 51,
Hollarnd, NY, 14080, Tel(718) 537.230%. Fax
(716) 537-2B55

ENGIINE SERVWVICE

MNIKASIL/ELECTROPLATED CYLINDERS! Exclu-
sive suppher of replated Oylinders in Canadat
Save 509 over the Cost of ntwy, For Molodnods,
streel, sredreTcbebe 3rd Mdes OITENNG plaled
Adurmeniurm Cyhnders 1or Harkeys offenng 1 1hp
increave. Comimon Cylinders in stock for imme-
diate shipping'! Wescan Blectro Budd, 1115 San-
ford S0, Winnipeqg. MB, R3E 1AL, (204) 779-
1189, wwwoelectrobudd mb.ca

SUSPENSION

LIFT YOUR ASS OR PLANT YOUR FEET! Low-
e seat height by up 10 67 and get your feet on
the ground, Racers, fing tune the ride height o
impnose grownd chearande by up 1o 3. Avad
hor mont nkage type, Bngst shodk sport Deoes
Dymo services and Dstrolue stredl papes Ao
Call for avaelabalely, 3N prsfung. Adpuritmednt
Tech, Dmemes, DN (T05) 7995119

FOURING

BAC/EAWASAKI ONTARID OFF-ROAD TRAIL
TOURS - Experienced guedes lead you theough
goeme Of the fanest O -road rdang aneds in
Ontarss, Chase vehicle, a0oom. suppled. For all
absbties. July 18719 -Mosport tradnde; Aug 21-
24 - Four Day tour of Ontano, 2nd running of
this celebratied &wint, fedtuned i the My, 78

Lumuay Mososcrour Houoars by et Casaseas Rocos

|l i

=

poe

issue of Cycle Canada; Sept. 12/ J-Lalabogee
Boogee. Kawaiaki Min, Bde goen away ol each
event! BES Walton CL Whitby, ON, LIN 7R3
Phone (P05) S66-97 34, Fax, (905) 6&66-7 750

RIDE THE ROCKIES - MOTORCYCLE TOURS
AMD REMTALS. Make your drédm (ome Lhse
Reche the rweiome Rocky Mountaing on your
oy, OF o0 Qusdhed towrs, Based in beautiful
jaspeer, Alberta, Rede the kKelfields Parowary and
our best secret roads on a Hadey, BANY, Honda
Of Yamahd motortydhe. Sport Molor YWorks,
PO, Box 2404, [asper MNational Park, Alberta,
TOE 160, Tel, Fax. (4D3) B52-5752

PO T elusplanet, net

st O IOy TN o T IPTRE  CenE o i

FIRATINTN G

RIDE LIKE A PRO, WHEREVER YOU GO -
FEAS.T. Reding Schood - Canada’s #1 advanced
Sholly Draenend LaClty, Ledrn Uhe Ded hinegues Dhad
vl ke you 3 wiled and more (onfdent rder
We supply your choste of 1998 Yamaha,
Kiroviiako of Sufulo SD0CE R maddel oo
b, full g gear 30 TOD ROLCH satrud Don
Couwrses all summeer o Shannonville, Ont. and
iny early Juby ot St Eustache, QC. Call (418) 33.2-
3515 to regeater of fax (418) 332.2441

RIDER TRAINING - The Canaduan MalorcyCle
AssoCiation does it better. A 5252 weekend
grves you 13 hours on-beke, the M2 test on-wte,
S BOASET INBUTANGE, We ONET MMl groups,
and & varety of bekes indludeng Crunsers and
sport bdoes, Free retesting & extra practe

time. Toronto, Sault Se. Mare, Hamiton, Aurg-
fa Pembeoke and Temimens. MEW: Full M Kende
traeneng and Lestng, www. inlerngg.com/ ~cma
(416) 466-0402, (905) 522-5705

TRAIL TOURS AND DIRT BIKE 3CHOOL -
Learn to trad ride in Ontano’s off-road paradae,
the Candrasics forest. We supply you wath
everything needed for a great day in the
woOdi. A vanety of bdues from Honda, Krwvats-
i, Suruio and Yamaha, nding gear, full instruc.
tson, trail gusdes and even lundh. Courses on
wetkerds and dodounted weekdays. Call Steve
at (705) 2779511, Fax_ (705) 277.9997, Mai
to: Sandaraska Park, R.R. #3, Ponty Food, Ont
L1A TEQ

Beemer Outlet

Purchaso any Boomor up 10 SEK
& get 3500 in FREE accessories'
Up 1o $12K get 51,000 and up to
220K got 51,500 in bonus valuo!

i P Yo L g s pf o W Dwemeia b 0D e Tondee

+ Only At »

McCBRIDER LYCLE

78T Pemdas 5i. W. Toreonce (418) TE3-383)

Everything on Two Wheels for 89 Years
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One more lap
of Assen

A second look at some of the rare
machinery that was on view
at the Assen Centennial TT

1ew
¥

By John Cooper

Al right is a four-stroke 0 «C
Matom, a hand-built Dutch
concoction based on a moped

and modified beyond recognition.
The <tiddier class was popular in
the Netherlands, encouraging much
ingenuity, butl was eventually
dropped from grand prix racing.

tage Vv

In days of old, engines wore their
Mywheels on the outside. It
allowed a lighter, stiffer and
more compact crankshaft with the
ame inertia 33 3 conventional
one, A standard feature of Moto
Gurri singles for ¢o years, the
idea was tried by MY Agusta
(above) on its works 125 and by
Norton on & special 350, both in
the early "505. The Norton forms
part of the collection of john
Surtees, the only world champion
on both two and four wheels.

Vi1in

L

e R R Y e

German sidecar racer Helmut Fath
designed a four-cylinder 500 ©C
engine and named it URS after
his home town of Ursenbach, it
AppEars above In 3 300 chassis.
At left is a Linto, a seldom-seen
machine named after its creator,
rtalian engineer Ling Tonti. He
built his own GP bike by assem-
bling a pair of Aermacchi cylin-
ders onto 3 commMon crankcase.
AL right is the 125 ¢C four-stroke
2 twin of Martin Kamenicky, In
their prime such machines weng
seldom seen in the Wesl
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MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORY CENTRE
101-5701 17 AVE, SE
CALGARY, AB T2A OW3

Established FREE GOLD WING GOODIE

1977 ﬂﬁTﬁLﬂGUE'

 FREE SHISPAR

*ORIGINAL * REPLACEMENT * SPEED * CUSTOM * T

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR CLASSIC TRIUMPH - BSA - NORTON (403) 248.0988
PHONE (902)$42-7478 FAX (902)$42-7479 ® I [ (403248003

P.0. BOX 119, WOLFVILLE, NS, BOP 1X0 The Touring Bike Accessory Shop » Est. 1988

Credit Card or Prepaid Orders Shipped Worldwide; COD Canada wide!
ONTARIO CYCLE SALVAGE LTD,

Call with Engine Serial Number for Catalogue Information/
OUR BUSINESS IS... Saye

fs:for adeal ?
60% on parts !-,_;-

USED PARTS »
ACCESSORIES
We ship fast!
416 699-6198
SYAMAMA « KAWASAK] « HONDA » SUZUKI
1570 Kingston Rd. Scarborough, ON. M1N 151

RPM

Ramier . Powell , Hmﬂttﬁl!
ACCESSORIES

(613) 398-0905

Lewesd .I'nnr: Goaranieed oo Gold Wieg Accensenes

Dﬁ-\..‘\-;'!: sprs = Sprd » Durl « S0« ATV g « PWC

PO. Box B2 1-B Welle 51 Fraakisrd, ﬂH Ko 200

| = 0shawa Cycle Salvage |
| NEWAND USED PARTS AND ACCESSORES

| E
‘ i
[ F
!

Used tires? Don't even think about it! [

We sell and install new ones at very competitive prices! “ ;

Motorcwveles = 8 shilles = ATV S |

Whether your bike is new or old, all these parts and gl i

more are available at one of the professional 1348 Taunton R E. 905 434.7073 |

used parts specialists listed here. | R 3 Ockomwa, O 5 e 55055 |

T.O. Cycle - tast & accurate! BENT BIKES b — j

Tel: (416) 259-7991 (inquiries) 2533 Wharton Glen Ave. :—-----------------_.:

to_cyclo @ sympatico.ca Mississauga, ON | DOC’S & I

Toll Free Order Line Tel: (905) 273-3717 I [

1 (800) 363-6504" Fax:(905) 949-2746 ! LEATHERS !

* (Plpase v Cundomar § raddy | - : 1

Motocam J : JACKETS :

UNIVERSAL CYCLE SERVICES 3225 Boul. Losch g PANTS * VESTS i

3924-3A St. N.E. St-Hubert, QC ! HELMETS & COOLSTUFF ) |

Wi, emln || eI
el o X - 1

Fax: (403) 277-0153 1-888-MOTOCAM 2 SIS — |
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e decided to
enlist our Yamaha
YZ400F test bike
for service in the
trenches. Here’s
how it went over
the top in the
opening motocross
nationals.

YAMAHA'S NEW YZ400F IS UNDOUBTEDLY
the dirt bike of the year. The first truly
competitive four-stroke motocrosser from
Japan has been universally praised as a

breakthrough design. It i fase, uncomphcat-

ed to nde, superbly balanced and, yes,

il CYCLE CANADA - AUCLAT 1008

competitive against the two-strokes.

Since we obtaned a YZ400F test bike
relatively late in the season, it seemed
pomntless to nde it and repeat the obvious
conclusions. Instead, we decided to explore
how competitive the 400 really is by racing

S Y

onc in the pro class nght here in Canada.
We onginally asked Yamaha Canada nder
Alex Langevin (national No. 9) to race the
bike locally, but he was so impressed after
erying it the week before the first nanonal
that he deaided to race it ax Midhurst.




WAL

“1 liked it from the stare,” says Alex. “It’s
fase, fun to nde, balanced, and | fele at
home on it nght away. This thing can do it
all” So far Alex has raced the YZ400F in
the first two nationals, a muddy provincial
ﬂ:ﬂ.lnd- and EVEN AN Afenacnods.

A I'T] W s ]
(Cycle Canada race test

Cetung the YZ-F race-ready was relative-
ly smple. Alex installed a Renthal handle-
bar (Steve Lamson bend), 2 Works Con-
nection clutch adjuster (allows at-the-
perch, on-the-fly cable adjustments) and a
gnippeer seat cover. The motor was lefe
stock except for expenments with vanous
exhaust systems (see sidebar on page 47).
The petting was aleered to complement the
vanous pipes, but also to address a shghe
hesitation when cracking the throttle open
just above idle. Ennchening the pilot
helped, but a complete cure has not yet
been found.

The baggest changes made to the bike
irvolved the suspension. “Alex ndes hard
and kikes the bike really suff,” says Pro-Tech
Suspension’s Lee Tinkler. “He jumps it kke
it's 2 125, just does everything [all the
jumps]. He doesn't care about the weighe.”

For the nationals, Lee started by going
two steps stffer (0.46 kg/mm frone, 5.6
rear) on the spnng rates. Next he revalved
both ends for ncreased low-speed and
high-speed compression damping, the goal
being to make the suspension stiffer mitual-
Iy, but also more progressive. The shock's
low-speed rebound was also increased.
“This 15 touchier than compression, because
the 400 has a lot of inertia to control, but
you don't want it to pack down [fail to
return to full travel]. For a normal nder, the
YZ-F already has more low-speed rebound
than the YZ250, and | would leave that
stock, but Alex needed more.” The high-
speed rebound was untouched internally.
Rear sag was set at 95 mm.

For the Midhurst national, the engine
sported 2 White Brothers exhause system,
which made it one of the least-modified
engines on the pro starting line. Alex fel
the power was competitive on the track,
but he didn’t manage well off the starts.
Wait 2 minute—aren't these things sup-
posed to be holeshot machines?

“If you're among the first out of the
gate,” explains Langevin, “then the
tractabilicy and long pull of the four-stroke
can give you an advantage. Bue of you don't
gate well and get boxed in, it won't really
help.” Admattedly, Alex 15 not a great starter
and was short on practice launching a four-
stroke, but he fele the bike needed to be
maore explosive out of the gate. Adding two
teeth to the rear sprocket helped, but

some motor mods are in the works.

During the first heat, Langevin received a
first-hand introduction to a couple of classic
four-stroke quirks: it's easy to stall the
engne, and hard to get restarted. “1 stalled
it twice, and it cost me a good finish. |
knew about following the dnll with the
decompressor and all to stare it back up,
but it sull takes a lot of time. My problem
was that | was sull nding the bike too
much like my 250, shutting the gas and nd-
ing the clutch entering turns. When you
do that on a two-stroke, the motor will
often momentanily stall, then relight with-

With a little more thumper time under his
belt, Alex Langevin had no problem cracking
the top ten at the second national round,
held near Moncton, N.B.

out you even noticing it. On a four-stroke,
if the rear wheel stops, it just locks every-
thing up.”

Alex later practised getting the motor
refired by tapping the compression release
while the bike was still rolling. It worked,
but he didn't have to use the technique in
the subsequent races. “It's better just to
learn not to stall e

In the second hear, Alex rode the YZ-F
to 11th at the finish, a resule be felt “could
have been better, but despite a few mis-
takes, it was a good race.” His enthusiasm
for nding the thumper was such that he
decided to nde the rest of the national
senes on it.

AUCUAT 1998 - CWOLL CANADA 45



Pral O APYY BT CLALGY LDOMNAFD, FeCH NADL DAMN AND AN GUF IROL LN

SPECIFICATIONS

Tires

Dry weight
Seat height
Fuel capacity

b CYCLL CAMMDA

Yamaha YZ400F

57.099

Liquid-cooled four-
stroke single with
five valves

n.a.

n.a.

199 €

92.0 x 60,1 mm
12.5:1

39 mm Keshin FCR
Five-speed

Chain

46 mm inverted

front fork (300 mm
travel) and single
rear shock (315 mm
traved), both adjust-
able for compression
and rebound

1,490 mm (58.9 in)
27.8 degrees/119.4 mm
Single 245 mm front
discs with twin-piston
caliper; single 220
mm rear disc with
single-piston caliper
Michelin M2, 80/100-
21 front: 110/90-19 rear
107 kg (236 Ib)

¢80 mm (38.5 in.)
g7 L
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“1 had opted to pass on the four-stroke
when ordenng my race bekes last fall,
because | dsdn’t know what to expect, but
after Midhurst, | eold [Yamaha Canada's]
John Baylss: U you want someone on the
thumper for the rest of the nationals, I'm
your man.”

With a bttle more practice under his

elevator jump, with the second bump high-
er than the first] that got all rurted, and
one time | got crossed-up and the rear end
kicked up. That's when | leamed the rev-
lrniter is there to kall you." With the
engine sputtenng, Alex barely saved it, and
when a amilar incident happened on a
downhill jump at Riverglade, he “had to

i . .
You can go inside or out,
criss=cross the line, and

still find tractionee.e.

wheels, Alex was amaous to race the sec-
ond round held at Riverglade, outsade of
Moncton, NB. There he opted to nde the
bike with the White Brothers large-diame-
ter header mated to the stock Yamaha
silencer, which he found allowed the motor
to rev a hetle more quickly. The New
Brunswack track s a fast sweeping course
that suited the four-stroke well

“The suspension was a hittle too soft for
some of the big jumps and g-outs at Mid-
hurst, but it was perfiect for Riverglade. |
was mote at ease on the bike and my tech-
nique had improved. | got a seventh in the
first heat, in rhythm with the leaders. In
the second heat | blew my start and
worked up to eighth. | could have done
betver, but | fell into a target-focation mede
behind some guys and wasted time, which
was my fault.

“One of the advantages of the four-
stroke 15 that it allows you to leave the rac-
ing lne to make a pass. You can go inside
or out, crss-cross the hne, and sull find
traction, which a two-stroke can't always
do.” Trouble 1, when you're racing hard, it's
not always easy to break away from years
of acquired two-stroke technique.

The YZ-F is very good in the ar, well bal-
anced and easy to control, but it differs
from two-strokes i that you have to hold
the gas on all the way up the ramp. Other-
wise, the engine’s compression braking can
cause the front end to dive. This can
become a problem, since the YZ-Fs rev-hm-
ier also lmats the nder’s ability to comect a
nose-down attitude by revving the engine
to speed up the rear wheel's gyro effect.
Alex became reacquamted with this poten-
vally scary YZ-F charactenstic at Midhurse.

“There was a big camel jump [aka an

”

shift two gears i the air to keep from
going over.” You can guess what that might
have meant for the rest of us.

The fast Riverglade track allowed Alex
to further refine his four-stroke comenng
technique. “If you leave the throttle on a
bit over the braking bumps, the suspension
works really well. Coming out, you can get
on the gas much sooner than on a two-
stroke without womying about the rear
end stepping out. It accelerates more clean-
ly. Should you need to come in fast, then
brake and tum on a dme, the YZ-F can do
it. Despite the extra weight, it's ten tmes
betver than 2 500 two-stroke. The four-
stroke is great in fast sweepers, but you
need to have good tires. If the rear 5 wom
on the sides, you can lose the back end real
quick if you let off the throttle, because of
the compression braking. This becomes real
obvious in the mud.”

Langevin and the YZ400F won overall at the
first Quebec provincial round, held under a
driving rain. This is heat one: it got worse.




LCR Competition's Lucien Caggiano (above),
the man who modifies Alex Langevin's
molors, was anxious o get inside the
thumper, but al this stage we only had
time to play around with the exhaust sys-
tem. Using two bikes, we compared four
combinations: stock; full White Brothers
(WB); WB header with stock muffier; and
stock header with a CRD muffier.

A few things quickly became obvious,
one being that for the money (which
you've already spent), the stock system,
like the stock motor, is pretty dam good.
Also, unlike going for top speed at the

Fluwbtug
Lol pow el
Ear to the ground

Bonneville salt flats, power on a motocross
track is a Mlexible concepl. What works for
one rider may not for another.

The WB E-Series Pro-Meg system uses 3
3 mm larger-diameter stainless-steel head-
er and an aluminum muffler that lets gases
escape around a stack of discs. It's well

made, fits easily and makes the most pow-
er, bul it doesn bowl you over. Delivery Is
much like stock only a little stronger,
which isnt necessarily a fault, but Alex felt
it didn rev quickly enough. Caggiano, who
is also an excellent off-road rider, feels
this is a very good system for the woods.
Moise s comparable to stock.

Side-by-side testing showed the full WB
system to be ultimately more powerful, but
using the WB header with the stock mul-
fler seemed to make the molor more
responsive. Alex felt he could go faster
with the mixed set-up and chose for it for
races two and three, but was still wishing
for a little more hit.

He got it with the French-made CRD mul-
fler. It added a surprising amount of bark
in the midrange, but Rattened and wasnt
as strong on top. The added power is a
bonus in some situations, but can diminish
tractability in others. Side-by-side testing
clearly showed that it requires short-shift-
ing to gain full benefit. The CRD is also
louder than acceptable.

The White Brothers E-Series Pro-Meg
header (5129.95 U.S.) and silencer
(5249.95 U.5.) are made in California by
White Brothers, (714) 692-3404. The CRD
Absolute Power muffler sells for 5320 and
is distributed in Canada by LCR Compedi-
tion, (450) 631-9797.

Alex discovered this at hes next race, the
first round of the Quebec provincial senes,
held in a downpour at Ste. Jubie. The hilly,
clay crcuit has been a part of the Canadian
motocross scene since the early 705 and has
a nasty reputabion when wet. The YZ-F
adapted well, with Alex sconng the 250
overall with a win i the first heat, followed
by a second in the final, despite some vision
problems after nding the last
125 moto without goggles.
“Torque 1t and stay on the gas,
and it’s great. Back off and its
not so good. That's true with a
two-stroke too, but on the
thumper it’s even more crucial.”

MNext was an arenacross,
where once again, and perhaps
more surprisingly, Alex felt the
YZ-F was as competitrve as 2
YZ250. Tinkler added “more
damping everywhere to make it
stiffer, stay up in its travel and
not bottom.” Alex also fitted a
CRD muffler, which gave the

MOLOr More snap.

“ was in the top three in the final when
| tangled with another nder, crashed and
broke the clutch lever.” By the tme he got
going, the parade had left, but Alex fele
the thumper was nght at home on the
tght indoor track. “It's very well balanced
in the air; you can throw it around almost
e 2 250. The motor has enough drive to
propel you through timing sections, but |
did find 1t seems to favour length over
height. This i a problem on sit-down dou-
bles, and | still haven't quite figured out the
technique to get the height. It's touchy—
you have to hold it on long, but you don't
want to flip out.”

The clutch 15 another weak point
mdoors (as off-road racers in tight woods
have drscovered). The engine transmits a
lot of heat to the od, and the chutch does
not comfortably tolerate abuse. But at least
the characterstic matches the nature of the
bike. “You have to be fluid. If you fight the
bike and rev the hell out of the engine,
youll think you're going fast but you're not.

You have to be smooth and use the
torque.

All in all, our Yamaha YZ400F lved up to
its reputation through our test (including
some use by lesser nders). It’s fast, well bal-
anced and suspended, uncomphicated to

nde, competitive against the two-strokes
and a whole lot of fun. But you stll have to
work hard to get the bestoutoft. g€

Snap judgment

On the one hand...

ult A potent motocrosser that can be
raced with minor modifications

wh Really is competitive against 250 ¢c
two-strokes under vaned conditions

~but on the other

" Starung 5 more complex and less
rehable than a two-stroke

"W More weight, more complexity and
MOfE EXPENsIVE 1O repair
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Michael Taylor won the
Chilliwack, B.C. round of the
Toyota Canada Superbike
Championship on his ZX-gR,
taking over the lead from
Don Munroe on the second
lap and maintaining it to the
finish, Jordan Spoke was
third on his Kawasaki IX-
7RE. Martin Gaudrault,
points leader after Mosport,
injured his elbow and failed
1o scofe points, Tavlor alko
took Open Sportbike on a
ZX-9R while Owen Weichel
won the 600 race on his
GSX-R.

Jean-Sébastien Roy finished
sixth overall at the Budds
Creek, Maryland, ANMA
motocross national, with a
pair of ¢ighth-place finishes,
The round was won by Doug
Heary on his Yamaha
YZ400F, who now leads the
senes. The win ended a
nasty jinx for Henry, who
broke both arms at Budds
Creek Last season and had
broken his back there the
season before. jeremy
McGrath has been out of
contention while a broken
wrist heals.

Michael Doohan won the
Dutch 00 GP, fending off a
surprisingly strong challenge
from Kiwi Simon Crafar on a
Yamaha, who led Late in the
race but eventually stipped
to third, his first podium fin-
ith, Max Biaggi was second
and has a sbm points lead
over Doohan, who was
knocked off his bike at the
previous round in Madrid.

Aaron Slight scored double
world Superbike wing at
Misano aboard his Honda,
but Troy Corser followed
him to the flag in both races
and continues to hold a
202-194 points lead over
Slight. Colin Edwards is
third in the standings on his
Honda with 167 points.
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Duhamel’s season
shattered in crash

MICUEL DUHAMEL'S HEROIC
season ended with a qualfying
crash at Loudon, NH., m which
he suffered a compound frac-
ture of his left femur, just
above the knee. The acadent
suddenly deflated what had
been developing into a classic
championship struggle, where
Duhamel had set a record for
AMA Superbike wans and was
nding at his best on a superb
Honda RCA4S. At the previous
Elkhart Lake, Wis, round,
Dubhamel had finally drawn
even with defending champ
Doug Chandler in the points
chase, after clawing his way
back from a crash at the Day-
TONa $EIS0N-OPENeT.
Duhamel’s Loudon incident
occurred dunng Fnday quahfy-
ing. He had tumed a hot lap in
dry conditions, but on his sec-
ond entry into the first tum he
encountered a damp track
from falling rain, which caused
a highside. Dubamel shd mnto
an exposed wall and was
squeczed by his spinning beke.
Loudon’s poor runoff area
and numerous walls have fre-
quently drawn enticsm in the
past, but this year the senous-
ness of the problem became
obvious. Before Duhamel’s
crash, Harley factory nder
Thomas Wilson had shd into
the same wall outside Comer
One, suffering two broken
femurs, a fractured pelvis and
other mpunes. His career s kke-
ly finished. Dubamel com-
planed to AMA officials about
the absence of any haybales
shielding the wall. Eventually
they were installed— but not
until after Dubamel crashed
and hit the same wall. Later,
Formula Extreme racer Brett
Metzger crashed into another
exposed wall; he suffered a
fractured skull and intemnal
mjunes that required removal
of a kidney and his spleen.
Much has been said about

— gy
Leading the AMA Superbike points, in his most specladular season
ever, Miguel Duhamel broke his leg during qualifying at Loudon,
when a rain shower caused a highside and he slid into a wall.

. b
PO T OGEAPYY B CHrs. BAOWLES AND FUGH MALLILAN

Steve Crevier was a valiant fourth
at Loudon on the TLioooR, which
stll needs development. He leads
the 600 Supersport points, but s
still hunting his first race win,

-
&\

the level of competiion in
AMA Superbike racing, which
has begun to approach that of
world Superbike. But the safe-
ty of the tracks is bush-league
in comparison, with Loudon
one of several examples.

“The wnting has been on
the wall about Loudon for
years,” says Steve Crevier. “And
now the marks are on the wall,
It 15 truly, truly one of the most
dangerous tracks we nde at.
But the truth 5, none of them
are getung any safer for motor-
cycle racing. We're skimming
the walls everywhere. | mean, |
love racing. | love it. But I'd kke
to keep racing, for a long ume.”

Dubhamel underwent a six-
hour operation that used a rod
and screws to repair his femur
and knee. He had broken the
same femur in 1989 testing n
Japan, but this injury, where
the bone had broken through
the dan, was more senous. The
extent of damage to knee liga-
ments had yet to be assessed n
the week following the opera-
won. It's not mposuble that
Duhamel could be racing again
before the season ends in

October, but unkkely. A few
days after the operation,
Duhamel was moving about
with a walker; he was pretty
fast with it, observed a nurse.
“As usual with 2 Dubamel,”
said Miguels manager Alan
Labrosse, “the problem is get-
tung one to slow down.”

Duhamel faces a tough reha-
bilitation, but his monle ©
good, says Labrosse, and his
sense of humour remains intact.
A group of top AMA racers vis-
ited Duhame! after the final on
Sunday night and he soon had
them laughing. “After Anthony
Gobert had lefe, Miguel said
“You've got to watch that guy. |
think he was after my mor-
phine.”

The Loudon Superbike final
was won by Suzuki nder Aaron
Yates, followed by Yamaha
rookic Jamie Hacking and
Gobert. Chandler had been
third on the final lap when he
made an uncharactenstic error
tryng to pass Hacking, but he
remounted to finish ninth,
which maintained a slim points
margin over Gobert. Sox rounds

remain in the senes. cc



Out of the chicken shed

By Steve Thornton

HE TIRES ON THIS 1917 HENDIRSON
four look narrow and hard—and the num-
bers on the sidewalls, “28 X 3,” reinforce
that impression. It seems doubtful that a
nder could have stayed on the road with
such a tenuous footprne. Yet this was the
“GSX-R of its day,” according to Allan Bar-
rett, the bike's restorer. Barretr, who
opened a British Columbia Honda fran-
chise with his father in 1964, is an amateur
historian and professional machinist who
previously restored a "29 Harley and 2 39
Indian. Currently he's working on 2 28
Indsan 401.

The Henderson's onginal owner was an
Amenican who rode it until the engine suf-
fered a con-rod failure, probably the result
of the pnmitive oiling system. He stashed
the Henderson near the San Francisco
docks, where salt air devoured metal and
paint. Later, an ldaho farmer bought and
dismantled it, spreading Henderson pieces
among several bams. Barrett talked him
mto selling the bike in 1989,

The essentials were there, however, a 61
cu. n. or 1,000 ¢cc F-head (a side-valve
with intakes above and exhausts below)
inkine four, with no front brake, a ngid rear
end, trailing-link front fork, and a claimed
70 mph top speed. A dipstick served to
eransfer drops of odl from the sump to the

open-air rocker amms before a nde—that's
it for top-end lubrication—and you had to
pnme the fuel system because gasoline
wasn't 50 inflammable in those days. The
sparkplugs were made of mica (Barrett
sticks in some NCKs when he wants to run
the bike) and headlights were optional—
if you wanted one, you could choose
between electne or
acetylene gas. It red-
hned at a speed that
would stall a3 modemn
four-cylinder bike, but
was mtoxicatingly mus-
¢ular i 1917,

Barrett put his skills
as a machiniset to work
restoning this antique:
the Henderson's crank-
case had been partually
destroyed, and in order
to mate the ongmnal
upper half wath a erank-
case bottom from another bike, he spent
eight hours constructing a line-boning tool,
then about 20 minutes tapping out a new
crankshaft bore and a drive-sprocket shaft
in the transmission. The ongnal front fend-
er had been lost and its replacement had
spent some time in a chicken shed, where
bird droppings etched a fowd imprint; he

chopped it to the comect length and cut
out the bad sections, then tudily welded up
the skirts to make an exact copy. A compa-
ny in Texas wrapped new horsehade around
the seat pan, and a jeweller fnend made
the tny nameplate that identifies it as a
product of the Persons Saddle Company.
The deep purple-blue finish was apphed by
local  painter, Joey
Gimour, while plating
was done by Kelowna
Electro Plating and pin-
striping  apphed by
Wayne Harder.

A restorer of old out-
board motors had a roll
of wire with the comectly
coloured cotton insula-
tion, and Barrett found
some Kawasaka Jet Sk
pistons that fit the bores,
obtaining the cormect
compression rato with
machéning, It took him two years to finish
the job, and when it finally ran, he fele no
worry about the integnity of its innards: "1
had every clearance inside that engine the
way it was supposed to be. | knew it would
run; it couldn’t do anything elie.”

The Henderson is currently on display at
the Nelson Museum in B.C. cc
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first person

“The first weekend | had

my licence, | rode to the
west side of Vancouver
Island and camped out
by the open ocean, with
only a campfire and the
sea gulls for company.
There have been
numerous experiences
that | will never

forget....skipping out

of church on a sunny
summer Sunday morn-
ing to ride to Manning
Park with the minister’s

daughter....”

Tht carbest event that mfluenced my kfe
as a motorcychist was the day Uncle Abe
and my dad talked about farming together.
Dad decided he would rather pursue a
career a5 a teacher, thereby forever banih-

ng his son to 2 suburban exstence.
I have no quarrel with my father for his

choice of career, but it did make it that
much harder to see my fnends and cousing
npping around their farms on dirt bikes.
Why couldn’t | live on a farm, too?

As a kid | managed to eke out a few
ndes here and there on assorted minbikes,
and from then on, the die was cast. | had
to get my own machine.

There was no amount of pleading that
would convince my parents to purchase a
bike for me; we lived in town, there was
no place to nde, ergo, a dirt bike was
pomntless (or so they said). It wasn't unuil |
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was 15 that | was able to scrape
together enough cash to pur-
chase a brand-new, shiny red
XR350 on my own. What a
bike! | spent heaps of hours on
it, nding with fends or alone,
in raspberry fields, on logging
roads, in the bush and along rv-
er banks. Unfortunately, we sull
lrved in town and | had to keep
it on someone’s farm.

Later, my desire to work wiath kids led
me to be a summer-camp counsellor, OF
the 30 or so people on staff, nearly a dozen
had street bikes. Again, fate grabbed me by
the throat. When summer ended, | pur-
chased my second bike, a Nighthawk 650.

The folks weren't thnlled about my pur-
chase when they retumed home from
vacanion, because to them, street bikes
were different. They went faster and were
more dangerous. To make matters worse, |
needed Dad’s signature to get my bike
hcence because | was stll 2 minor.

The street bike opened up a whole new
set of possbilities. Because | could keep it
at my house, the world of motorcyching
began nght at my doonitep and not in
some farmer’s field. The first weekend |
had my heence, | rode to the west side of
Vancouver land and camped out on the
open ocean, with only a campfire and the
sea gulls for company. The next summer
my Uncle Dan offered me a job in Ontane,
an offer | pondered for about five seconds.

Cross country

The nde east was the most exhilarating
thing | could imagine doing. For the first
ume | realized the sheer size and dversity
of our mation: the Fraser Canyon, the
Rockies, the Praines, the Shield. | must
have met every biker in St. Cathannes that
summer. We rode to Niagara Falls and
crunsed the strip, we rode to the Lakes and
swam, and of course, we posed with our
machines in front of the girks at church. In
the middle of summer, | took a week-long
nde to Washington, D.C., New York City,
and Boston, passing through the New Eng-
land states on the way.

As the years roll by, there have been
numerous expenences that | will never for-
get: nding an FZ 750 in Austraha on the
wrong side of the road; trips to Oregon,
Sturgs and Winnipeg; my first leather jack-

et and electric vest; giving Mom her first
nde and recering the symbolic “okay”™ for
the street bike; rebuilding a friend’s bfeless
XRS500 one unemployed winter; and skap-
ping out of church on a sunny summer
Sunday moming to ride to Manning Park
with the mmister’s daughter and swim in
Lightning Lake.

Looking back on 15 years of motorcy-
cling, there are many reasons | love the
sport. | love the long tours; | can't imagine
dating without it, and | do enjoy the pow-
er and speed of bikes.

State of mind

But as | get older, my backnde can’t handle
the long ndes, and after 140,000 km the
Nighthawk isn't very fast any more. These
things don't bother me. | nde today for
what it does to my state of mind. | enjoy
nothing better than to hop on the bike,
point it to the mountains and go for a long
spin alone through the trees and valleys.
For myself, motorcycling is at its essence a
solitary venture. It's 2 tme to unwind, give
my mind a break, and let the handlebars
go where they may. I'm just too fidgety to
be able to ut sull, relax and think. Think-
ing time is on the bike.

By chance, | have chosen the profession
of my father: |, too, am a teacher. When
traming fineshed recently, | worked hard to
find a job, so now I'm setthng into the
career mode that seemed so foreign dunng
my decade n university,

With education finished, I'm thinking
about looking for frames to hold the
degrees | eamed at school. While I'm at i,
| also want to frame a studio photo |
recently had taken of myself and the old
Hawk. That bike has been a large part of
my education and new career. After a long
day at school with kids, what better way
can there be to re-establish sanity than a
spin on a motorcycle?

— JamEs Kampen
Abbotsford, B.C.

First Person is dedicated 1o readers of Cycle
Canada who want [0 eapress their perional
capenendes of motoroychng. Contnbutors will
receive 5100 upon publication. Send your
submitsion and a pholograph with a self-
addressed stamped enmvelope 1o Cycle Canada,
411 Richmond 5t East, Sute 301, Toronto,
Ont., MgA 355,



SURREY MOTORSPORTS

13805 - 104th Ave., Surrey, B.C.
www.axionel.com/surrey_motorsports

(604) 584-668¢

VLR I1000 FireStorm

Honda RPM Financing!
VTR1000 - $0 down, $244/month’ o.a.c.
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Come ride with us.
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The ride you've been waiting for.™
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Huge Yamaha parts department.
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Hot, hot, hot!
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